
Impromptu Speech Assignment 

Instructions:  On presentation day, students will give a one minute 

speech over a topic which they have drawn from the topic list. (attached 

below) 

To prepare: 

Step 1. Students will need about three sheets of notebook paper (more if 

needed is fine) 

Step 2. For the first sheet of paper, students will write a generic 

introduction and conclusion, which could be used for any of the topics 

on the list.  Intro and conclusion should introduce the topic, and 

state/restate what three points will be/were discussed. This sheet will be 

turned in at the end of class assigned.  

Step 3.  For the remaining sheets of paper, students will need to go 

through the topic list and decide three main points to discuss for each 

topic on the list. The three points need to be written down for each topic, 

and will be turned into Lacouture for daily grade. 

For Example if your topic was ‘Why dogs are better than Cats’ (I love 

both..again this is just an example) it could look something like this: 

   

 



Examples Impromptu Speech 

1. Why dogs are better than cats? 

(i) Come up with 3 points. Perhaps because they are more 

playful, they are cuter, they can do tasks that catscan't(or 

won't) do, they are easily trained, they are more social, 

etc. 

(ii) After you get three points, you need an introduction. Try 

to get something that will grab your audience and hook 

them. Since the speech is only a minute long, you don't 

need a huge intro. 

(iii) Then, come up with a conclusion. Basically sum up 

everything you have said and repeat it. 

The speech manuscript itself would look/sound like this: 

Intro: The dogs vs. cats debate has raged on for all time and for all 

time the dog side has won! Today, I will compare dogs and cats 

through discussing loyalty, obedience, and training.     

Body: Dogs are considered man's best friend and cats don't even 

like us! So why should we like them? Unlike cats, dogs are 

very faithful and give you unconditional love forever. Cats barely 

seem to know you are around most of the time. If there is 

any problem, a dog will serve and even protect you really well, 

but what would a cat do? Nothing! Dogs are very obedient 



creatures and will sit or lie down or heel on command unlike cats 

who will just smirk and walk away. Cats cannot be trained as 

easily as dogs. In fact it can seem impossible to train a 

cat.Whenever the owner talks, a dog will tilt his head and listen 

but cats don't really seem to have much interest in human 

commands. Dogs will come upon hearing their name called while 

cats either don't recognize their name beingcalled or don't care that 

it's been called! 

Conclusion:  I'm sure there are many more reasons why dogs 

are better than cats but these are the ones I've thought of 

today.Dogs are the best friend a man (or woman) can have. Cats? 

Not so much 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Impromptu Topic List  

1. A day that stands 

out. 

2. The best surprise 

ever. 

3. If I had a million 

dollars  

4. A trip to remember. 

5. If I could only eat 

three foods forever. 

6. Why books are 

important.  

7. How to plan a party. 

8. A job I'd love to 

have. 

9. A day in my life. 

10. If I could have 

dinner with anyone. 

11. If I could travel 

through time. 

12. An important 

lesson I've learned. 

13. The smartest 

cartoon character. 

14. Three things I'd 

change if I ruled the 

world. 

15. The worst chores 

at home. 

16. If I had invented 

school. 

17. The best theme 

park rides. 

18. Whom do you 

admire most? 

19. How to achieve 

your dreams. 

20. Three things that 

scare me. 

21. Great things 

about snow days. 

22. How to spend a 

rainy day. 

23. Great things 

about the ocean. 

24. Things I'll never 

eat. 

25. What I like about 

my town. 

 


