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The Winning Spirit
By Rob Reynolds

As I sit down to write this month’s “Bulldog Growl” article, I began to think about what this title really 
means.  “The Winning Spirit”, some would argue, embodies what the media puts out in front of us through 
the many televised events, sports talk shows, and commercials we and our student athletes are exposed to.  
Some would say that it means, no matter what, the success of programs and teams is measured by the win/
loss column.  There are many that would tell you that “The Winning Spirit” simply means what kind of 
character we instill in our kids.  So when the dust settles and the season and careers are over what do our kids 
gain from their participation in activities?  Competition does strange things to people, and by nature we live 
in a competitive environment.  I have some questions that I would like to pose about “The Winning Spirit”.

Real winners in sports are those who know how to persevere and behave with dignity whether they win 
or lose a game.  Doesn’t the same hold true in real life?  Real winners in life are those who know how to 
persevere and behave with dignity whether they succeed or fail in their life endeavors.  Shouldn’t we expect 
our kids to act with class and character in their extracurricular activities as we do in our everyday endeavors?  
If these are the traits we expect from our kids shouldn’t we ourselves live up to those expectations?

Remember the saying, “Actions speak louder than words”? That’s especially true when it comes to teaching 
children the basics of good sportsmanship and ultimately “The Winning Spirit”.  Do you remember when 
your child or grandchild was a toddler and how impressionable they were in their younger years?  Well I 
have news for you, they are still impressionable.  They are still watching us and they take notice on how we 
respond to things in our everyday life.  Your behavior as a parent or spectator during practices and games 
will influence your child more than any pep talk or lecture you give them.  Breaking down your athlete’s 
performance, their teammates performance, or the coaches and officials performance not only sends negative 
messages to kids about sportsmanship, but it breaks their “Winning Spirit”.  It causes a major conflict with 
the athlete.  Who should the student take seriously?  Why would an athlete want to listen to someone in the 
stands criticizing them or their team’s performance?  The athlete wants support and encouragement.  It is our 
job as spectators to embrace the true meaning of “The Winning Spirit”.   

continued on page 2.................
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Vince Lombardi once said, “Winning is not 
everything-but making the effort to win is.” Our 
entire staff, board of education and administration 
are truly committed to the development of the 
“Winning Spirit”. The entire mission and goals 
of the district are centered on these ideals.   I have 
been excited about the effort put forth by our 
students and coaches.  I see our teachers and staff 
members going the extra mile to instill pride and 
character in our students.  “The Winning Spirit” 
is alive in Douglass Schools, in more ways than 
one.  We have increasing numbers participating 
in extra- curricular activities.  I see our student 
athletes playing hard and leaving all they have 
on the field and court.  We have students learning 
at high levels and we have expanded educational 
opportunities for our students at all levels.  I see 
tremendous support from parents throughout the 
district.   The Douglass PTO and Booster Club 
are instrumental in providing many luxuries to 
our students.  Parents and patrons have always 
stepped up to help when there is a need.   The 
community should be proud of its “Winning 
Spirit”.

You might ask yourself why we have 
extracurricular activities?  Well the reasons are 
clear.  Activities promote the following character 
traits:
• Students perform better academically
• Self-esteem and self confidence
• Social cooperation
• Increased leadership skills
• Physical fitness
• Work ethic
• Foster success in later life

Ultimately, we are developing and promoting 
character in our young people by offering student 
activities.  As you attend activities and support 
our students I challenge you to remember what 
the true “Winning Spirit” embodies.  We must 
remember as spectators it is our kids who are 
playing, not us.
Go Bulldogs!  

............continued from page 1

Douglass High School 
Student Of The Month

GRETCHEN GRIMMETT

Gretchen is described by her teachers as a hard 
worker, always friendly, having high moral 
values, represents our school in a positive manner, 
positive, responsible and polite.  Gretchen 
will go out of her way to ask people how their 
day is going and say hello.  She is involved in 
many extracurricular activities at DHS such as 
Watchdog Mentor, SADD, KAYS, Band, NHS 
and STUCO.  She is a leader at DHS and helps 
organize fun activities that all the students enjoy 
during Homecoming week and Academic Spirit 
Days.  Congratulations on this honor as it is well 
deserved! 



December 2018         Page 3

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School 747-3350
Middle School 747-3340
High School 747-3310
Central Office 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel .........................................President
Mike Shirley.................................Vice President
Les Braddy  ............................................Member
Spencer Linville .....................................Member
Becky Mitchell....................................... Member
Troy Starr........ .......................................Member
Sean Stover ............................................Member
Rob Reynolds ............................ Supt. of Schools

icing is a concern, and forecasts suggest clearing, 
school may be delayed with a late start time of 
10:00 a.m.

Decisions on school closings are made at the 
district level based on National Weather Service 
Data, county-wide school weather hotline, and 
early morning observations by the superintendent 
and transportation director.  Please do not call 
before 5:30 a.m., as we will be analyzing data, 
making observations and preparing to make the 
decision.

School will not be dismissed due to storm 
conditions that arise during the day as long as 
it is feasible for students and staff to remain at 
school safely.  The district is extremely reluctant 
to dismiss school early if the weather is severe.

Listed below are the radio and television stations 
that will be notified:

KFDI (101.3 FM) 
KSNW - 3
KAKE -10
KWCH - 12

Policy on School Closings 
Due to Bad Weather

It is that time of the year again to remind everyone 
of our school closing policy:

If adverse weather conditions exist which threaten 
student transportation safety before school 
begins, the announcement will be sent out on 
the districts automated SCHOOL MESSENGER 
SYSTEM. School Messenger allows us to make 
an actual recorded phone call to every parent 
phone number in our school data base. We also 
make calls to several radio and television stations 
who will announce the closing information on the 
air.  

Every effort will be made to finalize the decision 
no later than 5:30 a.m. of school closing due to 
adverse weather conditions.  On mornings when 

BOE BRIEFS
The Douglass Board of Education met in regular 
session Monday, November 12, 2018 in the Dis-
trict Administrative Office

*accepted donations: PTO - $200.00 – ES PE

*accepted a grant: SCKLS – $225.00 - Leslie 
Henderson Conference 
 
*disposal of Property: Six iPhones, Old Teacher 
Laptops, 1999 Dodge Caravan (V-2)

*rescinded the 2017-18 Reissuance of Financial 
Statements

*accepted the Blue Bird Bus Bid at $86,592

*accepted the resignation from Breanna Burkett-
High School Evening Custodian

*transferred Susan Sartin from the Elementary 
School Custodian to the High School Evening 
Custodian
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NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK AND 
HALLOWEEN WINNERS

                         
October brought some excitement to Seal Elementary lunchroom! The week of October 15-19 was 
National School Lunch Week and in honor of that the Opaa! staff gave away a movie night basket! 
Congratulations to our big winner, Taden Metcalf! 

On Halloween the Opaa! staff had a “secret tray” giveaway.  A sticker was randomly placed on the 
bottom of a tray, one per grade. When the students went thru the lunchline and received their tray they 
were told to check the bottom to see if the had they “secret tray”. Our winners that day received a 
Halloween themed prize. The lucky winners were: Kindergarten-Kaiden Heckathorn, 1st grade- Brady 
Butcher, 2nd grade- Rein Roberts, 3rd grade- Chase Butcher, 4th grade- Aislin Craun, and 5th grade- 
Jaxon Brewer!

Sisk Middle School and Douglass High School Opaa! staff also gave away prizes for National School 
Lunch Week! Sisk Middle School winner of the snack basket was – Haley Fenno and the winners 
of the high school gift cards were- $30 itunes cards-Kameron Davis, $20 Freddy’s gift card- Sabian 
Lovell, and $10 Chick-Fil-A- Randy Noeller.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR OCTOBER WINNERS!

Kaiden Heckathorn

Brady Butcher

Rein Roberts

Aislin Craun

Chase Butcher Jaxon Brewer
Taden Metcalf
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations to Kethan and Charlotte for 
making 150 Accelerated Reader points!  This is a 
great accomplishment!  Keep READING!!!

What is MTSS and how does it play
 a part in student success?

A Multi-Tier System of Supports and 
Alignment (MTSS) is a term used in Kansas 
to describe how schools go about creating a 
system to provide supports for each child in their 
building to be successful and the processes and 
tools used to make decisions (TASN).  At Seal 
Elementary, we have two MTSS coordinators 
that are responsible for K-2 (Danielle Dunagan) 
and 3-5 (Christina Dunham).  Together they work 
with teachers through a process of assessments 
and data evaluation to determine the instructional 
needs of each student in our building.

Students are provided reading instruction in small 
groups called “Purple Power Time” on the needs 
determined by various assessments.  Students 
also receive additional instructional support for 
math in different math support groups as well.

Last year our school saw significant improvement 
overall in reading and math assessments based on 
the support students received in tiered instruction 
as well as their regular classroom instruction. 

Groups are fluid and change continuously 
throughout the year based on the needs of students 
at the time of assessments.  

If parents have questions about the support their 
child is receiving, they can always contact their 
child’s teacher and/or Mrs. Dunagan or Mrs. 
Dunham at any time!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

First, take all the feathers off.  
Next, cook it at the grill or the oven.
Then, stir it.  Add salt and pepper.
Last, roast it and EAT IT!
-Gabriel Rasico

First, catch the turkey.
Next, cook it.  Look in a cooking book.
Than, let it cool so it won't burn in your mouth.
Last, eat it up!
-Vayda Niblack

First, cook it.  20 degrees for 10 minutes or 20 
hours.
Next, cut it.
Then, put cheese on it.
Last, eat it!
-Decklin Sills

First, cook it in the oven.  Warm for 10 hours.
Next, put it on the plate.
Then, cool it down.
Last, eat your fruit first.  Eat the turkey!
-Cheyanna Bahm

How to Cook a Turkey...
First, put it in the oven for 4 seconds.
Next, take it out of the oven.
Then, bake it again if its not very hot.
Last, eat it!
-Bryan Lampe

First, shoot it.  Pluck off its feathers.
Next, take it home.
Then, cook it or roast it. Chop it for turkey stew.
Last, add vegetables and other types of meat. 
EAT!
-Micah Lynn

First, take off the skin.
Next, put it in the oven. 24 degress for 20 
minutes.
Then, take it out.  Put butter through its bottom.
Last, add seasoning and EAT IT!
-Audrey Williams

First, put it in the oven.  12 degress for 13 
minutes.
Next, take it out of the oven.  Take the feathers 
off.
Then, cut the legs off.
Last, EAT IT!  Throw the bones away!
-Brylee Wixon
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Elementary School Social Worker’s Corner
Lion's Quest

In November the students began to set goals that 
are associated with the third Habit from the 7 
Habits of Happy Kids. Habit 3 is “Put First Things 
First- Work First, Then Play ”. Habit 3 is where 
Habit 1 and Habit 2 join together.When we are 
proactive (Habit 1) and set goals for ourselves 
(Habit 2) we then need an effective way to 
achieve our goals. In Habit 3, students are taught 
that time management skills that will enable kids 
to feel comfortable, confident and calm through:
1. Notes and checklists 
2. Calendars
3. Prioritize, clarify values, compare relative 
worth of activities
4. Preserve and enhance relationships to 
accomplish results. 

For more information and parent activities visit 
www.theleaderinme.org/parents

1. The school community promotes core ethical 
and performance values as the foundation of 
good character. 
2. The school defines “character” comprehensively 
to include thinking, feeling, and doing. 
3. The school uses a comprehensive, 
intentional, and proactive approach to character 
development. 
4. The school creates a caring community.
 5. The school provides students with opportunities 
for moral action. 
6. The school offers a meaningful and challenging 
academic curriculum that respects all learners, 
develops their character, and helps them to 
succeed. 
7. The school fosters students’ self-motivation. 
8. The school staff is an ethical learning 
community that share responsibility for character 
education and adheres to the same core values 
that guide the students.
9. The school fosters shared leadership and 
long range support of the character education 
initiative. 
10. The school engages families and community 
members as partners in the character-building 
effort. 
11. The school regularly assesses its culture and 
climate, the functioning of its staff as character 
educators, and the extent to which its students 
manifest good character. 

Why is Social/Emotional important?
One of the key components of the Social Emotional 
Development is Character. It is learning with our 
heads, hearts and hands to be caring and civil, 
to make healthy decisions, to effectively problem 
solve, to be respectful and responsible, to be 
good citizens and to be empathetic and ethical 
individuals. Kansas provides a fact sheet on the 
11 Principles of Character Education: 
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Gold Card Party
On November 9th, we celebrated our Gold Card 
Party in the classrooms playing Saran Wrap 
Ball game with prizes of bubbles, pencils, and 
poppers

Families
Students and their Bulldog family members have 
been utilizing teamwork to achieve activities and 
goals relating to the 7 Habits

Resources
Derby Area- Circles
Circles is a free 12 week program that provides 
meetings focused on education and support 
that discusses topics that include: financial 
situations, education/career advancement and 
healthy relationships. Circle meetings start with 
a fellowship dinner at 5:30 and childcare is 
provided. 

For more information please contact:
Derby Presbyterian Church
324 N Baltimore  Derby, KS 67037
(316) 788-2140
Circlesderby.org

 12 Baskets Inc-
Distributes monthly on the 3rd Saturday from 
8:30-11 am, USDA commodities and a box of 
food. 

For more information: 
701 S. Atchison
El Dorado, KS 67042
(316) 390-8727

ELEMENTARY NEWS
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We had another successful turnout for Donuts 
with Dad! Thanks so much to those who 
volunteered! Special thanks goes out to the 
184th Intel Squadron who sent men to sit with 
kids whose dads couldn’t attend!

Please be sure to check out the Teacher Wishlist 
Trees in front of the gym. The teachers have 
ornaments with items that they could use in their 
classrooms for Christmas!

We have two new events coming up! On Saturday, 
February 23rd, PTO will host a Mother Son 
Event and on Saturday, March 2nd we will host 
a Daddy Daughter Dance. More information will 
come home closer to the events.

We have been looking into the playground 
equipment purchase with the proceeds of our 
Bulldog Dash fundraiser! As I’m sure you are 
aware, playground equipment is extremely 
expensive! As we told the students when we 
kicked off the Bulldog Dash, it will take more 
than one year of fundraising. Currently, we have 
about half of the money we need to make this 
large purchase. We want to purchase something 
that will last for a very long time. Please plan to 
attend the next PTO meeting on December 3rd at 
6pm in the elementary library to hear more about 
what we plan to purchase!

Be sure as you shop on Amazon this year to use 
www.smile.amazon.com and choose Seal PTO 
as your charity to support! It uses your existing 
Amazon Account to support Seal PTO just like 
your Dillon’s Plus Card does!

Katie McCosh
PTO President

ELEMENTARY NEWS

PTO NEWS

Mrs. Gardner’s Class would like to thank the 
community for helping us reach our goal! We are 
now able to purchase the materials for our craft 
table and Mr. Rhodes’ woodworking class is 
going to build it. We appreciate all your support.  
Enjoy the Holidays!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

PAWSITIVLEY 
FUN
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Students with Honor and SADD officers attend Crime Stoppers Conference

On Tuesday, November 7th, the Middle School Students with Honor members and Douglass High 
School SADD officers went to Butler Community College to attend the first annual Crime Stoppers 
Scholastic Conference.  The students listened to keynote speaker Shannon McKain, a former NFL 
Chiefs Cheerleader, talk about knowing your strengths as a student and what you can do to make a 
positive impact in your school and community.  Kansas Senator Bruce Givens spoke to the students 
about the power of our democracy and the importance of the election day to students, schools and 
communities.  Mr. Kurt Spivey, the El Dorado School Resource Officer, challenged each student to 
go back to his or her school to carry the message that everyone belongs, and students should come to 
school knowing they are safe and respected.  Students from various local schools were placed together 
to brainstorm new ideas and solutions for improving student relationships, and creating a welcoming 
and safe environment free from bullying and harassment.  Door prizes were given throughout the day 
to encourage participation and fun for each student that attended.
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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Douglass High School  

Toy and Food Drive 

For the Douglass Ministerial Alliance 

Dec. 3rd - Dec. 14th 
 

All items collected will go to the residents of Douglass 
*Peanut Butter 

*Soups 
*Spaghetti Sauce 

*Canned fruit and vegetables 
 

All donations can be left at the HS/MS Offices. 
 

Sponsored by KAY Club 

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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  CLASSIFIED POSITION(S)
Elementary School Custodian 

(10:00AM - 6:30PM)
Route Bus Driver

Substitute Bus Driver
Substitute Van Driver

APPLICATION PROCESS:  Please 
complete the on-line application at www.
usd396.net and return to Douglass USD 
396, 921 E. First St, Douglass, KS  67039.  
Applications will be accepted until position 
is filled.

 BUTLER COUNTY SPECIAL ED 
INTERLOCAL

 Elementary School Special Education 
Paraeducator

APPLICATION PROCESS:  Interested 
applicants please complete the application 
located on the Butler County Special 
Education Interlocal #638 at https://www.
applitrack.com/bcsbc/onlineapp/default.
aspx.

          OPAA POSITION
Substitutes

APPLICATION PROCESS:  Interested applicants 
please complete the application located on the 
Opaa website at http://www.opaafood.com/
index.php/opaa-careers/apply-now.  If you have 
any questions regarding this position, please 
contact Jeri Eck, Food Service Director, at 316-
747-3340.  

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

 Douglass USD 396 is in need of substitute 
teachers.  The daily rate will be $100 per day and 
$45.00 for half day.  The minimum requirement to 
receive an Emergency Substitute Teacher License 
through the Kansas State Department of Education 
is 60 semester credit hours from a regionally 
accredited college or university.  Semester credit 
hours and/or degrees must be earned through a 
college or university accredited by an approved 
regional accrediting association.  Please go to the 
following link for further information:  https://
www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-
Services/Teacher-Licensure-and-Accreditation/
Licensure/License-Requirements/Emergency-
Substitute-License-Requirements

 

APPLICATION PROCESS:  Please complete the 
on-line application at www.usd396.net and return 
to Douglass USD 396, 921 E. First St, Douglass, 
KS  67039.  

 USD 396 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

DOUGLASS USD 396 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES



   
   
   

December 2018        Page 16

Christmas Break


