
English II Honors 

Summer Reading 2021 

 

Summer Reading: Fahrenheit 451 

 

You will be expected to read Fahrenheit 451, complete annotations, and the Fahrenheit 451 

Reading Guide. Be sure to answer the questions in complete sentences and use text evidence for 

support. Also, be sure to use your own work. Plagiarism will result in a zero. There will be a test 

over the entirety of the novel when you come to class.  

 

Reading Annotation Guide for F451 

 

You can use numbers or letters from the guide as a way to refer back to the items. However, I want 

YOUR analysis as to the how and why it relates written out in your book’s margins and in a composition 

notebook.  

 

1. CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT – HIGHLIGHT IN BLUE 

• For each of the following characters, trace their 1st and other significant appearances throughout 

the novel. You can use the STEAL method (Speech, Thoughts, Effect on others, Actions, Looks). 

• As you find characterization (direct or indirect) highlight the information and make a small 

annotation as to whether what you highlighted is direct or indirect. 

• Keep track of how the main characters change or remain the same over time. How are they 

portrayed? How does Bradbury do this? Why does he do this? Are they symbolic of something? 

A. Guy Montag,  

B. Mildred Montag,  

C. Captain Beatty,  

D. Professor Faber,  

E. Clarisse McClellan,  

F. Granger,  

G. Mrs. Phelps,  

H. Mrs. Bowles,  

I. Stoneman,  

J. Black 

 

2. IMAGERY– HIGHLIGHT IN YELLOW 

• Look for the following words and motifs. If they are meaningful, annotate them, and discuss what 

they are and how they are used. 

A. religion,  

B. animal imagery, 

C. nature imagery,  

D. blood,  

E. mirrors,  

F. books,  

G. water, 

H. carnivals 

I. fire,  

J. heat & cold,  

K. light & dark 

 



3. SYMBOLS – HIGHLIGHT IN ORANGE 

• Look for the following motifs and symbols. If they are meaningful, annotate them, and discuss 

what they are and how they are used. 

A. “The Hearth and the Salamander”,  

B. “The Sieve and the Sand”,  

C. phoenix,  

D. the mechanical hound 

 

4. THEMES – HIGHLIGHT IN GREEN 

• Find and annotate examples of the following themes. You may also explore any other theme of 

your choice. Remember there are many motifs that illustrate the themes. When you talk about 

theme, you will need to support yourself with reference to the motifs, characters, setting, and 

events that illustrate it. 

 

A. Mass Media: 

Mass media obscures real life experiences and interferes with the characters’ ability to think 

deeply about their own lives. 

 

B. Censorship: 

By making widespread censorship a phenomenon that emerges from the culture itself—and 

not one that is simply imposed by the government—Bradbury is expressing a concern that the 

power of mass media can ultimately suppress free speech as thoroughly as any totalitarian 

regime like Hitler’s. 

 

C. Conformity vs. Individuality: 

In the society of F451, most people conform to a pleasure-seeking lifestyle whereby thinking 

and self-expression are considered dangerous to the norm. Therefore, anyone who professes 

his or her individuality is seen as a threat to society. 

 

D. Distraction vs. Happiness: 

The people of 451 equate pleasure-seeking and distraction with happiness; however, the 

novel makes the case that only when one pursues engaging with difficult or uncomfortable 

thoughts can one achieve a real and meaningful relationship with the world and with each 

other. These real relationship lead to true happiness. 

 

E. Action vs. Inaction: 

F451 was published 1953, just a few years after WWII—a time of great danger and 

intolerance—ended. The novel is concerned with the idea of taking action versus standing 

by while society falters. Some characters act while others passively allow the world to 

happen to them. 


