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By Trent Bourland

 The Coalgate High 
School Athletic Hall of 
Fame elected Phillip Cody 
as a member of the Class 
of 2015.  A 1969 graduate 
of Coalgate High School, 
Phillip became the first 
Coalgate player, in any 
sport, to earn a Division 
One athletic scholarship. 
 After graduating from 
Oklahoma State University 
in Stillwater, Phillip moved 
to Texas where he began 
working as a cattle buyer.  
Eventually he found his way 
back north of the Red River, 
where he started working 
in the historic Oklahoma 
National Stockyards in 
Oklahoma City.  It was 
from there that Phillip and 
a group of men established 
Oklahoma City West 
Livestock Market in El 

The Wildcats’ first Division One 
scholarship athlete – Phillip Cody

Phillip Cody was the first Coalgate HS football player to receive a Division 
1 football scholarship to OSU where he was a two-year letterman.

and two grandchildren, 
Stella and Ruby (daughters 
of Buck).
 Before moving on to play 
collegiately at Oklahoma 
State University, Cody’s 
1968 senior football team 
(10-1-1) captured the B9 
district title and became the 
first Wildcats to accumulate 
ten wins in a single season.  
That group of gridiron 
heroes advanced to the Class 
B state quarterfinals before 
ending the season with a 
13-12 defeat to Okmulgee 
Dunbar.  
 That season the Wildcats 
featured the state’s number 
one defense in all classes, 
surrendering only 48 
points. 
 After high school, Cody 
played four years for the 
OSU Cowboys, earning 
varsity letters during his 
sophomore and junior 
seasons.  Phillip competed 
with the freshman team his 
first year; and in those days 

freshmen weren’t permitted 
to play on the varsity team.  
As a senior, Phillip suffered 
an injury that cut his season 
short and ended his excellent 
playing career after denial 
for a medical redshirt.
 Phillip says as a Wildcat 
he was able to play with 
guys he really respected and 
some of the toughest guys 
he knew.  Among them were 
Tommy Loudermilk, Gary 
Vaughn, Steve Hudson, 
Frank Shores, and James 
Prince.  The school had 
an excellent band and the 
cheerleaders did a great 
job. 
 Growing up, he was 
able to watch high school 
basketball games in the 
“old” gym, he said, and 
it was an unforgettable 
environment.  The place 
was always packed and 
everyone always played 
their hardest.  There was a 
real tradition in those days, 
generations of players who 

came through Coalgate and 
each group wanted to be as 
good as the family members 
who played before them.
 One thing he’ll never forget 
was riding the bus from the 
locker room, in what now 
is known as the old gym, to 
the field on game night.  It 
was a great motivator seeing 
the stands packed when they 
took the field, and it was a 
wonderful era to play in.  He 
played on successful teams 
in basketball and football, 
was able to watch great 
players go before him, and 
it was an honor to play for 
Coach Mayer, he said.
 Cody stated there are so 
many deserving athletes 
who have played for 
Coalgate, it is an honor to 
be selected to represent the 
Coalgate Wildcats.  “Coach 
Mayer and Joe Avanzini are 
a wonderful statement about 
what the Coalgate High 
School Athletic Hall of 
Fame exemplifies,” he said.
 He went on to say it was 
such a pleasure to play 
during those days.  On game 
days there was an assembly 
in the auditorium and there 
was great community 
support for all sports.  On 
the field he was joined by not 
only great players, but also a 
great bunch of guys.  There 
was never any negativity 
and each player gave their 
all. 
 “Playing for Coach Mayer 
motivated you to give 
everything you had and 
never look back; he made 
you want to give more than 
you thought you had.” 

Reno, for which he served 
at president for ten years.  
Phillip and his wife, Cheryl, 
reside on a ranch in Byars, 
Oklahoma.  He has two 
children, Buck and Rachel, 
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 The only thing he and his 
teammates regretted was 
not getting the opportunity 
to win a state title, but 
nevertheless they still left 
everything they had on the 
field or in the gym.  
 A few of Phillip’s 
teammates shared memories 
of their playing days.
 From teammate Steve 
Hudson:
 Phillip Cody was one of 
the finest multi-sport players 
to ever play for the Wildcats 
of Coalgate High School.  
Phillip was a starter as 
split end for three seasons 
in football and a starting 
forward in basketball from 
1967-1969.  In football, Cody 
played on teams that won 22 
and lost only six games in 
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Continued from Front Page his career.  He led the team 
in passes caught his junior 
and senior seasons. 
 Phillip had great hands; 
but because of the success 
we had running the football, 
with Frank Shores and 
Tommy Loudermilk, he was 
not able to show to a greater 
extent his true talent, as 
Phillip had great hands.
 On the court, Phillip 
averaged 13 points and 
eight rebounds his senior 
year on a team that was co-
champs with Latta for the 
Pontotoc Conference Title.  
In addition, Cody was 
instrumental in defeating 
class 3A Ardmore for the 
Southeastern Invitational 
Tournament. 
 In his senior campaign, 
Cody helped lead the 

Wildcats to the #10 ranking 
in the state, and the team 
finished 19-5 in the days 
of single elimination for 
the post-season.  Cody was 
recognized in both sports 
with an Alternate aLL-
STATE selection by the Daily 
Oklahoman.
 Phillip then made history 
in Coalgate athletic annals 
by becoming the FIRST 
athlete from Coalgate 
HS to receive a Division 
I scholarship when he 
signed to play football with 
Oklahoma State University.  
at OSU, Phillip was a wide 
receiver who was a two-year 
letterman and started six 
games his junior year under 
Head Coach Floyd Gass 
and his senior year under 
Dave Smith.

 I saw Phillip play about 
four games at Stillwater 
and it made all of us Wildcat 
teammates proud for his 
accomplishments as an 
OSU Cowboy.
 From teammate James 
Prince: 
 Phillip is very deserving 
of this selection to the 
Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  He’s 
just an all-around class guy 
and is still a good friend to 
this day.  Growing up, we 
lived three miles apart; and 
even though we’ve moved 
to different towns, today we 
live only four miles apart. 
 He and I began playing 
together our ninth grade 
year.  I played fullback 
and Phillip played right 
tailback.  after suffering 
an injury, I moved to right 
tackle and later Phillip once 
again played next to me as 
right end, and joining us 
on the right side was Bill 
Larecy as right guard.  We 
had a strong right side on 

our offensive line, and this 
could be seen by a large 
percentage of scoring plays 
going right over or right 
between Phillip and me.  
During his playing days 
he was selected as a team 
captain due to his great 
team leadership.
 From teammate James 
McClellan: 
 Phillip was tough on the 
field.  I never saw him give 
up, and he played until the 
very end.  I remember him 
a quiet guy who wasn’t 
boastful.  He was an all-
around athlete who excelled 
on the football field as well 
as the basketball court.  
On the field he was a tall 
lean player whose strength 
was very deceiving.  This 
became very apparent to 
me one day during practice 
when we were running half-
line drills and Phillip hit 
me.  That was the hardest 
I’ve ever been hit, and we 
had guys on our team who 
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THE BIGGEST UPSET IN COALGATE HOOPS HISTORY?  In January 1969 this bunch of Coalgate Wildcats pulled off possibly the greatest upset 
in basketball annals of Coalgate High School.  The purple and white cagers who were the 18th ranked team in Class A defeated the Ardmore Tigers 
45-43 in the finals of the Southeastern Invitational Tournament.  At the time, Ardmore was the eighth ranked team in Class 3A in Oklahoma.  From left, 
team members shown above are (front) – Jeff Mixon, Jimmy Page, Phillip Cody, Gary Vaughn, Tommy Calaway; (back) – Coach Gene Davis, Gaylin 
Childers, James Tekubie, Wayne Blue, Fred Larecy, Carl McCorkle and Steve Hudson.

Phillip Cody’s son, Buck Cody, played baseball at the University of 
Texas and now works in commercial real estate in Austin, Texas. 

Phillip Cody’s daughter, Rachel Cody Vannatta, played field 
hockey at Northwestern University.  She is now completing her 
Doctorate in Social Work. 
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could really hit.  I remember 
him as a player who did his 
job and he did it really well.  
I played on the opposite 
side of the line than him, 
but those guys on his side of 
the line really took care of 
business. 
 Phillip is certainly 
worthy of his selection to 
the Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.
 From teammate Frank 
Shores: 
 Phillip was a great athlete, 
a respectable guy who was 
easy to get along with.  He 
was enjoyable to be around, 
and I thought very highly 
of him during our playing 
days.
 From Coach Gene 
Davis:
 I am very proud of 
Phillip Cody’s selection to 
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Continued from Page A-3 the Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  
Although I only coached 
Phillip for one year, it was a 
very pleasant experience.  
 We had great success 
in football and basketball 
his senior year.  We were 
undefeated District Champs 
and won the Bi-District game 
20-7 over an undefeated 
10-0 Hartshorne team that 
was ranked 5th in the State.  
 We then lost 13-12 at 
Okmulgee Dunbar in the 
state quarter-finals and 
Phillip was outstanding in 
each of those big games.  
He was a three-year starter 
on teams that went 22-6-3.  
Phillip then became the first 
Coalgate football player to 
receive a Division I football 
scholarship to Oklahoma 
State University where he 
was a two-year letterman.

 We had a very successful 
season in basketball as well, 
highlighted by a Conference 
Co-Championship with 
Latta.  This included a victory 
over Class 3a ardmore in 
the finals of the Southeastern 
Invitational Tournament.  
We finished with a record of 
19-5 in the day of the single 
elimination playoff system.  
Phillip was a first team all-
Conference selection and a 
2nd team all-area choice as 
well scoring 13 points and 8 
rebounds per game.  
 Coalgate can be very 
proud of their great tradition, 
and this is displayed in their 
selection of Phillip Cody to 
the Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.
 Phillip added that it was 
the lessons he learned from 
his time in Coalgate — 
character, determination, 
and how to be successful in 
whatever you do — which 
he passed onto his kids 
that helped them excel in 
sports.  Even though they 
did not grow up in Coalgate, 
they have the pedigree of a 
Coalgate Wildcat. 
 His son, Buck, was a 
four-year letterman for the 
University of Texas.  During 
his time in Austin, he made 
four trips to the College 
World Series, winning two 
national championships.  He 
finished his career ranked 
6th for appearances by a 
pitcher. 
 During his junior season, 
Buck led the Big Twelve 
Conference in ERA and led 
the nation in appearances.  
Following his senior season, 
the San Francisco Giants 
drafted him. 
 In high school, daughter 
Rachel was an All-American, 
a two-time all-conference 
selection, four-year letter 
winner, and led her team 
to an undefeated record 
winning the conference 
championship as a freshman 
in field hockey. 
 Rachel also played varsity 
basketball for four years.  
She became a team captain 
as sophomore, and during 
her junior and senior seasons 
she was selected to compete 
on Team Gateway Southwest 
(festival team). 
 As a tennis player, Rachel 
was honorable mention 
all-conference during her 
junior year.  This success 
earned her a scholarship to 
Northwestern University 
where she was a four-year 
letter winner in field hockey.  
In her senior year, she was 
named a recipient of the Big 
Ten Sportsmanship Award 
given to individuals who have 
distinguished themselves 
through sportsmanship and 
ethical behavior.




