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COALGATE JUNIOR/SENIOR PROM — Seniors Reece 
Heck and Bless Roberts at the 2017 “Happily Ever After” 
prom.

COALGATE JUNIOR/SENIOR PROM — Seniors Nathaniel Daniel, left, and Wyatt 
Munholland on the promenade. 

Virgie Wellington, a 
Coalgate Lady Cat remem-
bered for her outstanding 
basketball skills, will be in-
ducted into the 2017 Coal-
gate Athletic Hall of Fame 
on May 27.

Virgie was born into a 
family of eight children 
with four boys and four 
girls by Lonnie and Arvie 
Mae Wellington.  Lloyd 
was the oldest, followed by 
Emma Jean, Floyd, Gloria, 
J.D., Virgie, John Eddie 
and Connie. 

Virgie remembers from 
an early age that all the 
kids learned to work hard 
as they were raised on a 
farm in Gerty.  Her dad 

Virgie Wellington—smooth as silk, tough as nails 
—By Melva Ward Thomas; Steve Hudson, contributor

Virgie Wellington, high school student

Virgie Wellington McHugh

was a farmer and the fam-
ily had horses and cattle 
and raised their own crops.  
The main cash crop was 
peanuts, and all the kids 
grew up picking cotton, 
also.  Mr. Wellington was a 

no-nonsense man who was 
hard on all the kids, but did 
pay them for their work so 
they could buy their own 
school clothes and other 
things they desired.  They 
had some fun memories as 
well to share.

John Eddie tells the sto-
ry that he and Virgie were 
responsible for bringing 
water to their dad when 
he was on the tractor dur-
ing those hot summer days.  

They would alternate turns 
going out in the field, but 
little Johnny would some-
times hide and Virgie 
would have to do all the 
work.  However, when 
Virgie found him he would 
really get a whipping.

John Eddie also remem-
bers the time that he was 
responsible for feeding 
the cows, but the Jersey 
cow was protecting her 
calf and wouldn’t let him 
get through.  “Virgie said 
that she would show me 
how to do it and took the 
bucket of feed, but the Jer-
sey charged at her and she 
threw the bucket about 20 
feet in the air and started 
running where she found 
a second gear and cleared 
a five foot rail fence,” he 
laughed.  John Eddie then 
took the bucket and hit the 
cow between the eyes — 
and from then on he had no 
problem with her.

John Eddie said all his 
brothers and sisters were 
competitive in sports 
and they even had a long 
jump pit and a primitive 
pole vault pit set up at the 
house.  Later, when they 
were introduced to bas-
ketball, they were physi-
cally strong and just had to 
develop their hoop skills. 
The coach who first took 
a major interest in helping 
Virgie was Garland Mc-
Nutt who came to Gerty 
schools when she was in 
the 9th grade.  He taught 
her the hook shot of which 
Virgie mastered with both 
the right and left hand, and 
she became a starter as a 
freshman.

The next year the fam-
ily moved to Cottonwood.  
The kids went to school at 
Coalgate and Virgie was 
on her way to becoming 
an outstanding player.  She 
started all three years and 
led the Coalgate girls to the 
state tournament her senior 
year.  They advanced to the 
semi-finals and finished 
with a record of 24-7.  

 Virgie received a bas-
ketball scholarship to Way-
land Baptist University to 
play for the Flying Queens 
and was offered a contract 
to play for the pro women’s 
basketball Redheads, but 
her dad was very protec-
tive and wouldn’t let her 
go.

 Virgie told the story 
that when she was in high 

school she and John Eddie 
came home late one Sat-
urday night and the door 
was locked and they had 
to crawl through the win-
dow.  Her dad was waiting 
for her and told her she was 

going to have to turn in her 
uniform for staying out so 
late.  Then for the first time 
in her life she told her dad 
that she wasn’t about to 
do that.  She said she may 
have to go stay with some 
friends, but she was stay-
ing on the team. After that 
episode, her dad began to 
loosen the reins on his little 
Virgie.

Virgie used her savvy 
another time when she 
made friends with Ray 
Ridley who owned a ser-
vice station.  To keep from 
getting in trouble with her 
dad, Ray would disconnect 
the odometer so she could 
drive as much as she want-
ed for the evening.  Before 
Ray closed for the night, 
he would reconnect the 
device, and when she got 
home the mileage would be 
normal for a drive around 
Coalgate.

Virgie moved to Law-
ton where she went to 
work for two years and met 
her future husband, Don 
Bass.  They had three chil-
dren, Donna, Tammy, and 
Shelly.  Virgie’s working 
career consisted of work-

ing for Wrangler for about 
20 years.  Part of that time 
was with Lucchese Boot 
Company in San Antonio, 
Texas.  Don was a truck 
driver and Virgie later got 
her license and went on 
the road with him as she 

learned to drive a big rig.  
Her dad thought she had 
lost her mind. 

Don died of a heart at-
tack in 1994 and Virgie later 
married Gaylen McHugh. 
She worked for Blanco 
Bowling Club for 20 years 
and is now retired.

 Melva Ward Thomas:  
It seems like only yester-
day day we were playing 
basketball in the old gym.

We had one heck of 
a team, didn’t we?  We 
were all determined that 
we could win if we played 
together and talked to one 
another all through the 
game.  We were always so 
tired after that one hour of 
practice we didn’t feel like 
eating our lunch.  

Thanks for helping us 
make memories that none 
of us will ever forget. Peo-
ple would ask me, “What 
do you remember about 
Virgie’s ball playing?”  All 
I would say is, “She could 
hook right or left and she 
also had a fade away jump 
shot.”  She just had that 
‘Magic Touch.’

Continued on Page A-3
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Thanks again for help-
ing make a group of small 
town girls’ dreams come 
true.

Linda Swoveland 
West: There is only one 
way to describe Virgie Lou 
Wellington McHugh, and 
that is a truly complete, 
one of a kind, outstanding 
athlete! 

 Virgie Lou moved to 
Coalgate from Gerty the 
school year of 1955-56 
when her mother came to 
Coalgate to be near her 
aging parents.  Her dad 
worked at the ammunition 
depot in Savannah, and 
Virgie and her brothers 
helped with farming cot-
ton and peanuts and raising 
cattle and hogs. 

 Virgie grew up with a 
ball in her hands, playing 
basketball outside with her 
brothers, which is when 
she learned to shoot truly 
incredible shots. Later, be-
ing the post forward, she 
was almost impossible to 
guard. She had a beautiful 
hook shot to the right and 
just as good a hook shot to 
the left.  Also, she shot a 
fade-away jump shot like 
only boys shot at this time. 
In one game, she scored 42 
points.

In the district tourna-
ment at Atoka when we 
were tied with a few sec-
onds to play and the guards 
got the rebound, there was 
no question to whom the 
ball would be thrown. And, 
yes, she displayed one of 
those thrilling hook shots 
and won the game, which 
sent us to the regional tour-
nament. 

In 1958, only small, ru-
ral schools had girls’ bas-
ketball.  Larger schools like 
Ada did not play basketball. 
It wasn’t until 1961, when 
President Kennedy formed 
The Council on Physi-
cal Fitness and Sports and 
named Bud Wilkinson as 
director, that a strong em-
phasis was placed on girls’ 
athletics, which caused 
wide participation in the 
nation by girls. In the pres-
ent age, Virgie definitely 
would have been recruited 
by Division I colleges. She 
did get a scholarship offer 
from Wayland Baptist Col-

1957-58 COALGATE LADY CATS —  From left (front) - Melva Ward Thomas, Charlene Standridge Tate, Jo Ann Sandmann Binns, Fay Ott Cannon, 
Wanda Anglin Ingram, Linda Swoveland West; (back) - Leona Franklin Linton, Kay Lou Childers Bills, Janice Ridley Griffin, Alice Ann Maggia Drake, 
Virgie Wellington McHugh, Beverly Rogers Boswell, Coach Joe Leone.

Virgie Wellington—smooth as silk, tough as nails

Thank You
            The family of Edith (Martin) Jones would like to thank 
       all their relatives, friends, coworkers, and neighbors for 
their many acts of kindness, support, and comfort during the illness 
and loss of our mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. We 
send our gratitude to everyone who attended her funeral service. It 
gave us great comfort knowing you were there. Thank you to those 
who kindly sent flowers and/or food. The flowers were lovely and the 
food was delicious. Special thanks to the Methodist Church for shar-
ing their facilities; thus allowing us to fellowship with our extended 
families and friends before the service. Thanks to Brown’s Funeral 
Service for professionally handling the beautiful service. The follow-
ing poem was written for “Aunt Sis” by niece, Tisha Martin. We are 
thankful she has been blessed with the wonderful gift of words, and 
for allowing us to share those words at this time.

Heaven gained an angel
She’s tending Heaven’s garden today

God said it was time to call her home
And she quietly slipped away

She was born when times were tough
She worked hard for her life,

Took care of her brothers and sister
Raised a family and made a good wife

She had a few milk cows
Owned a chicken or a few

Planted a garden every year
Things she loved to do.

She loved her kids and grandkids
She could talk and visit all day

She told stories of past and present
That was just her way.
Dominoes and dancing

Fun with all her friends
She enjoyed her life and good times.

Right down to the very end.
She’s now joined her loved ones

Uncle Jack, Sue, and those brothers
There’s a big party in Heaven today

A celebration like no other.

Everyone’s kindness will never be forgotten, and our 
loved one will forever live in our hearts.

The Family of  Edith Jones

Continued from Front Page lege in Texas, but her dad 
did not favor her accep-
tance.

Virgie was chosen for 
the 1958 All-State second 
team. Her playing was a 
beautiful thing and a treat 
to watch!  People not only 
came to see Virgie play, 
they came to see her per-
form!! 

Coach Joe Leone: 
Virgie Wellington was an 
outstanding basketball 
player for Coalgate High 
School. She was a player, 
always available and one 
you could depend on to 
be ready to perform.  In 
1958, she represented the 
game at the highest level. 
She assisted the team to 
the Oklahoma State Finals 
with her strong left or right 
hook shot. It was an honor 
to have been her coach.

Associate Coach Joe 
Packnett:  Here are a few 
thoughts about Virgie Wel-
lington’s accomplishments 
as a student athlete. 

 Let me say a few words 
about a charming young 
lady – a well-mannered 
person respected by all of 
her teachers and school 
administrators.  She was 
kind and gentle, but was a 
wildcat on the basketball 
court. Her teammates were 
inspired by her hard play 
and leadership in getting 
the Coalgate girls’ basket-
ball team to winning sea-
sons and to the state tour-
nament.

I know she is still a 
wonderful gal to all of her 
family and friends.  Even 
though Virgie was an out-
standing student and play-
er, she could not have been 
as successful without her 
teammates.

Our stay in Coalgate 
was only five years, but 
we always remembered 
the friendships we enjoyed 
with the people as well as 
the students.

John Linton, retired 
Coalgate High School 
Superintendent: “Led by 
Coalgate’s ‘Nifty’ Virgie 
Wellington…” – thus be-
gan a sportswriter’s col-
umn after the Lady Wild-
cats brought to an end 
highly ranked Spiro’s win-
ning streak of twenty-eight 
games in the first round of 
the 1958 State Girls Bas-

ketball Tournament. 
“Nifty” is an accurate 

description of the former 
Hughes County farm girl 
whose family moved to the 
Coalgate area in 1955.  It 
was that year Virgie joined 
the Lady Wildcat team 
bringing with her an un-
cannily accurate hook shot 
dealt equally well with 
either hand.  An effective 
jump shot and outside shot 
were added in later years.  
Forty-two points produced 
against a strong Bromide 
team in the 1957 Coalgate 
Invitational Tournament 
bears out her effective-
ness.

A teammate described 
Virgie as a leader…a leader 
who neither viewed herself 
as a leader nor wished to 
be seen as such.   She was 
a team player and sought 
neither personal glory nor 
acclaim. Her competitive 
nature drove her to push 
her limits and others were 
quick to follow. 

The 1958 Lady Wild-
cats won the first dis-
trict tournament in nearly 
twenty years and the first 
regional championship in 
over twenty years. After 
upsetting a highly favored 
Spiro team, the Lady Wild-
cats fell victim to Cordell, 
which went on to win the 

state championship.
Jim Cox, CHS Class of 

1959:  The 1957-58 Coal-

Continued on Page A-5
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Tishomingo 
610 E. 24th 

(580)371-2343 

Coalgate 
107 E. Post Avenue 

(580)927-2828 

Atoka 
1556 S. Virginia 
(580)889-4746 

What steps can I take for better health? 
• Annual preventive screenings. 

•Get active. 
•Eat healthy. 

•Pay attention to mental health. 
•Avoid unhealthy behaviors. 

 
 

May 14th-May  20th 

Did you know Oklahoma has programs that will pay for 
your annual preventative screenings?  

Contact FHCSO for more details.  

Thank You
   We would like to thank everyone who helped our son 
Joseph and his friends on the night of April 14, 2017. 
Thank you Zack!!
   Thanks to everyone for the calls, visiting him in the 
hospital and most of all the prayers. A special thanks to 
Julie for all her help and for staying with him.
   He is doing better but has a long road ahead of him.
   Hope the other four are doing good and we are think-
ing of them also.
   He is going to TIRR Memorial Hospital in Houston, 
TX. for rehab.

The Joseph Nichols
Family

❇ ❇

❇ ❇

gate Hall of Fame team 
was something to behold – 
action and more action! 

Watching the three 
guards bring the ball to 
half court with skill, grit 
and determination to de-
liver the ball the three for-
wards was something to 
witness. Most of the time, 
the three forwards were 
Beverly Rogers, Alice Ann 
Maggia and Virgie Wel-
lington. Virgie was the post 
player - when the ball was 
delivered to Virgie with her 
back to the goal, you could 
bet on a basket; she would 
back in and roll either to 
the left or right, and if her 
progress was stopped, she 
would pivot the other way 
and score. You could count 
on it. 

She was determined, 
courageous and unstoppa-
ble when she got the ball! 
When the other team got 
the ball and tried to take 
it back to the half-line, 
she was tough as nails and 
would more often than not 
either steal it back or de-
flect it to her teammates.  
Virgie Wellington - team 
player, tremendous athlete, 
team leader, outstanding 
citizen and a great person.

Richard Boswell, CHS 
Class of 1957:  A Real 
Competitor!  The fall of 
1955 a new student enrolled 
at Coalgate High School. 
She was a skinny, not very 
athletic looking young 
lady. Looks can be very 
deceiving.  Virgie Welling-
ton turned out to be one of 
the outstanding athletes to 
graduate from CHS.

During Virgie’s three-
year career, Coalgate HS 
basketball teams were the 
envy and talk of the area 
and state.  I’m proud to 
have had the privilege to 
know and watch Virgie 
play ball.

 Wilma Bonner Pax-
ton:  In remembering back 
to the good old days of bas-
ketball, I remember Virgie.  
She was a really good ball 
player.  Every game she 
gave her best. I was a new-
comer to Coalgate High 
so I watched her play and 
took it all in. The team re-
ally gave all they had when 
playing. 

Back to remembering, 
once we were told not to be 
out past midnight - some 
got brave and got caught - 
Virgie and Alice Ann and 
a few others. The next day 
the coach made them run 
till they could no more. 
Made some believers – we 
didn’t want any of that. 
Some of us had a hard time 
admitting we were there. If 
you don’t believe me, ask 
Melva Ward Thomas – she 
ran, too.

Virgie is very deserving 
of the honor.

Bob Cody, CHS class 
of 1966:  Virgie was a 
dominating player who 
was equally adept shoot-
ing a hook shot either left 
or right handed. She played 
with a chip on her shoul-
der…but in a positive way.  
The entire team played 
with passion, hustle, and 
teamwork that was easy to 
recognize. 

I believe there were un-
derlying reasons for their 
success. Virgie and her 
teammates didn’t have 
many options to channel 
their energy.  No softball 
or track… Many of them 
had no phone, TV or run-
ning water. I cannot imag-
ine the joy and excitement 
it was for those girls going 
to state.  Some of the girls 

Virgie Wellington
Continued from Page A-3 had never been to Oklaho-

ma City. 
I am sure Virgie would 

say, “Without my team-
mates none of this would 
have been possible.” 

Congratulations to Vir-
gie for being selected to the 
Coalgate Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 

Charlene Standridge 
Tate: In 1958, a wonderful 
story came about in Coal-
gate High School.  A group 
of high school basketball 
girls had a great team and 
was honored to go to state 
tournament in Oklahoma 
City.  We had a great coach, 
Joe Leone.  

Virgie Wellington was an 
outstanding forward.  She 
was a good leader and team 
player and high scoring for-
ward.  She has been named 
a member of the Coalgate 
High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame Class of 2017.  We 
players were privileged to 
team play with her.

Congratulations on your 
athletic ability.

Eldon Flinn, former 
girls coach at McLish, 
Oklahoma Basketball 
Coach of the Year in 
1976, and inducted into 
the ECU Athletics Hall of 
Fame in 2006:

Girls’ basketball in 
Oklahoma started playing 
under the six-on-six rules. 
There were three forwards 
and three guards with each 
group playing on one end 
of the floor. 

Six-on-six was suit-
ed for high school girls.  
There were girls that could 
play six-on-six that could 
not physically play full 
court.  The crowds were 
great. At some schools, the 
crowds were greater for 
the girls’ games than the 
boys.  Tournaments like the 
Tournament of Champi-
ons in Oklahoma City and 
the Mid-America Tourna-
ment in Ada drew sellout 
crowds. 

As the Olympics, col-
lege basketball and large 
high schools began playing 
girls’ basketball, the pres-
sure to change to five-on-
five grew.  The selling point 
was all schools should play 
under the same rules.  With 
the change, college basket-
ball began to grow and the 
recruiting of players from 
high school began.  There 
were several girls in our 
area that made impacts on 
the college game.

Marianne Hudson 
DeMoss:  I was a freshman 
when Virgie was a senior. 
I was also playing guard 
at that time so we were on 
the same end of the court 
during scrimmage. I do re-
member her quickness and 
her ability to control the 
basketball. 

I was also intimidated 
by her, to say the least.  She 
was a powerhouse on the 
court.  I was in awe of her 
definition, a feeling of rev-
erential respect mixed with 
fear or wonder.  Yup, that 
was me.

Congratulations Virgie!
Wanda Anglin In-

gram:  Our 1957/58 team 
was serious, aggressive 
and very competitive.  If 
our competition played 
rough, we had no prob-
lem meeting the challenge.  
Virgie led the way and we 
followed her.  She was a 
born leader and wasn’t 
even aware of it.  The team 
respected her and she re-
spected all of us. 

She was an unselfish 
team player, never insecure 
and always sharing play 
time and the ball with Al-
ice Ann and Beverly. Those 

three played great together. 
Alice and Beverly were 
excellent ball players, too.  
All three were really good 
ball handlers and I never 
saw another player any-
where that was able to take 
the ball away from Beverly 
Rogers Boswell.

Virgie was known for 
her hook shot.  She could 
shoot either left handed 
or right handed and was 
known to be “deadly” with 
either one of them.  You 
never knew what she was 
going to do. However, if 
she did get in a pinch, she 
would just step back and 
shoot a beautiful “boy’s 
fade away jump shot.”  To 
me, watching her shoot 
any of those shots was like 
watching poetry in motion.  
She was a smooth and ex-
citing player to watch.

At practice, it was usu-
ally the main team players 
against each other.  All of 
us played like we never 
even knew each other.  It 
was intense.  But I can’t 
say the forwards were 
more aggressive than the 
guards because we pretty 
much gave each other an 
equal amount of grief.

There were many days 
when I left practice that I 
said to myself, “THANK 
GOD I GOT OUT OF 
THERE ALIVE TODAY!”

I believe our entire team 
will agree with me when 
I say----Virgie Welling-
ton, THANKS FOR THE 
MEMORIES.


