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COAL COUNTY FLOODS — Floyd Palmer’s trailer on SH 31 in Caney 
Creek bottoms.

COAL COUNTY FLOODS — “Road Work Ahead” sign erected on 
Cometti Road after Commissioner District 2 ran out of high water signs.  
Mary Eddings taking pictures of the flood waters. 

1958 — a year to remember!
—Girls basketball team named to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame

1958 LADY WILDCATS — From left (front) – Melva Ward, Charlene Standridge, Joann Sandmann, Faye Ott, Wanda Anglin, Linda Swoveland; 
(back) – Leona Franklin, Kay Childers, Janice Ridley, Alice Maggia, Virgie Wellington, Beverly Rogers, Coach Joe Leone.  Not pictured – Wilma 
Bonner, Marianne Hudson, Mary Sides, and scorekeeper Melani Gallimore. Story Page A-11.

Scam Alert
	 Due	to	the	recent	flooding	in	Coal	County,	
be	aware	that	there	may	be	individuals	you	
do	not	know	offering	to	do	work	for	you.
	 This	is	a	perfect	time	for	scams,	so	be	very	
careful.		If	you	become	aware	of	suspicious	
persons	or	activities,	please	notify	your	local	
law	enforcement.

	 The	 Coal	 County	 Board	
of	 County	 Commissioners	
on	Monday	morning	issued	
a	 Disaster	 Emergency	
Proclamation	 for	 Coal	
County.
	 Heavy	 rains	 and	 storms	
over	a	period	of	a	few	days	
have	 resulted	 in	 major	
flooding	 issues,	 with	 one	
death	occurring	on	Sunday.		
Roads	 and	 tinhorns	 have	
taken	 a	 severe	 blow,	 and	
travel	 has	 become	 an	
impossibility	 in	 some	 parts	
of	the	county.	
	 The	 northern	 part	 of	 the	
county	 was	 the	 hardest	 hit	
area.	 	 Several	 homes	 are	
completely	 surrounded	 by	

Commissioners declare Coal County as disaster area
—One death reported in county 

water,	 leaving	 the	 families	
in	 a	 stranded	 situation.		
Adding	 to	 the	 problems	
is	 a	 busted	 water	 main	 at	
Muddy	 Boggy	 Creek	 and	
Old	 Hwy.	 75	 that	 supplies	
water	 to	 Rural	 Water	
District	 5.	 	 Frank	 Cometti	
(who	 oversees	 the	 district)	
and	 others	 are	 working	 on	
the	problem,	Coalgate	City	
Manager	Roger	Cosper	said	
Tuesday	 morning.	 	 “We’re	
hoping	 it	 will	 be	 fixed	 by	
the	end	of	the	day,”	he	said.		
“It	 will	 take	 a	 day	 or	 two	
to	 build	 the	 pressure	 back	
up,	so	it	will	be	an	ongoing	
problem	 for	 the	 next	 few	
days.”

	 District	 2	 Commissioner	
Johnny	 D.	 Ward	 said	 an	
early	assessment	of	damages	
county	 wide	 for	 gravel	
and	 tinhorn	 loss	 alone	 will	
undoubtedly	 run	 at	 least	
$100,000.		And	it’s	going	to	
take	 awhile	 to	make	 all	 the	
repairs.	
	 “We	 just	 want	 people	
to	 be	 patient	 with	 us,	 and	
most	 people	 I’ve	 talked	 to	
certainly	 understand,”	 he	
said.		“With	a	little	time	and	
sunshine,	 we’ll	 be	 back	 in	
good	 shape.	 	 It’s	 just	going	
to	take	time	to	get	everything	
glued	back	together.”
	 Ward	 said	 Tuesday	

afternoon	 that	 the	 water	 is	
“receding	 pretty	 fast,	 but	
they’re	 forecasting	 more	 is	
on	its	way.”
	 “If	 people	 are	 out	 on	
these	roads,	just	use	caution	
because	 there	 are	 washouts	

and	 high	 water	 in	 places.		
There’s	 no	 need	 to	 drive	
into	 deep	 water.	 	 Losing	
your	life	isn’t	worth	it.”
	 Coal	 County	 Sheriff	
Bryan	 Jump	 said	 the	

Continued	on	Page	A-11
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1958 — a year to remember!
—Girls basketball team named to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame

Continued	on	Page	12

By Melva Thomas
 
	 The	year	was	1958.	
	 “Gunsmoke”	 was	 the	 No.	
1	 TV	 show,	 followed	 by	
“Have	 Gun,	 Will	 Travel,”	
“I’ve	Got	a	Secret,”	and	the	
“Ed	Sullivan	Show.”	 	Teens	
were	dancing	to	the	music	of	
Ricky	Nelson,	Elvin	Presley,	
Danny	and	the	Juniors,	Perry	
Como	 and	 The	 Silhouettes.		
Gas	was	24	cents	a	gallon,	a	
postage	 stamp	 cost	 4	 cents,	
and	you	could	buy	a	 loaf	of	
bread	for	19	cents.
	 1958	 was	 also	 the	 year	
that	 Coach	 Joe	 Leone	 led	
the	 Coalgate	 High	 School	
girls	 basketball	 team	 to	 the	
state	tournament.	 	The	Lady	
Cats	defeated	Spiro,	the	top-
pick	 team	that	had	a	perfect	
28-0	record,	but	 then	lost	 to	
Cordell,	 which	 won	 state.		
The	Lady	Wildcats	ended	the	
season	with	a	24-7	record.		All	
of	Coalgate	rallied	around	the	
team	 and	 American	 Legion	
Post	242	passed	a	resolution	
commending	 the	 girls	 and	
Coach	Leone.
	 Members	of	the	1958	team	
included	Wanda	Anglin,	Kay	
Childers,	 Joann	 Sandmann,	
Beverly	 Rogers,	 Marianne	
Hudson,	 Linda	 Swoveland,	
Virgie	 Wellington,	 Wilma	
Bonner,	 Mary	 Sides,	
Charlene	 Standridge,	 Alice	
Maggia,	 Faye	 Ott,	 Janice	
Ridley,	 Melva	Ward,	 Leona	
Franklin	 and	 scorekeeper	
Melani	Gallimore.
	 Here	 are	 those	 ladies’	 (or	
family	 members’)	 thoughts	
about	 the	 1958	 team	 being	
chosen	 to	 the	Hall	 of	 Fame	
Class	of	2015.
 Kay Childers Bills — I	
feel	 honored	 to	 have	 been	
a	 part	 of	 a	 team	who	 had	 a	
strong	 offense	 and	 defense.		
Being	on	a	winning	team	and	
going	to	state	are	among	my	
fondest	memories.
	 I	 enjoyed	watching	Virgie	

Wellington	but	think	that	the	
others	were	good,	and	I	was	
proud	to	be	on	the	team.
	 As	 for	 the	 teacher	 that	
made	 an	 impact	 on	 her	 life,	
Kay	says	Ms.	Vivian	Watkins	
did	an	excellent	job	preparing	
her	for	college.		
	 Kay	 has	 two	 children,	 six	
grandchildren	and	five	great-
grandchildren.	
 Joann Sandmann Binns 
—	 I	 was	 surprised	 and	
delighted	 that	 we	 were	
chosen	for	the	honor.	
	 Lessons	 learned	 from	
playing	 sports	 have	 served	
me	well	in	life.		Coalgate	has	
always	been	very	supportive,	
wanting	everyone	to	succeed	
in	their	own	way.
	 I	 have	 two	 children	 in	
Texas	 (go	 Sooners)	 and	
three	grandchildren.		I	live	in	
Oklahoma	City	where	I	have	
an	estate	sale	company.
 Melani Gallimore 
Caldwell (scorekeeper) — 
If	 you	 wanted	 to	 know	 the	
score	or	how	many	fouls	you	
had,	you	just	had	to	ask	me.		
Keeping	 the	 scorebook	 was	
my	job	for	two	years.	
	 Coach	Leone	gave	me	 the	
opportunity	to	have	two	years	
(1957-1958	 and	 1958-1959)	
of	a	memorable	high	school	
experience	 being	 statistician	
for	 both	 the	 boys	 and	 girls	
basketball	teams.		He	had	me	
keep	 track	of	every	shot	 the	
forwards	 took,	 from	 where	
on	 the	 court	 the	 shot	 was	
taken,	and	if	they	made	it.		
	 I	am	very	proud	to	be	part	
of	 the	 1958	 girls	 basketball	
team.	
 Faye Ott Cannon — There 
was	 one	 girl	 that	 played	
basketball	who	I	thought	was	
outstanding.	 	I	never	missed	
one	of	her	basketball	games.		
She	was	my	 sister,	Fran	Ott	
Foreman.	 	She	was	my	hero	
then	and	she	still	is.	
	 Oscar	and	I	will	be	married	
56	 years	 in	May.	 	We	 have	

two	 children,	 a	 daughter,	
Diana,	 and	 a	 son,	 Jake.	 	We	
have	 two	 granddaughters,	
Suzanne	 Miller	 and	 Payton	
Dunlap;	 one	 grandson,	
Tanner	Dunlap;	and	one	very	
special	 great-granddaughter,	
Kiera	Miller,	who	is	6.		Jake	
graduated	 from	 OSU	 and	 is	
a	 golf	 course	 superintendent	
at	a	golf	course	in	Oklahoma	
City.	 	 Diana	 works	 for	 the	
City	of	Purcell.
	 Oscar	and	I	are	both	retired	
now…kinda.	 	 He	 was	 the	
elementary	 principal	 and	
I	 was	 the	 superintendent’s	

secretary	in	Wayne.
	 We	 usually	 get	 back	 to	
Coalgate	 once	 or	 twice	 a	
year.		Both	of	our	parents	are	
gone,	 but	 we	 have	 cousins	
and	friends	still	living	in	the	
area.
 Marianne Hudson 
DeMoss —	My	 reaction	 to	
being	 selected	 into	 the	Hall	
of	Fame	was	a	nice	surprise.	
	 Some	 of	 my	 fondest	
memories	 were	 playing	
guard	(post)	most	of	the	time,	
but	I	had	to	play	forward	one	
time	and	I	made	a	free	throw	
to	beat	Atoka	one	year.

	 One	of	the	most	outstanding	
athletes	 at	 Coalgate	 I	 think	
would	be	Virgie	Wellington.
	 One	of	my	favorite	teachers	
that	made	a	huge	 impact	on	
my	 life	 would	 be	 Mildard	
Jarrett.		He	was	a	taskmaster,	
and	 having	 him	 in	 band	
and	 algebra	 he	 was	 always	
pushing	us	to	be	better.	
	 Playing	sports	taught	me	to	
push	past	 the	pain	and	keep	
going.		I	have	always	been	in	
a	workout	 program	of	 some	
sort.

Sheriff’s	 Office	 issued	 a	
silver	 alert	 for	 79-year-old	
Leon	 Norfleet	 Sunday	 after	
his	 office	 was	 notified	 at	
6:10	 p.m.	 that	 Norfleet	 had	
not	 been	 seen	 since	 about	
11:30	Sunday	morning.
	 “A	 call	 came	 in	 at	 9:30	
that	his	vehicle	was	stranded	
in	 high	 water	 on	 CR	 3710	
(Bullard	Road),”	Jump	said.		
“That’s	 when	 myself	 and	
the	 undersheriff	 responded	
to	 the	 scene	 and	 the	 Coal	
County	 Search	 and	 Rescue	
Task	Force	was	notified.”
	 Jump	said	when	he	arrived	
at	 the	 scene,	 the	 water	 was	
knee	deep	at	the	pickup,	“but	
I	could	tell	it	had	been	over	
the	bumper	and	grill	and	the	
barb	wire	fence.”
	 The	 search	 for	 Norfleet	
came	 to	 an	 end	 at	 11:50	
Sunday	 night	 when	 Task	
Force	members	Shane	Sallee	
and	 Clint	 Mowdy	 located	
his	 body	 about	 600	 yards	
from	 his	 pickup.	 	 Thirteen	
members	 of	 the	Task	 Force	
team	 along	 with	 Sheriff	
Bryan	 Jump,	 Undersheriff	
Bobby	 Hatton	 and	 deputy	
Ron	 Marley	 participated	 in	
the	search.
	 “It	appeared	the	truck	had	
gotten	stranded	in	high	water	
and	he	was	walking	back	to	
his	 residence,”	 Jump	 said.		
Norfleet	 was	 found	 about	 a	
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	 Jump	 commended	 the	
Task	 Force	 for	 the	 job	 they	
are	 doing	 in	 Coal	 County.		
“I	 want	 to	 say	 how	 great	
the	 team	 is.	 	 They	 have	
helped	 the	 Sheriff’s	 Office	
out	 tremendously	 since	 I’ve	
been	in	office.		We’ve	called	
on	 them	 numerous	 times,	
and	 they’ve	 helped	 us	 find	
several	 people.	 	 They	 are	 a	
great	benefit	to	Coal	County,	
and	 I	 take	 my	 hat	 off	 to	
them.”		
	 Coal	 County	 Emergency	
Management	 Director	
Aaron	 Blue	 said	 the	 search	
effort	 took	 place	 about	 four	
miles	 northeast	 of	 Tupelo.		
Some	 searchers	 waded	 in	
deep	 water	 with	 a	 strong	
undercurrent	 while	 others	
loaded	into	the	Task	Force’s	
rescue	 boat.	 	 The	 search	
lasted	an	hour	and	a	half.
	 In	 preparation	 for	 what	
may	or	may	not	happen	 the	
rest	of	 this	week,	 the	Corps	
of	 Engineers	 is	 furnishing	
Coal	 County	 with	 several	
thousand	 sand	 bags,	 “just	
in	 case	 they’re	 needed	 for	
houses,”	Blue	said.		“We	want	
to	have	some	on	standby.		We	
requested	3,500.”
	 Blue	and	Jump	are	urging	
people	to	remember	that	it	is	
very	dangerous	to	drive	into	
a	flooded	area.		“Turn	around	
–	 don’t	 drown,”	 said	 Blue.		
“What	used	to	be	a	bridge	or	

a	culvert	may	be	washed	out,	
so	don’t	take	a	chance.”		He	
also	 cautions	 people	 to	 be	
on	 the	 lookout	 for	 downed	
electrical	 lines	 and	 power	
poles.	 	A	 power	 pole	 on	 S.	
Ada	Street	in	Coalgate	caught	
on	fire	Sunday	night	when	it	
was	struck	by	lightening,	he	
said.
	 It’s	 also	 important	 to	 use	
caution	 any	 time	 you	 see	
Emergency	 Management	
crews	in	an	area.
	 Trained	 rescue	 personnel	
will	be	on	 standby	until	 the	
floodwaters	 recede,	 Blue	
said.	 	 “We’re	 preparing	 for	
what	 may	 be	 coming	 our	
way.”
	 District	 1	 Commissioner	
Brock	 Jones	 said	 the	
southern	 part	 of	 his	 district	
has	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 flooding.		

“It’s	 terrible,”	 he	 said.		
“Leader	 Creek	 has	 flooded	
out,	Clear	Boggy	has	flooded	
out,	and	Muddy	Boggy	north	
of	 Tupelo	 and	 Centrahoma	
has	 flooded	 out,”	 plus	 there	
have	been	a	 lot	of	 road	and	
tinhorn	 washouts.	 	 “We’ll	
be	hustling	for	awhile	to	get	
things	back	in	shape.”					
	 Jones	 said	a	couple	of	his	
road	 hands	 were	 out	 over	
the	 weekend	 clearing	 roads	
of	tree	limbs	and	debris	and	
putting	 up	warning	 signs	 in	
low	areas.
	 A	 call	 to	 District	 3	
Commissioner	 Michael	
Hensley	was	not	returned	by	
press	time.
	 Coalgate	 City	 Manager	
Roger	 Cosper	 said	 Tuesday	
that	he	checked	the	Coalgate	
Lake	Tuesday	morning.	 	 “It	

has	 dropped	 a	 little,”	 he	
said.		“All	the	flood	controls	
are	 good,	 and	 the	 primary	
spillway	is	the	only	spillway	
operating	right	now.		Nothing	
is	going	over	the	secondary,	
or	 emergency,	 spillway,	 so	
everything	 is	 operating	 as	
it	 should.	 	We’re	 fortunate.		
If	 we	 had	 not	 had	 the	
renovations	done	on	the	dam,	
more	than	likely	it	would	be	
going	through	the	secondary	
spillway	 at	 this	 point.	 The	
dam’s	primary	purpose	is	 to	
help	 control	 flooding,	 and	
that’s	what	it’s	doing.
	 “If	 we	 get	 into	 another	
situation	 with	 four	 to	 five	
more	 inches	 of	 rain,	 we’ll	
probably	 have	 to	 start	
monitoring	 it	 more.	 	 If	 it’s	
one	inch,	we’re	good.”
 

COAL COUNTY FLOODS — The home of Nick Lee in the Cottonwood area on Polk 
Road.  
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	 My	 husband	 and	 I	 just	
retired	 after	 40	 years	
working	 together	 in	 our	
podiatry	 practice.	 	 I	 enjoy	
being	outside	and	gardening.		
I	have	a	large	bucket	list.		
	 We	have	two	children,	Dana	
DeMoss	 Collie	 and	 Derek	
Palton	 DeMoss.	 	 We	 have	
two	 grandchildren.	 	 Palton	
Collie	 is	 a	 freshman	 at	 the	
Colorado	 School	 of	 Mines	
in	Golden,	CO,	and	Victoria	
Collie	is	a	7th	grader	at	Deer	
Creek	 School	 in	 Edmond,	
OK.
	 I	 have	 a	 niece	 and	 sister-
in-law	in	Coalgate	and	get	to	
visit	several	times	a	year.
 Alice Maggia Drake —	 I	
was	excited	when	I	received	
a	call	from	Virgie	Lou	telling	
me	the	good	news	about	the	
girls	 basketball	 team	 of	 ‘58	
being	selected	to	the	Hall	of	
Fame.
	 Being	 on	 the	 basketball	
team	during	my	high	school	
days	 and	 going	 to	 state	 my	
senior	year	in	1958	are	some	
of	my	fondest	memories.	
	 All	 the	 girls	 on	 the	
basketball	 team	I	would	say	
were	heroes.	 	We	all	played	
hard	 and	 worked	 together	
to	 make	 our	 team	 the	 best,	
which	we	 all	 were	 awarded	
the	 year	 the	 team	 went	 to	
state.		
	 Coach	 Joe	 Leone,	 as	well	
as	all	my	teachers	that	taught	
me	 business	 courses	 which	
I	 have	 used	 my	 skills	 all	
during	 my	 working	 career,	
had	an	impact	on	my	life.
	 Always	stay	positive,	work	
hard	 and	 be	 dedicated	 in	
whatever	you	pursue	in	life.
	 I	 am	 retired	 after	 18-plus	
years	at	Montgomery	County	
working	as	a	court	coordinator	
for	Commissioners	Court.
	 	I	have	been	married	to	my	
husband	Buck	 for	 55	 years.		
We	 have	 three	 daughters,	
Terry,	 Pam	 and	 Allison.		
Buck	 is	 retired	 and	 plays	
golf	 every	 day	 the	 weather	
is	 suitable.	 	 I	 spend	 a	 lot	
of	 time	 with	 all	 my	 seven	
grandchildren.	 	 They	 range	
from	 31	 years	 to	 10	 years.		
There	 is	 always	 something	
going	 on	 in	 their	 lives	 in	
which	I	am	included.
	 I	have	 two	brothers	 living	
at	Cottonwood.	
 Janice Ridley Griffin —	I	
was	very	happy	 to	hear	 that	
our	team	was	selected	for	the	
Hall	of	Fame	and	believe	the	
recognition	 is	 deserved,	 not	
because	I	was	a	member	but	
because	of	the	girls	who	gave	
100%	to	winning.		We	had	a	
great	time	and	we	all	worked	
together.	 	 I	can’t	 say	 I	 liked	
all	the	running	and	push-ups	
Coach	Leone	made	us	do,	but	
in	the	end	it	was	worth	it.
	 I	 moved	 to	 Coalgate	 in	
1955.	 	 Basketball	 season	
was	 in	 full	 swing	 and	 the	
boys	had	 an	 excellent	 team.		
Jimmy	Dale	Standridge	was	
the	brother	of	my	best	friend	
and	was	one	of	 the	 stars	 on	
the	team.		I	was	a	star	struck	
seventh	 grader	 and	 loved	 to	
go	 to	 Charlene’s	 home	 so	 I	
could	see	him.
	 After	 graduation,	 I	 left	
for	Dallas	 and	 landed	 a	 job	
with	The	Hartford	Insurance	
Company	where	 I	 remained	
for	 37	 years.	 	 During	 this	
37	years,	I	married,	had	two	
sons	and	a	gratifying	career.		
	 One	 of	 my	 teachers	 in	
high	school	was	Mrs.	Gladys	
Cauthron	Whetstine,	whom	I	
had	known	all	my	life.		You	
would	 have	 thought	 she	
would	 have	 gone	 easy	 on	“STAY AND PLAY” MUST BE MENTIONED AT TIME OF BOOKING RESERVATION.

2101 S. Meridian, OKC, OK 73108
LOCATED 2 MILES SOUTH OF I-40

(405) 685-4000

3.792x5

ASK US ABOUT 
"STAY LONGER, SAVE MORE"

 • Indoor Pool
 • Fitness Center
 • Pool Table
 • Full Service   

 Restaurant 
 • Lounge

Only minutes from all 
Oklahoma City attractions!              

• 2 WHITE WATER Tickets or
 2 FRONTIER CITY Tickets

•  GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS 
with Breakfast for 2

• EXTRA BREAKFAST & 
PARK ADMISSION TICKET 
$25 per person

 

Stay…and Play

ONLY
$125

plus tax

Coalgate Assembly of God
Tuesday Evenings

7:00 pm

Hurts, Hang-Ups, & Habits
Christian 12 Step Program

Pastors Billy & Linda Wilson
For information call Pastor Billy at
580-927-5588 or 580-927-3020

Pastors Billy and Linda are licensed coun-
selors and experienced 12 step leaders. 
Meeting will be Christ centered dealing with 
the reasons people turn to addictions. We 
deal with all addictions the same, whether 
it is alcohol, drugs, anger, eating disorders, 
gambling or any other addictions. Jesus is 
the answer.

J & N Construction

Sidewalks
Custom Steel Buildings

Metal Roofs

17350 CR 3700
Coalgate, OK

James Troyer
Phone: 580-428-3159
Cell:     580-258-0911

Free Estimates

West of Ada on Hwy 3W • (580)436-5033
southernoklivestock.com

Thank You for your patronage & support!

Scott McCormack
Cell 580-310-4389

Stockers & Feeder • Pairs, Cows & Bulls
Wednesdays starting at 9:00 a.m.

Steers
227.....................................$406.00
260-277 ...............$385.00-$390.00
320-340 ...............$345.00-$370.00
355-395 ...............$315.00-$352.50
450-488 ................$27700-$307.00
505-520 ...............$268.00-$289.00
550-565 ...............$254.00-$259.00
610-644 ...............$227.00-$240.00

Average Report for 5/6/2015
Total Head: 758

Heifers
243-245 .............. $327.50-$345.00
220.................................... $400.00
265-285 .............. $321.00-$367.00
355-389 .............. $288.00-$315.00
400-445 .............. $271.00-$285.00
500-530 .............. $244.50-$250.00
515-547 .............. $220.00-$241.00
550...................... $226.00-$243.00
585-591 .............. $214.00-$215.00

Sale Every Wednesday
starting at 9:00 am

Due to heavy rains in the area, receipts were     
reduced and not enough were received in any 
one class to accurately test the market.

The Tire Shop
Highway 1 •Calvin, Oklahoma
1-580-889-0592  or 1-405-332-3212
24 Hr Road Service • Bunk House Spaces for Rent

Services Offered:
We repair and sell new, 
used and recap tires for

18 wheelers, cars, pickups, 
tractors, backhoes,
and lawn mowers.

We sell batteries, hydraulic 
oil and we do oil changes.
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—Girls basketball team named to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame
Continued	from	Page	A-11 me,	 but	 not	 so.	 	During	my	

career,	I	thought	many	times	
about	her	and	give	thanks	to	
her	for	instilling	a	good	work	
ethic	and	perseverance	to	do	
a	good	job,
	 I	 was	 able	 to	 retire	 after	
37	 years	 and	 couldn’t	 wait	
to	 return	 home	 to	 a	 town	
I	 couldn’t	 wait	 to	 leave.		
My,	 how	 age	 changes	 your	
perception.	 	 I	 brought	 my	
husband,	 Tom	 Griffin,	 a	
true	native	of	Dallas,	 to	 this	
small	 country	 town.	 	 We	
had	 many	 good	 years	 and	
truly	 enjoyed	 our	 years	 and	
seeing	our	family	grow	with	
grandchildren	 who	 loved	 to	
come	to	the	country.
	 After	 six	 months	 of	
retirement,	 I	 found	 myself	
employed	 by	 Mary	 Hurley	
Hospital	 and	 will	 celebrate	
18	 years	 in	October.	 	 I	 love	
working	 at	 the	 hospital	 and	
interacting	 with	 staff	 and	
patients.	 	 I	 have	 been	 very	
active	in	the	Manor	Volunteers	
and	OCHE	(Oklahoma	Home	
and	Community	 Education).		
I	 am	 truly	 blessed	 and	 am	
proud	 of	 my	 Oklahoma	
roots.
 Mary Sides Hunter — 
“GREAT!”	 	 It’s	 nice	 to	 see	
the	ladies	recognized!!
	 Some	of	my	memories	are	
the	 damp,	 musty	 dressing	
rooms	 and	 those	 long,	 cold	
bus	trips	home	after	games.	
	 There	 were	 several	
outstanding	 athletes	 back	
then,	 but	 as	 I	 got	 older	 I	
developed	a	love	for	football	
and	basketball.
	 Some	 of	 the	 teachers	
who	 had	 an	 impact	 on	 me	
were	 Ms.	 Watkins,	 Mrs.	
Mardell	Sampley	and	Gladys	
Cauthron	Whetstine.
	 Playing	 sports	 helped	 to	
prepare	 for	 the	 challenges	
ahead	 by	 teaching	 me	
responsibility,	hard	work	and	
“stick	to	it.”
	 I	 used	 to	 be	 a	 caregiver	
volunteer	and	also	a	volunteer	
at	 the	 local	 food	 bank,	 but	
I	 had	 to	 slow	 down	 for	 a	
while.
	 I	have	one	daughter,	Amy,	
and	 a	 son-in-law,	 Seth.	 	 I	
have	 two	 grandsons,	 Ben	
and	Andrew.		They	all	live	in	
Battle	Creek,	Michigan.	
 Wanda Anglin Ingram — 
I	 was	 honored,	 excited	 and	
greatly	appreciative	of	having	
been	 a	member	 of	 this	 very	
good	 girls	 basketball	 team	
that	 is	 receiving	 this	 honor	
and	 recognition.	 	 I	 believe	
our	team	is	deserving	of	this	
honor	due	 to	our	 record	and	
titles	won.
	 Of	 course,	 one	 of	 my	
fondest	memories	is	of	being	
a	 co-captain	 of	 this	 1957-
1958	 girls	 team.	 	 I	 shared	
this	 honor	 with	 Alice	 Ann	
Maggia.
	 I	 will	 never	 forget	 that	
wonderful	 and	 exciting	
feeling	 of	 playing	 at	 state.		
Our	 motto	 was	 “Remember	
State	in	58.”
	 I	 lived	 for	 basketball,	 so	
just	 going	 to	 the	 gym	 to	
practice	 is	 a	 great	 memory	
for	me.		Those	were	some	of	
the	best	years	of	my	life	and	
will	never	be	forgotten.
	 My	 heroes	 were	 Norma	
Rogers	 Corsini,	 Imogene	
Emerson	 Mowdy	 and	 Doris	
Anglin	 Lindholm.	 	 They	
were	 really	 good	 players.		
They	had	a	very	good,	well-
coached	 team	that	has	never	
received	recognition	for	how	
good	they	really	were.		They	
were	 exciting	 to	 watch,	 and	
all	 those	 girls	 were	 better	
than	average	players.
	 Heroes	 that	 I	 played	 with	

would	 be	 MY	 ENTIRE	
TEAM	 —	 which	 includes	
all	 the	 players	 and	 Coach	
Leone.	 	 Each	 team	member	
gave	 100%	 every	 time	 they	
played,	 and	 we	 played	 as	 a	
team.		To	my	knowledge,	not	
one	 person	 was	 looking	 for	
special	attention.
	 Melva	 Ward	 Thomas	 was	
an	 excellent	 guard.	 	 She	
was	 smooth,	 alert,	 quick,	
aggressive	 and	 a	 good	
rebounder.		She	saved	me	so	
many	times!		I	can	still	hear	
her	 yelling	 to	 me,	 “Screen!		
Screen!”
	 My	 mentors	 were	 Claude	
Kedy,	 Joe	 Leone	 and	
Vivian	 Watkins.	 	 Each	 of	
them	 exemplified	 self-
confidence,	 honesty,	 being	
fair	and	courage.		They	were	
wonderful	 role	 models	 for	
young	 people.	 	 I	 watched	
these	 teachers	 and	 tried	 to	
carry	 these	 traits	 forward	
with	me	when	I	went	out	into	
the	big	world.	 	 It	helped	me	
to	have	confidence	in	myself	
and	 courage	 to	 stand	 up	 for	
myself	when	needed.
	 Many,	 many	 years	 after	
I	 played	 my	 last	 basketball	
game,	 the	 large	 insurance	
company	 I	 worked	 for	
announced	 one	 day	 that	
they	were	 implementing	 the	
new	 “Team	 Concept”	 	 -	 to	
include	 all	 their	 employees.		
Because	of	my	having	played	
basketball,	I	was	already	way	
ahead	of	the	others.		I	already	
knew	 how	 to	 be	 a	 team	
player.
	 I	have	one	child,	Trina,	who	
is	 an	 art	 teacher	 currently	
teaching	 in	 Buckeye,	
Arizona.	 	 I	 do	not	 have	 any	
grandchildren	 but	 enjoy	 all	
of	my	nieces,	nephews,	great-
nieces	 and	 great-nephews	
from	 the	 families	 of	 my	
brothers	and	sisters.
	 After	I	became	a	widow	at	
the	age	of	54,	six	years	later	
I	retired	and	in	2007	returned	
to	Coalgate.
 Virgie Wellington 
McHugh —	It	was	a	surprise	
to	 hear	 about	 the	 Hall	 of	
Fame	 and	 a	 bigger	 surprise	
to	hear	we	had	won.
	 I	 moved	 to	 Coalgate	 my	
sophomore	 year.	 	 I	 think	
playing	basketball	was	a	big	
help	in	getting	acquainted	and	
fitting	in	much	easier.		I	had	
some	 outstanding	 teachers,	
Mrs.	 Gladys	 Cauthron	
Whetstine	 and	 Mrs.	 Wilma	
McDaniel	was	 two	 of	 them.		
I	 also	 had	 an	 outstanding	
coach,	Joe	Leone.				
	 Life	 is	 like	playing	sports.		
There	are	good	days	and	bad	
days.		So	you	have	to	learn	to	
live	with	it,	adjust	and	go	on.
	 My	 working	 career	
consists	 of	 working	 for	
Wrangler	 (Blue	 Bell)	 for	
about	20	years.	 	Part	of	 that	
time	 was	 with	 Lucchese	
Boot	 Company,	 which	 was	
owned	 by	 Wrangler	 in	 San	
Antonio,	Texas.		My	husband	
was	a	 truck	driver,	and	after	
Lucchese	 sold	 out	 I	 even	
went	 on	 the	 road	 with	 him	
and	learned	to	drive	a	big	rig.		
My	daddy	thought	I	had	lost	
my	mind.
	 I’m	 currently	 working	
for	 Blanco	 Bowling	 Club	
in	 Blanco,	 Texas,	 as	 day	
manager.	 	 I	 will	 have	 been	
with	them	20	years	in	July.
	 I	 have	 three	 daughters.		
Two	 live	 in	Blanco	 and	 one	
lives	in	Sand	Springs,	OK.
	 I	 have	 five	 grandchildren	
and	three	great-grandchildren.		
I	don’t	get	to	come	home	very	
often,	 since	 my	 mom	 and	
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BIG FIVE 
CONDUCTS AREA SURVEY

Big Five Community Services Head Start program 
is conducting a survey to determine the number of 
eligible children ages 0-5 years in the Big Five area 
May –July .

A Community Assessment will be completed to 
gather information on the needs of the families in 
the surrounding area.

Big Five staff in Bryan, Carter, Coal, Love and Pon-
totoc counties will canvass the area door to door in 
order to reach as many families as possible.

The cooperation of the public will be appreciated 
so that the information may be gathered and the 
services of the Big Five Head Start program can 
provide for young children and families.

For more information about the survey call 
Big Five Community Services at 
1-580-924-7404 or 580-332-8233

Coalgate Schools Summer Food
Service Program

June 1st to July 10th, 2015
Coalgate School Lunchroom
Breakfast Served 8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
Lunch Served 11:30 - 12:30

(No meals served on July 3, 2015)

                McAlester Stockyards 
Market Report

THANKS FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Tuesday, May 5, 2015 1870 cattle. Steers $2 to $8 Lower. 
Heifers $3 to $8 Lower. “And He was preaching in their 
synagogues throughout Galilee, and casting out demons.” 
(Mark 1:39)

310 Cows & Bulls sold at the evening sale.
    PACKER COWS $2 tO $5 lOWER And B ullS $3 highER               
             high yielding packer bulls sold from .....................$151  to $160    
            Average yielding packer bulls sold from................$146  to $149            
            low yielding packer bulls sold from......................$137  to $141
            high yielding packer cows sold from.....................$116  to $123
            Average yielding packer cows sold from...............$112   to $119
            low yielding packer cows sold from .....................$106  to $113

Sale Every tuesday
Stocker & feeder cattle begin at 10 a.m.Cows and Bulls tuesday evening, 6 pm

               Weight Range                    #1 Steers                       #1 heifers
         225 to 300#  $385 to $450         $312 to $333 
         300 to 350#                 $345 to $352                    $291 to $310
         350 to 400#                 $315 to $330                    $286 to $305
         400 to 450#                 $293 to $310                    $260 to $273
         450 to 500#                 $280 to $292                    $247 to $265
         500 to 550#                 $264 to $277                    $230 to $241      
         550 to 600#                 $255 to $267                    $225 to $236
         600 to 700#                 $221 to $256                    $224 to $229       
                 700 to 750#  $217 to $230         $200 to $215
         800 to 850#                 $195 to $216                    $193 to $203

OPEn 7 dAyS/WEEK & 24 hOuRS/dAy 
2 RECEiVE & CARE FOR yOuR liVEStOCK inVEStMEnt!

Julie Grant            Offfice: 918-423-2834            Laura Sherrill
lindsey grant
918-421-9057
918-548-3478

Richard Magby
580-889-6049
580-889-1329

george tarr
918-423-4498
918-424-1464

donny Shadwick
918-649-4750
918-655-7754

would like to invite you to join them in worship
580-258-8856 or 580-927-2267

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(Corner of Newell & Queen)

Meeting Each Sunday
at 11:00 a.m.=

Thank You
    The Hurley Manor Volunteers would like 
to thank all those who either provided, pur-
chased, or helped in other ways with the 
Spring Bake Sale.
   Again thank you for all your support.

dad	are	both	gone.	 	I	have	a	
brother	in	Coalgate,	a	brother	
in	Union	Valley,	and	a	brother	
and	sister	in	Oklahoma	City.	
 Leona Franklin Linton 
(by	Kay	Yarbrough,	niece) — 
Leona	would	be	honored	on	
being	selected	to	the	Coalgate	
Hall	of	Fame.  She	had	fond	
memories	 of	 her	 team	 and	
coach	 and	 was	 proud	 when	
they	made	the	state	playoffs.
	 Coach	 Leone	 was	 a	 great	
inspiration	to	Leona	and	later	
real	 good	 friends	 with	 her	
family.
	 Leona	 was	 a	 teacher	 at	
Coalgate	 Schools	 until	 her	
death	 and	 she	 gave	 her	 all	
to	teaching	as	she	did	to	her	
sports.
	 Leona	 was	 proud	 of	 her	
children,	 Cindy,	 Cathy,	
Michelle	 and	 Michael,	 and	
her	grandchildren.
 Wilma Bonner Paxton 
—	 Being	 selected	 for	 the	
Hall	of	Fame	along	with	my	
teammates	was	a	surprise	and	
proud	moment	for	me	and	my	
family.
	 I	 have	 so	 many	 fond	
memories	 of	 playing	 high	
school	 sports.	 	 The	 most	
memorable	 one	 was	 my	
freshman	 year	 when	 our	
basketball	 team	 made	 the	
state	 playoff.	 	 One	 of	 my	
fondest	 memories	 is	 getting	
to	 play	 softball	 with	 my	
daughter	on	a	summer	league	
team.
	 I	 attended	 grade	 school	 at	
Lehigh,	 graduating	 from	 the	
8th	grade.		I	entered	Coalgate	
as	a	freshman	and	had	never	
played	 organized	 sports	
before.		Coming	from	a	small	
school	 that	 never	 played	
organized	sports,	 I	knew	the	
challenges	 for	 me	 to	 play	
were	 many,	 but	 I	 knew	 I	
wanted	to	play	ball.
	 Coach	Leone	was	not	only	
my	coach	but	sort	of	a	mentor	
to	me.		Coming	from	Lehigh	
and	 never	 having	 played	
organized	 sports	 he	 saw	 the	
ability	in	me	and	gave	me	the	
opportunity	to	play.		I	always	
respected	him	for	that	and	for	
the	 fact	 he	 was	 just	 a	 good	
person.
	 	 I	 always	 loved	 the	
competitiveness	 of	 sports	
and	would	 give	 it	 all	 I	 had.		
I	 have	 carried	 that	 over	 in	
my	 life	 and	 try	 to	 do	 my	
very	best	at	everything	I	do.		
My	 family	 and	 I	 have	 been	
lifelong	Wildcat	fans.		I	have	
had	 three	 generations	of	my	
family	attend	Coalgate	Public	
Schools	and	play	sports.	
	 I	have	worked	at	Coalgate	
Public	 Schools	 for	 almost	
20	 years	 as	 a	 janitor	 and	
lunchroom	worker.		
	 My	 husband,	 William	
Clyde	and	I	have	a	daughter,	
Alice	 Crowley	 and	 husband	
Paul	of	Atoka;	two	grandsons,	
Damon	Eden	and	wife	Lacy,	
and	 Hunter	 Crowley;	 and	
two	 great-granddaughters,	
London	 and	 Jentry	 Eden.	 	 I	
enjoy	spending	time	with	my	
kids	 as	 they	are	my	greatest	
treasures	in	life.		
	 I	 am	 a	member	 of	 Lehigh	
Baptist	 Church	 and	 enjoy	
going	to	church	and	spending	
my	 time	 doing	 church	
activities.	
 Beverly Rogers Samuels 
(by	Roger	Samuels,	husband;	
Janet	 Boswell-Webster,	
daughter;	and	Rick	Boswell,	
son) — Beverly	 had	 many	
fond	 memories	 about	 the	
1958	 state	 team.	 	 The	 team	
coach	was	Joe	Leone.		He	did	
a	 very	 good	 job,	 especially	
since	 they	 could	 only	
practice	 one	 hour	 a	 day	 due	

1958 — a year to remember!
—Girls basketball team named to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame
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	 They	 weren’t	 tall	 or	
particularly	 fast,	 but	 they	
were	 “in	 your	 face”	 at	 all	
times!
	 Beverly	had	some	big	shoes	
to	 fill.	 	 Her	 sister,	 Norma	
Rogers	Corsini,	was	 also	 an	
outstanding	basketball	player	
at	 Coalgate	 High	 School.		
Her	niece,	Gina	Corsini,	who	
is	 also	 being	 named	 in	 the	
Hall	 of	 Fame	 this	 year,	was	
an	exceptionally	outstanding	
athlete	for	Coalgate.
	 Beverly	 instilled	 the	 same	
competiveness	 in	 her	 three	
children,	 Janet,	 Rick	 and	
Kevin.		Janet	and	Rick	were	
both	 named	 Outstanding	
Athletes	their	senior	year.
	 Beverly	was	very	proud	of	
her	 four	 grandchildren	 and	
they	knew	they	were	loved.
	 She	 had	 three	 passions	 in	
her	life:		Kids,	grandkids	and	
Longaberger	baskets.
	 Beverly	worked	at	Boeing	
Aircraft	 in	Wichita,	 KS,	 for	
thirty-two	 years.	 	 She	 gave	
them	her	very	best	every	day	
and	 rarely	 missed	 a	 day	 of	
work.		You	could	bet	she	was	
very	sick,	or	her	kids	were,	or	
she	 would	 have	 been	 there.		
She	retired	in	1999.
	 Beverly	 is	 now	 in	 heaven	
with	 two	 of	 her	 sons,	 Terry	
Rae,	 who	 was	 stillborn	 in	
1964,	and	Kevin	Eugene	who	
went	to	heaven	in	2007	at	the	
age	of	37	after	a	short	illness.		
He	had	spent	14	years	in	the	
Air	Force.
	 Beverly	 had	 a	 massive	
stroke	on	Father’s	Day,	June	
17,	 2012.	 	 God	 must	 have	
needed	another	angel	to	help	
him	because	she	was	such	a	
beautiful	 soul	 and	 her	 time	
here	 on	 earth	was	much	 too	
short!		
	 She	 would	 have	 been	 so	
proud	 having	 had	 her	 team	
honored	 and	 would	 have	
loved	 getting	 together	 with	
them	 and	 laughing.	 	Mom’s	
smile	 and	 laugh	 were	 so	
contagious	and	beautiful.
 Charlene Standridge 
Tate —	Greetings,	my	name	
is	Charlene	Standridge	Tate.		
I	 was	 raised	 in	 Coalgate	 by	
my	 parents,	 Jim	 and	 Lillie	
Standridge.
	 I	 went	 to	 Emerson	
Elementary	 School	 and	
Coalgate	High	School	where	
I	graduated	in	1960.	
	 While	 I	 had	 several	
outstanding	 teachers,	 Joe	
Leone	 was	 one	 of	 those	
teachers.	 	 He	 was	 our	 girls	
basketball	coach.		That	year,	
1958,	 we	 had	 a	 great	 girls	
team.	 	 Because	 of	 Coach	
Leone’s	 coaching	 and	 our	
team	 effort,	 we	 made	 it	
to	 the	 state	 tournament.		
Unfortunately,	we	lost	to	the	
team,	Cordell,	which	won	the	
state	championship!		It	was	a	
great	experience	to	go	to	state	
and	a	great	honor.
	 Many	 years	 later,	 I	 am	
married	 and	 have	 two	
wonderful	 daughters,	 four	
grandsons	 and	 two	 great-
granddaughters.	 	 I	 am	 so	
thankful	 to	 God	 for	 He	 has	
guided	 and	 watched	 over	
my	life	as	we	have	trusted	in	
Him.
	 Now,	 as	 a	 retired	 teacher	
from	 public	 schools	 and	
private	 schools,	 I	 am	 able	
to	 enjoy	 our	 youngest	
grandsons	every	day	in	Tulsa.		
However,	I	will	never	forget	
the	 wonderful	 memories	
of	 growing	 up	 in	 Coalgate.		
It	 was	 the	 time	 of	 “Happy	
Days”	in	the	‘50s	and	‘60s.
 Melva Ward Thomas — 
Going	 to	 state	 was	 one	 of	
my	 fondest	 memories	 from	

high	school.	 	 I	am	so	happy	
to	 share	 this	 honor	with	my	
teammates.	 	 It	 is	 definitely	
an	exciting	recognition	for	us	
all.	
	 I	 will	 never	 forget	 how	
much	 fun	 I	 had	 playing	
basketball	 and	 softball	 and	
cheering	 in	 high	 school.		
Being	 a	 high	 school	 athlete	
taught	 me	 how	 to	 be	
dedicated,	a	team	player	and	
disciplined…characteristics	
I	 have	 continued	 to	 practice	
throughout	 my	 life.	 	 I	
remember	 we	 only	 had	 one	
hour	a	day	to	practice,	and	we	
made	 that	 hour	worth	 every	
minute.	 	 I	believe	 that	made	
us	stronger	as	a	team	and	as	
individuals.
		 My	 brother	 Burney,	 was	
who	 I	 considered	 to	 be	 my	
hero.		He	was	an	outstanding	
Coalgate	 athlete	 in	 track,	
football,	 basketball	 and	
baseball.	 	 He	 was	 tough	
mentally	 and	 physically.	 	 I	
remember	 him	 scoring	 43	
points	 in	 a	 basketball	 game.		
He	was	definitely	someone	I	
looked	up	to	and	admired	so	
much.	
	 Gladys	Cauthron	Whetstine	
and	 Wilma	 McDaniel	 were	
teachers	 and	 mentors	 of	
mine	 in	 high	 school.	 	 They	
were	both	so	supportive	both	
in	 our	 schoolwork	 and	 our	
sports	teams.	 	I	won’t	forget	
the	 kindness	 they	 showed	
me.	
	 Being	a	high	school	athlete,	
I	have	been	able	to	teach	my	
children	 and	 grandchildren	
the	 importance	 of	 never	
giving	 up.	 	 I	 have	 used	 my	
experiences	to	guide	them	as	
athletes	and	in	life.	
	 My	 husband,	 Bob,	 and	
I	 have	 four	 children,	 nine	
grandchildren	 (four	 boys	
and	five	girls)	and	one	great-
granddaughter.	 	 I	 have	 lived	
my	 entire	 life	 in	 Coalgate	
and	have	 loved	watching	all	
of	them	play	sports	and	grow	
up.	 	 I	 am	 still	 active	 in	 my	
community,	 especially	 with	
the	local	4-H	chapter.		I	love	
watching	 OSU	 sports,	 Saint	
Louis	Cardinals	baseball	and	
OKC	Thunder.		
 Linda Swoveland West — 
I	am	thrilled	and	honored	to	
be	a	member	of	the	basketball	
team	 that	 was	 selected	 for	
the	 Coalgate	 Athletic	 Hall	
of	 Fame	 and	 am	 extremely	
proud	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of	 this	
group.	
	 My	 family	 moved	 to	
Coalgate	 in	 1950	 when	 my	
dad	 began	 drilling	 the	 Coal	
Oil	and	Gas	Co.	oil	field	west	
of	 town.	 	 Daddy	 had	 been	
here	awhile	before	we	moved	
from	 Natchez,	 Mississippi.		
When	we	pulled	into	town	the	
first	day,	he	said,	“I’m	going	
to	take	you	to	eat	where	there	
are	bicycles	hanging	from	the	
ceiling.”		Of	course,	that	was	
Hudson’s	Big	Country	Store,	
and	that	was	my	introduction	
to	Coalgate.		The	‘50s	was	a	
great	time	to	be
growing	up	in	Coalgate	—	it	
was	a	time	of	unlocked	doors,	
slumber	 parties,	 Saturday	
Night	 Preview,	 Teen	 Town,	
American	Bandstand,	and,	of	
course,	basketball.
	 We	 began	 playing	
basketball	 in	 7th	 and	 8th	
grade	 gym	 classes,	 and	 I	
loved	 it	 from	 the	 very	 first	
day,	 especially	 playing	
defense.	 	 As	 a	 freshman,	 it	
was	exciting	just	to	receive	a	
suit	and	get	to	travel	with	the	
team.
	 Of	course,	the	most	exciting	
time	was	our	run	for	the	1958	
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Loans come in all different sizes, but our
commitment to Shamrock Bank loan customers        
is always the same.  Whatever your loan needs
might be, we’re committed to giving you our

very best effort.

CHS ALUMNI/ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
TICKET DRIVE BEGINS!

  The 2015 Alumni/Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet ticket drive 
will start on Monday, April 20.  The banquet will take place 
on Saturday, May 23, beginning at 5:00 p.m., at the Fair 
Barn.  This year’s banquet will combine the alumni and HOF 
together and is certain to be quite a treat for all former Wild-
cats.
   The tickets will all be sold out of the Coalgate High School 
superintendent’s office at $20 each.  We encourage you to 
stop by and purchase your tickets.  If you are paying by 
check, please make it out to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame.  
To order your tickets by mail, send to:
Coalgate HS, Superintendent’s Office, PO Box 368, Coal-
gate, OK 74538
    We ask that you purchase your tickets by May 13 in order 
that we can have a head count for the caterer.  You may still 
buy tickets after that date; but if you wait to purchase on the 
night of the banquet, we can not guarantee that a ribeye 
steak will be available.
   The banquet is supported by contributions to the Hall of 
Fame, and we ask that you consider making a donation.  This 
is a tax deductible donation; and for every $50 donation you 
will receive one ticket to the banquet. 
  The 2015 Hall of Fame class consists of Dr. Joe Leone 
1950, Roger Samuels 1954, Phillip Cody 1969, Jeff Mixon 
1971, Gina Corsini 1976, and the 1957-58 girls basketball 
team.
   If you have any questions, you may call these members of 
the HOF selection committee: Steve Hudson 817-228-7627, 
Trent Bourland 405-406-8635, Melva Thomas 580-927-0736, 
or Bill Wilson 580-927-5298.

Centrahoma Cemetery Association 

May 24th ~ 12 noon
Centrahoma Community Building

Sponsored by Centrahoma Cemetery Association

Annual
Memorial Day Reunion

CENTRAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL

REUNION
SATURDAY

 MAY 23, 2015
(Memorial Weekend)

                 10:00 am till ?

CENTRAHOMA COMMUNITY BUILDING

Cairo Cemetery Association
Annual Membership Meeting and Memoril Service

May 23, 2015 starting at 11:00 a.m
Cemetery Shelter

Membership Dues and donations will be accepted or send to Cai-
ro Cemetery Association Route 1 Box 680 Coalgate, Ok. 74538

Bring Pot Luck
Drinks and paper products will be furnished by the Association.

See you there

Class	A	state	tournament.		At	
this	 time,	 the	 tournaments	

1958 — a year to remember!
—Girls basketball team named to Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame

Continued	from	Page	A-12 were	 single	 elimination;	 if	
you	lost,	you	went	home.
	 The	 district	 tournament	

was	 played	 at	 Atoka.	 	 I	
remember	one	of	those	games	
in	 which	 we	 were	 losing	 by	
one	point	with	a	few	seconds	
left	 to	 play.	 	 Coach	 Leone	
knew	our	only	chance	was	to	
intentionally	 foul	 and	 hope	
the	 other	 team	 missed	 their	
first	 free	 throw,	 as	 we	 were	
shooting	one	and	one.
	 They	did	miss	the	first	shot.		
We	grabbed	 the	 rebound	and	
threw	it	the	length	of	the	court	
to	 our	 post	 forward,	 Virgie	
Lou	 Wellington,	 who	 made	
the	 basket	 to	 win	 the	 game	
as	 the	 buzzer	 sounded.	 	 The	
crowd	went	wild!
	 The	 regional	 tournament	
was	 played	 in	 Durant	 with	
the	 stands	 again	 filled	 with	
Coalgate	 fans.	 	We	won	 this	
tournament	 beating	 Milburn	
55-44;	 Blue	 55-54;	 and	 Red	
Oak	 50-45.	 	 The	 forwards	
made	 approximately	 80	
percent	 of	 their	 free	 throws,	
which	 turned	 the	 tide	 in	
each	game.	 	We	were	named	
Little	 Dixie	 Conference	
Champions.	
	 The	 town	 was	 buzzing	 as	
we	 prepared	 for	 the	 state	
tournament	 that	 was	 held	 at	
the	 Classen	 Gymnasium	 in	
OKC.		Our	suits	were	old	and	
dilapidated,	 so	 Coach	 Leone	
had	us	sell	turkey	raffle	tickets	
to	buy	new	ones.		I	think	the	
whole	 town	 of	Coalgate	was	
there.	 	 It	 had	 been	 28	 years	
since	 a	 Coalgate	 girls	 team	
had	 gone	 to	 state,	 and	 they	
did	 not	 go	 again	 for	 another	
48	years.	
	 Our	first	game	was	with	top-

seeded	Spiro,	which,	with	 a	
height	of	5’10”,	was	picked	
to	win	the	tournament.		They	
came	 to	 state	with	 a	perfect	
28-0	 season	 record	 and	 had	
only	 lost	 once	 in	 a	 two-
season	 span	 of	 53	 games.		
Coach	Leone	wisely	kept	that	
fact	to	himself.		No	one	told	
us	we	were	supposed	to	lose;	
we	 went	 to	 win,	 and	 when	
we	 did	win	with	 a	 score	 of	
40-36,	we	made	headlines	on	
the	sports	page	of	The	Daily	
Oklahoman.
	 The	 next	 game	we	 lost	 to	
Cordell,	who	went	on	to	win	
state.
	 Our	 amazing	 trip	 was	
over,	 but	 what	 a	 fun	 trip	 it	
was!		Upon	returning	home,	
we	were	 treated	 as	 heroines	
and	 given	 a	 banquet	 by	 the	
Chamber	of	Commerce.
	 I	 consider	 Dr.	 Leone	 the	
perfect	 coach	 for	 our	 team.		
He	 knew	 his	 craft	 and	
prepared	 us	 well.	 	 We	 ran	
laps,	 did	 finger	 push-ups,	
practiced	 snappy	 passing,	
etc.		During	a	game	he	would	
calmly	 tell	us	what	 to	do	 to	
correct	 a	 problem,	 and	 it	
always	worked.
	 I	 remember	 one	 night	
after	a	game	in	 the	old	rock	
gym	in	Kiowa,	he	called	me	
to	 the	 front	 of	 the	 bus	 and	
said,	 “That	 girl	 faked	 you	
out	tonight,	didn’t	she?”		He	
didn’t	have	to	say	when,	and	
I	didn’t	have	to	ask	when.		I	
knew	 exactly	 when	 he	 was	
talking	about.		He	said,	“She	
faked	 you	 with	 the	 ball;	
don’t	 watch	 the	 ball,	 watch	
her	 hips.	 	 She	 isn’t	 going	
anywhere	 until	 her	 hips	
move.”	 	 It	 worked.	 	 When	
I	 watch	 basketball	 now,	 I	
look	for	the	fundamentals	he	
taught	us.
	 I	 had	 many	 excellent	
teachers	 at	 Coalgate	 High	
School.		Some	of	them	were	
Gladys	Cauthron	Whetstine,	
who	 later	 became	 head	 of	
the	 business	 department	 of	
Tulsa	 Public	 Schools,	 Mr.	
Stutte,	who	became	head	of	
the	 University	 of	 Arkansas	

science	 department,	Millard	
Harrett,	 who	 is	 Dean	 of	
Continuing	Education	at	Tulsa	
University,	 and	 Dr.	 Leone,	
who	 became	 Chancellor	
of	 Higher	 Education,	 the	
highest	 education	 office	 in	
Oklahoma.
	 My	husband,	Robert	West,	
and	I	live	in	Jenks,	OK.		He	
retired	 from	 Cities	 Service	
Oil	 Company	 and	 I	 retired	
from	 Jenks	 Public	 Schools	
where	 I	 taught	 English	 and	
was	 media	 center	 director.		
Our	son,	Scott,	lives	in	Jenks	
with	 his	 wife	 Melonie	 and	
two	 children,	 Maura	 and	
Derrick.		He	attended	Abilene	
Christian	University	and	OU	
Dental	School.		Our	daughter,	
Robin,	 lives	 in	 Allen,	 TX,	
with	 her	 husband	 Kelley	
Schubert	 and	 son,	 Westley.		
She	 also	 attended	 Abilene	
Christian	University.
	 I	 have	 always	been	proud	
and	 thankful	 to	 have	grown	
up	in	Coalgate.		I	feel	I	had	
the	best	of	everything! 
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