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By Bill Wilson

 Roger C. Samuels was 
born November 7, 1935 in 
Coalgate to George Henry 
Samuels and Wilda M. 
(Crim) Samuels.  Both of 
Roger’s parents were CHS 
graduates, George Henry 
in 1930 and Wilda Crim in 
1934.  On February 10, 1939, 
when Roger was three years 
old, his father passed away at 
age 29 due to complications 
from pneumonia.  At some 
point afterward, his mom 
moved to Oklahoma City 
for work, leaving Roger in 
the care of his grandparents, 
George and Edna Samuels.  
With help from Aunt Ina 
Samuels, George and Edna 
provided a secure and happy 
home throughout Roger’s 
childhood and high school 
years. 
 Roger Samuels was an 
outstanding player in several 
sports, playing end on the 
football team and forward 
in basketball, and lettered 
three years in each sport.  In 
those days as now in small 
schools, everyone played 
nearly every sport, whatever 
was in season – there was 
not much specialization.  
 Roger also lettered three 
years in baseball, but it was 
in basketball where he truly 
excelled.  In 1954, he was a 
Daily Oklahoman candidate 
for Class B All-State honors, 
averaging 25 points per 
game his senior year on a 
championship team.  He was 
also named the Best Athlete 
at CHS in 1954.  Not bad for 
a kid who developed proper 
shooting form in his back 
yard with an old rubber ball 
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and a barrel hoop nailed to a 
pecan tree for the goal.
 Roger has always been 
industrious.  His first job 
was delivering papers for 
the Ada Evening News and 
Tulsa Daily 
World in the 
7th grade.  
Other extra 
jobs included 
stocking and 
sacking for 
H u d s o n ’ s 
G r o c e r y , 
cleaning Dr. 
E p p e r s o n ’s 
dental offices, 
w o r k i n g 
for Langley 
Construction 
in Tulsa, 
undertaker ’s 
assistant, and 
d e l i v e r i n g 
flyers for 
the Wigwam 
Theater in 
surrounding 
towns.  One 
summer, he 
and five others baled hay 
for a week, from sunup 
to sundown.  Their team 
earned a cent and a half a 
bale, resulting in a total of 
$32 for each person.  They 
felt so rich that they all went 
to the Palace Drug for a 
vanilla shake.
 On a personal note, Roger 
is more than an acquaintance 
– in the early 50s, and until
he graduated from CHS, 
Roger and his grandparents 
were our neighbors.  I was 
eight years old at the time 
and we lived in a small frame 
house right behind the old 
Wilson’s Garage building.  
Roger’s home was the two-
story house across the street 

west.  
 As a little kid starting to 
get interested in sports, I 
thought I was in heaven 
with all the “big boys” 
from high school living 

close by, and they were my 
heroes.  There was Roger, 
always quick with a smile, 
helpful and kind; and Dean 
Whitely and Stuart Ronald 
lived within a block.  And 
of course Roger’s other 
friends would sometimes 
come over who I would get 
to know later. 
  “I was really surprised, 
pleased and thankful for 
being selected for the second 
class of the Coalgate Athletic 
Hall of Fame,” Roger said 
upon learning of his Hall of 
Fame honor.  “I am honored 
by the recognition that I 
was a good player, but it’s 
never about just one player 
- we played as a team, doing 

something we enjoyed, and 
we had good coaching and a 
lot of good players.”
 That group of young men, 
the graduating classes of 
1954 and 1955, had two 

of the most 
s u c c e s s f u l 
teams in 
the history 
of Coalgate 
High School: 
the 1953-54 
football team 
that went 
9-1 under 
Coach Noel 
T h o m a s o n ; 
and the 1954-
55 basketball 
team under 
Coach Claude 
Kedy that 
won three 
championship 
trophies and 
was the first 
b a s k e t b a l l 
team in CHS 
history to 
reach the state 

tournament.  Nearly all the 
basketball players in ‘55 
had also played for Coach 
Joe Smith in ’54.
 When it came time for 
college, Roger was in a bind.  
It was doubtful he could go 
to college without benefit of 
a full scholarship.  Charles 
Smith, who many remember 
worked at the post office, 
took Roger to Stillwater 
and Oklahoma A&M, the 
“place” in the ‘50s for 
Oklahoma basketball.  
 Roger visited with Coach 
Henry Iba and an assistant, 
and while Mr. Iba was nice 
enough, and yes, he had a 
slot for him, Mr. Iba offered 
a “working” scholarship, 

where Roger and some 
other athletes would be 
responsible for keeping one 
whole floor of the dorm 
clean, and in return Roger 
would receive free room 
and board.  However, Roger 
would have to come up 
with money for tuition and 
books.  Not what he wanted 
to hear, so Roger said he 
would have to think about 
it, knowing this wasn’t what 
he was looking for.
 Meanwhile, back in 
Coalgate, basketball 
coach Joe Smith, football 
coach Noel Thomason 
and Superintendent Earl 
E. Emerson were there for 
encouragement and support 
and, through coaching 
contacts, Roger received 
a scholarship offer from 
Lon Morris College in 
Jacksonville, TX (225 miles 
from Coalgate). 
 In a letter dated April 
29, 1954 to CHS Coach 
Joe Smith, O.P. Adams, 
Director of Athletics (and 
coach) wrote: 
 “I am happy that Roger 
has made up his mind to 
attend school here next 
year.  I will put him down 
for the scholarship and will 
be counting on him next 
September…We have in 
the making one of the best 
schedules ever arranged in 
Junior College ball, with 
such teams as Arkansas City, 
Kansas; Pensacola, Fla.; 
Kilgore, Texas; Tyler Texas; 
Navarro, Texas; Brewton-
Parker of Mt. Vernon, Ga.; 
Victoria, Texas; University 
of Texas Freshmen; Baylor 
University Freshman; SMU 
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Freshmen; and Texas A&M 
Freshmen already on the 
schedule. 
 “I am sure that Roger has 
made a wise choice, and we 
are happy to land him.”
 Coach Adams must have 
had good coaching contacts 
in Oklahoma, since four 
of the ten men on the Lon 
Morris basketball team 
in ’54-’55 were from 
Oklahoma.
 These four Okies included 
Roger Samuels, Henry 
Ward from Hartshorne, 
James Barker from Caddo, 
and a kid from Tulsa you 
may have heard of — Billy 
Tubbs, an All-America 
guard at Lon Morris Junior 
College, “where he helped 
the Bearcats to the National 
Junior College semifinal” 
(according to Billy Tubbs’ 
bio on the Lamar website).
 Roger was an excellent 
player at Lon Morris, and 
in his second year he was 

Roger Samuels, Hall of Fame Inductee

THE 1953-1954 COALGATE WILDCAT BASKETBALL TEAM — From left (front) - Marion Floyd, Richard Boswell, Joe Swoveland, Dean Whitely, 
Jimmy McDaniel; (back) - Gerald Downing, Floyd Palmer, Roger Samuels (#99), Roger Kite, Carl Edwards, Coach Joe Smith.

Samuels played basketball two years for East Texas 
State in Commerce.  In 1957, he was honorable mention 
“All Lone Star Conference Player of the Year.”

Continued from Front Page named to   the Juco Basketball 
All-Regional team and was 
selected the “Most Valuable 
Bearcat.”
 At East Texas State in 
Commerce, Roger started at 
forward both years, and in 
1957 was honorable mention 
“All Lone Star Conference 
Player of the Year.”
 In Roger’s junior season 
(57-58), Coach Bobby 
Rogers’ Lion basketball team, 
overlooked by coaches when 
a pre-season poll relegated 
them to no higher than third 
place, walked away with 
the Lone star Conference 
crown. 
 In season play, East 
Texas’ record was 20-7, and 
in conference they were 
12-2.  They swept to the 
championship of the Elks’ 
Invitational Cotton Bowl 
tournament in Dallas with 
wins over Trinity University, 
Wayland College and Central 
State of Oklahoma in the 
finals.  At that time, East 
Texas had won or shared the 

league crown eleven times 
since the league was formed 
in 1932.
 The next year for new 
coach Norman Pilgrim, the 
Lions had a slow start to the 
season at 2-4.  The Lions 
once again entered the Elks 
tournament in Dallas, and 
the team seemed to find their 
stride as they swept through 
for the championship. 
 The Lions repeated as 
Lone Star Conference 
champions, marking the 
twelfth championship in the 
26 years of the conference, 
and won the District 4 NAIA 
play-off for the seventh 
time by trouncing Texas 
Wesleyan in two straight 
games. 
 With these victories came 
the right to compete in the 
NAIA tournament in Kansas 
City.  At the tournament, 
East Texas advanced to the 
quarter-finals before being 
eliminated by Tennessee 
A&I, an up-tempo team that 
went on to win the meet.  
East Texas’ overall season 
record ended as 23-7, and in 
conference play the Lions 
lost only to Lamar Tech (in 

Continued on Page A-5



COALGATE RECORD REGISTER—MARCH 18, 2015—PAGE A-5

Beaumont) and Southwest 
Texas.  Billy Tubbs, Roger’s 
old pal at Lon Morris, had to 
be on that Lamar Tech team.   
 Roger says it is doubtful 
that he would have been 
able to go to college 
without benefit of athletic 
scholarships.  He credits 
Coalgate coaches Noel 
Thomason and Joe Smith, 
as well as Superintendent 
E.E. Emerson for their 
encouragement and support. 
 After college, Roger 
coached both football and 
basketball two years at 
Borger, TX and two years in 
Lubbock, TX.  
 In addition to his athletic 
awards and community 
involvement, and after 
“nearly starving to death” 
while coaching, he had a 
successful career as a sales 
representative in Dallas, with 
honors such as Salesman of 
the Year.  
 Roger served honorably 
in the U.S Army Reserves 
from 1959 through 1965 and 
has served on the United 
States Selective Service 
Local Board since 1998.  
He is deeply involved in 
community activities in 
Mesquite, TX, his home of 
many years, including City 
of Mesquite Councilman; 
member of the Park and 
Recreation Board; member 
of the “Historic Mesquite” 
association; and deacon/
elder of the First Presbyterian 
Church where he has been 
named Church Man of the 
Year.  He also serves as a 
local board member for the 
Boy Scouts of America.
 Roger enjoys spending 
time with friends and 
family, faithfully keeping up 
with all sports, exercising 
three days a week at the 
community center, and 
volunteering at church and 
in the community. 
 Roger’s wife, Joy, says she 
and Roger have been blessed 
with four children and nine Roger Samuels with his family. 

THE 1954-1955 LON MORRIS COLLEGE BASETBALL TEAM — Roger Samuels is #35 on the back row.  On the front row is teammate Billy 
Tubbs (#32) from Tulsa who went on to have a distinguished career as a men’s basketball coach at several colleges, including Lamar University, the 
University of Oklahoma, Texas Christian University, Southwestern University and the University of North Texas.
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grandchildren.
  David, the oldest son, 
lives in Fort Worth.  He is 
an executive with a financial 
organization, and his wife, 
Gayle, is a teacher.
 Diana lives in McKinney, 
Texas, where she is a police 
detective with MPD.  Her 
husband is a Texas State 
Trooper.
 Tom lives in Mesquite and 
works in Garland as a power 
plant troubleshooter.  He also 
has an indie rock band.  His 
wife, Bethany, is a nurse.
 Jennifer is a nurse and lives 
in Rockwall, Texas. 

Their    grandchildren   

include Heather, an  
executive with US 
Bank; Jennifer Helena, 
assistant district attorney, 
Montgomery County, TX; 
Brian, Michael, Matthew, 
Kortni, who are college age; 
Kaelin, a high school senior; 
and Riley and Jake, who are 
in elementary school.
  “I have dug up as much 
information as I can about 
Roger’s high school and 
college careers,” Joy said.  
“At every Coalgate reunion 
or gathering, someone 
comes to me to say that 
Roger Samuels was their 
hero or role model in high 
school, not only as a good 

player, but as a good and kind 
person.  There are no doubts 
in my mind that what they 
say is true, because at the age 
of 79, he is still a hero in our 
family, our neighborhood 
and our church.
  “I think it is important to 
mention that Roger and a 

group of his friends from 
Coalgate Elementary 
School, despite time and 
distance, manage to get 
together at least once a year 
to enjoy memories of the 
past and good times in the 
present.”
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