
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR COLLEGE VISIT 
 

Call ahead and make arrangements with the campus visit coordinator.  Avoid campus visits during 

holidays or breaks and finals week – visit when classes are in session. 

 

Take a thorough campus tour and ask lots of questions. 

 

Eat in the dining hall.  At most colleges, visitors can pay to eat in the dining hall.  Sometimes the 

admissions office provides passes.  In addition to allowing you to sample the cuisine, it also lets you 

see whether students feel comfortable enough to linger or study there. 

 

Visit general education type classes while on campus.  Colleges may not “offer” this, but they will be 

happy to arrange the visit in advance.  If they offer the very large lecture classes, ask to sit in on 

one to see how you feel about being one of 300 in a classroom. 

 

If you have a particular area of interest in which you want to pursue a degree, ask to meet with a 

professor in your field of interest.  This gives you a chance to evaluate the quality of education you 

will be receiving.  Don’t just walk in cold; ask your admissions representative to set this up in 

advance of your visit.  Have questions written out – be prepared to discuss the curriculum and your 

possible career course options. 

 

Meet with a financial aid counselor.  Make sure you get his/her name and send a thank you note.  

Few candidates do this.  In addition to being proper etiquette, it leaves a favorable impression of 

you.  When it comes time to determine money disbursement, this could be critical. 

 

Check out the following while you are visiting:  access to computers – campus security issues – on 

and off campus medical/health facilities – nearest mall – movie theatre – restaurants – religious 

institutions – public transportation. 

 

Dress neatly.  Do not wear “ratty” jeans, cut-offs, tank tops or sweatshirts – which make you look 

irresponsible.  Wear comfortable shoes.  You walk a lot when you visit a college campus. 

 

Keep a notebook.  Since you may see from three to ten campuses, it’s easy to forget the good and 

bad points of each.  A notebook will give you a clear idea of what you saw and is particularly helpful 

if it comes down to a choice between two alternatives. 

 



THE COLLEGE VISIT 

 
…Ask students… 

 
Do you spend most of your time outside class studying?  Is that amount typical for most students 

here? 

 

Are campus jobs readily available? 

 

Are faculty members accessible outside of class?  Do faculty members teach undergraduate 

courses? 

 

Do may students go home on the weekends? 

 

Is it possible to study in your dorm room? 

 

Do you like to study in the library?  Do you often do research there? 

 

Is it relatively easy to get the classes you want at registration time? 

 

If you could do it again:  would you still choose this college? 

 

…If you attend class, ask yourself… 

 
Am I challenged by what’s happening in the class? 

 

Do the students seem to be learning – either new facts or new ways of thinking about a subject? 

 

Is there a good rapport between professors and students? 

 

Would I feel comfortable in this class as a student? 

 

…As you tour the campus, ask yourself… 
 

Are the older buildings in good repair?  Are there new buildings as well as old? 

 

Is the lab equipment up-to-date and available? 

 

Are the rooms in the residence halls quiet enough in which to study?  Are they in a pleasant 

setting? 

 

Are common areas in the residence hall pleasant?  Are there kitchen and laundry facilities? 

 

Are the grounds well kept? 

 

What’s the surrounding town or city like?  Could I live here? 


