
It is suggested that you apply to all colleges that you are 

interested in attending. Do your research. Does the college have 

the major that you are interested in seeking? Have you visited the 

school? Do they offer scholarships that fit your needs? Are they 

affordable? What about housing and transportation? To search for 

information about specific colleges or to explore majors and 

careers check out this College Board link, 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org and to compare colleges, 

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov . 

• Target Schools are those where your GPA and Test scores are solidly in range of 

recently admitted students.  

• Safety Schools are those where your GPA and some of your test scores are within 

known acceptance ranges 

• Reach Schools are schools where your GPA and/or some of your test scores are below 

the average of recently admitted students. The most highly competitive schools should 

always be considered reach schools. 

Due to COVID-19 many colleges are waiving the SAT/ACT testing requirement. In doing so, 

they are moving to a more holistic screening process. In this process, extracurricular activities, 

work history, volunteer work, special talents and abilities, life experiences, legacy connections, 

and your essay will be more significant. Colleges not only care about your grades but your 

character and what you can bring to their campus. 

 

Interest Inventories 

Taking an interest inventory is a good way to learn more about which careers/jobs would be a 

good match for you. You can find these online or you can sign up to take the ASVAB. This 

comprehensive inventory is offered through the military, but you choose whether or not the 

scores are released to the Armed Services. You will not be contacted by a recruiter unless you 

choose that option. 

This inventory will direct you to look at jobs that match your ability, values, and interest. You 

can research jobs by searching the Occupational Outlook Handbook which can be found 

online at https://www.bis.gov/ooh This source will also give you career information including 

data about job median pay and required level of education, job training and growth rate, and 

other significant job related statistics. 
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