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Veterans Day Program 2016 

Veterans, staff, students, and patrons from Douglass and the surrounding area were 
given a very special Veterans Day program that included members of the Patriot 
Guard and McConnell Air Force Base personnel.  Members of the high school 
National Honor Society and the middle school Students with Honor presented 
the military branch flags and the McConnell Honor Guard presented the colors.  
These students also gave a brief history of how and when Veterans Day began. 
Captain Keith Marshall spoke to the veterans and crowd about his duties in the Air 
Force and introduced the Honor Guard and working Military Dogs. The Honor 
Guard demonstrated the funeral military flag ceremony, and the working military 
dogs ran through six drills with their military handlers.  Students from the fifth 
grade, the high school madrigals and the middle school choir each sang musical 
tributes in honor of this day. This was a tremendous day to celebrate our American 
freedoms and give honor and respect to our national and local Veterans.      
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School 747-3350
Middle School 747-3340
High School 747-3310
Central Office 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel .........................................President
KaLyn Nethercot .........................Vice-President
Les Braddy  ............................................Member
Becky Mitchell....................................... Member
Mike Shirley...........................................Member
Troy Starr........ .......................................Member
Sean Stover ............................................Member
Rob Reynolds ............................ Supt. of Schools

icing is a concern, and forecasts suggest clearing, 
school may be delayed with a late start time of 
10:00 a.m.

Decisions on school closings are made at the 
district level based on National Weather Service 
Data, county-wide school weather hotline, and 
early morning observations by the superintendent 
and transportation director.  Please do not call 
before 5:30 a.m., as we will be analyzing data, 
making observations and preparing to make the 
decision.

School will not be dismissed due to storm 
conditions that arise during the day as long as 
it is feasible for students and staff to remain at 
school safely.  The district is extremely reluctant 
to dismiss school early if the weather is severe.

Listed below are the radio and television stations 
that will be notified:

KFDI (101.3 FM) 
KSNW - 3
KAKE -10
KWCH - 12

Policy on School Closings 
Due to Bad Weather

It is that time of the year again to remind everyone 
of our school closing policy:

If adverse weather conditions exist which threaten 
student transportation safety before school 
begins, the announcement will be sent out on 
the districts automated SCHOOL MESSENGER 
SYSTEM. School Messenger allows us to make 
an actual recorded phone call to every parent 
phone number in our school data base. We also 
make calls to several radio and television stations 
who will announce the closing information on the 
air.  

Every effort will be made to finalize the decision 
no later than 5:30 a.m. of school closing due to 
adverse weather conditions.  On mornings when 

BOE

The Douglass Board of Education met in regular 
session Monday, November 14, 2016 in the 
District Administrative Office. 
 
*accepted a donation $479.95 – Mid Kansas 
Construction Services – Football Tackling 
Equipment
 
*approved to sell 51 Proxim 802.11n Wireless 
Access Points

*reviewed the
KESA Process 
and The School
improvement
Timeline 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Butler County Special Education Interlocal 
COUNT YOUR KID IN

2016 – 2017

Count Your Kid In is a free developmental 
screening for infants and preschool children living 
in Butler County. The screenings are sponsored 
by the Butler County Special Education Interlocal
and authorized by Kansas State Department 
of Education. The purpose is to help parents
identify potential learning problems and find 
help. If your child has difficulty walking, talking,
seeing, hearing or learning, please call 316-
775-6904 to schedule a free appointment.

Date and Location
December 2, 2016 
Andover St. Vincent DePaul Church
123 N. Andover Rd, Andover, 316-733-1423

January 6, 2017 
Augusta First Baptist Church
1501 State Street, Augusta, 316-775-5466

January 20, 2017
 Towanda Baptist Church
529 N. 11th Street, Towanda, 316-541-2382

February 10, 2017 
St. John’s Catholic Church
302 N. Denver, El Dorado, 316-321-4796

March 17, 2017 
Haverhill Christian Church
10275 SW Haverhill Rd, Augusta, 316-775-
7024

April 7, 2017 
Andover St. Vincent DePaul Church
123 N. Andover Rd, Andover, 316-733-1423

To schedule an appointment for your child call: 
316-775-6904

Rocket Launch Tradition

After a rocky start to our launch, the tradition 
of 5th graders building and launching rockets 
continued this year.  It was a cool, cloudy, and 
breezy day, but after postponing the launch 
once, we were able to proceed with our liftoff on 
October 31st.

Fifth graders spent several weeks building their 
rockets under the guidance of Mary Woydziak.  
Others helping to make this STEM project 
possible were Brad Reynolds, our MC for the 
event, and Mrs. McCune, who secured the 
bleachers for spectators.  Jan Hopkins set up the 
launch poles and monitored the launch.  Lori 
Logsdon helped students build their rockets and 
monitored a launch pole.  

Our 5th grade students had been looking forward 
to launch day with nervous anticipation.  This 
day was a highlight of 5th grade!  We were 
pleased that so many patrons and other students 
could join us.

Following our rocket launch, Mrs. Laurie Winzer, 
a certified large rocket launcher, presented 
information on the science behind a successful 
rocket launch including Newton’s 3 Laws 
of Motion.  She shared a variety of her larger 
rockets that she has launched.  Mrs. Winzer 
also treated the students to a launch of a larger 
rocket which promptly landed on the school 
roof!  No worries, it was retrieved by our terrific 
maintenance staff.

The tradition lives on!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Frontier Christmas 
Mayor's Contest Winners

Congratulations to Miss Hallie Cooter and Miss 
Alexis Allen for their winning entries in the 2016 
Frontier Christmas Mayor's Contest. Hallie had 
the winning Coloring Contest entry and Alexis 
wrote the winning entry for the Mayor's Essay 
Contest. Both girls were recognized in a morning 
assembly on November 14th and were invited 
to ride with Mayor Jo Jennings in the Frontier 
Christmas Parade on November 19th. 

ELEMENTARY MUSIC 
CONCERT: 

WHO: 3rd/4th Grade 
and 5th Grade BAND             

Christmas Concert                  
               

DATE:December 6th 
TIME: 7:00 P.M.

WHERE: Douglass High 
School Auditorium

Seal Elementary Library is lucky to have been 
selected for a New Program Grant through 
South Central Kansas Library Systems!  We 
purchased 3D pens for our students to use.  We 
will be creating some exciting projects in the 
library!  These pens will be a great addition to 
our makerspaces! Thank you SCKLS!!!

“This program/project is funded in part by the South Central 
Kansas Library System. SCKLS serves 147 participating public 
libraries, school districts, academic libraries and special libraries 
in twelve counties. The mission of the South Central Kansas 
Library System is to assist member libraries to provide excellent 
service to their communities.”

GONE IN 60 SECONDS

The Douglass Community is invited to a 
presentation by Shelley Russell on December 9th   
at 1:45 in the Douglass High School Auditorium.   
Ms.  Russell is the mother of Trooper Nick Dees 
of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, who was killed 
by a driver that was texting his 189th text on his 
trip from Arkansas to Oklahoma.   The driver 
never saw Trooper Dees before he struck and 
killed him. 

In last month’s “Bulldog Growl”, it was mentioned 
that texting has become an epidemic on our 
streets and highways.  It is a daily occurrence that 
this writer sees driver’s texting, checking email, 
updating social media, and driving.  There is not 
any specific age group that texts and drives any 
more than the other.  My question is how many 
people have to die before we as a society get it?
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

 

KAY Club Keeps Busy!

The KAY Club has had an active first semester!  
The club kicked off the school year with a donation 
drive to help the Mulvane community recover from 
recent flooding.  Halloween was celebrated with a 
costume contest that raised money for the Red Cross 
and participated in Track or Treat for the elementary 
students.  Club members also spent an evening at 
Wesley Children’s Hospital trick or treating with the 
patients.  

In November, officers attended the Regional 
Conference held at Rose Hill High School and came 
home with new ideas and inspiration. 

Members are now gearing up for the annual “Can” 
Your Teacher” food and toy drive.  And, the tradition 
of the “Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest” will 
continue!

December Important Dates

*Seniors/Senior Parents can file FAFSA at www.fafsa.
ed.gov  (see helpful resources below)
6-Fort Hays State University Rep here at Lunch
9-Texting and Driving Speaker 1:45 pm DHS 
Auditorium
10- ACT at DHS 8:00 am
16- Leader Of the Pack - Dogs Day Out
20- End of 1st Semester, Early Dismissal 1:00 pm
21- Jan. 3 No School Christmas Break

*Junior and Senior Parents:  Please ask your student to 
show you the Google Classroom on their Chromebook, 
“Important Information for Juniors and Seniors”.  
Important information such as Scholarships, College Rep 
Visits, College Visit Dates, Post Secondary Planning, 
ACT prep, Etc.  POSTED DAILY

What Is a FAFSA?

All college students are expected to contribute towards 
their education costs. How much you and your family 
will be expected to contribute depends on your financial 
situation — and is what’s called your Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC).

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is 
used by the U.S. Department of Education to determine 
your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The 
government conducts a “need analysis” based on your 
financial information, such as income, assets, and other 
family information.

Your application is examined by a federal processor and 
the results are sent by computer to the financial aid offices 
of the colleges you’ve chosen.

The FAFSA is the application most colleges use to 
determine eligibility for federal, state, and college-
sponsored financial aid, including grants, educational 
loans, and work-study programs.

HELPFUL Information:

 Youtube VIDEOS 
Are you ready to apply for financial aid for college or 
career school? Check out this playlist that describes the 
process of filling out the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA).    https://www.youtube.com/playli
st?list=PL23B9A23CD8DD82DD&feature=plcp  

FAFSA4Caster  

FAFSA4caster will help you understand your options 
for paying for college, provide some basic information 
and will estimate your eligibility for federal student 
aid. Your estimate will be shown in the "College Cost 
Worksheet" where you can also provide estimated 
amounts of other student aid and savings that can go 
towards your college education.
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At the beginning of the summer, the MVP camp 
hosted a team camp at Douglass. Central of 
Burden High School, Douglass High School, and 
a few other campers from Oklahoma and various 
surrounding schools came to participate. Thanks 
to Kaylee Mann and Emily Brown for kicking off 
our summer with a GREAT week of fundamentals 
and fun!

Once again the team chose to participate in the 
Branson summer camp for our team bonding! 
During the 4 days, we went to Table Rock Lake, 
shopped at their outlet malls, watched a show at the 
Legends Concert, ate, and of course, played some 
VOLLEYBALL! I MEAN a lot of volleyball!!! 
We could not have been able to participate in this 
as a team without the support from the Triangle 
Restaurant and staff hosting a fundraiser to help 
the players in the cost of the camp and hotel. 
For all of you that came and ate that day at the 
Triangle, we appreciate it so much!!! You not only 
get awesome food to eat; you are also helping out 
these athletes to get to participate in something 
that they may not have been able to do without 
you! We hope this tradition can continue!!

Summer went really fast and the next thing we 
knew…..August 15 was here! The first official 
day to practice for school season! What a school 
season it turned out to be! There were some ups 
and downs along the way, but we, as coaches, 
can’t express enough how much we appreciate 
how hard the athletes worked to get better. 
They set some goals individually and as a team 
and worked extra hard to try and achieve them. 
C-Team ended with a 1-18 record. JV finished 
with a 17-7 record. Varsity ended with a 33-9 
record. There were also awards and tournament 
finishes that we want to acknowledge. Varsity 
ended up placing 2nd at the Douglass, Circle, and 
Clearwater tournaments. Varsity also won Sub-

 

State and finished 4th at State. Madison Woody, 
Kenlee Martin, and Katelyn Moore received all-
tournament teams for Douglass and Clearwater. 
Madison and Katelyn also received 3A All-State 
Tournament team and CPL 1st team. Kenlee 
Martin received CPL 2nd team and Allison 
Zalusky received CPL honorable mention. Then 
three were honored with the KVA 3A ALL-
STATE TEAM award. Madison Woody received 
1st team, Katelyn Moore received 2nd team, and 
Kenlee Martin received honorable mention. They 
were picked to be in the top 21 best volleyball 
athletes in class 3A! Congratulations to these 
3. They worked hard not only during season, 
but during the off season to get better at their 
volleyball skills and knowledge. Making All-
State is a HUGE accomplishment!

The volleyball team cannot express enough how 
much we appreciate ALL the support that we 
have received from family members, the school 
staff, classmates, the Triangle Restaurant, Booster 
Club, and our Douglass community family! We 
also want to thank the parents for providing ALL 
the “goodie bags” that we received for sub-state 
and State! It was great to have all the snacks, 
candy, and trinkets!

 

2016 Douglass High School Volleyball
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