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Douglass Mail Ballot Election February 10, 2015
At the October Board of Education meeting, the Douglass School Board voted to authorize a Mail Ballot 
Election for the purpose of gaining the budget authority to increase the Local Option Budget (LOB) from 30% 
to 33%.  The statutory limit is currently 30% of the district’s general fund.  During the 2014 legislative session 
the legislature passed legislation that gave school districts the ability to increase the LOB 3%, by requiring a 
mail ballot election.  The LOB is offset by state aid which is based on the assessed valuation of individual school 
districts.  The Douglass School district has a relatively low assessed valuation and subsequently receives 68.43% 
state aid.  That means for every dollar that is generated by local taxes the school district receives 68.43% of that 
dollar in state aid.  The increase of 3% equates to about $167,225.   One of the important issues to understand is 
at the present time the Douglass school district will not have to raise property taxes to increase the LOB.  The 
district has effectively managed the budget during these difficult times; therefore, if voters approve this measure 
it is anticipated that the mill levy will not increase. The district is in effect trying to take advantage of all of 
the state aid available while maintaining the current mill levy.  The additional state aid would help the district 
maintain the supplies and materials needed to continue to focus on the instructional needs of the Douglass 
students.  The official ballot language is provided for your information.

BALLOT LANGUAGE
“Shall the Board of Education of Unified School District No. 396, Butler County, State of Kansas, be authorized 
to increase its local option budget authority by an additional 3% (from 30% to 33%) of its state financial aid?”

To vote in favor, vote “YES”
To vote against, vote “NO”

What does a vote in favor mean?  It allows the district the flexibility to increase the maximum budget authority 
from 30% to 33%.  The district would receive 68% of the funds generated as state aid.  The additional authority 
would allow the district to capture all of the state aid that is available.  The funds would be used to help the 
district continue to focus on the instructional needs of the students.  Under the current legislation and the current 
budget structure the district would not have to increase the mill levy at the present time.  

What does a vote against mean?  The district would not be able to take advantage of the state aid on the 
increased budget authority.  That amount is estimated as $167,225. The district would not have the increased 
flexibility in budget authority to increase expenditures for instructional support for the students of the district.
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School 747-3350
Middle School 747-3340
High School 747-3310
Central Office 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel .........................................President
David Zaldivar.............................Vice-President
Les Braddy  ............................................Member
Chuck Cody .......................................... Member
Garland Moore.......................................Member
KaLyn Nethercot ...................................Member
Troy Starr...............................................Member
Rob Reynolds ............................ Supt. of Schools

icing is a concern, and forecasts suggest clearing, 
school may be delayed with a late start time of 
10:00 a.m.

Decisions on school closings are made at the 
district level based on National Weather Service 
Data, county-wide school weather hotline, and 
early morning observations by the superintendent 
and transportation director.  Please do not call 
before 5:30 a.m., as we will be analyzing data, 
making observations and preparing to make the 
decision.

School will not be dismissed due to storm 
conditions that arise during the day as long as 
it is feasible for students and staff to remain at 
school safely.  The district is extremely reluctant 
to dismiss school early if the weather is severe.

Listed below are the radio and television 
stations that will be notified:
KFDI (101.3 FM) 
KAKE 10
KSNW - 3
KWCH - 12

Policy on School Closings 
Due to Bad Weather

It is that time of the year again to remind everyone 
of our school closing policy:

If adverse weather conditions exist which threaten 
student transportation safety before school 
begins, the announcement will be sent out on 
the districts automated SCHOOL MESSENGER 
SYSTEM. School Messenger allows us to make 
an actual recorded phone call to every parent 
phone number in our school data base. We also 
make calls to several radio and television stations 
who will announce the closing information on 
the air.  

Every effort will be made to finalize the decision 
no later than 5:30 a.m. of school closing due to 
adverse weather conditions.  On mornings when 

Again, it’s important to understand that the 
district is attempting to capture all of the state 
aid that is available.  For every dollar the district 
receives in the Local Option Budget 68.43% of 
that dollar is received as state aid. 

Ballots will be mailed on January 26, 2014.  Please 
don’t forget to mail in those ballots. Ballots must 
be mailed back to the Butler County clerk’s office 
by February 10, 2015.

If you are not a registered voter, you have until 
January 20th at 5:00 pm to register to vote.  The 
following link will give you an online Voter 
Registration Application:  http://www.bucoks.
com/DocumentCenter/View/1363 Patrons can 
register online or print the form and send it in by 
mail.  The district office can also assist you by 
providing a Voter Registration Application.

If you have questions about the ballot election 
or the Local Option Budget I encourage you to 
call the district office at 747-3300 and I would be 
happy to discuss any of your questions.

Thank you for supporting Douglass kids!
Rob Reynolds
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BOE BRIEFS
 
The Douglass Board of Education met in regular 
session Monday, December 8, 2014 in the District 
Administrative Office.  

*approved donations:  $8,000.00 – Woody Auction 
– Auditorium Sound System, $500.00 – PTO – In-
service, $14.04 – Goodshop.com – High School 
Supplies 

*appointed Jason Cathey to the Douglass Recreation 
Commission

*accepted the resignations from Jeff Ast-High 
School Football Head Coach, Max Ferguson-High 
School Assistant Football Coach, James Todd- High 
School Assistant Football Coach and Robin Wood-
Bus Driver 

*offered employment to Shannon White-Bus 
Driver, Tony Glidewell-Forensics Assistant and Don 
Patterson-High School Boys Assistant Basketball 
Coach. 

*approved the June 30,2014 audit from Peterson, 
Peterson, Goss LC.

Seat Belts, why should I wear one?   40,000 
people die each year in car accidents.  Seat 
belts can prevent death in about half of these 
accidents.

On December 4th and 5th, a group of DHS 
students performed a seat belt survey at each of 
the high school and middle school entrances.  All 
drivers, students, parents, and bus drivers were 
visually checked to see if they were wearing 
their seat belt and to see if they were distracted 
by cell phones, texting, or any other distractions.  
Seventy-eight percent of drivers were seat belted 
and two percent were distracted.  I believe these 
are pretty good numbers but our goal should be 
one hundred percent compliance on wearing seat 
belts and zero distractions for the driver.

During this school year, DHS is participating in 
the SAFE (Seatbelts Are For Everyone) program.  
During this program for the rest of the year there 
will be eleven opportunities to win a twenty-five 
dollar gift card.  There will be a requirement to 
be included in the opportunity to win a gift card.  
You must sign a pledge card to always wear your 
seat belt.  If you sign the pledge card and are 
caught not wearing your seat belt, you will not 
be eligible to win the gift card.

As a State Trooper for twenty seven years, 
I investigated over one thousand accidents 
involving over one hundred fatalities and can tell 
you that hundreds of people’s lifes were saved by 
their seat belts as well as numerous individuals 
died because they were not wearing one.  

Stay Safe-BUCKLE UP

SRO Mark Wright

BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPRING ELECTION FILING 

DEADLINE

There are three board positions that will be up 
for election in April of 2015.  These positions are 
currently held by Chuck Cody, Garland Moore 
and David Zaldivar.  If you are interested in one 
of these positions, you must file with the Butler 
County Clerk at the Butler County Courthouse in 
El Dorado by Noon on January 27, 2015.

No School - January 
19th-teacher inservice

SEAT BELT 
SAFETY
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

COUNT YOUR KID IN
2014-2015

Count Your Kid In is a free developmental screening for infants and preschool children 
living in Butler County.  The screenings are sponsored by the Butler County Special 
Education Interlocal and authorized by Kansas State Department of Education.  The 
purpose is to help parents identify potential learning problems and find help.  If your 
child has difficulty walking, talking, seeing, hearing or learning, please call 1-800-353-
8561 to schedule a free appointment. 
 DATE     LOCATION

January 9, 2015    Augusta Head Start
      730 Cliff Drive, 316-775-6666
January 16, 2015   El Dorado First Baptist Church
      315 W Central, 316-321-3268
January 23, 2015   University Congregational Church
      9209 E 29 St N, Wichita, 316-634-0430
February 13, 2015   St John’s Catholic Church
      302 N Denver, El Dorado, 316-321-4796
March 27, 2015    Haverhill Christian Church
      10275 SW Haverhill Rd, 316-775-7024
April 10, 2015    Andover St Vincent DePaul Church
      123 N Andover Rd, 316-733-1423
 
To schedule an appointment for your child may call: 316-775-6904
 or 1-800-353-8561



January 2015         Page 5

DARE

The start of the third quarter brings the DARE 
program to 5th graders at Seal Elementary. Fifth 
grade classes  will work with Butler County 
Sheriff officers Wickwire and Cox and SRO 
Wright to learn Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
curriculum.  Topics in this curriculum range from 
understanding the effects of drugs and alcohol 
to learning positive ways to say “No” to peer-
pressure and drugs.

The students will complete the program by 
writing an essay about what they have learned 
in DARE. Our annual DARE graduation is set 
for April 27th at 7:00 pm in the high school 
auditorium.

Seal Elementary Spelling Bee
January 22, 2014

2:00 pm – Elementary Gym

Fourth and Fifth grade classroom spelling 
bee winners will participate in the annual Seal 
Elementary Spelling Bee. Parents of the classroom 
winners are invited to attend. Classroom spelling 
bees are held prior to the school bee. Good luck 
spellers!

Come to Movie Night at 
Seal Elementary

Students and their families are invited to watch a 
movie and enjoy popcorn in the elementary gym 
at 6:00 pm on the night of January 23rd. Families 
may bring pillows or bean bags to lounge on the 
floor as we watch. No lawn chairs will be allowed 
this year. Nominations for a good movie choice 
are welcome in the school office. We have not 
chosen the movie yet!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Seal Elementary grades 2-5 will again be 
participating in a two week roller skating unit 
beginning on Monday, January 19th.  Skates 
are rented from "Skatetime" out of Oklahoma 
City each year.  The Seal Elementary PTO helps 
with a portion of the skate rental.  Families with 
students skating are asked to make a minimum 
donation of $4 (per family, NOT per student.)

Students may not bring skates from home for this 
activity.  Wrist and knee guards are provided.

A letter will be coming home immediately upon 
our return from Christmas break with details. For 
more information you can also go to Skatetime.
com

Skate Time

Thank You!

The OPAA! Food Management Team at the 
Douglass Schools would like to say “THANK 
YOU” to the Douglass Dog House, Mary Crawford 
and the OPAA! Kitchen staff for their generous 
donations for our drawings during the Holiday 
Feast on December 17 at Douglass High School, 
Sisk Middle School and Seal Elementary!

OUR WINNERS FOR THE HOLIDAY FEAST 
DRAWINGS WERE:

SEAL ELEMENTARY:
                                JAYDA LAMPE
                                RYDER MALCOMB
SISK MIDDLE SCHOOL:
                                  NEV KURT
                                  BRANDON YOUNG
DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL:
                                  RUTH HANNA

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR 
WINNERS!
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6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Rebecca Alvarez Jacob Damron Austin Althouse
Kendall Coombes Lindsey Hajdukovich Gordon Bannon

Caden Davis Jayden High Reece Bourisaw
Wylie Downer Claire Hilyard Brayden Daly

Savannah Edmonds Tre Karagianis Genna Damron
Alyna Elder Maranda Mitchell Zachary Damron

Hannah Grimmett Logan Parker Lukas Dierks
Nathan Joseph Gratya Swigart Sage Dierks
Harley Krenzel Dakota Tireman Kayla Engle
Briana Lewis Isaiah Wasson Michael Gash
Cole Martin Robyn West Gretchen Grimmett
Myra Megli Kaleb Hurd
Brody Mertz Kieran Hurd

Brandon Parker Kyle Hurd
Ethan Satkowski Ryan Kiekel
Malissa Taylor Sabian Lovell
Anna Walton Darby McGuire

Jaysi Mertz
Cody Niblack

Hannah Reynolds
Logan Satkowski
Easton Westover
Jacob Woody

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Mr. Frakes Gets “Canned” to Help 
Ministerial Alliance 

The students at Sisk Middle School have made 
sure Mr. Frakes will not be teaching for the day.  
As part of the “Can a Teacher” food drive for the 
Ministerial Alliance, the students had to bring at 
least 250 pounds of food for a specific teacher.  
Mr. Frakes’ students brought a whopping 269 
pounds of food.  He is pictured surrounded by the 
food products and cans that were brought to the 
middle school the first two weeks of December.  
Mr. Frakes will not be teaching on a selected 
day, but will be doing other fun, and entertaining 
activities during his classes.  Thank you Mr. 
Frakes for helping to spread some holiday cheer 
and help those in our community. 

Wrestling practice will begin on January 20th.  
Following is the tentative competition schedule.

Thursday, Feb 12, 4:00 meet at Chaparral High 
School
Monday, Feb 16, 4:00 meet at Douglass Middle 
School
Monday, Feb 23, 4:00 tournament at Bluestem 
High School
Monday, Mar 2, 4:00 meet at Whitewater 
(Remington)
Thursday, Mar 5, 4:00 meet at Douglass Middle 
School
Saturday, Mar 7, 9:00 tournament at Chase Co. 
High School

Want to Wrestle?
MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Eighth , Ninth and Tenth Grade 
Parent Enrollment Meeting

Career Technical Education Showcase 
Night

On February 9th, DHS will answer all your high 
school enrollment questions, review graduation 
requirements and showcase our Career 
Pathways.  Parents and students are invited to 
visit with the Human Services, Manufacturing, 
Transportation, Business/Finance and Web 
and Digital Communications instructors to 
learn more about post secondary opportunities.  
Students that complete the introductory, 
technical and application courses in a pathway 
become a concentrator.  DHS articulates with 
Butler Community College to ensure that 
concentrators will have a systematic, seamless, 
student transition process from secondary to 
postsecondary education. 

Butler Community College will give information 
on their Health, Information Technology and 
Public Safety Academy’s that students can enroll 
in their Junior and Senior year.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
TIME TO GO –

SCHOLARS’ BOWL!

When we return from Christmas break, we will be 
ready to begin this year’s middle school scholars’ 
bowl season!  For those of you new to the activity, 
scholars’ bowl is a scholastic competition where 
teams are asked questions from the categories of 
math, science, social studies, language arts, fine 
arts, and miscellaneous, which includes sports 
and current events.  Teams of five students 
compete to answer the sometimes very difficult 
questions.

Practice will begin January 7th.  For the month 
of January, practices will be held before and after 
school, Monday through Thursday.  Students 
are not required to attend all practices and 
may choose to come to morning (7:30 am) or 
afternoon practices (3:10 - 3:40.)  The 7th grade 
practices with Mrs. Landwehr, while 8th grade 
practices with Mrs. Fraley.  

Our season will begin with a trip to Wichita 
Independent on January 22nd and we are hosting 
a meet on Thursday, February 12th.  We hope 
that you will be able to come to some of our 
meets.

If you have questions or concerns, now, or once 
the season has started, please do not hesitate 
to contact one of us:  kfraley@usd396.net, 
dlandwehr@usd396.net, or the school number 
is 747-3340.

We hope you will encourage your child to give 
scholars’ bowl a try.  We are looking forward 
to working with your child in this exciting 
activity!

Meet Schedule:
1/22 at Wichita Independent– 4:00 
1/29 at Kingman – 4:00
2/5 at Bluestem – 4:00
2/12 at Douglass – 4:00
2/19 League tournament at Cheney– 4:00

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
   
                      COUNSELOR 
         January 
1-First day seniors and parents may complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid        (FAFSA)  
SEE Senior Financial Aid Checklist
6- Second Semester Begins
9- DHS Chili Feed @ Home Basketball game- freewill 
donation to Douglass Ministerial Alliance
9-Registration Deadline for February 7 ACT register 
@  www.act.org
14- Sophomore Intro to Health Academy Class- 
Leave DHS @ 7:45 a.m.
22-U.S. Army Recruiter here @ lunch
27-Barton County Community College Rep here @ 
lunch                   February
7-Butler Community College Audition/Interview 
Scholarship Day
7-ACT @ DHS 8:00 a.m.
9- 8th  – 10th grade Parent Enrollment Meeting/
Career & Technical Education Showcase
6:30- 8:30 p.m. DHS Auditorium (see article)
11-Sophomore Intro to Health Academy Class-
Leave DHS @ 7:45 a.m.
22- College Goal Sunday – (see article)  http://www.
collegegoal.org/

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY 
College Goal Sunday is a free program that helps 
parents get assistance filling out the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid).  Go to www.
collegegoal.org for more information and locations. 

Senior Financial Aid Check List
1. Apply for Federal Student Aid PIN.  (Student and Parent 
must EACH have a PIN)
2. Submit Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) on or after Jan. 1, 2014.  Go to www.fafsaed.
gov 
3. Contact the Admissions Office of the school(s) to 
which you have applied to make sure you application and 
transcript has been received, and that they have everything 
they need from you.
4. In February if you completed the FAFSA you should 
receive your Student Aid Report (SAR).  If corrections 
are needed, correct and return to the FAFSA processor 
promptly. 
5.Complete your scholarship applications
6.Visit the school in which you plan on attending.  Make 
sure to meet with the Admissions Rep. and Financial Aid.
7.Final high school transcripts will be sent by Dana Houser 
to the school you have applied after the completion of 
second semester.  
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The DHS Staff will be hosting their Annual 
  
 

CHILI  
FEED 

Friday, January 9th, 2015 
5:00 – 8:00 pm 

Sports Complex Commons Area 

Douglass HS vs
Belle Plaine 
Basketball

Chili w/all the Fixins ~ Desserts ~ Veggies ~ Drink 

A Free-will donation will be collected with 
all proceeds going to

The Douglass Ministerial Alliance

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

 

Attention all Preschoolers
The Douglass High School Human Growth and Development Class is hosting a FREE 

Preschool for children ages 2 - 5 years old.  The classes will be held in the DHS 
FACS Classroom.  Please make sure your child is potty trained or has a pull-up that 

they can wear – we cannot change diapers. 

The Preschool will be in sessions on the following dates from 12:40 – 1:30 pm: 
 
  Monday, February 23rd     Wednesday, March 25th  
  Wednesday, February 25th   Thursday, March 26th 
  Thursday, February 26th   Monday, March 30th 
  Monday, March 2nd    Wednesday, April 1st  
  Wednesday, March 4th    Thursday, April 2nd 
  Thursday, March 5th    Monday, April 6th   
  Monday, March 9th    Wednesday, April 8th  
  Wednesday, March 11th    Thursday, April 9th 
  Thursday, March 12th    Monday, April 13th 
  Monday, March 23rd    Wednesday, April 15th  
     Thursday, April 16th 
 
YOU CAN START ANY TIME AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO COME EVERYDAY! 
 

To start, just show up at the DHS FACS Classroom at 12:40.  For more 
information, please call: 

Michelle Nispel 
Family and Consumer Science teacher 

DHS - 747-3310 Cell – 218-3303 
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