Grades 4-5 Writing Focus

2014 Distributions
Grades 4 Expository Writing
Grade 4
State Summed Scores

31%

30%

Levelland ISD Summed Scores

1/1 = 2

17%

1/1 = 2

21%

1/2 = 3

14%

1/2 = 3

18%

2/2 = 4

38%

2/2 = 4

39%

2/3 = 5

15%

2/3 = 5

19%

3/3 = 6

11%

3/3 = 6

3%

3/4 = 7

3%

3/4 = 7

0%

4/4 = 8

1%

4/4 = 8

0%

39%

22%

2015 Distributions
Grades 4 Expository Writing
Grade 4
2015 LISD Summed Scores

41%

17%

2014 LISD Summed Scores

1/1 = 2

19%

1/1 = 2

21%

1/2 = 3

22%

1/2 = 3

18%

2/2 = 4

42%

2/2 = 4

39%

2/3 = 5

11%

2/3 = 5

19%

3/3 = 6

6%

3/3 = 6

3%

3/4 = 7

0%

3/4 = 7

0%

4/4 = 8

0%

4/4 = 8

0%

39%

22%

How Essays Are Scored - Adjacent Scoring
Reader
1

Reader
2

Score

Description

0

0

0

Nonscorable

1

1

2

Very Limited

1

2

3

Between Very Limited and Basic

2

2

4

Basic

2

3

5

Between Basic and Satisfactory

3

3

6

Satisfactory

3

4

7

Between Satisfactory and Accomplished

4

4

8

Accomplished

Readers scores must be adjacent for scoring to occur. Otherwise, it
goes to the table leader. Difficult papers go to TEA staff for decision.

The Scoring Scale
The Distinctions Between Summed Scores
Very Limited
Very Limited to Basic
Basic

Scores of
2, 3, 4

Basic
Basic to Satisfactory
Satisfactory

Scores of
4, 5, 6

Satisfactory
Satisfactory to Accomplished
Accomplished

Scores of
6, 7, 8

The Scoring Continuum – Know where students
are on the scoring continuum, understand the
developmental issues, and work from there!
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

Weak
Ineffective
Vague/General
Uncontrolled

Strong
Effective
Precise/Specific
PROGRESSION
DEVELOPMENT
WORD CHOICE
SENTENCES
CONVENTIONS

Well Controlled

STAAR Scoring Guide

STAAR Scoring Rubric (simplified)

2014 Grade 4 Expository Prompt
READ the information in the box below.
In the movie The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy
says, “There’s no place like home.”
THINK about a place that is special to you.
WRITE about your favorite place to spend time. Describe the
place and explain what makes it special.
Be sure to –
•clearly state your central idea
•organize your writing
•develop your writing in detail
•choose your words carefully
•use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar and sentences

2013 Grade 4 Expository Prompt
READ the information in the box below.
Most people have a favorite season or
time of year.
THINK about the time of year you like the most.
WRITE about your favorite time of year. Explain what makes it
special to you.
Be sure to –
•clearly state your central idea
•organize your writing
•develop your writing in detail
•choose your words carefully
•use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar and sentences

2011 Grade 4 Expository Prompt
READ the information in the box.
There are people in our lives who are special to
us. Sometimes this person is a teacher or coach,
a parent, a brother or sister, or even a friend.
THINK carefully about the people you care about.
WRITE about one person who has been important to you. Explain what makes that
person special.
Be sure to –
•clearly state your central idea
•organize your writing
•develop your writing in detail
•choose your words carefully
•use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and sentences

2015 Grade 4 Expository Prompt
READ the following quotation.
In the book Oh, the Places You’ll Go!, Dr. Seuss writes,
“Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So . . . get
on your way!”
THINK about all the different places you could visit or things you could do in the future.
WRITE about something that you look forward to doing. Tell what you want to do and explain
why you want to do it.

Be sure to –
•clearly state your central idea
•organize your writing
•develop your writing in detail
•choose your words carefully
•use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and sentences

2015 Grade 4 Expository Essay

2015 Grade 4 Expository Essay

Feedback:
Strong Point – You include many interesting details and your voice comes
through loud and clear.
Opportunity – You could strengthen your introduction and conclusion by
adding your unique voice in those paragraphs, as well.

Progression
…progression, relatedness, and completeness
of ideas. The writer establishes for the reader
a well-organized composition, which exhibits
a constancy of purpose through the
development of elements forming an
effective beginning, middle, and end. The
response demonstrates a clear progression of
related ideas and/or events and is unified
and complete.

Progression
Progression Sticky Note
Rank each of these five aspects of your essay on
a scale of 1-5.
______

______
______
______
______

My introduction states my controlling
idea and hooks the reader in an
interesting way.
All my ideas are presented in a logical
sequence.
The transitions show my reader where
my ideas move forward.
The organization of the whole piece
feels natural, not forced.
My conclusion leaves the reader
satisfied.

Improve Progression through
Sentence Length/Variety

Improve Progression through
Sentence Length/Variety
Read the paragraphs below. Choose the paragraph that is
more effective.
I love living in the city. I have a wonderful view of the entire city. I have
an apartment. I can see the Golden Gate Bridge. I can see many cargo
ships pass under the bridge each day. I like the restaurants in San
Francisco. I can find wonderful food from just about every country. I
don’t like the traffic in the city.
I love living in the city of San Francisco. I have a wonderful view of the
entire city from my apartment window. In addition, I can see the Golden
Gate Bridge under which many cargo ships pass each day. I also like San
Francisco because I can find wonderful restaurants with food from just
about every country; however, I don’t like the traffic in the city.

Improve Progression through
Sentence Length/Variety
Friday Night
It was Friday night. He was feeling good.
It ___________________ and he________________________.
He had worked hard. He had gotten a raise.
Because ____________________, he ____________________.
His boss praised his efforts. His boss was a hard-working woman.
His boss, ______________________, had _________________.
Then she had given him a paycheck. The paycheck was unexpectedly large.
Then _____________________________ that _______________________.
He had said something to her. “There must be a mistake.”
“______________________________,” he _________________.
She had replied something. “There’s no mistake.”
“_____________________________,” ______________ had replied.
He was pleased by this. He was surprised by this.
He was both _______________________________.
He had worked extra hard. He hadn’t thought anyone would notice.
Although _________________________, he _____________________.

Mentor Texts
Organization /Progression "mentor texts”
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
Big and Little by Steve Jenkins
Brave Margaret: An Irish Adventure by Robert De
San Souci
Fish Faces by Norbert Wu
Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall
If You Give a Pig a Pancake by Laura Numeroff
That's Good! That's Bad! by Margery Cuyler
There's a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer
Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges
Tomorrow's Alphabet by Donald Crews
Twilight Comes Twice by Ralph Fletcher
Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox

Teaching Writing

Writing taught once or twice a week is just
frequently enough to remind children that
they cannot write. They are like athletes
who never get in condition, yet have to
play the game before cynical spectators.
– Donald Graves

Resources
www.writingfix.com
http://twowritingteachers.wordpress.com
www.nwp.org
www.time4writing.com
www.readingandwritingproject.com
www.readwritethink.org
www.teachingasleadership.org
www.penguin.com/school-library

