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Get Out and Vote!
By Rob Reynolds

Our thirty-second President, Franklin D. Roosevelt was quoted, “Democracy cannot succeed unless 
those who express their choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, 
therefore, is education.”   Each year students in schools across the state and nation learn about our 
political process.  They learn the right to vote, or suffrage, is the foundation of American democracy.  If 
you can remember your history and government lessons, you will remember the important milestones 
in the suffrage movement.  The Fifteenth Amendment granted African American males the right to 
vote.  The Nineteenth Amendment granted women the right to cast their vote.  Poll taxes were outlawed 
with the Twenty- fourth Amendment, and finally the Twenty- sixth Amendment lowered the voting 
age to 18, giving a whole other group of young Americans an opportunity to be a part of the political 
process.

As you continue to read this article, you might wonder, where I am going with this topic, and why is 
our superintendent writing about a political issue?   In an attempt to spark your curiosity, I hope I can 
encourage you to first become informed and then exercise your right by getting out and voting.  The 
upcoming general election is very important to our future.   In particular, the governor’s race has been 
dominated by ads associated with education and, specifically, education funding.  I have had many 
district patrons asking about some of the claims that have been made about school district funding.  In 
an effort to give readers facts about many of the claims, I will try to give some information that may 
be helpful as you make your decision on the candidates.

Douglass students are taught about synthesizing information from an early age.  Synthesizing 
information involves incorporating information from multiple sources.  Students are taught that the 
ability to synthesize or combine information is important because information from multiple sources 
will shed light upon the topic.  This skill is vital for most of us in our careers and everyday duties, but 
why do we not look at all of the information when it comes to the political races? It is due to propaganda.  
Propaganda involves using ideas, information, or rumors to influence opinion.  Propaganda is not 
necessarily lying, but rather using information in any way that supports a predetermined objective.  
Our students learn how propaganda, media, advertising, opinion, and image all impact elections.  This 
is likely the reason that FDR said, “The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.”
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So what is the real story with school finance, staffing and state support?

The Douglass school district as well as all school districts in Kansas has faced many financial challenges over the past six 
years.  Districts across the state have different issues, and districts are funded differently based on the tax base in each local 
district; therefore, each district is uniquely different when it comes to budget issues.  We have cut staff, administration, 
programs, transportation, and activities and have had to look for savings in all of our departments.  Our cash balances have 
declined, and our reserves have diminished.  So why has overall spending in education increased and the Douglass district 
and other districts around the state have still had to make cuts?  A simple way to explain a school budget is by thinking 
about the funds distributed into various funds or (buckets), if you will.  There are four different funds or (buckets), and each 
bucket is filled with revenue from different sources.  The money in each bucket can only be spent for certain expenditures.  
Here is a closer look at the funds.

The general fund is the largest district fund and is calculated by the base state aid per pupil (BSAPP) and multiplied by 
student enrollment and adjusted with pupil weightings, along with special education state aid.  State aid and the 20 mill 
statewide levy make up the general fund.  The general fund is considered the operating fund of the district.  The chart below 
shows the decrease in (BSAPP) since 2008-09.  The current base state aid per pupil is $3852.  As you can see, a $548 drop 
in BSAPP over the past 7 years has had a devastating impact on our general fund.  Keep in mind that all other district costs 
have gone up over this time.  Health insurance, property insurance, utilities, food service, fuel, and supply costs continue to 
increase.  This portion of school funding has not been increased by the legislature; in fact, it has been hovering around the 
same amount for the past several years.  The lack of adequately funding the base state aid per pupil is the most significant 
reason that districts are still making cuts.

Another fund, the local option budget (LOB), is funded by local property and vehicle taxes, along with state aid that is 
meant to equalize funding from district to district.  This fund is used to supplement the general fund and goes to help 
support the operating cost of the district.  Districts have an automatic cap at 30% of the general fund that can be generated 
by local property taxes.  Districts receive state aid to help equalize the local taxes that are collected from district to district.  
Until this year the state aid had been prorated because the legislature was not fully funding the equalization.  As the 
prorated state aid has dropped, the local mill rate has increased.  

In other words the legislature’s lack of full equalization funding has caused local taxes to increase.  We are thankful that the 
state aid is now being funded. Our low assessed valuation allows us to receive 68% state aid.  Fully funded state aid will 
help us by reducing the tax burden to our local tax payers.  Before this budget year, however, tax payers have seen local 
mill levies increase because the state has failed to equalize the state aid.  

The recent court decision required the legislature to fully equalize the LOB state aid.  More money has been added by 
restoring the state aid after the recent court order, but it was money that was already required in the first place.  In effect the 
state aid helped lower our local property taxes but did not provide any new money for the classroom.  The following chart 
shows the increase in local taxes over the past 10 years.
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Our next fund is our capital outlay fund which is used to support future building and improvement projects.  Districts use 
this fund for the upkeep of facilities, the purchase of buses, equipment and other capital improvements.  Until this year 
we had not received state aid which was used to equalize our capital outlay fund.  The legislature had failed to fund the 
state aid for capital outlay since 2008-2009. After the recent court ruling, the district now receives 55% state aid from 
monies generated in capital outlay.  Recently, the legislature has broadened the approved expenditures that districts can 
make out of capital outlay.  We can now pay for performance uniforms, janitorial and maintenance salaries out of capital 
outlay.  However, districts must do a good job of managing those expenses because all school districts have planned 
capital improvement needs and the broadened flexibility can cut into and delay improvements and other capital needs.  The 
increased capital outlay state aid now helps provide some relief to the general fund, but the capital outlay funds cannot be 
applied directly to the classroom.

The final fund is the bond and interest fund.  The bond and interest fund is solely used to pay for the general obligation 
bonds for the district. Districts have the ability to have bond issue elections for the purpose of building and upgrading 
facilities. It is necessary for the district to have a beginning of the year cash balance so that we are able to make the payment 
that is due October 1st.  The state is currently paying 55% of our bond payment due to our low assessed valuation.  This 
aid has helped lessen the burden to our tax payers, and has given us the ability to provide some outstanding facilities for 
our community. We are on the downward slope of paying off our bond debt and will have it paid off by September, 2020.  
The state aid has increased during the life of our bond issue due to our low assessed valuation.  This fund does not provide 
support for the yearly classroom expenditures.  It is solely for the payments of our general obligation bonds.

It is also important to point out that within our budget we receive another category of funds considered pass through funds.  
These funds include KPERS pension contributions made by the state for local school employees and special education 
funds that pass through the district on to our special education inter-local.  These funds cannot be used for operating costs 
or salaries, but do give the appearance of more money in our general fund.  It is important to understand that many of the 
required state aid payments and pass through funds do not directly affect the classroom.  They have always been required 
by state statue but in the past have not been funded or passed through district budgets.  

Along with the many financial issues that we have had to work through, we have also had to cut staffing and programs.  The 
following chart demonstrates the reduction in staffing.
 

The intent of this article is to help you gain a simple understanding of how district funding and staffing have been affected 
during the past several years.  It is true, overall state support has increased by finally restoring state aid in LOB, capital 
outlay and increasing KPERS pension contributions; however, money still has not been restored to the base state aid 
per pupil.  Support for current educational costs including salaries, classroom expenses and direct expenses have been 
declining and are still significantly underfunded.  

I encourage district patrons who are concerned about the future of Kansas education to continue to ask questions and seek 
to understand or “synthesize” the claims that are being made.  After all it’s our responsibility to be educated voters.  
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School 747-3350
Middle School 747-3340
High School 747-3310
Central Office 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel .........................................President
David Zaldivar.............................Vice-President
Les Braddy  ............................................Member
Chuck Cody .......................................... Member
Garland Moore.......................................Member
KaLyn Nethercot ...................................Member
Troy Starr...............................................Member
Rob Reynolds ............................ Supt. of Schools

BOE BRIEFS
 
The Douglass Board of Education met in regular 
session Monday, September 8, 2014 in the 
District Administrative Office.  

*approved donations:  Football Helmet-$310.00 
and Dr. Mike Rausch-$740.00

*appointed Garland Moore, David Zaldivar, 
Troy Starr and Brent Nispel as alternates to the 
Butler County Interlocal board.  

*accepted the resignations from Wes Cornelison 
and Justin  Tatom from the Recreation 
Commission and to appoint Jason Brewer to the 
Recreation Commission. 

*offered employment to Mary Flippo and 
April Starr-High School Football Cheer, Brad 
Reynolds-District Assistant Cross Country 
Coach, Claire Gravesen-Drum Line Sponsor, 
Robin Wood-Bus Driver, Joelsette Stadalman-
Bus Driver and Melissa Goens and Becky Nahr-
Concessions.  

Gym Floor Restoration
 Completed Soon

By the time you receive this newsletter, the 
restoration work on our gym floor should be 
complete! Workers are entering the final phase of 
completing repairs and refinishing our gym floor, 
which were necessary due to termite damage. 
In addition to work on the floor, crews have 
repainted the interior of the gym and worked to 
seal cracks in the exterior brickwork as well. We 
are excited to have a newly refinished gym for 
our students to enjoy. Please remember that 
students must have PE tennis shoes to wear 
on our new floor. Tennis shoes may be new or 
old shoes that are free of pebbles and designated 
for indoor wear. 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS
COUNT YOUR KID IN

2014-2015
Count Your Kid In is a free developmental 
screening for infants and preschool children living 
in Butler County.  The screenings are sponsored 
by the Butler County Special Education Interlocal 
and authorized by Kansas State Department of 
Education.  The purpose is to help parents identify 
potential learning problems and find help.  If 
your child has difficulty walking, talking, seeing, 
hearing or learning, please call 1-800-353-8561 to 
schedule a free appointment. 

DATE              LOCATION

October 3, 2014 Rose Hill Christian Church 
314 N Rose Hill Rd, 316-776-0844

November 7, 2014 Douglass Church of Christ  
201 W 1st St, 316-746-2751

December 5, 2014 Andover St Vincent DePaul 
Church 123 N Andover Rd, 316-733-1423

January 9, 2015 Augusta Head Start      730 
Cliff Drive, 316-775-6666

January 16, 2015 El Dorado First Baptist 
Church 315 W Central, 316-321-3268

January 23, 2015 University Congregational 
Church 9209 E 29 St N, Wichita, 316-634-0430

February 13, 2015 St John’s Catholic Church
302 N Denver, El Dorado, 316-321-4796

March 27, 2015 Haverhill Christian Church 
10275 SW Haverhill Rd, 316-775-7024

April 10, 2015  Andover St Vincent DePaul 
Church 123 N Andover Rd, 316-733-1423
 
To schedule an appointment for your child may 
call: 316-775-6904 or 1-800-353-8561

Charity Hat Day is a Success!

Students at Seal Elementary continue to be 
generous when giving to causes during our 
periodic Charity Hat Days. On September 12th 
students raised $247.89 to benefit the Down 
Syndrome Society. Those who donated were 
allowed to wear a hat for the day. Great job Seal 
Elementary! Our next Charity Hat Day will be 
in November to benefit the Douglass Ministerial 
Alliance. 

Kindergarten Grandparents Visit Seal

Grandparents of kindergarten students were 
invited to celebrate Grandparents Day at Seal 
Elementary on September 5th.  Grandparents 
learned about what is happening in kindergarten 
classrooms, put together a craft and enjoyed 
cookies and punch with their kindergarteners. 
Thank you to all the grandparents who took time 
to participate in this special day!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Ice Cream for Everyone!

The second annual Seal Elementary Ice Cream 
Social was held September 15th. Students, parents 
and teachers enjoyed ice cream with toppings and 
hung out on the tennis courts to socialize.  Mr. 
Unrau provided music and karaoke entertainment, 
which was a big hit with the kids. The Ice Cream 
Social is designed as a laid-back event to promote 
positive relationships and engagement with our 
school. It was a great way to help kick-off our 
school year!

Big Idea Experience

Big Idea Experience is an assembly production 
based on Core Essential Values that is provided 
to Seal Elementary for free! Students will enjoy 
3 assemblies produced by Big Idea Experience 
during the 2014-2015 school year. These 
assemblies promote 3 Ideas: Treat Others Right, 
Make Smart Decisions, and Maximize Your 
Potential. The organization also provides Core 
Value curriculum that is promoted through our 
daily announcements and guidance lessons. Our 
August value was respect. September’s value was 
responsibility, and October’s value is creativity. 

Schedule Your 
Parent-Teacher 

Conference
Parent-Teacher Conferences will 
be held Wednesday, October 22nd 
from 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. and Thursday, 
October 23rd from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. Please call the school office at 
747-3350 to set-up your student’s 
conference.

Important Dates
October 6 – Elementary PTO Meeting 6:00

October 17, 23, & 24– No School

October 20 – 23 – Red Ribbon Week

October 21 – PTO Fundraiser Pick-Up 3:00 – 
6:00 in the elementary cafeteria

October 22 – 23 – Elementary Scholastic Book 
Fair

October 22 – 23 – Parent-Teacher Conferences

October 30 – PreK Halloween Party

October 31 – Halloween Parade & K-5 Parties
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Homework Tips
for Elementary  Students

As students progress through school, they will 
begin to receive more independent work.  There 
may be occasions when students need to take 
their assignments home with them to finish.  
Homework should not be a battle.  Here are some 
steps you can take to encourage your child to take 
responsibility for his/her assignments:

Remove Distractions – Do homework in a quiet 
place that is free from distractions.  Turn off the 
TV.  Don’t expect your child to do homework 
where siblings are playing.

Establish a Routine – Set a specific “homework 
time”.  Require that homework be complete 
before your child can watch TV, use the phone, 
or play games.

Prioritize – Encourage your child to work first on 
the assignments that are due the next day.  Then 
work on assignments that are due later.  Help your 
child plan so that big projects are not left until 
the last minute.  Agenda books can be helpful.

Check Understanding – Be sure your child 
understands the assignments before they begin 
working on them.  

Guide, But Don’t Correct – If your child needs 
help, offer ideas that can guide them, but don’t 
give them the answers.

Get Organized for Tomorrow – Remind your 
child to put their completed homework in their 
backpack when they finish it.  Even the best 
homework effort won’t do much good if it is left 
at home.

source:  www.teachersandfamilies.com

ELEMENTARY NEWS
Constitution Week

As part of Seal Elementary’s Constitution Week 
activities, students in fifth grade learned how to 
fold the American flag. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Boys Basketball

Basketball season is fast approaching!  The boys 
will have shooting time in the mornings starting 
October 20th from 7:30 am to 7:50 am in the 
Middle School Gym. This is available Monday 
through Thursday mornings through the season.  
On October 21st there will be shooting from 3:10 
to 5:00 pm. We are off because of  parent/ teacher 
conferences the rest of the week. Then basketball 
practice starts October 27 at 3:20 to 5:30 pm.  
There will be a parent meeting at 5:50 pm that 
same evening (October 27) in the middle school 
commons area.  We will be handing in player 
information and giving out practice calendars 
and team rules.  Our parents that are taking care 
of the meals will let us know how much those 
will cost for the season.  See you there,  Coach 
Gardner and Coach Hancock

Circle of Friends  

“We all have the capacity to be a superhero. In 
order to become one, you just have to find your 
unique power or ability and exploit it for the 
greater good. The cape and mask are optional 
accessories, but a kind heart is essential.”  Robert 
Clancy

This famous quote is quite fitting for our middle 
school theme:  Be A Hero – Helping Everyone 
Reach Opportunities.   It was also the focus of 
our first Circle of Friends activity on Friday, 
September 19th.   The Circle of Friends members 
in grades 6, 7 and 8 are paired together based on 
similar interests.  They get to learn more about 
each other throughout the year as they meet each 
nine weeks to do friendship building activities

Do the Right Thing Because it is the 
Right Thing To Do 

 
This is the theme for the Anti-Bullying Week, 
October 6-10 in the State of Kansas.  By Joint 
Resolution the Kansas State Board of Education 
and the Kansas State Senate have designated 
the first full week in October as Anti-Bullying 
Awareness Week. KSDE joins all Kansas schools 
in observing this week as an opportunity to create 
awareness and address the harm that bullying 
creates. The middle school National Junior Honor 
Society will be creating daily announcements, 
posters and activities to teach their peers about 
this important topic.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

National Junior Honor Society Members 2014 2015

Congratulations to the following members of the Sisk Middle School National Junior Honor Society. The
Induction Ceremony for all members will be Wednesday, October 1st in the middle school commons area
of the Douglass Sports Complex. Please email Mrs. Zaldivar, szaldivar@usd396.net at the middle school
to RSVP for this event.

8th Grade Students: 7th Grade Students

Gordon Bannon Derrick Davis

Reece Bourisaw Joel Demel

Lillianne Braungardt Lindsey Hajdukovich

Kolby Caster Jayden High

Lucas Dierks Claire Hilyard

Sage Dierks Shelby Little

Zach Dressler Lainie Metsker

Kayla Engle Dakota Tireman

Triston Gilpin Isaiah Wasson

Gretchen Grimmett

Ryan Kiekel

Madison MacKay

Darby McGuire

Talia McGuire

Jaysi Mertz

Katelyn Moore

Cody Niblack

Kaytlyn Payton

Kaden Pichler

Noah Powell

Landon Ramey

Hannah Reynolds

Logan Satkowski

Amber Scharff

Zach Viramontez
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

 

The 2014-2015 STUCO members would like to 
welcome everyone back to a new school year.
Student Body Officers : Brody Caster (President), 
Luvyna Headrick (Vice President), Kayla Hawkins 
(Secretary), and Dalton Roberts (Treasurer). 

Class Officers 
Seniors- President- Rip Fraley, Vice President - 
Dylan Bible, STUCO REP. Lilly Potts.

Juniors- President- Ben Basham, Vice President 
- Faith Rollings, STUCO REP.-  Michael 
Cochran.

Sophomores- President-Madison Woody, Vice 
President - Gabe Wasson, STUCO REP. - Cambry 
McGuire.

Freshman- President-Brittany Farmer, Vice 
President - Kenlee Martin, STUCO REP. Natasha 
Edmonds.

Club Representatives are: KAY- Dallas Mahlandt, 
NHS- Cassidy O’Neill, FCCLA- Ben Basham, 
SADD - Rip Fraley

At Large Members: Karee Britt, Jonathan Vore, 
Janna Benson, Sara Veesart, Kryslyn Henderson 
and Ben Fulghum.

Sponsor : Mrs. McBeth

Some of our upcoming activities are:
 
Week of October 6-10, 2014
Academic Spirit Week ( Dress Up Days)

Monday, October 6th, 2014 Twister Day - Seniors 
wear red, Juniors wear blue, Sophomores      wear 
green and Freshmen wear yellow.

Tuesday, October 7th, 2014 Hollywood Day – 
Dress like your favorite Hollywood actor

Wednesday, October 8th, 2014 Disney Day – 
Dress like your favorite Disney character

Thursday, October 9th, 2104 Nerd Day – Dress 
like a NERD!

Friday, October 10th, 2014 Purple Day – 
Support DHS with your (Down Home Spirit)
He Man Volleyball and Powder Puff Football

Monday, Oct. 6th, 2014, 7:00 pm Community 
Bonfire  

Thursday, Oct 9th, 2014, 8:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 10th Homecoming Ceremony 
starting at halftime

Dance – 8:30 to 11:30 or following game (Dance 
is casual -jeans )

STUCO
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Taste of France Culinary Tour

Mrs. Nispel, Douglass High School’s Family and 
Consumer Science Teacher, will be taking a group 
of students to France on a culinary tour.  The tour 
will be June 2-10, 2016.  The destinations on the 
tour will be Paris, Normandy, and Loire Valley.  
We are signing up people now for the tour.  To 
go on the tour, you must be at least 13 years old, 
on or before the tour begins.  Students, parents, 
community members, and friends are all invited 
to attend.  This tour will expand your mind and 
entice your taste buds, unveiling the secrets of 
the highly regaled French cuisine to every cook 
and foodie on your tour. Once you’ve had your 
fill of crepes and escargot, take a break from 
gastronomical research to explore the number of 
historical and artistic pit stops throughout Paris 
and the countryside. Come prepared with your 
best French and chef hat—and of course, come 
with an appetite. 

Included in Trip:
Round-trip airfare, all transportation, sightseeing 
tours and site visits, all hotels with private 
bathroom, breakfast and dinner daily, on-tour 
tipping, full-time multi-lingual tour director. 
To sign up or for more information go to www.
Explorica.com/Nispel-9107

You can also contact Michelle at 316-747-3310 
(school) or 316-218-3303 (cell phone).  You can 
look at Mrs. Nispel’s webpage on the USD 396 
website for more information.

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

PINK OUT NIGHTS TO 
FIGHT BREAST

 CANCER

Wear your pink to support 
Breast Cancer Awareness on the 
following nights:

October 14th – Volleyball
October 24th – Football*

*This is a corrected date from 
what was on the order form.
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It's Quilt Raffle Time!!
The DHS junior class is selling chances to win 
this gorgeous throw quilt made with Bulldog 
t-shirts. Tickets are $3 each and can be purchased 
from Mrs. Estes, Mrs. Glidewell or any member 
of the Class of 2016.  The winner will be drawn 
at halftime of the DHS football game against 
Bluestem on October 24th.  (Need not be present 
to win.) 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Business Ads for the Douglass 

High School Musical

The Douglass High School Music Department is 
selling advertisements for their annual musical 
production.  The price of a business ad is $35.00.  
This price includes the advertisement for the play-
bill and two general admission theater tickets to 
the musical, Disney’s The Little Mermaid.

Please indicate below what you would like your 
ad to say or you may attach a business card and 
the card can be scanned for your advertisement.  
Please include any logos or pictures that you 
would like to have in your ad.

If you would rather use e-mail to deliver your in-
formation, contact Dena Sizemore at:  dsizemore@
usd396.net.

Ad should read:  _______________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Please indicate below how you would like to 
receive your tickets.  

Business Name:  ________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

Phone:  ________________________

Please mail my tickets to me

I do not want music theater tickets

Please deliver the tickets to my business

Leave the tickets at the door
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DHS Counselor
Important Dates

October

6- Futures Fair-  Info for parents @  http://
sedgwickcountyfuturesfair.squarespace.com
Evening Session 6-8 PM WSU @ Koch Arena

7- All Seniors to Futures Fair (Dana Houser will 
take all Seniors to Koch Arena on this day)

8- Registration deadline for PSAT/NMSQT 

10- DHS Homecoming

11- PSAT Prep @ DHS 9:00 am-1:00 pm  (See 
article)
11 – Scholastic Aptitude Test  (SAT)

15 – PSAT/NMSQT  (see story) Sophomores & 
Juniors (optional)
15- Sophomore Intro Class to Health Academy,  
7:45 am

16- Emporia State University Rep here @ 
Lunch

17- No School Teacher Work Day
17- ACT Prep @ DHS 9:00 am- 1:00 pm (See 
article)

20- KU Honors Program @ El Dorado HS
20- Dogs Day Out for Leader of The Pack

22-23 – Parent Teacher Conferences

25 – ACT Assessment @ Douglass High School

29- Butler Community College Rep here @ 
Lunch 

            
                   

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
PSAT/NMSQT

On Wednesday, October 15, juniors and 
sophomores at Douglass High School will have 
the opportunity to take the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).  Taking this 
test should provide helpful assistance to students 
in making future plans concerning college.

The PSAT/NMSQT measures verbal and 
mathematical reasoning skills and writing skills 
which are abilities important in doing college 
work.  The test also allows students a chance to 
find out what the SAT is like.

Other reasons for taking this test include:  1) 
a chance to compete for scholarships; 2) an 
opportunity to compare results with others; and 
3) an opportunity to enter the student search and 
receive materials from different colleges and 
universities.

The cost is $14.00 make checks payable to 
Douglass High School. Sophomores and Juniors 
should sign up in the office.  The test will be 
given in the multi-purpose room starting at 8:00 
a.m.  Students may pick up a study guide in from 
Dana Houser.  Deadline for registering for the 
test is Wednesday, October 8.

Futures Fair

Parents and students are invited to the Futures 
Fair held at Wichita State University, Koch 
Arena on October 6 & 7.  Please go to http://
sedgwickcountyfuturesfair.squarespace.com to 
get information on what community colleges, 
colleges, universities and technical colleges will 
be in attendance.  This is a great opportunity to 
get information from recruiters and learn about 
scholarship opportunities.  
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Armed with information provided at an in-service in January, I hope to help our students take 
some of the guesswork out of preparing for the ACT and PSAT.  This class will focus on gen-
eral test taking strategies as well as specific methods for improving scores on each section of 
the test.  Unlike in previous sessions, we will not be doing a full practice exam during the prep 
class.  Instead, we will be doing smaller practice sections testing out the strategies learned. 
 
Classes will take place in Mrs. Glidewell’s room at DHS. 
 
PSAT prep course:  9:00-1:00 pm on Saturday, October 11th 
ACT prep course:  9:00-1:00 pm on Friday, October 17th 
 
Cost:  $30 per class  (pizza lunch included) 
 
For more information or to register, either contact Mrs. Lyndie Glidewell 

(lglidewell@usd396.net), or see Mrs. Houser.  
 

Make checks payable to Lyndie Glidewell, and turn into Mrs. Glidewell or 
the DHS office by the Wednesday preceding your selected class. 

Are you feeling panic set in as the dates for the ACT and PSAT 
approach? 

 
“YOU control the test.  Do not let the test control you!” 

-Carolyn Devane of Power Prep, Inc. 

ACT & PSAT 
Prep Class 

ACT Class 
Douglass High School 
Friday, Oct. 17, 2014 

PSAT Class 
Douglass High School 
Sat., Oct. 11, 2014 
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Ads for the musical Disney’s The Little Mermaid

I am putting together the playbill for the musical again this year. To help offset the cost of purchasing
the rights to the musical, costumes, and sets, I would like to give you the opportunity to place an
advertisement for your “Shining Star.” The prices for the ad are as follows:

$10.00 for a full page ad
$6.00 for a half page ad
$4.00 for a quarter page ad

The ads need to be paid and turned to me by Friday, October 3rd. If you wish to include pictures with
your ad, you may either scan the pictures and email it to me, or take the picture to the Sisk Middle
School office and I will scan the picture for you. Please indicate what you want to say in your ad when
you purchase the advertisement. Please indicate whether you want the picture given back to your child
or you would like to be notified to pick up the picture back at the high school office.

Dena Sizemore
Assistant Musical Director

Sample ad: (If you give me the picture and what you want the ad to say, I will design the ad for you.)

 Ashleigh, 
  

You are Amazzzzzzing!! 
  
  
  

 ~ Break a Leg ~ 
 

We Love You, 
  

Aunt Di,  
Aunt Debbie, Uncle Eric,  

Tyson, Tami, Kyle & Kelsi
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        Order Form

I would like to purchase the following ad:

 Full Page Ad  ($10.00)
 ½ Page Ad  ($6.00)
 ¼ Page Ad  ($4.00)

Actor’s Name:________________________________________________________________________

Purchaser of the Ad:___________________________________________________________________

What you would like the ad to say (or attach the ad to the order form):

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________

Did you provide pictures:  

 Yes No

Amount Enclosed:_________________________

If you wish to email me the ad (dsizemore@usd396.net), just include above information with your order.  You can pay 
for the ad through Shawna Green in the Douglass High School office.

Thank you for your support of the Douglass Vocal Music Department

Ads for the musical Disney’s The Little Mermaid
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Calling all Patriotic Bulldogs!!!

The DHS chapter of the National Honor Society has designed patriotic t-shirts in honor  of Military 
Appreciation Night on October 3rd at the home football game and our Veterans’ Day celebration on 
Tuesday, November 11th.  I have attached the order form for shirts (long or short sleeve t-shirts or 
hoodie or crew neck sweatshirts).  If you wish to purchase a shirt and be certain it will arrive in time 
for the October 3rd football game, we will need to have your order turned in by 1 pm Wednesday, 
September 24th.  Otherwise, orders for Veterans’ day are due by 1 pm Wednesday, October 27th.   

NHS Veterans' Day/Military Appreciation Night T-Shirt Order Form

E-mail:  lglidewell@usd396.net 
Phone:  316-747-3310

Choose a delivery or pick-up option.
Please deliver my order to the following homeroom:  ____________

I will pick up my order in the following school office:  _______________
Red and Blue Screen Print on a White Shirt

NAME:  _________________________
PHONE NUMBER:  _________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________
SHORT SLEEVE
SIZE COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST
YOUTH SMALL $10.00
YOUTH MEDIUM $10.00
YOUTH LARGE $10.00
ADULT SMALL $10.00
ADULT MEDIUM $10.00
ADULT LARGE $10.00
ADULT X-LARGE $10.00
ADULT XX-LARGE $10.00
ADULT XXX-LARGE $10.00

LONG SLEEVE
SIZE COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST
YOUTH SMALL $13.00
YOUTH MEDIUM $13.00
YOUTH LARGE $13.00
ADULT SMALL $13.00
ADULT MEDIUM $13.00
ADULT LARGE $13.00
ADULT X-LARGE $13.00
ADULT XX-LARGE $13.00
ADULT XXX-LARGE $13.00

SWEATSHIRT
SIZE COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST CIRCLE ONE
YOUTH SMALL $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
YOUTH MEDIUM $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
YOUTH LARGE $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT SMALL $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT MEDIUM $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT LARGE $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT X-LARGE $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT XX-LARGE $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck
ADULT XXX-LARGE $20.00 Hoodie or Crewneck

TOTAL

Orders received by 1 pm on Wednesday, 10/27 will be delivered or available for pick up by Friday, November 7th.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "DHS"
Orders received by 1 pm on Wednesday, 9/24 will be delivered or available for pick up by Thursday, 10/2.

VETERANS:  Contact Lyndie Glidewell @ DHS to receive a free shirt with a 
VETERAN designation on the back.  

A limited number of shirts will be available for sale at Military Appreciation Night, October 3rd.
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