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 Lowell Ellsworth Green was born October 2, 1911 in Phillipsburg, 
Missouri, the eldest of four brothers, including also Kenneth, James 
and Paul.  Unfortunately, both 
Kenneth and James died at age 
22, Kenneth in 1936 and James in 
1938 and are buried in Missouri.  
Lowell and Paul survived for 
many years, with Lowell passing 
January 14, 1992 and Paul in 1997.  
Lowell is buried in Oklahoma 
City, and Paul is buried in Beggs, 
OK.
 Both Lowell and Paul were 
veterans of WWII, Lowell in 
the Coast Guard and Paul in the 
Army. 
 In between these “vital statistics,” 
Lowell Green packed several 
lifetimes of activity.  From 1930-
35 his residence of record was 
Mounds, OK, though during this 
time he attended and graduated 
from East Central State College in 
Ada.  After graduation he began 
teaching and coaching football in 
Coalgate. 
 The previous team records of 
4-5-0 in 1935 and 4-5-1 in 1936 
were pretty mediocre under Elvan 
George (who later moved to Ada 
and had numerous winning records 
over a long and distinguished 
career).  Imagine the shock and 
the surprise when Coach Green’s impact on his teams resulted in 
drastic and immediate improvement. 
 The year 1937 was noteworthy for Lowell E. Green.  He married 
Bernice Vivian Howard, 19, of Lindsay, OK on November 26, 
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1937, and that same season his first football team racked up a 
6-1-2 record. 
 Second year results were similar, at 7-2 in 1938.  The third 
time was the charm, and though there were two ties, the 8-0-2 

record in 1939 still stands as the 
only undefeated season in school 
history. 
 Bernice joined Lowell on the 
faculty at Coalgate High School 
sometime prior to 1939. 
 Another great year followed in 
1940, as the Wildcats completed 
the season 8-2-1.  By 1941, 
though, with the sounds of War 
rumbling from overseas, Wildcat 
fortunes took a turn for the worse, 
the season record falling to 4-4-
2.  The exodus of young men 
from towns small and large all 
over the country began in earnest 
after Pearl Harbor, and this had an 
impact not only on team rosters, 
but also coaching staffs.
 After completing the school 
year in May 1942, Lowell Green 
took a leave of absence from the 
faculty at Coalgate and at age 30 
enlisted with the US Coast Guard 
on June 19, 1942. 
 The four CHS teams during 
the war years featured volunteer 
coach Bill Anderson, but with 
uneven results, including only 
one season of four having a full 

complement of 10 games.  In 1942 
the record was 2-5; in 1943 it was 2-5-2; in 1944 there was only 
one win out of the 5 played; and in 1945 the record was 2-6.
 Lowell Green was released from the Coast Guard on September 
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24, 1945, after the school 
year and season had 
already begun, and of 
course he took some time 
for rest and relaxation.  
By the next school year 
though, he was reinstated 
to his teaching and 
coaching duties - Coach 
Green was back in 
harness, and the results 
were immediate. 
 The year 1946 was a 
big year for the Green 
family, as daughter 
Martha Ellen was born 
the 12th of November, and 
the football season saw a 
return to the Wildcat’s 
winning ways – the record 
was 7-3. 
 That year was followed 
up with a 6-3 season in 
’47. 
 At this point I am 
going to quote from “A 
Conversation with Ernest 
Paul Fanning” that I had 
in 2014, so I’m going 
to let E.P. do the talking 
about Coach Lowell 
Green.  He was there – 
he experienced it, and he 
told it better than I ever 
could.
 “Coach Lowell Green 
resigned as football 
coach when the war 
started and entered the 
Coast Guard, so during 
the war we had Bill 
Anderson as a volunteer 
coach.  He knew a little 
about football, but he was 
an insurance salesman.  
Anderson was coach 
during my freshman year, 
and I started at right guard 
at 128 pounds, and the 
fastest man on the team.  
  “Coach Green returned 
from the war for the 1946 
season.  It’s a good thing 
he was a veteran himself, 
since after the war there 
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GREEN REUNION — This photo was taken at the Coalgate football field during a reunion with many of Lowell Green’s former students and football players shortly 
after Green retired from OKDHS Field Operations.  From left (front row)  - Jim Carter, tackle, 1939 & 1940, Sand Springs; Vernon Lacy, tackle, 1941, Ojai, CA; 
Ernest (Red) Tarron, guard, 1946, Coalgate; Jimmie Porter, center, 1946, Kansas City, MO; Coach Lowell Green, Marlow, OK; Paul Sandmann, end, 1946, Ada; 
Dan Droke, end, 1946, Coalgate; Leroy Franklin, fullback, 1946 & 1947, Lehigh; Arvard McLellan, fullback, 1940 & 1941, Coalgate; (2nd row) - Billy Castle Hudson, 
center, 1946, Coalgate; Daryl Bones, end, 1937 & 1938, Lindale, TX; Johnny Edwards, end, 1941, Coalgate; Bill Ward, end, 1947, Coalgate; Charles Sandmann, 
guard, 1946, Oklahoma City; Bill Pasquali, end, 1941, Coalgate; Gerald Vegher, halfback, 1938, Antlers; Clovis Burden, halfback, 1946, McAlester; (3rd row) - Eu-
gene Lee, guard, 1946 & 1947, Coalgate; Jack Pope, guard,1946, Tucson, AZ; Bob Whittle, halfback, 1939 & 1940, Atoka; John Richard Vietta, halfback, 1947, 
Durant; Gene Ferrero, halfback, 1947, Coalgate; Nick Lolli, halfback, 1947, Coalgate; Bill Powers, guard, halfback, 1938, 1939, 1940, Apopka, FL; James Alton 
Casey, halfback, 1937, Longmont, CO; (4th row) - Jim Ruffini, guard, 1939, Cuyahoga Falls, OH; 
Frank Whitt, halfback, 1937, 1938, 1939, Coalgate; Louis Ghigo, tackle, 1938, 1939, Coalgate; 
Raymond Ceriotti, guard, 1937, Wapiti, WY; Roy Ford, guard, 1937, 1938, 1939, Duncan; Pat 
Hall, tackle, 1940, 1941, Normal, IL; Bobby Andrews, tackle, 1946, Midwest City; Shem Garvis 
Martin, tackle, halfback, 1937, 1938, Antlers; (5th row) - Tony Corsini, halfback, 1947, Coalgate; 
Bill Avanzini, end, 1946, 1947, Coalgate; Bill Timmons, end, 1946, Lewisville, TX; Jerry Fowler, 
center, 1947, Dallas, TX; Jim Anderson, guard, 1946, Coalgate; Raymond Pratt, end, 1946, 1947, 
Norman; Jess Leroy Magness, guard,1939, 1940, Clarita; Ernest Paul Fanning, halfback, 1946, 
1947, Coalgate; (6th row) - Spec Gammon, quarterback, 1937, 1938, 1939, College Station, TX; 
Vernon Williams, end, 1937, 1938, 1939, Ada; Rufus Ott, guard, 1940, 1941, Escondido, CA; 
Harold Jones, tackle, 1939, Bakersfield, CA; Harold Hudson, tackle, 1940, 1941, Coalgate; Emile 
Delsigne, end, 1941, Choctaw; John Graves, tackle, 1946, Dumas, TX.  Not pictured - Charles 
Carson, center, 1937, 1938, San Antonio, TX; Jack Ruffini, tackle, 1937, 1938, Coalgate; Joe 
Pasquali, end, 1940, Coalgate.

Continued from Front Page were lots of veterans who 
returned to graduate, and 
you think it wasn’t tough 
on a sophomore running 
back to go up against 19- 
and 20-year-old Veterans?  
It took someone like 
Coach Green to know 
how to handle those 
guys.  
 “Coach Green was one 
of the most influential 
men in my life growing 
up.  I didn’t much like him 
then, but looking back on 
it there’s no doubt he was 
one of my mentors.  That 
guy was never satisfied, 
whatever we did.  If we 
ran around a defender, he 
would ask, “Why didn’t 
you just run over him?” 
but if you ran over him, he 
would ask, “Why didn’t 
you go around him?”  
Never satisfied, and he 
would use a board.
 “Coach Green 
emphasized the 
fundamentals: blocking, 
tackling and being in 
shape.  We ran a single 
wing, double wing and 
short punt formation, 
with a halfback, 
fullback, quarterback and 
wingback - it’s a little 
different from today, but 
the fundamentals are the 
same.  
 “We didn’t have a lot 
of plays, but we did pass 
some to the ends, mainly 
crossing patterns.  Coach 
Green believed that if you 
ran the plays correctly 
you wouldn’t need a lot of 
plays.  Tony Smith called 
the plays, and he was the 
smartest quarterback, 
ever.  I was the halfback 
and handled the ball on 
most plays.  Our base 
defense was a 4-3, where I 
played middle linebacker, 
and our goal-line defense 

was a 9-2.
 “Our equipment was 
not like today.  I would 
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go through three of those 
old pasteboard helmets 
(leather) about every year.  
No facemasks back then, 
either.  Freshmen had to 
furnish their own shoes, 
so I had Sam Batchelor 
put some cleats on an old 
pair of my work shoes.  
Later, the school would 
buy some shoes, all “high 
tops,” and we had both 
purple and white jerseys, 
but that was about it.  
Considering all that, we 
didn’t seem to have many 
knee and ankle problems 
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Continued from Page B-1 like they do now.
 “Our playing field was 
dirt.  Players today would 
be surprised at what we 
played on.  Back then, we 
had a rodeo every summer 
on the football field, so in 
June they would plow up 
the field for the rodeo.  
Players learned to use 
it – sometimes a little 
dirt found its way into 
the eyes of an opponent.  
They stopped the rodeo 
in about 1956 or so. 
 “One time we played 
Holdenville the year 
they won State, and I 

was across from a big 
ol’ Indian kid.  Couldn’t 
move him, no matter 
how hard I tried.  After 
the game he looked me 
up and complimented 
me on how hard I hit.  
We played a lot of 
teams bigger than us 
like Holdenville, Atoka, 
Tishomingo, Idabel and 
Broken Bow, who we 
tied 18-18 but we won on 
penetrations.  That year 
we got in the playoffs but 
lost to Wewoka 12-6. 
 “Another time we 
were playing Lindsay, 
and it was cold, wet 
and miserable, but we 
were beating the tar out 
of them, 36-0.  Coach 
Green pulled the first 
team and we about froze 
to death and everybody 
was cussing and acting 
up.  The next practice 
we all had to run 25 laps 
because of attitude. 
 “We had bed checks 
during the season, and 
Coach Green rode a 
bike around town every 
night checking up on 
us.  If we weren’t where 
we were supposed to 
be, we would run laps.  
I swear he had eyes in 
the back of his head.  
Coach Green caught 
me smoking once, and 
kicked me off the team.  
So, I started packing to 
move to Byers, but he 
found out and came after 
me.  I could come back 
to the team, and I could 
smoke all the cigarettes 
I wanted, but he would 
“run the cigarettes out 
of me.”  Ran many a 
mile because of that, but 
I wish I had listened: it 
would have been better 
for my health.”
 Good stuff from E. 
P. Fanning.  He died 
February 9, 2015, and I’m 
positive the community 
misses him.  I surely do.
 At some point in 1947 
Coach Lowell Green 
resigned from Coalgate 
High School and he 
and Bernice moved to 
Marlow, OK.  
 Not too long after this, 
Lowell Green became 
associated with state 
agencies that were tasked 
with helping educate 
certain individuals 
who are handicapped, 
particularly as related 
to the vocational 
rehabilitation of those 
handicapped Oklahoma 
citizens.  By this time, 
and for those paying 
attention, it should be 
abundantly clear that, 
while Lowell Green was 
one tough individual, 
and projected strength 
and competency in 
everything he did, the 
man had a heart as big 
as, well, I would say 
Montana, but Oklahoma 
fits better. 
 Another significant 
event in the lives of 
Lowell and Bernice Green 
occurred December 11, 

1949, when their second 
child, son Barton Lowell 
Green was born in 
Oklahoma City. 
 Lowell Green 
eventually worked his 
way to near the top of the 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
agency in Oklahoma, 
but events would occur 
that would change not 
only the management of 
the agency, but also his 
career. 
 On March 14, 1968, 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
was closed as a separate 
agency and transferred 
to the Department of 
Public Welfare (now the 
Department of Human 
Services) by a law signed 
by Governor Dewey 
Bartlett.  This was done 
primarily for funding 
and revenue reasons, but 
was not at all popular to 
those within the ranks of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, 
which they saw as an 
“educational” agency, 
as opposed to being 
lumped in with the 
“Welfare” Department.  
However, Lowell Green’s 
positive leadership was 
instrumental in fostering 
a smooth working 
relationship between 
“VR” and “DPW.”
 In March 1969, 
under the direction of 
now Administrative 
Assistant Lowell E. 
Green, the Division of 
Rehabilitative and Visual 
Services launched a 
three-year research and 

demonstration project to 
find ways of providing 
rehabilitation services 
and locating jobs for 
eligible public assistance 
clients. 
 On October 15-18, 
1974, Lowell E. Green, 
Administrative Assistant 
for the Department of 
Institutions, Social and 
Rehabilitative Services 
(now Department of 
Human Services), 
began a one-year term 
as president of the 
National Rehabilitation 
Association (NRA) 
during the organization’s 
national conference in 
Los Vegas, Nevada. 
 On June 10, 1978 
Lowell’s beloved spouse, 
life partner and mother of 
their two children died in 
Oklahoma City.  She is 
buried where he would 
eventually join her, at 
Spring Creek Memorial 
Cemetery. 
 In October 1980, 
Lowell Green became 
acting Supervisor of the 
Bureau of Services for 
the Mentally Retarded 
and Developmentally 
Disabled.  The 
Bureau consists of the 
Division of Residential 
Treatment, Planning and 
Resources Development, 
and Evaluation and 
Placement Services. 
 On a more personal 
note, I thought I would 
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ZONES: SE
for week of MARCH 26, 2017
2x2 ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to 
download the line ads for this week at  
www.okpress.com/ocan - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 
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WANENMACHER’S
TULSA ARMS SHOW
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WORLD’S LARGEST GUN & KNIFE SHOW! 

Bring your Guns to Sell, Trade or Free Appraisal.
Tulsa Fairgrounds – Sat: 8-6; Sun: 8-4. Tell your 
Friends!

www.TulsaArmsShow.com
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Finding Senior Housing can be 
complex, but it doesn’t have to be.

(800) 257-4142

recount my only personal 
experience with Mr. 
Lowell Green.  
 Some may recall that 
I retired in 2012 after 
35 years with OKDHS, 
but early in my career I 
was struggling with the 
new role of Supervisor 
in Coal County.  Several 
issues within the office 
had me stymied, so a few 
years before he retired 
as Director of Field 
Operations he summoned 
me to State Office for a 
“come to Jesus” meeting 
with himself and Ms. 
Amanda Rognas, another 
department head in the 
Sequoyah Building. 
 To make a long story 
short, it was made crystal 
clear to me that the 
mission of the agency 
was paramount, and 
circumstances did not 
change the fact that the job 
had to be done.  Message 
received!
 After the “butt chewing” 
I so richly deserved, Mr. 
Green followed me out 
to the lobby, and said, 
“You’re from Coalgate, 
huh?”  
 “Yes, sir.”  
 “Do you happen to 
know Tony Smith?”

“Sure!  He moved 
back to Coalgate with 
his family after an Air 
Force career, I think.”  
Mr. Green said, “One of 
the best players I ever 
had.  Played quarterback 
for me after the War.” 

 A small gesture, but just 
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Continued from Page B-2 shows what a great guy 
he was, and why he will 
be so long remembered.
 Lowell E. Green retired 
December 1, 1983, as 
Assistant Director for 
Field Operations, after 
52 years of service to the 
citizens of Oklahoma, 
including the (very) able-
bodied football players 
of Coalgate High School 
and also the less fortunate 
citizens who need and 
depend on the vocational 
and rehabilitation services 
Lowell Green championed 
practically his entire adult 
life. 
 Shortly after his 
retirement from OKDHS 
Field Operations, Lowell 
Green joined many of 
his former Coalgate 
High School students 
and football players for a 
reunion of sorts, including 
the taking of a large color 
photo at the local football 
field.  It’s published in 
this week’s paper. 
 Fifty-one former players 
showed up in appreciation 
of their old coach, 
and it was altogether 
fitting and proper that 
much remembering 
and reminiscing about 
exploits on the gridiron or 
the classroom occurred.  
 Lowell E. Green, 80, 
OKC, and formerly 
of Marlow, OK, died 
January 14, 1992, after 
a prolonged illness.  He 
was buried next to his 
beloved bride, Bernice, at 
Spring Creek Memorial 
Cemetery.

 In March of 1992, 
shortly after Mr. Green’s 
death, friends and 
associates of Lowell E. 
Green developed plans 
to establish an endowed 
Human Resources 
scholarship in his 
name at East Central 
University, Ada, OK.  
He was a graduate of 
ECU and was named a 
Distinguished Alumnus 
of ECU in 1978.  The 
scholarship at his alma 
mater is for a student 
majoring in Human 
Resources, preferably 
in rehabilitation 
counseling. 
 A little known fact is 
that Lowell Green’s son, 
Barton Lowell Green, 
was also a teacher and 
football coach.  Some 
will remember he was 
on staff at Coalgate High 
School in the late ‘80s as 
assistant football coach 
with head coach Stan 
Addy. 
 After leaving Coalgate, 
Bart eventually became 
a member of the faculty 
at Okemah High School 
where he was a teacher 
and football coach at 
the time he was killed 
in an auto accident near 
Henryetta on October 8, 
2005.  He is buried near 
his mother and father at 
Spring Creek Memorial 
Cemetery.
 




