
CHILD SAFETY 



Levelland ISD seeks to provide a safe, positive 
learning environment for all students and staff. It is 
the responsibility of all staff members to be aware 
of child safety issues and the appropriate steps to 
protect our students. The following presentation 
addresses, bullying, cyber-bullying, texting, child 
abuse and suicide prevention. Campus staff 
members should IMMEDIATELY report any issues 
concerning child safety to the Campus 
Principal/Assistant Principal. Information provided 
includes warning signs and responsibilities of 
employees. All employees should be familiar with 
district policies regarding child safety. 



BULLYING 



Forms of bullying 
PHYSICAL 
 This form of bullying can be visually detected.  This type of maltreatment involves physically contacting the 

student (kicking, hitting etc.). It can also entail stealing or hiding the belongings of the affected students. 
 

VERBAL 
 This form of bullying is difficult to detect, unless the adult is in the presence of the participants. It involves 

name calling, insults, offensive and threatening language. 
 

INTIMIDATION 
 This aspect could include gestures or comments, spreading rumors or stories, graffiti and defacing property 
 
 

 

 It is essential that teachers be on the lookout for signs of 
bullying.  Here are a few of the characteristics that may be 
displayed by a student who is being bullied: 
 Unexplained bruises 
 A decline in academic performance 
 Anxiety in the class 
 An unusual sadness or withdrawal from peers. 

 



Bullying Statistics 
Source:  www.bullyfreeworld.com 
 

 Bullying against boys is a more frequent occurrence than by girls. 
 

 Around 10% of children have time off school due to bullying. 
 

 Up to 40% of children think teachers have no clue that bullying is happening 
within the school. 
 

  About 17% of all calls to child help lines are made by children who are being 
bullied. 
 

  More children in the age group of 12 call child help lines regarding bullying than 
any other age. 
 

  Almost one third of secondary school children have reported being the object of 
sexual jokes, gestures or comments. 
 

  Victims of bullying are more likely to suffer from common illnesses such as colds, 
sore throats and stomach problems. 
 

 Nearly 60% of boys who were classified as bullies when they were younger had 
been convicted of at least one crime by the time they were 23 

 

http://www.bullyfreeworld.com/


Strategies for Teachers 
 Do not allow students to choose their own groups/teams 

 
 Have assigned seating (and change seating plan if you see a 

problem arise) 
 

 Be consistent!   
 

 Take every student’s complaint seriously 
 

 Have meetings with students to discuss bullying issues 
 

 Get parents involved! 
 

 Be approachable 
 

 Create an open and safe environment 
 

 Provide students ways to deal with bullying 
 



CYBER-
BULLYING 



CYBER BULLYING IS… 
Being cruel to others by sending or posting 

harmful material using technological means;  

an individual or group that uses 

information and communication involving 

electronic technologies to facilitate 

deliberate and repeated harassment or 

threat to an individual or group. 

 

Also known as: 

 ‘Electronic Bullying’ & 

 ‘Online Social Cruelty’ 

 



 
CYBER BULLIES’ TECHNOLOGY 

E-mail 

Cell phones 

Pager text messages 

Instant messaging 

Defamatory personal web sites 

Defamatory online personal polling web sites 

Chat rooms  



DIFFERENCES 
BULLYING 

 
 DIRECT 
 
 Occurs on  
 school property 
 
 Poor relationships  
    with teachers 
 
 Fear retribution 
 Physical: Hitting, Punching & 

Shoving 
 Verbal: Teasing, Name calling & 

Gossip 
 Nonverbal: Use of gestures & 

Exclusion 

www.stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov   
 

 

CYBERBULLYING 
 

 ANONYMOUS 
 
 Occurs off 
 school property 
 
 Good relationships with 

teachers 
 
 Fear loss of technology 

privileges 
 
 Further under the radar than 

bullying 
 
 Emotional reactions cannot be 

determined 
 
{McKenna & Bargh, 2004; Ybarra & Mitchell, 2004} 

http://www.stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/


CYBER BULLYING TYPES 
 “Flaming”:  Online fights using electronic messages with 

angry and vulgar language 
 
 “Harassment”:  Repeatedly sending offensive, rude, and 

insulting messages 
 
 “Cyber stalking”:  Repeatedly sending messages that 

include threats of harm or are highly intimidating. 
Engaging in other online activities that make a person 
afraid for his or her own safety 

 
 “Denigration”:  ‘Dissing’ someone online. Sending or 

posting cruel gossip or rumors about a person to damage 
his or her reputation or friendships 



CYBER BULLYING TYPES 
 “Impersonation”: Pretending to be someone else and 

sending or posting material online that makes that person 
look bad, gets that person in trouble or danger, or damages 
that person’s reputation or friendships 

 
 “Outing and Trickery”: Sharing someone’s secret or 

embarrassing information online. Tricking someone into 
revealing secrets or embarrassing information which is 
then shared online 

 
 “Exclusion”: Intentionally excluding someone from an on-

line group, like a ‘buddy list’  
 
 {Nancy Willard, M.S., J.D., Director of the Center for Safe and Responsible Internet 

Use} 
 



CYBER BULLYING PREVALENCE 

 Cyber bullying typically starts at about nine 
years of age and usually ends after 14 years of 
age; after 14, it becomes cyber or sexual 
harassment due to nature of acts and age of 
actors {Aftab} 

 Affects 65-85% of kids in the core group 
directly or indirectly through close friends 
(Aftab) 

 



 CYBER BULLYING PREVALENCE 

Aftab’s statistics: 
 

90% of middle school students they polled had their feelings 
hurt online 
 

65% of their students between 8-14 have been involved directly 
or indirectly in a cyber bullying incident as the cyber bully, 
victim or friend 
 

50% had seen or heard of a website bashing of another student 
 

75% had visited a website bashing 
 

40% had their password stolen and changed by a bully (locking 
them out of their own account) or sent communications posing 
as them 
 

 



 CYBER BULLYING LEGAL ISSUES 

Criminal Law Limits  
 The following kinds of speech can lead to arrest & 

prosecution: 
  Making threats of violence to people or their 

 property 
  Engaging in coercion 
  Making obscene or harassing phone calls 
  Harassment or stalking 
  Hate or bias crimes 
  Creating or sending sexually explicit images of 

 teens 
  Sexual exploitation 
  Taking a photo of someone in place where 

 privacy expected 
General (Willard, 2005) 

 



Schools should: 
 Focus on values of kindness and respectful 

human relations 
 

 Enhancement of empathic awareness 
 

 Develop effective problem solving skills 
 

 Empowerment of bystanders 



SEXTING 

© 2009 ConnectSafely.org.  



"Sexting" usually refers to teens sharing nude 
photos via cellphone, but it's happening on other 
devices and the Web too. The practice can have 
serious legal and psychological consequences. In 
some cases, kids are responding to peer pressure 
in a form of cyber bullying or pressure from a 
boyfriend or girlfriend (they break up, and 
sometimes those photos get sent around out of 
revenge). Sometimes it's impulsive behavior, 
flirting, or even blackmail. Students need to 
understand…….. It's always a bad idea. 
 



 
 
It's illegal. Students should understand that 
taking or sending nude or sexually suggestive 
photos of self or anyone else is illegal. The 
individual can be charged with producing or 
distributing child pornography. If they are kept 
on a phone or computer the individual could be 
charged with possession. If they go to someone 
in another state (and that happens really easily), 
it's a federal felony. 

 
Non-legal consequences. Then there's the emotional (and 
reputation) damage that can result. Not only can photos be sent 
around; they can be distributed and archived online for people to 
search for pretty much forever. 
 



CHILD 
ABUSE 



DEFINITIONS 

 

  What is Abuse? 
 Abuse is mental, emotional, physical, or sexual 

 injury to a child or failure to prevent such injury to a 

child. 

 
  What is Neglect? 
 Neglect includes (1) failure to provide a child with 

food, clothing, shelter and/or medical care; and/or 

 (2) leaving a child in a situation where the child is at 

risk of harm. 

 



PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT… 

 

  Teacher, 
 
  Custodian, 
   Cafeteria manager, 

  Bus driver, 

   Office staff member, 

  Nurse, 

   Administrators, and 

  Counselors! 

   In other words… YOU! 
 

Texas Family Code 261.101, Persons required to report; time to report 
 



REPORT TIMELINE 

 

  A report must be made within: 
 

48 hours 
 

after the professional first suspects a child 

has been or may be abused. 

 



LEGAL INFORMATION 

 

  A person acting in good faith who reports or assists 

 in the investigations of child abuse or neglect is 

 IMMUNE from civil or criminal liability. 

 
  The name of the person acting in good faith who 
 reports or assists in the investigations of child abuse 

or neglect will remain anonymous. 

   Failure to report child abuse or neglect is a Class B 

 Misdemeanor (Confinement in jail not to exceed 180 

 days; fine not to exceed $1,500; or confinement 

 and fine) 

 



FROM THE DFPS WEBSITE 

   Will the person know I've reported him or her? 

 Your report is confidential and is not subject to 

 public release under the Open Records Act. The 

 law provides for immunity from civil or criminal 

 liability for innocent persons who report even 

 unfounded suspicions, as long as your report is 

 made in good faith. Your identity is kept confidential. 

 
  What if I'm not sure? 
 If you have reason to suspect child abuse, but are 

not positive, make the report. If you have any 

doubts about whether or not it is abuse, call the 

hotline. They can advise you on whether the signs 

you have observed are abuse. 

 



HOW TO REPORT NON-SCHOOL RELATED: 

NON EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

 
  Report via the Internet at the following link: 
 https://www.txabusehotline.org/ 
    The first time you register you can establish your own 

 username and password. 

 
   After submitting your report, you will receive an email 

 containing your confirmation number and phone 

 number to call (if applicable) with questions. 

    After someone from the Texas Department of Family 

 and Protective Services receives your report, you will 

 receive a second mail confirming the submission of 

 your report. 
   Call Texas Department of Family and Protective 

 Services Hotline at 1-800-252-5400 
 



HOW TO REPORT SCHOOL RELATED 

SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE 

 
  Contact your Campus Administrator 
   Call Texas Department of Family and Protective 

 Services Hotline at 1-800-252-5400 

 
  Website = non emergency 
 
 

Phone hotline = emergency (recommended on the 

website) 

 



PHYSICAL ABUSE WARNING SIGNS 

 

  Frequent injuries such as bruises, cuts, black eyes, 
 or burns without adequate explanations 
 
  Frequent complaints of pain without obvious injury 

  Burns or bruises in unusual patterns that may 

 indicate the use of an instrument or human bite; 

 cigarette burns on any part of the body 

   Lack of reaction to pain 
 
  Aggressive, disruptive, and destructive behavior 
 



MORE PHYSICAL ABUSE WARNING SIGNS 

 

  Passive, withdrawn, and emotionless behavior 
   Fear of going home or seeing parents; injuries that 

 appear after a child has not been seen for several 

 days 

   Unreasonable clothing that may hide injuries to 

 arms or legs 

 



NEGLECT WARNING SIGNS 

 

  Obvious malnourishment 
   Lack of personal cleanliness 

  Torn or dirty clothing 

  Stealing or begging food 

   Child unattended for long periods of time 
   Need for glasses, dental care, or other medical 

 attention 

 
  Frequent tardiness or absence from school 
 



SEXUAL ABUSE WARNING SIGNS 

 

  Physical signs of sexually transmitted disease 

  Evidence of injury to the genital area 

  Pregnancy in young girl 

   Difficulty in sitting and walking 
 



FOR ASSISTANCE… 

 

For assistance, please contact your campus counselor 
 or principal. 
 

For more information, please review the following links: 
 http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/ 
 
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Contact_us/report_abuse.asp 

https://www.txabusehotline.org/ 

 http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse1.shtml 

 



MENTAL 
HEALTH 

Mental Health First Aid in the States: A Toolkit for Action 
 
Emily Jenkins 
CEO, Arizona Council of Human Service Providers 
 
Lee Johnson, Deputy Director 
Texas Council of Community Centers 
 
Rebecca Farley 
Director of Policy & Advocacy, National Council for Behavioral Health 
 



What Is Mental Health First Aid? 

 Help offered to a person developing a mental 
health problem or experiencing a mental health 
crisis 

 Given until appropriate treatment and support 
are received or until the crisis resolves 

 Not a substitute for counseling, medical care, 
peer support or treatment 

 

 



Why Mental Health First Aid? 
 Mental health problems are common 

 Stigma is associated with mental health problems 

 Professional help is not always on hand 

 Individuals with mental health problems often do 
not seek help 

 Many people… 

 are not well informed about mental health 
problems 

 do not know how to respond 



Spectrum of Mental Health 
Interventions 



MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID  
ACTION PLAN 

 Assess for risk of suicide or harm 

 Listen non-judgmentally 

 Give reassurance and information 

 Encourage appropriate professional help 

 Encourage self-help and other support 
strategies 
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SUICIDE 
PREVENTION 

America Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
Dr. Paula J. Clayton, AFSP Medical Director 

120 Wall Street, 29th Floor 
New York, NY  10005 

1-888-333-AFSP 
www.afsp.org 

Adapted from a presentation by: 



 

Facing the Facts 

 

 In adolescents, 50% communicated their intent to family members 

 

 Suicide is the third leading cause of death for people aged 10-24. 

 

 

 

 

Research shows: 

 

 In our lifetime, 20% of us will have a suicide within our immediate family. 

 

 60% of us will personally know someone who dies by suicide. 

 

 



    

   

Prevention may be a matter of a 
caring person with the right 

knowledge being available in the 
right place at the right time. 



 
Myths versus Facts 

 MYTH:   

 People who talk about suicide don't complete 
suicide. 

 

 FACT:  

 Many people who die by suicide have given 
definite warnings to family and friends of 
their intentions.  Always take any comment 
about suicide seriously. 



 
Myths versus Facts 
MYTH:  

 Suicidal people are fully intent on dying. 

 

FACT:  

 Most suicidal people are undecided about living or dying, which is called 
“suicidal ambivalence.” A part of them wants to live; however, death seems 
like the only way out of their pain and suffering. They may allow 
themselves to "gamble with death," leaving it up to others to save them. 
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MYTH:  

 Suicide happens without warning. 

 

FACT:  

 Most suicidal people give clues and signs regarding their suicidal 
intentions. 



 

You Can Help 
Warning Signs 
 
 Observable signs of serious depression 

 Unrelenting low mood 
 Pessimism 
 Hopelessness 
 Desperation 
 Anxiety, psychic pain, inner tension 
 Withdrawal 
 Sleep problems 

 Increased alcohol and/or other drug use 
 Recent impulsiveness and taking unnecessary risks 
 Threatening suicide or expressing strong wish to die 
 Making a plan 

 Giving away prized possessions 
 Purchasing a firearm 
 Obtaining other means of killing oneself 

 Unexpected rage or anger 



 

You Can Help 
 

  Get help, but do NOT leave the person alone 

 

 Know referral resources  

 Reassure the person 

 All concerns should IMMEDIATELY be communicated to 
the campus principal and counselor 

 

 Make arrangements for the helper(s) to come to you OR 

take the person directly to the source of help - do NOT 

leave them alone! 

 

 

 


