
HUDSON ISD 
6735 Ted Trout Drive 
Lufkin, Texas 75904 

April 20, 2020 

 

Hudson ISD Parents: 

Good afternoon. I hope this letter finds you and your family in good health and managing the 
COVID-19 circumstance the best you can. We are certainly experiencing a unique situation that 
may alter our lives and the manner in which we conduct business for an extended period of 
time. Our prayers are for all of you that are negatively impacted by this. We pray for some 
‘normality’ to return soon. 

As each of you are aware, Governor Abbott announced that school will remain closed for the 
remainder of the school year. Districts will continue to operate by providing instructional packets 
in an online or paper format. Last Tuesday, instructional packets were for a two-week period. 
Our next date for providing instructional packets will be April 28th. That will be our LAST time for 
packets to be delivered. That last delivery will be for a 3-week period of time. 

Here are some general Q&A during this time: 

Will food service continue since school is shut down for the remainder of the year?  Food 
service will continue weekly as currently provided. 

Will online work and packets count for grades? It was determined that there was no fair way 
to grade the take-home assignments. Some students have not been able to pick up paper 
packets or have the resources to adequately access online work. Many students have struggled 
under the concept of home-based instruction without being in the classroom for face-to-face 
interaction. There are too many factors and variables out of the district’s control to adequately 
assess the progress of students learning from home. Therefore, the district will not be using 
grades from online or paper packets in the calculation of final grades. 

How will your child’s grades be determined? Our administrative staff have researched and 
made some determinations on how to best calculate grades for students this last grading period. 
The district grading guidelines are locally developed as Administrative Policy of the 
Superintendent. This document has been modified recently due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
school closure. While there is no perfect solution to our situation’s effect on grades, the 
following guidelines are in place: 

• The specific number of grades (both daily and exam) have been waived for the 4th 9-
week period of time. 

• For students in Grades PK-8: The 4th 9-week grade will be the average of the first three 
9-week periods. Based on previous data, we feel this is in the best interest of all 
students in these grade levels. So, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 9-week grades will be averaged to 
determine the 4th 9-week grade. 



• For students in Grades 9-12: High school operates differently due to class credits per 
semester and courses that are only one semester long. For students in high school, 
the 4th 9-week grade will be the same as the 3rd 9-week grade completed prior to 
Spring Break. 

Why could my child not just receive a ‘pass/fail’ for the course they are in? Again, this 
really pertains to the high school level and credits earned. Students that receive only a pass/fail 
grade would be negatively impacted through the calculations of GPA, as no work prior to the 
emergency closure would be acknowledged in this calculation. 

How will my senior’s GPA be affected? Really none. The policy for calculating a senior’s final 
GPA ended with grades at the end of the 3rd 9-week period with the exception of college level 
grades submitted by the institution of higher education. 

Will my child have to make up this time they were out of school? No. As long as the district 
offered instructional packets to students, the district is waived of attendance requirements for 
students during the emergency closure. 

How will I know if my child is retained for the same grade level next year? Board policy 
specifies the requirements for student retention and promotion. Parents may always appeal a 
decision for retention. The campus principal will be the contact for such questions. 

How will the district ensure that my child gets ‘caught up’ next year after being out for so 
long? The district understands that instructional packets do not substitute for in-school learning. 
Much work will have to be done to properly assess students when returning next year and the 
need to possibly alter the scope and sequence of instruction. The district will take into account 
the loss of instructional time caused by this emergency shutdown. We urge parents to insist that 
children read consistently throughout the summer and find many resources to stay in practice 
with math facts. We can not stress this enough. 

When can my child get his/her personal belongings from school? Each campus is working 
on a plan to allow students and staff to come pick up belongings. This plan will ensure that 
proper social distancing and safety measures are in place. Each campus principal will develop 
the plan and communicate with parents/students. 

Will we have a graduation? We certainly hope so! At this time, we would much rather have a 
traditional graduation celebration. So, we are hoping that future changes to social distancing 
rules will allow us to schedule a time and location for what our students deserve. However, it is 
too early for us to make a final determination. 

 While this pandemic has certainly caused for a non-traditional school ending, we will prevail. 
We miss our students and staff. If you have any specific questions to this Q&A, please do not 
hesitate to contact your campus principal. Again, there is no perfect plan for such a 
circumstance as this. We hope that this answers the majority of questions that are being asked 
at this time. God bless each of you and may you stay safe and healthy. 

  

Donny Webb, Superintendent 
Hudson ISD 


