
Honors English I – Mary Klingler – mklingler@coalgateschools.org 

Welcome, Freshmen! 

 

Honors English is an accelerated, year-long course designed to help students learn to effectively expresses 

themselves by practicing writing, speaking, and examining literature - both fiction and non-fiction. 

Freshman Honors English will focus on honing your skills in the elements of literature, comprehension, 

grammar, sentence construction, the five paragraph essay, and formatting a formal essay using MLA 

guidelines. It will also include at least one individual, group, or class project. I've thought of several 

things we can do, but I'm open to suggestions! 

A copy of this document and the Cornell Notes and Cornell Notes Example can be found on my school 

website: http://www.coalgateschools.org/16448_3 . You may also go to coalgateschools.org, 

mouse over Coalgate High School, click Mary Klingler, and then click on my Assignments page. Should 

you need another copy of the study guide, you must request one by email. 

As an honors student, a strong work ethic, self-motivation, and academic integrity are expected. The best 

classes are those with lively discussions! Do your homework and have your questions and opinions ready. 

Please note that I am aware of the Internet. Most, if not all, answers to the questions we discuss 

concerning the literature we read, are readily available. Using someone else's ideas, even another 

classmate's, as your own is plagiarism. Please resist this temptation. Plagiarism is theft of intellectual 

property and I will not tolerate it. The consequence for plagiarism is the loss of all credit for the 

assignment. Besides, it's boring! I want to know what YOU think and why YOU think it. You have a 

great mind - never doubt it! Remember this, and we will both learn a great deal this year and enjoy the 

process. 

 

To keep your skills sharp and prepare for the coming year, please complete the following summer 

assignments: 

Read, complete study guides, and create Cornell Notes for two books: Treasure Island and 

Fahrenheit 451. You must pick up the study guides from me (Ms. Klingler) before the end of the 

2018-2019 school year. Spelling, grammar, and complete sentences do count. 

 

You may check out these books from the CHS English department, from a public library, or buy your 

own. If checking them out from the CHS English department, you may come see me any weekday from 

now until 12pm Monday, May 13, 2019. 

 

Cornell Notes were created by professors at Cornell University. They are a simple way to organize your 

study of a text. I have created a packet which includes examples and the Cornell Notes you are to 

complete. On your notes, be sure to include page numbers and enclose direct quotes in quotation marks. If 

you need more space, just print another copy of the Notes from my Assignments page (directions listed 

above) or create your own. You may pick up the packet when you get your study guides. 

 

Be prepared for tests over the books during the first days of class. Study guides and Cornell notes 

are due the first day of class. No exceptions. 

http://www.coalgateschools.org/16448_3

