
Unit 1 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the foundational skills of reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, and thinking as habits and routines are put into place to 
establish the importance of literacy inside and outside the classroom. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Grade 2, students worked on developing expectations and routines for listening, 
speaking, and collaborating. Students explored the role of reading and writing as forms 
of communication. Students also developed more complex phonics skills. 
During this Unit 
In Collaboration/Oral Language, students communicate to follow rules, work together, 
and learn to discuss important topics. Students understand and use appropriate social 
communication with their peers and others. Students also collaborate to generate 
research questions. 
In Reading, students choose texts based on their purpose for reading. Students apply 
strategies for monitoring comprehension, ask questions before, during, and after 
reading, and make connections to texts. Students show their understanding of text by 
retelling and/or paraphrasing texts. 
In Writing, students engage in the writing process, including planning ideas around 
different topics and developing focused drafts. 
In Word Study, students decode and spell multisyllabic words with emphasis on closed, 
open, and VCe syllable patterns as well as VCCV and VCV syllable division patterns. 
Students use print or digital resources, such as dictionaries, and context clues to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words. 
 

Unit 2A 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
and thinking with purpose. At the heart of all communication is purpose — the “why” of 



the message. Purpose helps shape the message being conveyed (whether oral or 
written) and helps support comprehension of the message (whether heard or read). 
Authors use specific techniques to deliver their message and recognizing these 
techniques is key to comprehending. 
Prior to this Unit 
In the previous unit, students focused on how to communicate through oral language, 
reading, and writing. Students developed habits to build stamina, selected appropriate 
texts, and monitored comprehension. Students also experienced the writing process 
through planning and drafting on self-selected topics. 
During This Unit 
In Reading, students identify the author’s purpose and message across a variety of 
texts. Students examine these texts to determine how the purpose and message was 
achieved. By studying these texts for purpose and message, students can apply their 
knowledge to their own writing. Students also continue to use prior knowledge to make 
connections and generate questions to monitor and improve comprehension. 
In Writing,students compose texts with an emphasis on purpose and message while 
following the writing process stages of planning, drafting, and editing. Editing skills 
include using complete simple sentences with subject-verb agreement, using 
appropriate verb tenses and nouns, capitalizing geographic names and places, and using 
apostrophes in contractions and possessives. Students correct their spelling using the 
sound-spelling patterns that they have learned. 
In Word Study, students continue to use context clues and resources, such as 
dictionaries, to determine the meaning of words as they are reading. Students also 
decode and spell multisyllabic words with an emphasis on syllable division and the 
syllable patterns, including vowel digraphs and diphthongs. Students also decode and 
spell contractions. 
 

Unit 2B 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address how author's purpose influences a 
writer's choice of organization and structure. Writers use their purpose as the driver 
for choosing how to organize and develop their ideas. Purposeful structure and 
organization of ideas help the reader follow and understand the author’s purpose and 
message. 
Prior to this Unit 



Students worked on understanding author’s purpose in a variety of texts. Students 
practiced important comprehension skills, including using prior knowledge, making 
connections, and generating questions. Students composed texts with a purpose and 
for a specific audience by brainstorming ideas while implementing grade-appropriate 
conventions. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students examine the way in which authors organize and present 
information within a text based on their purpose and message. By identifying 
text/print and graphic features, students make predictions about the writer’s 
intentions. Students look for evidence that reveals the text structure and organization 
and explains how the text structure/organization contributes and supports the 
author’s purpose. Students also evaluate details and key ideas as well as ask questions 
and make connections to increase comprehension. Students demonstrate their 
understanding by annotating texts and discussing ideas that include supportive text 
evidence and use newly learned vocabulary. 
In Writing, students engage in the writing process, composing a letter with specific 
organization and structure based on their purpose, message, and audience. Using the 
conventions of written language, students appropriately include nouns, verbs, pronouns, 
coordinating conjunctions, and punctuation marks, including commas in a series. 
Students edit their work based on these conventions as well as ones learned in previous 
units.  
In Word Study, students decode and spell multisyllabic words with emphasis on r-
controlled and final stable syllable patterns. Students are also decoding and spelling 
homophones, compound words, and abbreviations. In vocabulary, students identify, use, 
and explain the meaning of homophones and homographs. Students also continue to 
practice writing in cursive. 
 

Unit 2C 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address how authors use language to 
express voice and convey meaning. Writers carefully select language that supports 
their message and purpose. Readers interpret words and phrases in order to help 
them create mental images that improve understanding.  
Prior to this Unit 
In Units 02A and 02B, students focused on the author’s intended message and purpose 
including how text structure and organization is used to support the author’s purpose. 
Students engaged in the stages of the writing process while focusing on developing 
their purposes and messages in their own writing. 



During this Unit: 
In Reading, students examine multiple texts, focusing on the author’s use of language, 
including imagery, figurative language, and sound devices. Students explore how the 
author’s use of language contributes to voice. Students describe how language and 
voice supports the author's purpose and message. Students also interpret the words 
and phrases used by the author in order to help them create mental images that 
improve understanding. Students continue to practice other comprehension strategies 
(e.g., asking questions, inferring, making connections etc.) while analyzing the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning. 
In Writing, students engage in the writing process, drafting with language and word 
choice to deliver their own purpose and message. Students revise drafts to improve 
word choice in order to maintain meaning and clearly communicate their message. 
Students edit their writing for complete sentences with subject-verb agreement, 
including both simple and compound sentences. Other editing skills include the correct 
use of commas in compound sentences, coordinating conjunctions, adjectives (including 
comparative and superlative), and adverbs that convey time and manner. Students will 
publish their writing using cursive handwriting. 
In Word Study, students continue to decode and spell multisyllabic words with various 
syllable patterns. Students continue to use syllable division patterns to decode and spell 
multisyllabic words. Students use dictionary resources to grasp the concept of word 
syllabication and pronunciation to help them understand multiple sound-spelling patterns 
and expand on their understanding of homophones/homographs. Students also learn to 
interpret the meaning of common idioms using context. 
 

Unit 3A 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the genre characteristics and 
structures of fictional text. The fiction genre represents narratives, or stories, that 
include literary elements and devices. Literary elements are the basic parts of a story 
including plot, character(s), setting, theme, etc. Authors create their stories around 
these elements. Readers rely on this predictable structure in order to help them 
understand any work of fiction. Literary devices are techniques an author uses to add 
meaning and produce a given effect. Examples of literary devices are point of view, 
simile, imagery, onomatopoeia, etc. Readers analyze literary elements and devices in 
order to deepen understanding of the text and to improve their own craft. Readers 



read fiction for the enjoyment of learning about and making connections with new and 
different people, places, and ideas. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Units 02A, 02B, and 02C, students engaged in deep analysis and application of 
author’s craft of structural elements and language choices to support authentic 
purposes and audiences across a variety of texts. Students used the writing process 
to craft an original piece with emphasis on purpose and message. Students also honed 
their decoding and spelling skills with an emphasis on syllable and syllable division 
patterns. Students also began to analyze words for roots and affixes for both 
decoding and spelling purposes as well as to build their vocabulary. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students explore a variety of fictional texts. They read, respond, and 
discuss their understanding of text by employing previously learned reading 
comprehension strategies. Through exposure to rich fictional texts, students recognize 
the essential literary elements of the fiction genre, including relationships among major 
and minor characters, the plot elements (sequence of events, conflict, resolution), and 
the influence of setting on the plot. They use these literary elements, as well as text 
evidence, to support their inferences, identify theme, and retell texts. Students also 
carefully examine the fictional texts for author’s purpose and craft, including the use 
of literary language and devices. Students study how authors use imagery, figurative 
language, sound devices, and point of view to establish voice, engage the reader, and 
enhance the message being conveyed. 
In Writing, students apply what they are learning about literary elements and devices 
to their own writing. Students plan and draft a personal narrative using genre 
characteristics and craft. While the narrative may not be fictional, it should include 
most, if not all, of the literary elements: setting, character(s), events/plot, and 
theme/message. Using the conventions of language, they write with complete simple 
and compound sentences with subject-verb agreement, including the appropriate use 
of coordinating conjunctions and prepositional phrases. Students edit their work based 
on these conventions as well as the ones learned in previous units. Students also edit 
their drafts for correct spelling. Writing legibly in cursive is also an expectation. 
In Word Study, students decode, spell, and determine meaning of words with prefixes 
as well as continue to build their knowledge of sound-spelling patterns, including the 
different sounds for -ough. 
 

Unit 3B 

Introduction 



This unit bundles student expectations that address analyzing and writing fictional 
texts with an emphasis on traditional literature such as folktales, fables, legends, 
myths, and tall tales. These types of stories generally have originated within a 
particular culture and were most likely to have been told orally over generations. 
These stories include the most basic literary elements of theme, plot, setting, and 
characterization. However, each one has unique characteristics that make them 
distinguishable. Most traditional stories are easily relatable and have universal 
messages that everyone can understand and value. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Unit 3A, students studied the literary elements and devices in fictional text and 
began planning and drafting their original personal narratives. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students read, interact with, respond to/write about, and discuss various 
traditional stories. Students examine these traditional stories for not only the literary 
elements of theme, character, setting, and plot, but also for their unique genre 
characteristics. Students flexibly use their comprehension strategies to understand 
and compare pieces of traditional literature. 
In Writing,students create a personal narrative and apply genre characteristics as 
they revise, edit, and publish their own writing. Students apply author’s craft learned 
during reading to their own writing products. Students rely on peer feedback to 
determine areas of their writing that need to be revised for clarity and coherence. 
Students edit their drafts for complete sentences with subject-verb agreement as 
well as appropriate use of prepositional phrases. Students also check their writing for 
correct spelling. 
In Word Study, students use their knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to decode and 
spell words, including how adding suffixes can change base words with a focus on 
doubling the final consonant when applicable. Student also continue to build their 
knowledge of sound-spelling patterns in order to decode multisyllabic words with a 
focus on en and eigh. Students use context clues and knowledge of base words and 
affixes to determine the meaning of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words 
 

Unit 4A 

Introduction 



This unit bundles student expectations that address analyzing and writing informational 
texts. This genre represents writing that informs, explains, and/or describes a topic. 
Readers read a variety of informational texts, including digital and multimodal texts, to 
learn about and deepen their understandings of specific topics and areas of interest. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Units 03A and 03B, students focused on examining and composing works of fiction. 
Prior to that, students engaged in analysis and application of author’s craft, including 
examining author’s purpose, text structure, and language choices. Students used the 
writing process to craft original pieces with an emphasis on purpose, message, 
audience, organization, and word choice. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students read and interact with a variety of informational texts, including 
multimodal and digital texts. Students examine author’s purpose, audience, genre 
characteristics, and author’s craft to develop a deeper understanding of this genre. 
This includes recognizing central ideas, text/print and graphic features, and 
organizational patterns such as cause and effect, chronological order, and problem-
solution, to facilitate and increase comprehension of texts. Students respond to and 
interact with texts, including summarizing and paraphrasing texts as part of the 
comprehension process. Students apply their knowledge of informational texts as they 
conduct brief research regarding an informational topic. Students engage in the 
research process by reading a variety of digital and print sources to gather and 
synthesize information in order to learn about a topic. 
In Writing, students follow the writing process to produce an informational 
composition based on their purpose and audience, applying genre characteristics and 
craft. Students focus on developing a clear central idea, using details, examples, and 
facts. Students revise their drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice 
for coherence and clarity. Students edit their work for correct use of adverbs and 
correct spelling as well as previously learned conventions. After revising and editing, 
students publish and share their writing. 
In Word Study, students recognize, decode, and spell words that have prefixes and/or 
suffixes. Students understand that some words may change when adding a suffix, 
including changing y to i. When encountering unfamiliar words, students use context 
clues, affixes, and/or resources to determine meaning. 
 

Unit 5 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address analyzing and writing literary 
texts, specifically drama. Playwrights include literary elements and devices in their 



craft of drama. Playwrights write plays for a variety of purposes such as 
entertainment, social critique, and persuasion. Readers read and experience drama as 
an art form that provide insight into diverse perspectives about the world. 
Prior to this Unit 
In previous units, students engaged in deep analysis and application of author’s craft, 
structural elements, and language choices to support authentic purposes and 
audiences. Students used the writing process to craft an original piece in the genre 
being studied. In Unit 04, students focused on analyzing and composing informational 
text. 
In Grade 2, students focused on the following elements of drama: characters, 
dialogue, and setting. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students read, respond to/write about, and discuss multiple dramatic texts 
while employing strategies to support comprehension such as interacting with the text 
through annotating and notetaking. Students explore and discuss the elements of 
drama, including characters, dialogue, setting, acts, scenes, stage directions, etc. 
Students also examine literary elements (e.g., theme, character, plot, setting, etc.) and 
devices (e.g., point of view, imagery, figurative language, etc.) as well as author’s 
purpose and craft. Students also utilize text evidence to support their ideas and 
inferences. 
In Writing,students create a personal narrative and apply genre characteristics as 
they plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish their own writing. Students have the option of 
crafting their narrative as a dramatic text, or play. Students apply author’s craft 
learned during reading to their own writing products. Students rely on peer feedback 
to determine areas of their writing that need to be revised for clarity and coherence. 
Students edit their drafts for spelling and previously learned conventions and 
mechanics. 
In Word Study, students continue to use their knowledge of roots and affixes to 
decode and spell words as well as determine meaning. Students understand that some 
words may change when adding a suffix, including dropping an e at the end of a base 
word. 
In Collaboration, students engage in discussion to develop a deeper understanding of 
dramatic text by sharing their own analysis of a text using textual evidence and 
responding to the perspectives and analyses of others. Students work with a small 
group of peers to perform a play for an audience of their peers. 
 



Unit 6 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address the analysis and composition of 
poetry. This genre of literary text places a special emphasis on distinctive style and 
rhythm to express feelings and ideas, to create imagery, and/or to expand and deepen 
readers’ understandings. Most poems include literary and poetic elements and devices 
such as imagery, figurative language, and sound devices. Poets carefully select words 
not only for meaning and function, but also for their sound. Poets also make distinct 
choices about layout and punctuation which impacts the way a reader may read and 
interpret the poem. Many times readers need to go beyond a literal interpretation of 
the text to truly understand the meaning behind the poem. Readers read and 
experience poetry as an art form to connect to the world around them. 
Prior to this Unit 
In previous units, students have examined genre characteristics, structural elements, 
author’s craft, and language choices to support authentic purposes and audiences in 
fiction, informational texts, and drama. Students used the writing process to craft 
original pieces in the genre they were studying. 
In Grade 2, students explained visual patterns and structures in a variety of poems. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students read and interact with poetry across a variety of poetic forms. 
Students explain author’s purpose, audience, genre characteristics, and analyze 
author’s craft in order to interpret and comprehend many different poems, including 
inferring theme. Students also explain the poet’s use of sound devices such as 
onomatopoeia and figurative language such as simile to achieve specific purposes, 
including to create images. Students also explain the use of structural elements such as 
lines, stanzas, rhyme, and rhyme scheme. Students continue to utilize text evidence to 
support their inferences and comprehension. 
In Writing, students utilize the writing process to compose original poems by using 
what they have learned in Reading about the genre characteristics and structural 
elements of poetry as well as how poets develop voice through language and other 
literary devices. Students revise their poems based on self, peer, and teacher 
feedback. Students edit for spelling and previously learned mechanics and conventions 
but understand that poetry can sometimes include unconventional elements. Students 
publish and share their poems with others. 
In Word Study, students continue to use their knowledge of roots and affixes to 
decode and spell words as well as determine the meaning. 
 

Unit 7 



Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that address analyzing and writing 
argumentative texts. This genre represents text in which the writer develops and 
defends a position or debates a topic using logic and persuasion. Readers (and 
listeners) need to be able to recognize the techniques authors use to convince their 
audience of a certain opinion or position. Authors may try to appeal to an audience’s 
emotions by using words or images that create strong feelings. Authors may also 
present logical reasons for their position while possibly not presenting alternative 
reasoning. Authors may also may use experts or language that seems credible to 
convince their audience. Readers may read argumentative text to find evidence that 
supports their own opinions or to seek multiple perspectives on a particular topic or 
issue. 
Prior to this Unit 
In previous units, students’ analyzed author’s craft and purpose, where students 
looked at how figurative language and literary devices impact the meaning of a text. 
Students used the writing process to form literary and informational texts. In Unit 
06, students analyzed poetry and focused on inferring the theme of a work and 
distinguishing theme from topic 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students read and interact with a variety of argumentative texts. 
Students recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text, including 
identifying the author’s claim/position on a topic/issue, distinguishing facts from 
opinions, and identifying the author’s intended audience. Students also analyze author’s 
craft in developing argumentative text including the use of persuasive devices and 
techniques such as hyperbole. Students also use the research process to seek 
information, ideas, and perspectives on a particular topic/issue in order to formulate 
their own position on the topic/issue. 
In Writing, students apply characteristics and techniques employed by the authors of 
mentor texts in order to develop original argumentative texts that demonstrate 
strong reading-writing connections. Students use the information they have collected 
through research to develop an opinion essay. Students focus on developing a 
positon/argument using evidence such as facts, details, examples, statistics, expert 
opinions, quotes, etc. Students also revise their drafts for clarity and cohesion as well 
as edit for spelling and other previously learned conventions. Students publish and 
share their opinion essay for their intended audience. 
In Word Study, students continue to use their knowledge of roots and affixes to 
decode, spell, and determine the meaning of words. Students also use context clues 
and resources to assist in determining the meaning of unknown words. 



Unit 8 

Introduction 
This unit bundles expectations that address analyzing and crafting texts across 
multiple genres, including multimodal and digital texts. Readers and writers today 
consume and produce texts in a variety of genres for a variety of purposes. Many of 
these texts employ print and digital modalities such as images, graphics, text features, 
font, color, audio, and video to achieve their purposes. Readers’ understanding and 
opinions are often affected by the use of various modalities paired with the genre at 
hand. Readers and writers who are aware of authors’ craft and techniques with 
multiple modalities are better prepared to read critically and compose effectively. 
Effective readers and writers use their knowledge of genre and craft to understand 
and communicate ideas effectively. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Unit 07, students were introduced to the characteristics of argumentative text. 
The unit focused on how to identify the claim, distinguish facts from opinions, and 
recognize the intended audience or reader. Students developed an opinion essay using 
genre characteristics and craft. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students analyze a variety of texts in different genres, analyzing authors’ 
use of genre characteristics, structure, language, text features, and various 
modalities to support their purpose and message. Students identify the author’s 
purpose, intended audience, and message as well as examine author’s craft. Students 
use close reading strategies such as notetaking and annotating to help them write 
responses that demonstrate understanding. 
In Writing, students engage in writing as a recursive process as they brainstorm/plan, 
draft, revise, edit, and publish texts in the genre of their choice. Students apply genre 
characteristics and author’s craft learned during text analysis to their own writing 
product. In revising, students review their texts for clarity, development, organization, 
style, word choice, and sentence variety. In editing, students continue to edit for 
punctuation, grammar, and spelling to make their message clear for an authentic 
audience. 
In Word Study, students continue to use their knowledge of roots and affixes to 
decode and spell words as well as determine the meaning. Students also use context 
clues and resources to assist in determining the meaning of unknown words. 



 

Unit 9 

Introduction 
This unit bundles student expectations that emphasize inquiry and research. Everyone, 
including students, has a natural instinct and ability to “wonder” about topics and ideas 
that are important to their lives. Sometimes the research is pertinent and necessary 
to solve a certain problem or issue in our lives. At other times, it may just be a matter 
of interest. Whatever the reason, effective research includes selecting and narrowing 
the topic, generating questions for inquiry, locating relevant sources, and gathering 
pertinent information. More formal research may also require a more refined delivery 
of results, including the citation of sources. 
Prior to this Unit 
In Unit 08, students made connections between and across multiple texts of various 
genres and provided textual evidence to support connections. Students wrote in the 
genre of their choice while applying characteristics, structure, and craft. 
During this Unit 
In Reading, students engage in inquiry and research. Students generate questions for 
inquiry as they develop and follow their research plan. For the purpose of research, 
students identify and gather relevant primary and secondary sources which they will 
cite appropriately through a works cited page. Through this process, students 
demonstrate an understanding of information as they answer their generated 
questions of inquiry. Additionally, students continue to incorporate ongoing reading 
strategies when necessary in order to improve comprehension. 
In Writing, students use the writing process to deliver their research findings. 
Students plan how they want to present their findings based on their purpose and 
intended audience. Students revise their writing for both clarity and coherence. 
Correcting spelling and previously taught conventions are incorporated into the editing 
process. Students publish and present their research findings to their audience. 
In Word Study, students continue to develop their knowledge of phonics rules and 
patterns to assist them in decoding and spelling words. Additionally, students continue 
to develop their ability to use context clues, resources, and morphemic elements to 
determine the meaning of unknown words as they read. 
 


