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Cross country season began with hope, but a lot of uncertainty.  There were many unanswered questions to begin the 
season.  The girls lost a very productive member of the team and weren’t sure how we were going to fill that spot and 
with the race changing from 4K to 5K, they weren’t sure how well they would race at the longer distance.  The boys 
weren’t sure of even having enough numbers out to fill a team, how well they could compete as a team, or if their 
performances from last year would carry them through this year.

As we went through the season, the questions were still there, but the answers seemed to be revealing themselves little 
by little through the foggy mist of competition.  As we approached Regionals, the girls had developed into a solid 
team with a probable trip to State, but the boys’ status was still up in the air.  The boys’ performances at Regionals 
proved to be stellar as the team earned their first trip to State in almost 20 years placing 3rd as a team at Regionals.  
Ashten Dodson led the way setting a personal record and coming in 5th, with Gabe Wasson and Reece Bourisaw 
doing the same and coming in 13th and 17th, respectively.  Rounding out the team score with solid performances 
and personal records were Triston Gilpin, Vaughn Anderson, Owen Porter, and Josh Foster.  We couldn’t have been 
happier with their performances and the boys were ecstatic to earn their passage to State competition even though it 
meant another week of practice.

The girls put together solid performances to earn 2nd as a team at Regionals and earn their 6th straight berth to State 
competition.  Klair Gibson led the charge for the girls finishing 1st and almost a full minute in front of the next 
runner.  Kryslyn Henderson and Starla Goodman came in 11th and 14th, respectively, running solid races with Taylor 
Gilpin, Hannah Reynolds, Devon Cokeley, and AlessiaCokeley performing well and giving the team the places it 
needed to make it to State competition.

As awesome as Regionals were, State was even better.  The girls’ team saw six of the seven girls earn personal 
records with one becoming the 3A Girls’ State Champion!  Klair Gibson earned her state champion title by finishing 
almost a full minute in front of the number 2 runner!  Kryslyn Henderson showed her metal by running a fantastic 
race and placing 7th overall.  Taylor Gilpin and Starla Goodman proved their toughness earning spots in 26th and 
28th overall.  Finishing out the team scoring was Hannah Reynolds with her best time of the year followed by Devon 
and Alessia Cokeley doing the same.  They couldn’t have picked a better time to run their best than during the State 
Championship.  Overall the team earned 3rd place receiving a trophy for all the dedication and tenacity they showed 
throughout the season.

2015 Cross Country

continued on page 2........
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School 747-3350
Middle School 747-3340
High School 747-3310
Central Office 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Dillons Community 
Rewards Members – 

Time to Re-Enroll 
in this program 

A huge thank you to the Sisk Middle 
School Community Rewards members!  
As a result of being a registered 
member in 2015, the rewards for our 
school have been extremely helpful 
to our students and staff.  Beginning 
January 1, 2016, current members will 
need to re-enroll in the program in 
order for purchases throughout 2016 to 
credit our school.  For new or returning 
members you will need to sign in to:  
dillons.com/community rewards and 
follow the steps to enroll or re-enroll.  
You will still continue to receive your 
Dillons plus points and savings AND 
we receive funds to benefit our school 
and students.  

BOE BRIEFS

The Douglass Board of Education met in regular 
session at 6:00 p.m. Monday, November 9, 2015 
in the District Administrative Office.  

*accepted the June 30, 2015audit as presented. 

*offered employment to Justin Skaer – Elementary 
Part Time Custodian and Daniel Jantz – Boys 
Tennis.  

The boys’ team didn’t quite have the outcome 
of the girls but still had some wonderful 
performances.  Three of the seven boys achieved 
personal records at State.  Ashten Dodson had a 
phenomenal performance running his best time 
on the toughest course in Kansas and earning a 
5th place medal!  Gabe Wasson also ran his best 
time finishing 36th while Josh Foster also set 
a personal best.  The rest of the team ran well 
enough for us to tie for 10th with West Franklin.  
Unfortunately, we lost the tie breaker, so we 
finished 11th.  Even though they didn’t earn a 
trophy, it was wonderful to make it to State as 
a team to be one of the top teams in the State.  
The boys and girls Cross Country teams worked 
exceptionally hard this year to earn their right 
to compete at State.  It was a great experience 
to have both teams qualify for State and make 
the trip.  This year’s team had great camaraderie 
and some personal accomplishments that were 
beyond belief.  Several members continued to 
improve throughout the year and ran their best 
times on the toughest CC course in Kansas.  It was 
a wonderful experience that Mr. Reynolds and I 
were fortunate to be a part.  Congratulations 2015 
CC Teams!  We are already looking forward to 
next year.  The boys team are all underclassmen, 
so we look to improve and compete for a trophy 
next year, while the girls do lose a State Champion 
in Klair Gibson. The remaining girls are ready to 
step up and do all they can to earn a trophy again 
next year.

......continued from page 1
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Butler County Special Education
Interlocal

COUNT YOUR KID IN
2015 – 2016

Count Your Kid In is a free developmental 
screening for infants and preschool children living 
inButler County. The screenings are sponsored by 
the Butler County Special Education Interlocal 
and authorized by Kansas State Department of 
Education. The purpose is to help parents identify 
potential learning problems and find help. If 
your child has difficulty walking, talking, seeing, 
hearing or learning, please call 1-800-353-8561 
to schedule a free appointment.

Date and Location
December 4, 2015     
Andover St. Vincent DePaul Church
123 N. Andover Rd, Andover, 316-733-1423

January 8, 2016     
Augusta First Baptist Church
1501 State Street, Augusta, 316-775-5466

January 22, 2016     
Towanda Baptist Church
529 N. 11th Street, Towanda, 316-541-2382

February 19, 2016     
St. John’s Catholic Church
302 N. Denver, El Dorado, 316-321-4796

March 4, 2016     
Haverhill Christian Church
10275 SW Haverhill Rd, Augusta, 316-775-7024

April 8, 2016      
Andover St. Vincent DePaul Church
123 N. Andover Rd, Andover, 316-733-1423

To schedule an appointment for your
 child call: 316-775-6904 or 1-800-353-8561

Mayor’s Contest Winners 

The City of Douglass holds an annual Mayor’s 
Contest in connection with the Frontier 
Christmas festivities. There is a coloring contest 
for primary students and an essay contest for 
intermediate students. Winners of the contest 
get to ride in the Frontier Christmas parade with 
the mayor and enjoy some perks of the day. 
Mayor Ramsey announced the 2015 winners 
at a morning assembly on November 16th. The 
coloring contest winner was second grader, Abby 
Williams and the essay contest winner was fifth 
grader, Michael Taylor. Congratulations!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel .........................................President
KaLyn Nethercot .........................Vice-President
Les Braddy  ............................................Member
Becky Mitchell....................................... Member
Mike Shirley...........................................Member
Troy Starr........ .......................................Member
Sean Stover ............................................Member
Rob Reynolds ............................ Supt. of Schools
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

The month of October’s
 “Royal Classroom” is
Mrs. Bassett’s class!

Classes earn the title of the “Royal Classroom” 
by demonstrating skills they have learned in 
the Lions Quest curriculum, meeting school 
expectations and demonstrating

R-respectful
O-ffer kindness
Y-earn for success
A-ct safe
L-ove one another
behaviors.

The Douglass School Libraries are promoting 
reading through a new publicity program.  We 
were very fortunate to be the recipients of a grant 
through South Central Kansas Library System 
to purchase software and supporting equipment 
which will assist us in making READ Posters 
and Bookmarks.  The posters will be spotlighting 
staff, students, and community members caught 
in the act of reading.  Keep an eye on the Bulldog 
Growl each month for the newest READ Poster 
featuring a special library user!  You might 
even see some of these posters around the 
community.

This program is funded in part by the South Central Kansas 
Library System.  SCKLS serves 147 participating public libraries, 
school districts, academic libraries and special libraries in twelve 
counties.  The mission of the South Central Kansas Library 
System is to assist member libraries to provide excellent service 
to their communities.

Seal Elementary student of the month is Amron 
Bates. Amron is the daughter of Ashley DeHoff 
and David Bates. She is a fifth grader in Mrs. 
Smith’s class whose favorite subject in school is 
reading. Amron enjoys reading because she is a 
good reader. When she grows up, Amron would 
like to study psychology because she likes helping 
people and making them happy. In her spare 
time Amron participates in volleyball and reads 
books – especially those with graphic cartoons. 

Student of the Month

Thanks you to Seal Elementary Students who 
raised $113.70 to benefit the Douglass Ministerial 
Alliance during their Charity Hat Day held 
Friday, November 13th. Hats off to our generous 
students! 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Thank you to all who attended Donuts with Dad 
on November 5!  We had a great turnout and 
enjoyed the time with the parents and kiddos.  A 
special thanks to Kim Stover and Bev Schellenger 
and the other volunteers who helped make the 
event a success!  

The PTO Teacher Appreciation committee has 
been working hard this fall finding fun ways to 
help out and recognize our teachers.  If you came 
to the book fair you may have noticed the table 
with the teacher book wish list.  This was huge 
success and many books were donated to the 
classrooms.  Thank you to those who donated!  
The committee has now put up a few Christmas 
trees in the foyer of the elementary school.  
The trees have paper ornaments on them with 
a teacher name and a gift idea.  This is a great 
way to recognize your child’s teacher and get 
something for them that you know they want/
need!  Don’t forget about the specials teachers 
also! (like music, PE etc…)  However, the kids 
were pretty excited about this idea and many of 
the paper ornaments disappeared the first day 
after the tree was put up,so please check with 
your child to see if they took an ornament and be 
sure to get the gift if you can or send the ornament 
back to be put on the tree if you’d rather not 
participate!  Please have teacher gifts delivered 
back to school by the week of December 14!  
Thanks for helping us make the season bright for 
our great teachers!

We have cancelled our December PTO meeting 
and will resume business at our January meeting 
on January 4, 2016 at 6:00 pm in the Seal 
Elementary Library.  For those of you who haven’t 
attended a meeting this year, I encourage you to 
attend.  Our committees have been working hard 
and as a result, it makes our monthly meeting 
much shorter and more efficient.  Believe it or 
not, we’ve been able to conclude business in 30 
- 45 minutes at a couple meetings!  

Seal PTO News:
Save the date for the following things already 
planned for February:
Thursday, February 25 – Muffins With Mom
Saturday, February 27 – 2nd annual PTO Bulldog 
Bingo Night

Finally, as you visit grandparents and other family 
members this holiday season, don’t forget to ask 
them to support our school by saving box tops, 
labels for education, Tyson A+ labels and used 
printer cartridges!  All of these things can be sent 
to school with your kiddo and converted to cash 
and free merchandise for our school!  There are 
also drop off points around town, like the library, 
city hall and post office for those community 
members who want to support the school!  Also, 
ask local friends and family to sign up to support 
our PTO through Dillons Community Rewards, 
our patron number is #19682.  This has been a 
great PAINLESS fundraiser for our organization.  
You make money for our school, just by shopping 
at Dillons!  Instructions to sign up can be found 
at the following link:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/497/
dillons_cr.pdf

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your 
PTO!  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Pawsitively Purple 1st nine 
weeks list of students 

Congratulations!
 
6th Grade  
 

7th Grade   8th Grade 

Alexandra Anderson  
Jordan Brewer 
Emma Carr 
Brooklynn Carver  
Jewella Cokeley 
Julian Dehoff 
Courtney Dunagan 
Brendan Hallacy 
Lauren Henderson  
Jace High  
Dalton Hilyard  
Ereka Hiser 
Melissa Lehrmann 
Joe Martin  
Justin Martin  
Natalie McCosh 
Kylie Metsker 
Atom Miller  
Andrew Moore  
Nick Parker  
Matthew Reynolds  
Brady Roberts 
Hailey Satkowski 
Adam Schwintz 
Kaitlyn Seiwart 
Frank Tilton  
Brianna Wasson 

Emmett Anderson  
David Arevalo  
Trevor Beggs 
Kendall Coombes 
Wylie Downer  
Savannah Edmonds   
Clayton Elliott  
Holly Engle  
Ein Espinoza  
Hunter Glaves 
Hannah Grimmett  
Nathan Joseph  
Jeanette Lehrmann 
Cole Martin  
Brody Mertz 
Brandon Parker  
Roger Powell  
Max Ramey  
Malissa Taylor 
Anna Walton 

Lucas Bohannon 
Derrick Davis 
Heather Foltz 
Jayden High 
Claire Hilyard 
Tre Karagainis 
Lainie Metsker 
Maranda Mitchell 
Rylie Owens 
Kiley Self 
Dakota Tireman 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

This month’s Sisk Middle School student of the 
month is Max Ramey. He is the son of Alicia and 
Rob Ramey. He currently is a 7th grader. He has 
one older brother, a freshman named Landon. His 
favorite schools subject is Math because it is fun 
to be challenged and to work out the problems. 
He currently plays basketball for the school and 
outside of the school he is an avid soccer player! 
We are proud to call Max a Bulldog!

This month’s Douglass High School student of the 
month is Janna Benson. She is the granddaughter of 
Don and Judy Gowan. She is a senior here at DHS. 
She has participated in Band, Basketball, Softball, 
Stuco, National Honor Society and KAYs. Her 
future plans include joining the military or going 
to Cowley County community college for Criminal 
Law. Janna is a great student and a great kid! Love 
having her here at DHS!

Food Drive 
Beginning November 30th through December 
14th the middle school students will have the 
opportunity to bring canned goods and non-
perishable food items to support the Douglass 
Ministerial Alliance Holiday Food Drive.  In the 
past years, our students have been instrumental 
in collecting food items that benefitted many of 
our Douglass residents.  Students may even have 
some incentives and activities on December 18th 
for reaching food donation goals and classroom 
challenges.  Thank you for helping your child 
learn the value of helping others in our community 
by supporting this program.   

School House Rocks with the Shocks!
 

On Friday, December 4th all 7th and 8th grade 
students will be attending the Wichita State 
University School House Rocks with the 
Shocks event.  This one of a kind day trip will 
feature an educational benefit focusing on math.  
Students will be admitted free of charge and will 
be bringing a sack lunch to enjoy prior to the 
game.  

Katie Cox and Hailey Titus makes it 
into District Honor Band

On November 7th, Katie Cox and Hailey Titus 
auditioned for a spot in the Southcentral district 
honor band. During this audition process, 
students must prepare determined pieces for 
their instrument, prepare 5 scales and also their 
chromatic scale. They walk into a room with 
their judges facing away from them and play 
their prepared pieces and scale that is determined 
that day to the best of their abilities. Once they 
are done there, they walk into another room right 
after to perform their chromatic scale and also a 
music they must sight-read in front of different 
judges. This is a huge achievement for these girls 
and qualifies them to audition for All-State Honor 
band. The concert for district honor band is at 
Wichita East High School on Saturday December 
5th at 3:00pm. Congrats!!

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
DHS Marching Band Ends the Marching 

Season in Success!

The DHS marching band completed another great 
marching season. The band proudly took the field for 5 
home football games while preparing their competitive 
show “RiverDance.” The band went to the state fair and 
received Superior (I) rating for the 12th consecutive 
year in a row. 

The band’s competition season continued with the 
Southern Plains Marching Festival in Andover, Ks 
on October 28th. This competition focused strictly on 
field show performance. The band proudly received an 
Excellent (II) rating at this competition

At the last home football game for 2015, the DHS band 
put on their 8th annual Night Show on October 29th. 
The band continues to enjoy this Douglass tradition and 
looks forward to doing it again next year!

DHS band continued their crazy competition week 
and went to Ark City for the Arkalalah Marching Band 
Festival on October 31st. The band first competed in 
the parade portion of the day and received Superior 
(I) ratings! Then the band performed their field show 
and received an Excellent (II) rating, which was well 
received because they had the same ratings as a band 
twice their size!

Lexi Scheibler and the band would like to that this 
opportunity to thank administrators, grounds and 
maintenance staff, custodians and bus drivers for the 
support that was shown towards the band! Thank you!!

Next we would like to thank the band parents. We 
appreciate you all for providing food, driving equipment 
to performances, and the constant support. You are the 
reason that the band continues to function at a high 
level. We couldn’t have done it without you!!

Lastly, Mrs. Scheibler would like to thank the band 
members for their tireless efforts. Thank you for being 
resilient and continuing to help each other to get through 
the hard times. Without all of your efforts, the band 
couldn’t have learned a full marching show in little 
over a month let alone have had a successful marching 
season! You are a special group and you should be 
extremely proud of the season you completed!

 

 

 

OPAA! GRAB N GO BREAKFAST
IS HERE

Hungary after your early morning practice? 
Running late and no time to eat? Well now you 
can grab your breakfast and go! Stop by the High 
school or Middle school kitchen and grab your 
breakfast in a handy bag, check out, and head to 
class. No waiting, and everything you need to 
start your day right!

Breakfast on the go!Stop by the High School or 
Middle School kitchen between 7:35-7:55 each 
morning to get a fast and easy breakfast to take 
to class! This is for High School Students only. 
Only 1 entrée item will be available for grab n 
go each day.
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The volleyball team would like to once again say “thank you” to our family members, student body, 
staff members, Triangle Restaurant, and community for the AWESOME support that you gave the 
volleyball team this year. The Freshman/Sophomore team finished the season with 24 wins and 1 loss. 
They took 2nd at the Andover Tournament and 1st at the Trinity Academy tournament. The Junior 
Varsity team finished with 24 wins and 3 losses. They took 1st at the Conway Springs tournament. The 
Varsity team finished with 32 wins and 4 losses. They took 2nd at the Douglass and Circle tournaments 
and 1st at the Clearwater tournament. They also were CPL runner-ups. 

There were also individual awards given to players at tournaments, Wichita Eagle, league, and state. 
Congratulations ladies! Here are the results:

Douglass All-Tournament Team- Cashlyn Munroe and Madison Woody

Clearwater All-Tournament Team – Sara Dressler, Madison Woody, and Katelyn Moore. Cashlyn 
Munroe was MVP of the tournament.

CPL – Cashlyn Munroe and Madison Woody- 1st team, Sara Dressler- 2nd team, and Katie Banos- 
Honorable Mention

Wichita Eagle’s All- Metro Selection – Cashlyn Munroe

KVA 3A All-State Team- Cashlyn Munroe – 1st team and Madison Woody- 2nd team.

SENIORS

JUNIORS
SOPHMORES

FRESHMEN
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DRESS DASH 
*Sponsored by BOOSTER CLUB* 

 

Need a dress for Snowball or Prom? 
Booster Club can hook you up, we're da bomb! 

 
Closet full of dresses? Space need to be free? 

We'll sell them for you, for a small fee! 
 

Come on now, girl, clean out that stash.... 
Bring those old dresses to us & go home with some cash! 

 

December 5th, 2-5 p.m. 

H.S. Commons 
 

Have dresses you want to sell? If so, contact: Anne Wright 

(785) 672-7339 or awright@usd396.net 

  

 

Your dress sells = Booster Club keeps $5, and you get $20! 
 

Join us to get a “new-to-you” dress for a 
fraction of the price of purchasing new! 

 

ANY and EVERY dress: $25 
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