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District–Wide Parent and Family Engagement Policy
2018–2019



What is Family Engagement?

Family Engagement is the participation of parents and family members in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:

 (A) That parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning.

 (B) That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education.

 (C) That parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child.

 (D) The carrying out of other activities, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESSA.


About the Parent and Family Engagement Policy

In support of strengthening student academic achievement, Kingston Public School  has developed this parent and family engagement policy that establishes the district’s expectations and objectives for meaningful family engagement and guides the strategies and resources that strengthen school and parent partnerships in the district’s Title I Schoolwide schools. This plan will describe Kingston’s commitment to engage families in the education of their children and to build the capacity in its Title I schools to implement family engagement strategies and activities designed to achieve the district and student academic achievement goals.   

When schools, families, and communities work together to support learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer and enjoy school more. Title I, Part A provides for substantive family engagement at every level of the program, such as in the development and implementation of the district and school plans, and in carrying out the district and school improvement provisions. Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) contains the primary Title I, Part A requirements for schools and school systems to involve parents and family members in their children’s education. Consistent with Section 1116, Kingston Public School will work to ensure that the required school-level parent and family engagement policies meet the requirements of Section 1116(b) and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with Section 1116(d) of the ESSA.

Jointly Developed

The Kingston Public School Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be updated annually.  Parents are given several opportunities to provide input and feedback.   Parents are invited via flyers, newsletters, school and district website, Facebook and the local paper to attend plan revision meetings. Input and feedback is collected for the revision of the Parent and Family Engagement Policies.  

Parents are also given opportunities for input through the annual Title I Parent and Family Engagement survey, and additional surveys provided at all Title I parent meetings and workshops.  All parental feedback is collected, documented and used in the annual updating of policies.  The District Parent and Family Engagement Policy is posted on the Kingston Public Schools website. Kingston Public School will   have hardcopies available in the Superintendent’s office.  

Reservation of Funds 

Kingston Public School will reserve 1% from the total amount of Title I funds it receives in FY19 to carry out the parent and family engagement requirements listed in this policy and as described in Section 1116 of the ESSA. Furthermore, the district will distribute at least 90% of the amount reserved to support their local-level family engagement programs and activities. Surveys will be distributed giving parents opportunities for input on the use of parent engagement funds.  All suggestions and comments are reviewed by school leaders to determine areas of need for the parent and family engagement budget. 

Opportunities for Meaningful Parent Consultation

Input and suggestions from parents and family members are an essential component of the district and school improvement plans that are developed each year. All parents are included in the opportunities described in this section to share their ideas and suggestions to help the district, schools, and students to reach our student academic achievement goals.

Title I Plan Revision Meetings - Spring

Each spring, parents and family members of Title I students are invited to the revision and planning meeting for the Title I plan, including the District Parent Engagement Policy.  These meetings give parents an opportunity to offer input, and revise and update current plans for the following school year. Notices regarding these meetings are sent to all parents via school web-site, Facebook, newsletters and the local newspaper. 

Annual Parent Involvement Meeting – Fall  

Through information in newsletters, newspaper, Facebook, and on the website, parents will be invited to serve on planning committees. Kingston Public School will hold an annual meeting to inform parents of the school's participation in Title I, Part A programs, and to explain the requirements, and the right of parents to be involved in this program.  Parents will be invited and encouraged to participate, serve and have input on the Title I Parent Committee.  Kingston Public School will vary the committee meeting times and places to encourage participation and offer child care services if needed to promote participation.
Building Capacity

Kingston Public Schools will provide the following necessary coordination, 
technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and 
implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic 
achievement and school performance: 

	Schedule time to review and explain with parents their child's individual assessment results 

Provide notices, articles and explanations about Oklahoma Academic Standards objectives 
Schedule times to review with the community the school's district report card 
Schedule parent conferences during daytime and nighttime 
Schedule parent meetings to discuss parent-school compacts; 
Provide opportunities to parents to discuss school-based curriculum, forms of assessments used and strengths and weaknesses needed for improvements 
Provide parents reasonable access to staff and observation of classroom activities 

Kingston Public Schools will coordinate and integrate parental involvement 
strategies in Part A with parental involvement strategies under the following other 
programs, such as, Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Parents as Teachers, Preschool Programs, by: 

	Notify parents of the school's participation in Early Reading First, Reading First and Even Start Family Literacy Programs operating within the school, the district and contact information. 
	Provide Early Literacy Programs to assist parents with reading techniques and strategies to use with their child 
	Provide parenting skills opportunities 

Invite parents to Open House, workshops, classroom observations. 
Communicate in a form and language that can be understood 

Kingston Public Schools will build the schools' and parent's capacity for strong 
parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically described below: 

	The school district will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A schools, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in this paragraph-- 

	the State's academic content standards; 

the State's student academic achievement standards; 
the State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments; 
the requirements of Part A; 
how to monitor their child's progress, and 
how to work with educators: 

	The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children's academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement, by: 

	Offering parent literacy programs 

Offering access to computers after-hours 
Provide programs that demonstrate student's use of technology for 
classroom learning 
Teachers/Administrators implement email as immediate means of 
communication 
Incorporating software that can be accessed by parents to monitor child's 
attendance, grades, etc. (classroll.com) 

	The school district will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and with parents as equal partners in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by: 

	Encouraging parents to volunteer during school hours 

Encouraging parents to participate in school sponsored activities 
Provide newsletters from the school and 
teachers 
Conduct parent conferences, Open House, Nighttime family activities 
at school

	The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and 
integrate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children by: 

	Provide parenting skills classes 

Encourage classroom observations 
Provide resources for parent use and check-out (library resources, 
magazines, information booklets) 

	The school district will take the following actions to ensure that information 
related to the school and parent-programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon requests, and, to the extent practicable, in a language that parents can understand: 

	District Report Cards will be mailed or distributed yearly 

Progress Reports will be mailed every three weeks 
Report Cards will be mailed or handed out quarterly 
Weekly activity bulletins and memos 
Schedule parent conferences twice a year 
District wide student handbooks 


Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation

Each year, Kingston Public School will conduct an evaluation of the content and effectiveness of parent and family engagement policies and family engagement activities to improve the academic quality.

Beginning in January, each school will send home a survey of the content and effectiveness of their Parent and Family Engagement Policy Parents and family members are encouraged to complete surveys. The surveys contain questions concerning the parent and family engagement program, the parent and family engagement budget, and also includes a section for parents to provide comments. 

The district and schools will utilize feedback and comments from the surveys to improve the effectiveness of their parent and family engagement programs.


Accessibility

In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements established by Section 1116 of the ESSA, school parent liaison will communicate to ensure full opportunities for participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children including providing information and school reports in a language parents can understand.


Adoption

This districtwide parent and family engagement policy has been developed jointly and agreed upon with parents and family members of children participating in Title I, Part A programs as evidenced by the collaboration of parents, school, and district personnel at parent revision meetings and parental input opportunities provided by each Title I school.

This policy was adopted by the Kingston Public School on July 9, 2018 and will be in effect for the 2018-2019 academic school year. The school district will distribute this policy in multiple ways to all parents of participating Title I, Part A children on or before September 1, 2018.
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