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 The Shelbyville I.S.D. Board of Trustees met in regular session on Monday, September 

14, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, Shelbyville I.S.D.  Board members present were Mark 

Bohannon, Joe Tom Schillings, Joey Lawson, Chris Koltonski, Lori Alvis, and Tim Bradshaw.  

Duane Lout was not present.                         

The meeting was called to order, and the invocation was given.  The Board then recited 

the pledge to the American flag. 

Deborah Chadwick and Mary Lynn Tinkle, members of the Shelby County Chamber of 

Commerce, were present to recognize Shelbyville ISD’s 2019-20 Teachers of the Year.  COVID-

19 conditions prevented the annual recognition ceremony usually held in the spring.  Mr. Osby 

recognized Emily Sowell as the high school Teacher of the Year.  Thomas Swearengen was on 

duty at a volleyball game, so Patty Bays recognized Cheryl Alexander as the middle school 

Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Bays then recognized the elementary Teacher of the Year, Jennifer 

Sonmor.  Each teacher was presented a gift bag from the Chamber of Commerce representatives. 

There were no open forum communications. 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the meetings of August 10, 2020, and August 31, 

2020.  The Board also reviewed the financial reports.  The minutes and financial reports were 

unanimously approved as presented. 

The Board considered approval of a School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) made up 

of Jeane Taylor, school nurse; and parents:  Jessica Kay, Raegan Best, Jessica Greer, Heather 

McDonald, Guadalupe Ramirez, and Jaclyn Scarborough.  Other members are Kathy Marshall, 

teacher; Morgan Jefferson, student; and Felicia Thompson, community member.  Ex-officio 

members are Patty Bays, Amber Swearengen, and Brenda Hogue.  The Board voted unanimously 

to approve the School Health Advisory Council.   

Curriculum director Amber Swearengen, the school district contact person for issues 

related to COVID-19, provided the Board with an overview/update on the policies and 

procedures in place to help prevent the spread of the virus. 

In Principal’s Reports, Mario Osby addressed the Board about the high school campus.  It 

has been an interesting year, but things are going well so far.  The three new teachers on his 

campus are doing great.  Volleyball, cross country, and football are in full swing at this time.  
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Homecoming events will take place this week.  The parade will be Friday at 2:30 p.m.  

Homecoming activities will take place before the game at 7:00 p.m.  The game vs. Groveton will 

then take place at 7:30 p.m.  Enrollment stands at 214. 

There was no middle school report due to the absence of Thomas Swearengen. 

Elementary principal Patty Bays addressed the Board concerning the elementary campus.  

She thanked the Board for allowing her the opportunity to act as interim principal.  There are 

great teachers at the elementary, and she is enjoying working with them.  There are 358 students 

enrolled at the present time. 

Dr. West gave the following Superintendent’s Reports: (1) The TASA/TASB school 

board convention will be held as an on-line conference September 30 – October 2, 2020.  (2) 

Approval has been granted by the Texas Department of Transportation for improvements to our 

school exits on both Highway 87 and FM 417W.  (3) The Board was given copies of articles of 

interest. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     


