
English I Honors 
Summer Reading Assignment 

  
 

Students entering high school will be required to purchase “The Pearl” by John 
Steinbeck to read and annotate over the summer.  “The Pearl” is a simple but exciting 
novella filled with beautiful imagery and symbolism.  Be prepared to discuss and work 
on the novel in class when school begins.  It is important that you purchase the book 
instead of downloading it on a device so that you are able to annotate and access 
information easily.  The novel is full of figurative language that should be noted while 
reading.   
 

Annotations should be written in the book or on sticky notes while reading.  
Take note of character description, figurative language, literary elements, vocabulary, 
personal commentary, and questions you may have.  You should not simply summarize 
the text.  You may highlight, make marginal notes, bracket, underline, etc.  You will 
test over the novel the first week of school.  Be prepared. 

 
 

 
  
 
 



How to Annotate Literature 
 
 

annotate: Verb [-tating, -tated] to add critical or explanatory notes to a written work 
[Latin nota mark] 
 
Decide on Your Method 
• Write in the margins if you own the book. 
• If you don't own the book, sticky notes are good and can also easily be removed. 
• Finally, you can write on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to note the page 

number and passage you are referring to. 
 
 
SIFTT Annotating 
S – Symbols: A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something else, like a flag, 

or across, or fire. Symbols help to discover new layers of meaning. 
I – Imagery: Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of the five senses. 

Close attention to imagery is important in understanding an author’s message and 
attitude toward a subject. 

F – Figurative Language: Figurative language includes things like similes, metaphors, 
and personification. Figurative language often reveals deeper layers of meaning. 

T – Tone: Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature. Tone can carry as much 
meaning to the story as the plot does. 

T – Theme: In literature, a theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or lesson 
conveyed by a work. This message is usually about life, society or human nature. 
Themes explore timeless and universal ideas. Most themes are implied rather than 
explicitly stated.  

 
Types of Annotation 
• Questions and Answers 
• Summary of Main Ideas 
• Character Descriptions 
• Literary Elements 
• Motifs 
• Personal Connections to Text 
• Explanations of Text 
• Marking Important Passages 
 
 
 

http://teachers.sduhsd.net/sfarris/Files/How%20to%20Annotate%20LiteraturePDF.pdf 


