
 

704 11th St.  •  Levelland, TX 79336  •  806.894.6858  •  Fax 806.897.1518 

April 27, 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Students, 

 

I truly never thought I would be writing this letter to you, but unfortunately, due to the current unforeseen public 

health emergency, specifically the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, all school buildings are closed 

through the end of the school year. Above all else, the priority during these times remains the safety and health 

of the students, staff, and our community. As explained in our prior letter of March 25, 2020, the state-mandated 

closure requires changes to the implementation of educational instruction, causing an emergency disruption to 

regular school-based instructional services. Until notified otherwise, all instructional services necessary for 

students to make progress in the general curriculum, as well as any special education supports and services 

necessary for a free, appropriate public education (FAPE), must be provided remotely, and in some circumstances, 

in a condensed manner. The movement of instruction from a physical building to electronic, telephonic, 

videoconferencing and/or hard copy packets for home use requires a temporary alteration to your child’s IEP 

related to the delivery of services and to the type of instruction provided.  

 

The District began implementing your child’s IEP through alternative means on April 1, 2020.  The District has 

summarized below the District’s plan to continue to effectively adapt the current IEP with a temporary Continuity 

Plan (“CP”) and, absent a response from you requesting otherwise, the District will continue implementation of 

the CP until regular school-based instruction resumes. Once regular school-based instructional services resume, 

your child’s IEP, without adaptations, will again be implemented. At such time, the District will review all data 

regarding student progress during the emergency to determine whether to convene an ARD committee meeting 

to consider compensatory services and/or extended school year services. Parents may also request an ARD 

committee meeting to consider compensatory services and/or extended school year services. 

 

Continuity Plan 

Based on virtual educational opportunities being provided to all students, guidance from federal and state 

agencies, the student’s most recent FIE and IEP, resources available in the student’s home, and the services that 

may have the greatest impact on ensuring progress in the goals addressed in your child’s IEP, the District has 

identified the below-listed adaptations in services as appropriate for your child’s needs while physical presence 

in a school building remains unavailable. The CP is not intended to operate as “stay-put” for your child, and all 

services as outlined in the IEP will resume, without adaptation, once physical school buildings re-open to students. 

 

1. The District proposes the following access to academic instruction for your child: 

[Google Hangout Meetings; Schoology; Zoom; instructional packets] 

 

Please see attached privacy notice and parent agreement by participating in virtual instruction.  

 

2. The District proposes to support your child’s educational progress in this academic instruction by 

providing the following: 

 

Telephone conferences or virtual IEP meetings with special education teacher/case manager; online 

instruction from a teacher; inclusion check-in/conference calls; modified instructional packets, online 

dyslexia instruction, etc. 
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3. The District proposes the following access to related services for your child: 

A combination of teletherapy for speech and counseling services; general information regarding 

OT/PT/Adaptive PE/Vision strategies; telephone conferences between parents and related services 

providers. You will receive a separate consent form for the virtual services and/or therapy. 

 

4. The District proposes the following additional resources and supports for your child: 

Telephone conferences with behavior staff regarding general behavior strategies; autism videos/supports 

regarding establishing routines and using visual schedules; any other resources that may be available to 

support parents while children are restricted from school. 

   

The following services currently outlined in your child’s IEP are either unnecessary while learning at home or 

will be unavailable while the Continuity Plan is in place. Please note that once school resumes, your child’s IEP 

will be fully implemented as written: The following accommodations & services will not be needed for this 

Continuity Plan: 

 

1. [insert accommodations & services not needed] 

You can obtain a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards at the following web address: 

http://framework.esc18.net/.  If you have any questions or need assistance understanding this information, do not 

hesitate to reach out to the Director of Special Education, Kathy Hutchinson at 806-894-6858 or 

Khutchinson@levellandisd.net.  You can also obtain assistance from Region 17 Educational Service Center at 

Aphillips@esc17.net or the Texas Education Agency at www.tea.state.tx.us. Please see attached information 

regarding confidentiality. The District appreciates your patience and flexibility as we all determine the best way 

to serve your student. Your input is important to the District, so please let me know if you have any questions, 

requested revisions, or would prefer to convene an ARD committee meeting to discuss your child’s temporary 

Continuity Plan. Otherwise, please respond to this email or letter indicating agreement with the temporary 

plan to your child’s teacher at:  _______Teacher’s email here___ . Your participation in virtual instruction 

from your child’s teachers is recognized as consent. Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher(s) 

with questions and/or concerns. You may also contact the SPECO office at 806-894-6858. 

 

I pray that you and your family remain safe and that we will all be back together for a new school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Hutchinson, Director of Special Education 

806-894-6858 

 

http://framework.esc18.net/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/

