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By Mike Elkins, Wanda 
Utterback

 Lillian Wood, known 
as the original Lady 
Wildcat, will be inducted 
into the 2016 Coalgate 
Athletic Hall of Fame on 
May 28. 
 Lillian was a key 
member of the 1926 
Coalgate Lady Wildcats’ 
first and only team to make 
it to state championship 
finals.  The team lost to 
Stillwater by one point.  
Lillian was also the first 
Coalgate player to be 
awarded a scholarship to 
play college basketball.
 In 1976, 50 years after 
the Coalgate girls battled 
their way to the state finals, 
the Coalgate Record-
Register published an 
article written by the 
CHS basketball star.  It 
is Lillian’s personal story 
as well as the birth of the 
Coalgate Lady Wildcats.  
 Here, in part, is that 
article:
 Soon after school 
started in the fall of 1923, 
a group of high school 
girls would gather at noon 
hour to shoot basketball 

 Four people have been 
charged in connection 
with a drug lab bust at a 
residence north of Coal-
gate on April 25. 

 Norvin Dale Robson, 

NEW COUNCIL MEMBER — Donald Stanberry, right, 
takes his oath of office Monday evening, May 2, as the 
newest member of the Coalgate City Council.  Administering 
the oath is City Manager Roger Cosper.  Stanberry 
represents Ward 1 on the Council, replacing Luther Wood 
who did not file for reelection.  During the Council meeting, 
Tammie Middleton was elected Mayor and Muriel Parker 
Vice Mayor.  Mergie Bergman represents Ward 3 on the 
Council, and Office 2 remains vacant with the expiration of 
Johna Cunningham’s term.    

Lillian Wood Howe, the Original Lady Wildcat

Four arrested in drug lab bust

 Roy Curtis, a 
minister and teacher in 
our school, was from 
Phillips University and 

was named our coach.  
Games were hard to 
schedule and radio was 
in its infancy.
 Mr. Curtis had 
announced over the radio 
for games.  Lexington, 
Oklahoma, was the only 
school that answered.  
So, on our way to the 
Phillips University to 

Norvin Lale Robson
Hazel Smith

Lloyd Wilson PalmerSteven Christopher 
Miller

A suspected drug lab was seized and four people arrested at this Polk Road 
residence on April 25.

60, Lloyd Wilson Palmer, 
71, Steven Christopher 
Miller, 44, and Hazel 
Smith, 57 were charged 
with possession of con-
trolled dangerous sub-
stance and manufacture of 
CDS/possess material with 
intent to manufacture.

 Sheriff Bryan Jump 
said he requested deputy 
David Young to go to the 
residence of Norvin Rob-
son on Polk Road after he 
received information about 
a female crawling on the 
roadway picking up rocks 
and suspected illegal drug 
activity taking place at the 
residence. 

 “She wouldn’t move out 
of the way.  Vehicles were 
having to drive around her 
to keep from hitting her,” 
Jump said.

 Young said when he ar-
rived at the residence, he 
was met in the front yard 
by a male later identified 
as Norvin Robson.  When 
he asked Robson if he was 

the only one there, Rob-
son told him his “old lady 
and a friend” were inside.  
Young asked to speak to 

goals at the one goal post 
in the back of the high 
school building.
 On rainy days and cold 
days, we met in 
old room No. 
16 to learn the 
fundamentals.
 Mrs. Grace 
Patty, a teacher, 
b e c a m e 
interested in 
us and trained 
us.  Later that 
season, an 
outside court 
was made 
alongside the 
tennis courts 
on the south 
side of the 
schoolyard.
 That’s where 
we played 
games.  But 
before winter, 
a building downtown was 
rented for a basketball 
gym and that’s where we 
finished the season.
 Two new girls had 
entered our school in the 
fall, Mary Gail and Susie 
Leister.  Their father was 
a rural schoolteacher, 
interested in basketball.  
So he encouraged us. 

play in their tournament, 
we stopped by and played 
Lexington.  Their gym was 
no better than ours, just a 
small store building.

 We had 
a very good 
showing at the 
t o u r n a m e n t 
and were 
invited back 
the next year.
 The lineup 
for the 1923-
24 season 
included Mary 
Gayle Leister, 
forward; Isla 
Rhea Leister, 
forward (7th 
grade and later 
All American); 
Susie Leister, 
forward and 
guard; Lillie 
Wood, 1st 

center and 
captain; Mary Clark, 2nd 
center; Mary Dawson, 
guard; Bly Foster, guard; 
Alice Dawson and Leva 
Del Signore.
 In the fall of 1924 
and ‘25, our picture 
looked brighter.  More 
schools had started girls 
basketball.  People were 
interested.  We practiced 
every afternoon, 
sometimes for two hours 
or more.  Then, the boys 
practiced at night.
 Mrs. Curtis talked 
the school into ordering 
us some suits – purple 
muslin, middy blouses 
and purple bloomers with 
wool knee-high socks.  No 
numbers on them.
 We held a meeting and 
renamed ourselves the 

Coalgate Kittens.  We 
were really proud of our 
new suits.
 The sad part was, Mr. 
Leister had moved on to 
another county to teach 
but did move back later 
for Isla Rhea and Dessie 
to play for Coalgate High 
School.
 The businessmen 
were really backing us 
and we attended three 
tournaments, East 
Central invitational, 
Phillips University 
tournament and the 
district tournament.
 The 1924-25 team 
included Bly Foster, 
forward and captain; 
Jewel Rowe, forward; 
Hazel Droke, guard; 
Omega Black, guard; 
Lillie Wood, 1st center; 
Marge Clark, 2nd center; 
Olga Gustafson, Alice 
Dawson and Peggy 
McGinnis.
 In the spring of 
1925—after our second 
season—we were called 
to a special assembly 
and with P.L. Gassaway 
as speaker, we were 
presented with letter 
sweaters.  They were 
purple pullover sweaters 
with roll collars and a 
CHS cat head emblem on 
the front.  The football 
boys also received letter 
sweaters that day.
 During the summer, 
the old wood manual 
training building was 
made into a gym for us.  It 
was on the spot where the 
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old rock gym now stands.
 We were really proud 
of it, and to most of our 
team it was to be our last 
year to play for CHS.
 We had a new coach, 
B. Coffman, from Ada.
 We won every game 
and even beat Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College.
 We went up and down 
Main Street gathering 
money to buy new suits to 
wear to the tournaments.  
Our suits came in 
just before the state 
tournament at Stillwater.
 We put them on and 
walked around to all 
business houses, getting 
money to go to state.
 The suits were white 
bloomers, long purple 
hose, short sleeve knit 
shirts with a white kitten 
head on front.
 Then came the 
tournaments.
 Coal County 
basketball tournament, 
the first ever held in 
Coal County, was held 
the same weekend as the 
East Central invitation 
tournament.  We played 
four games at the East 
Central tournament and 
won that tournament by 
beating Purcell in the 
finals, 35 to 15.
 We rode the train from 
Ada, got to the depot at 

Lillian Wood Howe, the Original Lady Wildcat
Continued from front pg midnight and were met 

by a great crowd of fans, 
including the Coalgate 
girls 2nd team which had 
stayed home and won 
the first Coal County 
basketball tournament.  
They put in three 8th 
grade girls to make out 
the team, including Violet 
Blue, Jennie Selsignore 
and, I believe, Isla Rhea 
Leister.
 Next came the district 
tournament at Atoka.  We 
won by taking the finals, 
43 to 20.
 No regional 
tournaments were held 
at this early date.  We 
defeated Fairview, 28 to 
25; Jefferson City, 29 to 
25; Grandfield, 18 to 12; 
and lost to Stillwater 19 
to 18.
 If you wonder why such 
low scores, remember 
that one-shots were only 
one point.
 We had big crowds that 
followed us everywhere 
to our games.
 The Mayer Hotel was 
headquarter for news of 
our games.  Our coach 
would call in to Mr. 
Nesbitt, the manager of 
the hotel, and he would 
print the score in large 
numbers on the window.  
They say that large crowds 
would gather to hear how 
we came out and a very 
sad crowd when we were 

beaten in the state finals.
 The 1925-26 team 
included Bly Foster, 
forward; Lois Rogers, 
forward; Omega Black, 
guard and captain; 
Hazel Droke, guard; 
Lillie Wood, center; Alice 
Dawson, 2nd center; Olga 
Gustafson, Lucille Casey, 
Tempa Riley and Goldie 
Jennings.
 Coalgate High School 
has had some outstanding 
basketball girls.
 The Rogers, the 
Leisters, the Dawsons 
and Dees.
 Omega Black was our 
first all-state girl.
 L u c r e t i a 
Thornsborough and 
Isla Rhea Leister both 
played professional 
ball.  Of course, I am 
naturally proud that my 
own daughter, Jahree 
(Standridge), holds the 
record of 52 points in one 
game.  (Note:  According 
to Jahree, the number of 
points was 55.)
 Bly Foster and I played 
three years together in 
high school and two years 
at Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College in Durant where 
we were Oklahoma and 
Texas champions.
 Mable Spring, who 
played at Stringtown 
against us in high school, 
was my running center at 
OPC.  I attended OPC on 
a basketball scholarship.
 From OPC, Lillian 
attended Southeastern at 
Durant and later taught 
and coached at Heavener 
and Hodgens, OK.  It was 
at Hodgens where she 
met Walter Bob Howe 
who was working on a 
highway construction 
job.
 As the story goes, Bob 
and a friend went to a pie 
supper at the school where 
Lillian was teaching and 
coaching.  And – being the 
big spenders they were – 
bought every single pie so 
they could dance with the 
girls they had their eyes 
on.  Of course, Bob had 
his eyes on Lillian.  They 
were married in March 
1933. 
 World War II came 
along, and Bob worked as 
an electrician throughout 
Oklahoma and Arkansas 
and in Salt Lake City, 
Utah.  Lillian worked in 
a defense plant during the 

war.
 In 1945, Bob and 
Lillian and their two 
young children, Charlotte 
Jahree and Richard 
Kent, moved to Coalgate 
where they bought their 
home and some rental 
properties and started 
Howe Motor Co.  Lillian 
was the Coal County tag 
agent for eight years.  She 
has five grandchildren, 
six great-grandchildren, 
and four great-great 
grandchildren.
 Lillian’s son and 
daughter followed in her 
sports footsteps. 
 Kent played football for 
Coalgate and was offered 
scholarships in football 
at three universities.  He 
was a high school prep 
All American.
 Jahree was a basketball 
player at Coalgate High 
School.  In 1951 as a 
junior she made 55 points 
in one game.  It was a 
school, state and national 
record that she held for 
38 years.
 Both of Jahree’s sons, 
Gary Vaughn and Mike 

Vaughn, received Division 
1 football scholarships.  
Division 1 is the highest 
level of intercollegiate 
athletics sanctioned by 
the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association 
(NCAA) in the United 
States.
 Gary played at 
Coalgate HS and Ada 
HS, graduating from 
Ada in 1972.  Gary 
received a full football 
scholarship to Tulsa 
University.  He played 
at TU for two years and 
then went on to graduate 
at Southeastern in Durant 
where he also received a 
full scholarship.
 Mike played football 
at Coalgate and Ada and 
graduated from Ada in 
1973.  He played five 
years at OU in Norman 
and was named a 
consensus All-American 
in 1976.  He was also 
part of The Football 
News All-America team 
in 1975.  Considered the 
key component of the 

Continued on Page A-5

Lillian Wood, Oklahoma Presbyterian College – 1926-
27

The 1926-1927 Oklahoma Presbyterian College girls basketball team.  Lillian Howe – center back.  

   Re-Elect 

Rachel Nix for     
Court Clerk
       *17 years experience

                *Attends Annual Training

                *Accurate record keeping

                *Friendly

                *Dependable

                *Honest

   If re-elected I will continue to work hard. 
 This is your office

And I appreciate the opportunity to serve you.

 

June 28th-Vote NIX for Court Clerk
Paid for by Rachel Nix
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May 12 • 6 p.m. • Moss High School
Contact Tom Cartwright • 405-380-6729

No ownership of firearm needed for class!

$60

Concealed 
or open Carry 

Class

VOTE

Melvin “Hopper Jackson
for

Coal County Commissioner
District #2

Feel free to call 580-889-0404

Look me up on facebook Paid for by Melvin Jackson

4

”

Storm Shelters 
10 yr. Manufactured Warranty on leakage

Jerry English
580-927-5493

General Backhoe Work ~ Dozer Work ~ Septic Systems

 Installed
All Concrete

Now Accepting 
Choctaw Vouchers

Sooners’ offensive line 
that led them to a national 
title in 1975, he was also 
part of the 1974 National 
Championship team.
 Mike was part of the 
All-Big Eight teams 
in both 1975 and ‘76.  
During his career at OU, 
the Sooners had a record 
of 30-3-1.
 He was drafted by the 
New York Giants in the 
fourth round in 1977 and 
played two years for the 
Giants.
 Jahree laughs as she 
tells the story of how her 

Lillian Wood Howe
Continued from Page A-5 Mother got her nickname, 

“Cat Mother.”
 “When the boys (Gary 
and Mike) were in high 
school in the 70s, Gary 
started calling her that,” 
she said.  “Then the other 
boys picked up on it, and 
that’s what she was always 
called.  The name just 
stuck.  It was around the 
time that a movie came 
out with a pink car in it 
(perhaps one of the Pink 
Panther series?), and she 
had a little pink car that she 
drove around in.  I think it 
was a Nash.  That’s how 
she got her nickname.”

 Lillian passed away 
on July 28, 1996, at the 
age of 88.  She remained 
a lover of sports until the 
night she died. 
 “That was the year the 
Summer Olympics were in 
Atlanta, Georgia,” Jahree 
recalls.  “That night, when 
I took her medicine to her, 
she refused to take it.  She 
shook her head, and said 
no, I’ll take it when this 
is over.  Then, when the 
athletes were walking off 
and the band was playing, 
she just closed her eyes.  
She was gone.  It was like 
she was waiting until the 
Olympics were over.”

the female to check on her 
welfare.

 Young said when Rob-
son opened the front door, 
he could see two males 
and a female sitting around 
a small table in the living 
room.  A “large amount” of 
a white powdery substance 
and several items of drug 
paraphernalia were on the 
table.

 A pat search was con-
ducted on the three males.  
Miller and Robson each 
had a baggie containing a 
crystal-like substance that 
later field tested positive for 
methamphetamine.  Noth-
ing was found on Palmer.  

 After the subjects were 
arrested and transported to 
jail, a baggie containing 
a crystal-like substance, 

Four arrested in drug lab bust
Continued from front pg a small plastic straw and 

a container of pills were 
found on Smith’s person.  
A field test taken on the 
crystal substance showed 
positive for meth.

 When the subjects were 
asked to exit the home and 
lie on the ground so Young 
could safely call for back-
up, Smith stated that she 
had been cooking meth-
amphetamine at the resi-
dence.

 The Oklahoma Bureau 
of Narcotics and Danger-
ous Drugs was contacted 
and a search warrant was 
obtained.

 “They had like three 
‘shake and bakes’ going 
in separate rooms,” Jump 
said.  “Stuff was every-
where.  Dope and drug 
paraphernalia all over the 
coffee table, a 20 oz. water 

bottle under the coffee table 
that had what appeared to 
be ground up Sudafed with 
a clear liquid and lithium 
battery strips in it, two cof-
fee filters with dope drying 
in it in the back yard, and a 
pile of what appeared to be 
methamphetamine in the 
driveway.  It was scattered 
everywhere – no rhyme or 
reason to it.”

 The suspected drug lab 
items were seized by OBN 
for further testing.

 All four suspects have 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges and are scheduled 
to return to court on May 
5 for preliminary hearing 
conferences.  All remain 
in jail on bond:  Robson, 
Palmer and Miller on 
$110,000 bonds and Smith 
on $115,000 bond.   

	 	 ALCOHOLICS

	 	 ANONYMOUS
MONDAY & THURSDAY AT 8:PM
SATURDAY MORNINGS AT 8:AM

ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
107 HANOVER COALGATE OK

580-927-0229

LADONNA
FLOWERS

Honest, Trustworthy,
Dependable

Coal County Court Clerk
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Coalgate High School
Class of 2006

Price per 
Alumni Family 

$10 Desserts and Punch

Come celebrate with 
Familiar faces you’ve missed over

The past decade. Join us as we renew
Friendships, reminisce about days gone and
Share in life experiences both old and new!

Saturday, May 7th, 2016 
7:00 p.m.

Coal County Fair Barn

Jared Orr

Dozer Service
no job to small

$6500 per hr

580-927-0202


