
                               
 

It doesn’t seem possible that thirty-one years have come and gone, but that is the case with 

Staci Acker. She’s closing the book on this adventurous ride she’s had with E. E. Emerson Elementary 

and eagerly awaiting what lies ahead in the next chapter of her life.   

Like most students graduating high school, she had no idea what she wanted to do with the 

rest of her life.  She knew that college wasn’t a choice; it was an expectation.  Her mother, Kay Bills, 

was an accounting teacher at Coalgate for twenty-nine years, and she expected her only daughter 

to attend college. That fall she crammed her life belongings into cardboard boxes, loaded them into 

her brown Cutlass Supreme, and headed for college.  She attended school at Southeastern   

Oklahoma State University in Durant.  Staci shared an apartment with two other girls.  I’m sure that’s a 

story for another day.   

Since her mom majored in accounting, she thought she would also.  After all, her mom did it. 

How hard could it be?  It didn’t take her to long to realize that it wasn’t for her.  Too many numbers!  

With her basics completed, her advisor informed her it was time to make that life altering decision.  

She must select a major.  Her anxiety skyrocketed!   

Staci had observed her mother as a teacher and saw, first hand, the impact she had made on 

so many lives.   She, however, had never had the desire to be a teacher until she began observing 

other teachers in some Early Childhood classes.  Those classes were enlightening and rewarding.  

Then she thought back to her own elementary days. She had so many good teachers as a student. 

She loved her first and second grade teachers, Mrs. Betty Riley and Mrs. Kay Jackson. Much like a 

young child emulates their favorite superhero, she knew that she wanted to be just like them.   

She completed her degree and began her teaching career at Centrahoma in 1990.  This was 

the year that Centrahoma consolidated with Coalgate.  It would be the last year that this site 

remained open.  Charles Canida was her principal. Charlotte Canida was her mentor.  She looked to 

Charlotte for guidance and direction during her first year. This was back in the day when teachers 

would design and make the décor for their bulletin boards using an overhead projector, unlike today 

where teachers buy premade bulletin board kits.  Staci taught grades 4th-6th.  She confessed that she  

learned more that year than she ever thought she would. She said her brain was like a sponge!  

She doesn’t think the students learned anything, but she sure did.  



 

Centrahoma was a small K-8 school.  Teachers, such as Staci, taught more than one grade in 

a single classroom.  She had fourth and fifth grade all day long, but then she would also teach a 

class of sixth grade Language Arts.  It didn’t take long for her to come to the realization that the 

Centrahoma staff was a tight knit family.  Everyone pitched in and helped.  Tammy Hedgecock was 

the cook when Staci was working there.  If for some reason Tammy couldn’t make it to school, the 

entire staff would lend a hand throughout the morning making sure that lunch would be ready for 

the students and staff.  Everyone helped clean up as well. No one person was left to do it alone.   

Kim Barnes was teaching kindergarten at the time, but if Mr. Canida wasn’t available to 

coach the fifth and sixth grade basketball teams, then Mrs. Barnes and Staci would step in and 

coach for him.  Staci recalls one game where Kim marched out on the floor and yelled at the kids.  

She got so tickled watching her, that she sat on the bench and laughed uncontrollably. She wasn’t 

much help at all!  Staci also rode the bus with Mr. Canida to every basketball game.  This was back in 

the day of boys on one side of the bus and girls on the other.  

One thing that stood out the most was that all the students were respectful and well behaved.  

There were never any discipline problems.  Her first year of teaching was truly a great experience. 

Staci drove back and forth from Durant to Centrahoma that first year of teaching.  Her 

husband, Marty, was working in Durant at Homeland, a grocery store chain, at the time.  To be closer 

to Durant and hopefully to get fewer speeding tickets, she applied for and received a job at Rock 

Creek in 1991.  She taught Pre-K her first year then kindergarten. She remained at Rock Creek for nine 

years.   

After a period of time, it became clear that she needed to move back home to be closer to 

her family.  Her mother’s health was declining, and she wanted to be able to help out whenever she 

was needed.  Unknown to Staci at the time, but when she was beginning to think about trying to get 

back to Coalgate, Staci’s mom and Dr. John Linton were already having conversations about 

bringing her back.   As much as she was loved at Rock Creek, her superintendent knew her heart was 

in Coalgate.  He encouraged her to apply for a job in her hometown.  She was hired not long 

afterwards as a fourth-grade teacher.  She worked along side Leona Linton and Pam Cody.  She was 

grateful for how they took her under their wings and made her feel welcome.   

After fourth grade, she taught first grade for two years then she moved to transitional first for 

another two.  From there she moved to kindergarten where she remained for the remainder of her 

career.   

She fondly looks back at the beginning of her kindergarten adventure.  She used themes.  

There were a lot of hands-on science and social studies activities along with phonemic awareness 

skills and math.  According to Staci, “Education for kindergarten has changed tremendously.  So 

much more is expected out of the students academically which puts much more pressure on the 

students and also the teacher.  There’s hardly any time for theme related experiments or activities.  

Kindergarten is now like first grade was years ago! It breaks my heart knowing that our five and six 

year olds are feeling pressured to learn how to read and learn addition/subtraction problems along 

with assessments.  They are stressed out at such a young age.”  

Her favorite part of teaching has been the kids.  She said that she loves seeing their eyes light 

up when they realize they can read! It is never boring with five and six year olds.  Something is always 

happening. She believes that as adults, we take for granted knowing such things as how to walk in a 

straight line, going to the bathroom, and putting things away.  These are all things that these little 

ones are constantly working on.  So to teach all of these things, she has had to become an actor in 

her own classroom. She’s been able to act silly and even dance without any fear of being judged.  

Staci knows her dance skills are lacking in any style whatsoever, but the little ones are gracious and 

always tell her how good she is.   

When asked about what she will miss, she was quick to answer.  She will miss the random hugs 

and the sweet voices whispering, “I love you!”  She will miss the day to day interaction with her 

coworkers.   

 

 



If she had any advice for a new teacher, it would be to tell them that there will be hard years, 

but none of them last forever.  Look at each year as a fresh start and as a chance to continually 

learn and do better.  Always teach from the heart.   

She has not taken lightly the decision to retire.  She remembers a conversation with one of her 

former teachers, Kay Jackson.  Kay told her that she needed to leave teaching while she was still 

happy.  So that’s what she is doing.  She can look back and have wonderful memories of her 

teaching career, and it will bring joy to her heart.  

As far as retirement is concerned, Staci is looking forward to more time with her children and 

grandchildren.  After that, she’s open to wherever the Lord leads her. She’s ready for the next 

chapter to begin. 

Staci received several awards during her teaching career.  She was Rock Creek Teacher of 

the Year in 1995.  At Coalgate she was the Masonic Teacher of the Year in 2015 and Coalgate 

Teacher of the Year for the 2017-2018 school year.   

Because of the pandemic, having a public reception is not possible.  So if you were fortunate 

enough to have had Mrs. Acker as a teacher or if she has touched your life in some way, please send 

a card, a letter, a short note, or even a picture to Coalgate Public Schools, c/o Staci Acker, 2 West 

Cedar, Coalgate, OK  74538.  Please let her know how much she has meant to you.   

 

                               
           Staci has been slowly sifting through thirty plus years of paperwork and notes.  

 

Continued below 

 

 



 
                     Mrs. Acker’s last kindergarten class at E. E. Emerson Elementary 

From left to right: Bentley Davidson, Tagen Juristy, Jossilyn Fairchild, Landon Lambert, Mrs. Acker, 

Jaxon Hardy, Kasen Cottrell, Bristol Powell, Kayden Bensley, Savannah Pittman, Shane Gearhart, and 

Ariella Ashton. Not pictured: Jackson McEntire, Eli Rice, and Alexis Pitts.  

 

 


