
Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the concept of 
community. Community can refer to people who live together in a common 
location, as well as to a group of people who are associated by a common 
bond, such as culture or occupation. Mastery of this definition is foundational 
to students understanding the Grade 3 curriculum focus on community. 
Students benefit from understanding that they are members of multiple 
communities, including the classroom, the school, and a particular locale. Along 
with mastering the definition of communities, it is important for students to 
study the reasons why communities are formed in order to understand the 
functions and purposes of communities. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit, in Kindergarten students learned about community in the 
context of family, the classroom and the school. In Grade 1- Grade 2 
students expanded their understanding of community to include being 
American. 
During this Unit 
During this foundational unit, students learn about why communities are 
formed and about terms of chronology in order to study the historical 
creation of communities. 
 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that relate to the cultural heritage of 
communities, including the guarantee of freedom in American communities. 
Freedom is a fundamental cultural value in the United States and is reflected 
in may community celebrations, and the arts. A study of the purpose of the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and Bill of Rights is 
important for understanding the importance of freedom and rights 



afforded in American society. A study of the heritage of communities is 
important for understanding how communities develop a sense of unity. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit of study, in Kindergarten through Grade 2, students have 
learned about citizenship in the context of the responsibilities expected of 
citizens as well as about the symbols, celebrations, and customs of America. 
During this Unit 
During this Grade 3 unit, students develop an understanding of the deeper 
meaning of the founding documents, along with learning about how 
communities develop a cultural heritage. Students should be introduced to a 
variety of significant writers and authors in order to study how their works 
contribute to the cultural heritage of America. 
 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the use of geographic 
tools, the physical environment and human interaction with the environment. 
An understanding of how to use maps and globes as tools is important in the 
development of spatial reasoning. According to Kastens and Liben (2010), 
students are not developing adequate map skills; this then hinders their ability 
to develop spatial orientation, a problem that often follows them into 
adulthood. Continued development of spatial reasoning is necessary for 
student success in later social studies courses. 
An examination of physical geographic characteristics such as landforms, 
climate, distribution of natural resources, and natural disasters is important 
for understanding the physical environment. Additionally, studying about 
human adaption and modification of the environment is important for 
understanding the demands being made on the environment. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit of study, students learned about the celebration of 
freedom in the United States as a community and about how communities 
create a cultural heritage manifested in traditions and arts. 
During this Unit 



During this unit, students study about how to use maps and globes as tools, 
and students continue to learn about geographic patterns by studying the 
characteristics of the physical environment, along with a study of how 
humans adapt to and modify the physical environment. 
 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the structure and 
functions of government.  As students continue to explore the concept of 
communities it is important to learn about how communities are governed. As 
human communities grew to encompass large territories and increased in 
population numbers it became necessary to create political systems to 
manage the territory and the interactions between individuals. A study of 
the structure and functions of government along with a study of civic 
participation provides students with an understanding of how communities 
operate and their role in the civic life of the community. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit of study, students learned about human interactions with 
the physical environment. 
During this Unit 
During this unit, students study about how local, state and the national 
governments in the United States operate to meet the needs of citizens, and 
about the civic responsibilities of citizens. 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address economic concepts 
related to the free enterprise economic system. The Grade 3 curriculum 
builds from students’ previous economic studies about having a job, the 
difference between needs and wants, and the nature of producers and 
consumers. A review of those concepts in the context of economic choices 



may be beneficial to students. The Grade 3 curriculum introduces scarcity as 
a component of the free enterprise system. A study of supply and demand, 
budgeting, and scarcity is necessary for understanding how economic choices 
are made by individuals in the free enterprise system. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit, students studied about the structure and functions of 
local, state, and the national governments. 
During this Unit 
During this unit, students study about how to create a budget, about how 
scarcity affects free markets, and about how goods and services are 
provided by businesses. Additionally, students learn about selected American 
entrepreneurs who have successfully established thriving businesses. 
 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address actions by individuals and 
groups that improve the community. According to research, having positive 
role models helps children develop wholesome identities. Second only to 
parental influence, teachers and schools provide children with other positive 
influences in helping children develop their identities. By studying how 
individuals and groups contribute to the community, students gain an 
understanding of the importance of civic engagement for the well-being of 
communities. 
Prior to this Unit 
Prior to this unit, students learned about the free enterprise system. 
During this Unit 
During this unit, students complete the Grade 3 curriculum by studying about 
inventive individuals who contributed to their communities, about heroes who 
have sacrificed for their communities, and about how individual citizens and 
civic groups contribute to the well-being of communities. 
 


