
INCLUDING CRITICAL 

WRITING IN ANY 

CLASSROOM



What is Critical Writing?

 Critical writing – writing for the purpose of 

organizing, clarifying, defending, refuting, analyzing, 

dissecting, connecting/expanding on ideas and 

concepts. 

 LEAST frequently used fundamental instruction 

technique

 Results Now (Schmoker, 2006)

 1,500 classroom observations

 Zero classrooms were observed either writing or 

using a rubric



Why should I include Critical Writing?

 Classroom Instruction That Works (Marzano, 2001) 

 Identify Similarities and Differences - +31-46 percentile 

points gain in student achievement

 Summarizing - +23-47 percentile points gain in student 

achievement

 Note-taking (not copying) - +13-44 percentile points gain 

in student achievement

 Increases the amount of material that can be recalled and 

improves retention speed

 Writing critically on a regular basis improves literacy skills

 Reading/writing so intertwined that cognitively they are 

essentially the same skill.

Writing doesn’t just communicate what one has learned, 

it causes one to learn!



More reasons to include Critical Writing

 Allows teacher to stretch rigor of ANY lesson and 
extend high level of rigor longer

 Can be completed in 5 minutes

 Excellent source of Formative Assessment

 Should ALWAYS be assessed
 Does NOT have to be FORMALLY assessed

 Natural Closing Product (but can be used at any point in 
a lesson)

 CW supports student learning and allows you to assess 
their progress.

Are you convinced yet?  Why or Why Not?



So, give me some ideas!

3X Summary
 To check understanding, ask students to write 3 

different summaries:

 One in 10-15 words

 One in 30-50 words

 One in 75-100 words

 The different lengths require different attention to 
detail. 

Comparing and contrasting with a partner can 
turn this into a great FSGPT!



So, give me some ideas!

Wish you were here
 Have students write a postcard as an historical figure 

to another historical figure discussing and describing 

an historical event.



So, give me some ideas!

Geometry Reflection

List 3 Important “points” from today’s learning.

What’s an idea that’s “rolling” around in your mind?

What “squares” with your beliefs/prior understanding?



So, give me some ideas!

Just 2 things…
 List 2 things that a fellow student might 

misunderstand about today’s learning.



So, give me some ideas!

Hand in – Pass out
 Have students answer a question on notebook paper 

anonymously and hand in their paper.

 Pass out the answers randomly so that students get 

someone else’s response

 Students evaluate others’ work.

 Take an informal poll about level of 

understanding/misconceptions.



So, give me some ideas!

Venn Diagram

 Have students Compare and Contrast topics using a Venn 

Diagram.



So, give me some ideas!

If I had known then…
 After taking a test and reviewing grades and errors, 

have students write a paragraph stating “If I had 

know then what I know now, I would have…”



So, give me some ideas!

Write it down
 Have students write down an explanation of what 

they understand. Read these to help inform your 

instruction and write comments on them to give 

feedback.



So, give me some ideas!

Whiteboard Splash
 Have all students write a response to a question on 

the whiteboard at the same time.



So, give me some ideas!

Sentence Stems
Give students the beginning of the  

statement and have them complete.



So, give me some ideas!

Metacognition
 At the end of class, have students complete a table similar 

to this one to allow them to process what they did in class. 

 Collect and provide feedback.

Metacognition

What did we do? Why did we do it?

What did I learn? How can I apply it?

What questions do I still have about it?



So, give me some ideas!

Countdown
3 Things I learned today…

2 Things I found interesting…

1 Question I still have…



And a few more ideas!

Bullets
 Have students write a bulleted list explaining how to 

do something



And a few more ideas!

Purposeful Note Taking
 Have students stop during text reading or during class 

note taking and write a summary of what they’ve just 

read/written/heard.



And a few more ideas!

JAM Time
 Turn on music and have students Journal About Math

 Describe in writing how to solve a problem.

 Write about today’s learning… or yesterday’s learning.

 Write about connections students see in learning



And a few more ideas!

I’m a little fuzzy about…



And a few more ideas!

2 Roses, 1 Thorn
 Have students name 2 things that they liked about a 

chapter or lesson and one thing that they didn’t like.



And a few more ideas!

I’m Telling Mom
 Have students write one thing they can tell their mom 

they learned in your class today.



And a few more ideas!

Traffic Light Reflection
 Have students write 

 one thing they need to stop and hear again

 one thing they aren’t sure they are ready to move 

ahead on

 one thing they know and can go on

 … one or all three



And a few more ideas!

Ask-It Basket
 Have students write a question they have about 

today’s learning.

 Have students write a suggested question for an 

upcoming quiz.

 Have students write a question that they know their 

small group could answer.



And a few more ideas!

I “      “ you a question 
 Have students write down a question that they have 

about today’s learning

Or should I “shave” it for later?



And a few more ideas!

Exit Tweets
 Have students respond on Post-it Notes according to 

the hashtag you assign

 #Igetit

 #Aha

 #What?



Quick Wrap Up

Critical Writing
 Can be done at any point in the lesson

 Can be formative or summative

 Consider having students talk before and/or after writing.

 Be sure students understand purpose of CW… to support 
student learning and allow you to assess their progress.

 Pull out one, short CRITICAL part of your lesson and replace 
it with a CW activity…. Watch for great results!

 Make it fun!!


