
 

Google Hangout Program 
 

The Ultimate Goal - To expose your students to learning 
outside the walls of your classroom through a virtual 

experience! 
 

4 Ways to Meet Requirements 
 

Google Hangouts 
Pages 1 - 2 

 
Connect with another class or professional to: 

● share something  
● perform something 
● discuss work/careers 
● do a mystery hangout 

Skype 
Pages 3-4 

 
Connect with another class or professional to: 

● share something 
● perform something 
● discuss work/careers 
● do a mystery hangout 

Nepris 
Page 5 

 
Nepris is a service that allows teachers to select 
specific TEKS and matches them up with a 
professional that can give application examples of 
the TEKS. 
 

● Math teachers will have an account for 
unlimited sessions. 

● All teachers are eligible for one free 
session! 

Virtual Field Trips 
Page 6-7 

 
Virtual field trips allow your class to “visit” another 
place in real time and hopefully interactive with a 
presenter or tour guide.  Many virtual field trips 
allow you to send in questions before hand  or 
tweet questions during the activity.  

 

Quick Facts To Know: 
● The requirement is 4 activities for the year. 
● Keep in mind, however, your activity must be “live” not 

taped. 
● You can use a “taped” version of your activity with other 

classes that didn’t get to experience the “live” activity. 
● You can use a basic webcam and microphone (external or 

internal in a laptop) for your activity but we have a high 
def camera and noise reducing mic for check out. 

● If you are using the curriculum room for your activity, you 
must reserve it. 

 

 

Click Below For 
Quick Links to 

Details! 
 

Google Hangout Info 
Skype Info 
Nepris Info 
Live Virtual Field Trips Info 

 
 

http://www.hudsonisd.org/index.php?pageID=10875
http://www.hudsonisd.org/index.php?pageID=10875
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Google Hangout Info 
***FYI - Usually if people Google Hangout, they SKYPE also. 
 

1. First Things First:  
a. Do both people who want to Hangout need a google account? No, but the 

process is a little more simple if you both do. 
i. You already have a Google account from the school. 
ii. The person you want to hangout with can easily get a .  

1. If the person you’re hanging out with doesn’t have a Google 
account, IT’S EASY!  Tell them to open Google Chrome & 
create an account! 

b. Free Google Hangout extension or app (Easy but does not record the 
Hangout 
i. If you’re going to Hangout on a computer you’ll need to visit the 

Google Chrome Store and add the Google Hangout extension. 
ii. If you’re using a mobile device you’ll need to go to your app store 

and download the Google Hangout app. 
c. If you would like to record your hangout…. 

i. Open Chrome & Log In  
ii. Go to hangouts.google.com 
iii. Click the 3 dots on the left side of the screen. 
iv. Scroll down & click “Hangouts On Air” 
v. From here you will need to follow the prompts to set up your 

hangout.  YOU CAN DO THIS AHEAD OF TIME! 

2.Next, make sure you have the equipment you need! 
a. A device connected to a projector with a camera, microphone, & 

speakers is the preferable set up for a whole class. 
b. The person you are hanging out with may use a mobile device like a 

phone or tablet, but I don’t recommend this for you and your whole class 
since connecting mobile devices to speakers & projectors is more 
difficult.  

3.What exactly is a “Mystery” Google Hangout? 
a. Simply put - Two classes ask each other questions to guess where each is 

located.  It’s like a game. 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/search/google%20hangout?_category=extensions
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b. Mystery Hangouts & Mystery Skypes are pretty much the same.  So click 
here to read about a Mystery Skype. 

4.How do you find people to Hangout with? 
a. Ask! 

i. Email, Tweet, Facebook, call, etc.!  If you know someone or find 
someone you want your class to hangout with, ASK THEM! 

b. Google+ 
i. There are groups on Google+ (Google’s Facebook sort of) for 

teachers who want to do Hangouts.  
1.  Mystery Hangouts Google Community  
2. Google Hangouts in Education 
3. Connected Classrooms 

c. This Spreadsheet! 
d. Twitter 

i. If you use twitter, the hashtag for a Mystery Google Hangout is 
#mysteryhangout.  So you can just tweet asking for a Hangout using 
this hashtag and someone may respond!  

ii. Or you can search the hashtag #mysteryhangout and see who wants 
to Hangout.  It looks like this: 

iii.      
 

 
 

  

http://psolarz.weebly.com/how-to-set-up-and-run-a-mystery-skype-session.html
http://psolarz.weebly.com/how-to-set-up-and-run-a-mystery-skype-session.html
https://plus.google.com/communities/110369120141935358658
https://plus.google.com/communities/109532576382533836103
https://plus.google.com/102667019486175901786/videos?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IlHnvvw1875nAqgTDFID-lZrLfLR61Wv5iid-ZHl_40/edit#gid=0
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Skype Info 
***FYI - Usually if people SKYPE, they Google Hangout also. 
 

1.First Things First - You both need: 
a. To set up a skype account.  

i. For your Skype username I recommend using your Hudson ISD gmail 
address WITHOUT THE @.  Example “mitchellmhudsonisd.org” 

b. On the computer you will SKYPE on, simply search for SKYPE and click the 
app. 

2.Second, make sure you have the equipment you need! 
a. A device connected to a projector with a camera, microphone, & 

speakers is the preferable set up for a whole class. 
b. The person you are hanging out with may use a mobile device like a 

phone or tablet, but I don’t recommend this for you and your whole class 
since connecting mobile devices to speakers & projectors is more 
difficult.  

3.What exactly is a “Mystery” Skype? 
a. Simply put - Two classes ask each other questions to guess where each is 

located.  It’s like a game. 
b. Click here for more info. 

4.How do I find people to Skype With? 
a. Ask! 

i. Email, Tweet, Facebook, call, etc.!  If you know someone or find 
someone you want your class to Skype with, ASK THEM!!! 

b. Google+ 
i. There are two groups on Google+ (Google’s Facebook sort of) for 

teachers who want to do Hangouts.  MANY OF THEM ALSO SKYPE!  
1.  Mystery Hangouts Google Community  
2. Google Hangouts in Education 

c. Microsoft Education - Skype in the Classroom 
i. BEFORE YOU CREATE AN ACCOUNT HERE YOU WILL NEED A SKYPE 

ACCOUNT! 
ii. Create an account at Microsoft Education USING YOUR SKYPE 

ACCOUNT. 

http://www.skype.com/en/
http://psolarz.weebly.com/how-to-set-up-and-run-a-mystery-skype-session.html
https://plus.google.com/communities/110369120141935358658
https://plus.google.com/communities/109532576382533836103
https://education.microsoft.com/skypeintheclassroom
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iii. Click the Educator’s tab (top left of menu) and LOOK! 
1. There are live lessons & field trips. 
2. There are teachers who Skype to connect with. 

d. This Spreadsheet! 
e. Authors Who Skype 

i. Click here and scroll to the bottom for authors who Skype for free! 
f. Twitter 

i. If you use twitter, there are several hashtags for a Skype. 
1.  #mysteryskype  
2. #numberskype 
3. #skypeintheclassroom (Using Skype for all kinds of activities in 

the classroom). 
ii. So you can just tweet asking for a Hangout using these hashtags and 

someone may respond!  It’ll look like this 

iii.  

5.How Do I Record My Skype? 
a. With Skypes that easier said than done.  If you are familiar with 

Screencast-o-matic or other screen capture software, you can use this, 
but with free versions of these the time you can record is usually limited 
to 15 minutes. 

b. If you REALLY want to record, ask well in advance and HDot will see what 
they can do! 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IlHnvvw1875nAqgTDFID-lZrLfLR61Wv5iid-ZHl_40/edit#gid=0
http://www.katemessner.com/authors-who-skype-with-classes-book-clubs-for-free/
http://psolarz.weebly.com/how-to-set-up-and-run-a-mystery-skype-session.html
http://kathycassidy.com/2013/12/05/mystery-number-skype-even-a-six-year-old-can-do-it/
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Nepris Info 
1.First Things First - You will need to set up a Nepris 

Account. 
2.Next, you will need to schedule a session. 

a. Nepris will step you through this process, but you will have to pick TEKS 
you want included and preferred dates and times. 

b. I would plan on a 2-3 week turn around.  So this is not a last minute 
scheduling thing. 

c. Note - A “sessions” is ONE CLASS interacting with a presenter.  In other 
words if you want 3 of your classes to have an activity, then you will need 
to schedule 3 sessions.  And yes you can copy and paste the same info 
into other sessions to shorten the typing. 

3.Equipment Needed 
a. A device (computer) connected to a projector with a camera, 

microphone, & speakers is the preferable set up for a whole class. 
b. Nepris does a systems check before the day of the session, so be prepared 

to have your equipment set up on the day they request to do the check. 
 

 

  

https://www.nepris.com/
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Live Virtual Field Trips Info 
● Remember these must be live not taped.  This does not mean you can’t use a 

taped version for other classes that didn’t get the live version. 
 

Tips -  
1. Equipment Needed - A device (computer) connected to a projector with a 

camera, microphone, & speakers is the preferable set up for a whole class. 
2. Virtual Field trips need preparation as do all virtual activities to be meaningful to 

your class. 
a. Read about the trip before hand and do pre-field trip activities with your 

class. 
b. If there are follow up activities, try and do them if possible. 
c. Many times you can send in questions before hand. 
d. Many times you can tweet in questions or comments during the activity. 
e. Doing these things makes the difference with a virtual field trip.  If you just 

have a class sitting passively through the field trip then you’re just watching 
a video. 

 
Some Resources For Field Trips:  

● There are also virtual field trips offered by SKYPE.  See above info page 3 under 
“Microsoft Education.” 

 
Connect 2 Texas 

● Click here to go to a search page. 
● Some of these are FREE and some have a charge.  
● If you wish to participate in a paid activity, you’ll need approval & money will 

come out of your budget. 
● There are registration deadlines!!!! 

 
Discovery Education 

● We all have Discovery Education accounts here.  So you should get emails 
talking about all of the virtual field trips they offer every month. 

● If you are not getting these, let me know! 
 
 

http://www.connect2texas.net/Connect2Texas_pages/event_search.asp
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Denali Distance Learning 
● This service says that it’s presentations are for K-6, but looking at the 

opportunities, I feel like you could get them to present to 7th & 8th. 
 
UTSA Institute of Texan Cultures 

● In association with the Smithsonian Institution - brings this museum virtually to 
your classroom. 

 
If you have more resources, please let me know! 
 

http://www.nps.gov/dena/learn/education/learning/index.htm
http://www.texancultures.com/educator_center/distance_learning/

