
The President of the United States has the White House.  The Governor of 

Oklahoma has the Governor’s Mansion.  Ms. Shockey has the John O. Linton 

Gym where she has spent most of her last forty years.  In a sense, it has become 

her home.   

 If you have spent any time at all in E. E. Emerson Elementary, you no doubt 

have seen a long blonde ponytail swinging back and forth. That long blonde 

ponytail belongs to none other than our very own Ms. Debra Shockey. She’s 

usually trying to herd students into their classroom after finishing a sweaty gym 

class. It’s always the same.  She has said the same thing year after year; day 

after day.  “Let’s hurry up and use the bathroom. Don’t forget to wash your 

hands and get a drink of water!”  Followed up by, “Hurry up and get to class!” 

She’s walked a million miles up and down the halls of Emerson.  

Most, not all, teachers follow a predicable course in life.  They graduate 

high school, go to college, then begin their teaching career.  Not Ms. Shockey! 

She took a little side trip before settling down to teach. 

 Before beginning her teaching career, she joined the Army Reserve at the 

age of 19.  She was Debra White at the time.  When asked how or even why she 

made such a move, she quickly volunteered the information.  While she was 

attending college, she lived with her roommate, Janice, in a small mobile home 

close to the college in Durant.  Her roommate worked in a restaurant called the 

Country Cabin across the street from where they lived. KLBC Radio Station sits 

where the restaurant used to be.  Janice left for work one evening only to return 

soon afterwards to recruit Ms. Shockey to work; another waitress had failed to 

show up for work.  Janice pleaded with her to fill in for the missing waitress.  She 

was desperate for help. Ms. Shockey, being the dedicated and devoted person 

that we all know and love, agreed to fill in as a waitress.  It didn’t matter that she 

had absolutely no experience whatsoever; her friend needed help and that was 

all that mattered. Soon afterwards, she began working daily at the Country 

Cabin from 3:00-11:00. 

Once a month the Army Reserve would come in and eat.  The men from 

the reserve swayed her roommate into joining the reserve, but she didn’t want 

to join alone.  Once again Ms. Shockey stepped up to help a friend.  She 

agreed to join the reserve with her friend.  Unbeknownst to Ms. Shockey, while 

she was signing her papers to enlist, her friend, Janice, was backing out.  She 

had no idea what Janice had done until it was to late. There was nothing she 

could do but follow through with her commitment.  

 Knowing she was going to have to break the news to her parents, she 

had dinner with her parents that evening.  She thought that this was as good a 

time as any to break the news to them. I’m assuming her timing was off because 

when she told her daddy, he nearly choked on his food at the thought of her 

joining. He was appalled! The military wasn’t a place for young ladies! Her 

mother’s reaction was just the opposite.  She thought it was fine; it was her 

decision to make. So she packed her bags and prepared to report for duty to 

begin the next chapter in her young life.  



 She was the first woman to join the Army Reserve in the Durant unit. She 

did her training at Ft. McLellan in Alabama for eight weeks. She was part of the 

last WAC (Women’s Army Corp) group to do 8-week basic training.   

Learning to shoot a gun was one of the first things that she was required to 

do.  At her first target practice, she was expected to shoot a gun and hit a 

target without any practice nor instructions.  Well, Ms. Shockey was handed an 

M16 (or so she was told) and instructed to hit the target.  I can only imagine the 

humor on the face of the man in charge when he handed this tiny girl an M16 

with no prior experience and told her to hit the target. Much like we see in the 

movies, she pulled the gun up close to her shoulder and took aim, then pulled 

the trigger. Needless to say, she was shocked!  She discovered she had no 

control whatsoever over what the gun was doing.  Within what felt like five 

seconds, her gun was empty and pointed at the sky.  She was happy to report 

that enough of her stray bullets hit the target so that she passed her first day of 

target practice.  That was a much better experience than having to clean 

bathroom floors on her hands and knees with a toothbrush or a small scrub brush 

instead of a mop.  Later she was moved to clerical training in S.C.  

Once she left the reserves, she wore many hats. She worked as a 

secretary/sales coordinator for Texoma Lodge/Park.  She also worked for 

Underwood Insurance Agency and Colclazier Insurance Agency. Then she 

made the decision to go back to college and graduated from Southeastern 

State College which is now known as Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in 

1979.  She began teaching at Coalgate in 1982.  She was hired by 

Superintendent John O. Linton and Principal O.N. Riley. 

Ms. Shockey has dedicated forty years of her life to the community and 

children of Coalgate.  During those forty years she taught Physical Education to 

kindergarten through fourth grade and coached the third through fifth grade 

boys’ and girls’ basketball teams.   She was also assistant coach for seventh 

through twelfth grade.  She was assistant coach to Gina Corsini for two years. 

She even fondly recalled some of the members of the team: Sabrina Wafford, 

Kate Cody, and Sarah Cody. She taught high school Health and study hall for a 

period of time as well.  Ms. Shockey said one of the biggest hurdles she faced as 

an instructor was trying to play approximately twenty-five students in one game 

and win.  All the grades were fun to teach, but she has to admit that she loved 

elementary kids the most. 

Her least favorite thing about teaching has been the drive back and forth 

all these years.  She said it would have been so much better if school had 

started at ten in the morning.   

Her favorite part of teaching has been watching students enjoying the 

different activities and using their imagination.  It has given her a sense of 

peace, and that in itself has been a very powerful reward.  Her love for her 

students and the enjoyment of teaching have been the reasons that she has 

kept working for the past forty years.  



One of her favorite memories was when she first started teaching school, 

students were constantly playing jokes on her.  She admitted that she had to 

start reading joke books to keep up with the kids.   

Over the years Ms. Shockey has taken care of many activities at E. E. 

Emerson Elementary.  She was responsible for Punt, Pass, and Kick Football 

competition, Elks Lodge Hoop Shoot Contest, St. Jude’s Math-a-Thom, Jump 

Rope for the American Heart Association, organized collecting money for the 

Breast Cancer Association, Dental Health Program through the Oklahoma 

Health Department, Elementary Track Meet, Safe Fit/Healthy School Committee 

Coordinator/Secretary, Fire Safety coordinating with the Coalgate Fire 

Department, making a duty schedule for bus and parent pickup (morning and 

afternoon), and scheduling class rotation.  

Ms. Shockey has been an active member of the National Education 

Association, Oklahoma Education Association, and Coalgate Education 

Association.  She has been honored with Coalgate Teacher of the Year and 

twice was named Masonic Teacher of the Year.   

When asked why she was retiring, she had to admit that it’s because she 

just can’t run and do the things with her students like she once did.  She feels like 

someone younger will be better able to keep the students interested with newer 

games and activities.  That may be true, but I think everyone will agree that 

there will never be another Ms. Shockey.   

Ms. Shockey is ready to step back and relax a bit.  If she has to be 

anywhere, it will have to be after ten o’clock in the morning. She enjoys reading 

historical novels, playing board games, and has a large collection of dog 

figurines.  She plans on spending more time riding a motorcycle, a Suzuki 

Boulevard, with her boyfriend, Dale.  In case you weren’t aware, Ms. Shockey 

has visited all 77 counties/county seats/courthouses in the state of Oklahoma.  

She has traveled to twenty-two states.  Her goal is to travel to all of them.  She 

dreams of going overseas someday.  She would love to visit Scotland or even 

Ireland.  

Ms. Shockey is an invaluable teacher and friend to everyone at E. E. 

Emerson Elementary and to the Coalgate community.  Life at Emerson will never 

be the same without the blonde ponytail hustling up and down the hall.  Yes, 

there will be someone new in the gym, but Ms. Shockey can never be replaced.  

She is loved! 

Because of the pandemic, having a public reception is not possible. So if 

you were fortunate enough to have had Ms. Shockey as a teacher, or she has 

touched your life in some way, please send a card, a letter, a short note, or 

even a picture to Coalgate Public Schools, c/o Debra Shockey, 2 West Cedar, 

Coalgate, OK 74538. Please let her know how much she has touched your life.  

 

Pictures below 



   
Ms. Shockey is all smiles as she looks forward to the next chapter  

           in her life. 
 
 

More pictures below 
 



 
Ms. Debi White being sworn into the Durant unit of the U. S. Army 

Reserve by 6’6” Lt. Col. John Gicks, Batallion Commander.  

 

 
Pvt. Debra White is ready for action on a mock-up of the  

M-60 machine gun.  

 


