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Dear Editor: 
Recently, I visited the state capital to get a preview of legislation that will be heard 
during this upcoming legislative session.  Here are some key topics that will be 
debated:  1.  Common Core  2.  School Funding  3. Elections  4. Judge 
appointment legislation. 
 
Common Core: 
For those dedicated parents suffering through learning this new delivery of math 
concepts, this may come as good news to you.  From my legislative studies this 
year, I have concluded that Kansas College and Career Ready Standards 
(common core based) will be changed this year.  To what extent they will be 
changed, is yet to be seen.  Conservative legislators who are now against 
Common Core, but were the ones who demanded that mathematics instruction in 
America change, will come out looking pretty good in this conservative state.  I 
believe that Common Core will resurface with a new name, and with some 
changes made to it.  I will continue to have faith in groups like National Council of 
Teachers of Math in their first and future second effort to improve mathematics 
instruction in America.  USD 109 will continue to follow the recommendations of 
the state board and hope that the new approach does not become a political 
mess.  If so, only the kids will be the ones in the end that gets hurt.  American 
students are at a disadvantage worldwide in matters of excellence in math. 
 
School Funding: 
I can’t sit back and take the threat against school funding so easily.  Tax cuts in 
Kansas made since 2012 have placed a real damper on publically funded 
services.  School funding has felt some recent cuts, but what is coming down the 
pike will be much more severe.  Please read all the stories from education 
reporters across the state.  You will find some republican slanted and some 
democrat slanted stories.  The important thing is to read both sides and then make 
a decision.  The next 90 days of legislation (sausage making) will drastically impact 
the future of rural Kansas schools.  Rural schools west of Topeka used to have a 
stronger voice at the capitol.  However, due to sparse population density, our voice 
is often not heard now.  Kansas’s goal has always been to insure that an equal 
opportunity to get a good education was available to Kansas kids whether they 
were from a small, rural area of Kansas or were from wealthier areas such as 
Johnson County.  Feel free to visit with me if this topic is of interest to you.  I am 
open to hearing from both sides of the issue. 
 
Elections: 



There will be an intellectually founded argument to change when some elections in 
the state occur.  There is an equally intelligent argument for these elections not to 
be changed.  There is also a push to see these same elections become 
partisan.  Currently, school board elections are held in the spring.  However, there 
is often low voter turnout (9%).  Some legislators would like these elections moved 
to November where turnout would increase due to the other elections being held at 
that time.  A lower turnout is not a real concern to me since I know that those who 
turn out care most about the issues.  Their voices need to be the ones influencing 
education most.  I worry that a November election would simply become like all the 
others.  Races often won by candidates who spent the most on advertising or were 
simply the loudest voice.  I for sure hope that these elections are kept nonpartisan. 
 
Judge Appointments: 
Judges in Kansas are appointed in a fashion different than many states.  The 
current method seems to have served us well, and I believe their case histories 
have been pretty much nonpartisan.  I bring this topic up so you can follow it 
closely and let your voice be heard one way or the other.  I don’t want to sway 
anyone’s opinion, but I do believe it is an issue that will have a big impact on the 
governing of Kansas. 
 
We must remember that our duties as citizens are not completed when we 
vote.  Educate yourself as a citizen and let your voice be heard in Topeka.  As a 
conservative, I have made every effort to keep this letter nonpartisan.  Drop by the 
district office anytime if you have questions.  Schools will continue to be a reflective 
mirror of our society.  Keep looking sharp! 
 
Michael Couch 
USD 109 Superintendent 
 
	  


