
 

Hudson ISD Parents/Staff: 

As you are well-aware, Governor Abbott recently rescinded a portion of his state orders 
pertaining to COVID-19 mitigation. Although the state’s requirement/mandate regarding 
face masks was removed, the decision to uphold current practice was left up to local 
entities. Regarding Texas schools, the decision was left to the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA).  

Yesterday afternoon, schools across the state received updated guidance from TEA. 
Commissioner Morath did not rescind on the requirements for face masks in our public 
schools but did allow for local school boards to modify or eliminate by formal action the 
mask-related requirements.  

My professional opinion on this subject matter must be based on several factors. With 
the current mitigation measures in place, our spread of infection on campuses has been 
minimal. In fact, schools were originally thought to be ‘super-spreaders’, but later 
deemed as one of the safest locations (if measures are taken seriously). Secondly, 
schools have remained open. Our operation solely depends on staff/student 
attendance. The current quarantine guidelines allow for much more participation in on-
campus instruction. Simply, the proper wearing of face masks keep our students and 
staff in the classroom. Thirdly, we ended the optional remote instruction, knowing that 
our mitigation was effective to conduct school in person. We certainly need students in 
the classroom, where nothing can replace that of an effective teacher. By the 
continuation of mitigation measures, we can operate in the most effective manner. 
Lastly, we do have medically fragile students and staff on campuses. Letting our current 
guard down at this time could be detrimental to those persons.  

While the wearing of face masks is burdensome and has some negative impacts 
socially and emotionally, the benefits have proven to allow our district to continue 
operation in the most effective and efficient manner. While we only have a few weeks of 
school remaining, it is my recommendation to continue our current practice of mitigation 
for a little longer. We will certainly continue to monitor local cases and the effect these 
have in our schools. With the upcoming spring break, we will know more information 
soon that can help guide future changes to our policies. Until that time, mask mandates 
for all school activities will remain in effect.  

Although there will be many to agree or disagree to this decision, my responsibility is to 
view all information through multiple lenses and keep students in a safe environment 
where learning can take place. I appreciate your understanding and patience during this 
trying year.  

Respectfully, 
Donny Webb, Superintendent 
Hudson ISD 
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