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Coalgate Record-Register

—By Steve Hudson

	 The	 first	 boys’	 team	
inducted	into	the	Coalgate	
Athletic	Hall	 of	Fame	 is	
the	1968	Wildcat	football	
team	that	led	the	state	of	
Oklahoma	 with	 the	 best	
defense	in	all	classes.
	 The	 purple	 and	 white	
stars,	led	by	Hall	of	Fame	
coach	 Donald	 Mike	
Mayer,	 finished	 with	 a	
10-1-1	 record	 losing	 in	
the	 state	 quarterfinals	 to	
Okmulgee	Dunbar	13-12.		
This	was	the	only	game	all	
season	 that	 an	 opponent	
scored	 in	 double	 digits	
and	the	defense	produced	
six	shutouts	as	well.		
	 The	 opponents	
managed	 only	 48	 points	
in	12	games,	which	is	the	
second	lowest	average	of	
points	surrendered	in	the	

THE 1968 WILDCAT FOOTBALL TEAM — From left (front) – Coach Donald Mike Mayer, Eddie Anglin, Frank Shores, Gary Wilson, Tommy 
Loudermilk, Bill Larecy, James Carl Prince;  (row 2) – Wesley Sallee, Jerry Speer, George French, Phillip Cody, James McLellan, Fred Larecy; (row 
3) – James Tekubie, Larry Casey, Steve Hudson, James Page, Wayne Blue, Billy Jim Tarron; (row 4) – Gary Vaughan, Lynn Crow, Keith Foreman, 
Dennis Sprouse, John Paul Anderson, Neil Salmon, Coach Gene Davis.
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history	of	Coalgate	High	
School.	 	 The	 1949	 team	
gave	 up	 only	 30	 points	
in	nine	games	and	had	a	
record	of	6-1-2.
	 What	a	tumultuous	year	
1968	 was	 in	 America.		
The	 Vietnam	 War	 was	
very	 unpopular,	 which	
led	 to	 many	 protests	 in	
cities	 across	 the	 nation.		
On	April	4,	Martin	Luther	
King	Jr.	was	assassinated	
in	 Memphis,	 TN,	 and	
Robert	Kennedy	suffered	
the	same	tragedy	on	June	
6	 in	 Los	 Angeles,	 CA.		
There	were	many	riots	in	
the	cities	of	America	and	
utter	chaos.		However,	in	
Coalgate,	OK,	 a	 football	
season	was	about	to	unfold	
that	would	 appeal	 to	 the	
whole	 county	 and	 there	
was	much	 excitement	 in	
the	air.

		 The	 home	 opener	
saw	 a	 strong	 Wilburton	
team	 come	 to	 town	 and	

the	 Wildcats	 survived	
a	 defensive	 battle,	
winning	 6-0	 on	 a	 23-

yard	 touchdown	 gallop	
by	a	sophomore,	the	late	
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John	Paul	Anderson.		He	
was	 pressed	 into	 duty	
when	2015	Hall	of	Famer	
Frank	Shores	was	injured	
on	the	second	play	of	the	
game.		The	defensive	star	
of	 the	night	was	 another	
sophomore,	Neil	Salmon,	
who	 intercepted	 a	 pass	
on	the	five-yard	line	with	
only	 :35	 left	 to	 preserve	
the	win.	
	 Game	2	was	at	Allen	and	
the	 Wildcats	 dominated	
by	winning	30-0	for	their	
second	 straight	 shutout.		
Frank	 Shores	 rushed	 for	
104	 yards	 and	 scored	
two	touchdowns	with	the	
Larecy	 brothers	 heading	
the	 defense	 with	 Bill	
recording	nine	 stops	and	
younger	brother	Fred	with	
seven.		QB	Eddie	Anglin	
connected	 with	 wide	
receiver	 Phillip	 Cody	
for	 the	 score	 on	 a	 five-
yard	 pass	 that	 gave	 the	
Wildcats	 a	 commanding	
lead	of	22-0.
	 Game	 3	 was	 against	
the	high-flying	Wetumka	
Chieftains	 who	 came	 to	
town	 having	 scored	 75	
points	 in	 their	 first	 two	
games.	 	 What	 resulted	
was	 a	 thrashing	 and	 the	
third	consecutive	shutout	
as	 the	 Wildcats	 won	
28-0	 and	 gained	 the	 #8	
ranking	 in	 the	 state	with	
the	win.		Shores	covered	
174	 yards	 on	 28	 carries	
for	 the	 offense	 running	
behind	 fullback	 Tommy	
Loudermilk.	 	 Tackle	
James	 Prince	 was	 the	
defensive	 star	 as	 he	 had	
10	 tackles	 and	 assisted	
on	 11	 others.	 	 Also,	
Prince	scored	the	game’s	
first	 touchdown	 when	
he	 scooped	 up	 a	 fumble	
and	scored	from	12	yards	
out.
	 Next	 up	 was	 Rivalry	
Week	 and	 the	 Atoka	
Wampus	Cats	on	the	road.		
No	 problem	 as	 the	 boys	
from	 Coal	 County	 won	
in	 convincing	 fashion	
20-6.		The	Wildcats	were	
disappointed,	 though,	
as	 they	 gave	 up	 the	 first	
points	of	the	season.		
	 Shores	 again	 led	 the	
charge	 on	 offense	 as	 he	
tallied	 117	 yards	 and	
three	 touchdowns.	 	 The	
defense	was	led	by	Steve	
Hudson	 who	 set	 up	 two	
of	 the	 touchdowns	 with	
interceptions	 and	 Billy	
Larecy	who	was	credited	
with	 eight	 tackles	
followed	 by	 Prince,	
James	 McLellan	 and	
Gary	 Vaughan	 with	 five	
each.	 	 The	 defense	 held	
Atoka	 to	 just	 27	 yards	
rushing	 and	 only	 four	
first	downs.	
	 The	Wildcats	moved	to	
5-0	 the	next	Friday	with	
a	 solid	 14-0	win	 against	
defending	 two-time	
District	 Champ	 Madill.		
This	 marked	 the	 fourth	
shutout	 of	 the	 season	
as	 Madill	 was	 held	 to	
just	 115	 yards	 of	 total	
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	 	 	 offense.	 	 Shores	 again	
gained	 100	 yards	 on	 the	
night,	 but	 the	 star	 of	 the	
game	 was	 linebacker	
Billy	Larecy.	 	He	posted	
14	unassisted	tackles	and	
was	in	on	five	more	along	
with	an	interception.		For	
his	 efforts,	 Larecy	 was	
named	 the	 Oklahoma	
City	 Times	 Lineman	 of	
the	Week	in	the	State.
	 The	 Wildcats	 hosted	
Antlers	 in	 week	 6	 and	
turned	what	was	expected	
to	be	a	competitive	game	
into	a	52-0	rout.	 	Larecy	
again	had	a	big	game	with	
14	stops,	and	sophomore	
Gary	 Vaughan	 got	 nine	
tackles	 while	 James	
Prince	 and	 younger	
brother	 Fred	 Larecy	
contributed	 eight	 each.		
Antlers	was	held	 to	only	
68	yards	of	total	offense.		
Shores	had	another	huge	
night	 tallying	 up	 261	
rushing	 yards	 and	 two	
touchdowns.
	 The	purple	clad	Wildcats	
traveled	to	Tulsa	the	next	
week	 to	 face	 a	 powerful	
Cascia	Hall	 outfit.	 	Both	
teams	 scored	 in	 the	 first	
half	with	each	converting	
the	two-point	conversion	
for	an	8-8	tie	at	the	break.		
The	 defenses	 tightened	
up	in	the	second	half	and	
punter	 Steve	 Hudson	
averaged	 a	 net	 40	 yards	
on	nine	punts	to	keep	the	
Tulsa	 school	 backed	 up	
the	whole	night.		
	 The	game	finished	in	a	
tie,	but	the	Coalgate	crew	
showed	 they	had	what	 it	
takes	as	they	stopped	the	
Commandos	twice	in	the	
red	zone	behind	the	strong	
play	of	McLellan,	Prince,	
Cody,	 Loudermilk,	
Vaughan,	 Billy	 Larecy,	
and	Jimmy	Page.
	 Week	 8	 healed	 the	
wounds	 of	 the	 tie	 as	
Coalgate	 walloped	
Valiant	 51-6	 behind	 the	
dominating	 rushing	 of	
Frank	 Shores	 who	 set	 a	
school	record	that	stands	
to	 this	 day	 with	 304	
rushing	 yards.	 	 Frank	
was	honored	by	the	Tulsa	
World	 as	 the	 Oklahoma	
Back	 of	 the	 Week.		
Bruising	fullback	Tommy	
Loudermilk	was	the	lead	
blocker,	as	he	had	been	all	
year,	 for	 Shores’	 record-
setting	 performance.	 	 In	
addition,	the	“Baby	Bull”	
rushed	 for	 68	 yards	 and	
two	touchdowns.	
	 The	 Wildcats	 stepped	
up	a	class	in	week	9	and	
traveled	to	Idabel	to	take	
on	the	Warriors	and	won	
easily	26-8.		
	 The	 Coalgate	 offense	
proved	 it	 could	 be	
versatile	 as	 QB	 Eddie	
Anglin	showed	off	his	arm	
hitting	 receivers	 Phillip	
Cody	 for	 a	 26	 yard	 TD	
and	then	to	Steve	Hudson	
for	 41	 yards.	 	 Cody	 had	
four	 receptions	 for	 50	
yards	on	the	night.
	 Week	10	arrived	and	the	
game	against	Tishomingo	
was	on	the	road	and	for	the	

district	championship.		In	
those	days,	only	one	team	
made	the	playoffs	and	the	
good	guys	were	not	to	be	
denied.	 	 The	 Wildcats	
blasted	 Tishomingo	 46-
0.	 	 Shores	 had	 another	
tremendous	 game	
rushing	 for	 231	 yards	
on	 just	 19	 carries.	 	 Fred	
Larecy	 rushed	 for	 104	
yards	 on	 eleven	 carries.		
Shores	 put	 his	 name	 in	
the	 record	 books	 again	
with	 the	 longest	 run	
from	 scrimmage	 ever	 at	
Coalgate	going	99	yards	
on	 a	 muddy	 field.	 	 The	
team	 finished	 with	 only	
the	 second	 undefeated	
team	 in	 school	 history	
going	9-0-1	to	match	the	
1939	team	that	ended	up	
8-0-2.
	 The	 stakes	 were	
now	 set	 higher	 as	 the	
Wildcats,	 ranked	 #5	 in	
the	 state,	 would	 take	
on	 #4,	 10-0	 Hartshorne	
on	 the	 road.	 	There	was	
great	 excitement	 in	
the	 air	 all	 week	 and	 an	
overflow	crowd	of	3,100	
fans	 was	 in	 attendance.		
This	night	would	belong	
to	 the	 Wildcats	 as	 they	
overwhelmed	the	Miners	
20-7.	 	The	 “Baby	Bull,”	
Mr.	Loudermilk,	was	the	
workhorse	 of	 the	 game	
toting	the	ball	28	times	for	
133	 yards	 and	 being	 the	
lead	 blocker	 for	 Shores	
to	gain	an	additional	126.		
Phillip	 Cody	 iced	 the	
game	away	in	 the	fourth	
quarter	as	he	hauled	down	
an	 18-yard	 pass	 from	
QB	 Eddie	Anglin.	 	 This	
was	 the	most	 impressive	
triumph	 in	 Coalgate’s	
rich	football	history	up	to	
that	time.
	 Week	 12	 had	 arrived	
and	the	town	was	rocking	
with	 anticipation	 as	 the	
purple	 and	 white	 gang	
was	set	to	play	Okmulgee	
Dunbar.		This	was	the	last	
year	 before	 integration	

	 	 	and	 Dunbar	 was	 the	
most	 talented	 team	 that	
a	Coalgate	team	had	ever	
faced.		
	 Coalgate	 got	 off	 to	

	 	 	

an	 electrifying	 start	 as	
Steve	 Hudson	 returned	
the	 opening	 kickoff	 65	
yards	 to	 the	 Dunbar	 33.		
However,	 the	 Dunbar	
defense	stiffened	and	took	
over	 on	 downs	 inside

	

the	 10.	 	The	 game	went

	

back	and	forth	before	the

	

Tigers	scored	on	the	last

	

play	 of	 the	 first	 half	 as

	

QB	Walter	Lawrence	hit

	

Jerry	Lewis	for	28	yards	
and	the	TD.
	 Stunned	 by	 the	 score,	
the	 Wildcat	 defense,	
which	had	been	stellar	all	
year,	 gave	 up	 a	 62-yard	
romp	to	tailback	Clarence	
James	 on	 the	 first	 play	
of	 the	 second	half.	 	The	
Wildcats’	 backs	were	 to	
the	wall;	but	as	they	had	
displayed	 all	 year,	 the	
purple	rallied	back.	
	 Okmulgee	fumbled	and	
DT	Jimmy	Page	scooped	
up	 the	 loose	 ball	 and	
ran	65	yards	that	cut	the	
lead	 to	 13-6.	 	Then	 late	
in	 the	game	and	Dunbar	
punting	 from	 their	 end	
zone,	 Phillip	 Cody	 was	
able	 to	 tackle	 the	punter	
on	 the	 Tigers’	 three-
yard	 line.	 	Eddie	Anglin	
scored	 on	 a	 two-yard	
run	 to	 cut	 the	 deficit	 to	
13-12.		The	reliable	two-
point	conversion	attempt	
for	Coalgate	was	stopped	
just	 short	of	 the	goal	by	
inches.	
	 Coach	 Mayer	 said,	
“We	 ran	 our	 best	 back,	
Shores,	 behind	 our	 best	
linemen	in	Cody,	Prince,	
and	Larecy	and	it	failed.		
What	 more	 could	 we	
do?”
		 Hudson	 and	 Page	
led	 the	 defense	 with	
eleven	 tackles	 each	
while	Anglin	 chipped	 in	
with	 eight	 more	 stops.		
In	 addition,	 defensive	
back	 Neil	 Salmon	 was	
credited	 with	 seven	
pass	 incompletions.		
Center	 Jerry	 Speer	 was	
recognized	 by	 Coach	
Mayer	for	never	having	a	
fumble	exchange	or	a	bad	
snap	 to	 Wildcat	 punter	
Hudson	in	12	games.
	 Following	 are	 several	
quotes	from	members	of	
the	football	team	as	they	
harkened	 back	 to	 those	
glory	days	of	1968.
 2015 Hall of Famer 
Phillip Cody: “There	
have	 been	 some	
outstanding	 teams	 in	
Coalgate’s	history	and	the	
1968	 football	 team	 was	
certainly	one	of	the	best.		
As	 good	 as	 the	 offense	
was,	 the	 team	was	 even	
better	 on	 defense,	 as	 it	
led	the	state	in	all	classes	
in	opponents	scoring.		In	
twelve	 games	 this	 team	
posted	 six	 shutouts,	
allowing	 five	 teams	 to	
score	once	and	had	only	
one	 team,	 Okmulgee	
Dunbar,	 to	 score	 twice	
against	 us.	 	 There	
wasn’t	 a	 weak	 link	 on	
defense,	but	it	was	led	by	
Billy	 Larecy	 at	 middle	
linebacker.	 	 The	 D-line	
had	Tommy	Loudermilk,	
James	 Carl	 Prince,	 and	
Gary	Vaughan	who	were	
outstanding.	
	 “What	I	loved	the	most	
about	our	team	were	the	
guys	that	played	on	it	and	
the	 men	 who	 coached	
us.		No	doubt	there	were	
players	on	 the	 team	 that	
were	 better	 than	 others,	
yet	 it’s	 hard	 for	 me	 to	
pay	 special	 recognition	
to	 any	 individuals,	 as	

every	player	on	 it	could	
be	counted	on	to	perform	
his	 very	 best	 and	 each	
player	was	 respected	by	
his	 teammates.	 	 Coach	
Mayer	and	Coach	Davis	
pushed	 us	 to	 our	 limits,	
making	us	accountable	to	
each	other	and	ultimately	
creating	 a	 chemistry	
within	 us,	 like	 no	 team	
that	I	ever	played	on.
	 “I	do	 think	 there	were	
a	couple	of	guys	on	this	
team	 that	may	 have	 not	
received	 the	 recognition	
that	 they	 deserved	 and	
that	was	our	quarterback,	
Eddie	Anglin,	and	Steve	
Hudson,	 who	 played	
both	 ways	 and	 could	
have	 been	 a	 Division	 I	
punter	 if	 he	 hadn’t	 had	
a	 serious	 knee	 injury.		
With	 guys	 like	 Shores	
and	 Loudermilk	 to	 run	
the	 ball	 behind	 a	 great	
line	that	was	anchored	by	
James	Prince,	we	didn’t	
throw	 it	 very	much,	but	
Eddie	 could	 throw	 and	
run	 it	 and	 was	 a	 great	
team	leader.
	 “Nearly	fifty	years	later	
there	 are	 few	 days	 that	
pass	that	I	don’t	think	of	
this	 team	 or	 one	 of	 my	
teammates	 that	 played	
on	 it.	 	 I	 feel	honored	 to	
have	 played	 for	 Coach	
Mayer	and	Coach	Davis	
and	 I’m	 very	 grateful	
that	the	fans	of	Coalgate	
picked	 this	 team	 to	 be	
recognized	 and	 placed	
into	the	Hall	of	Fame.”
 2016 Hall of Famer 
Frank Shores:	 “That	
team	 was	 one	 of	 the	
best	 memories	 of	 my	
life.	 	 This	 was	 a	 total	
team	 effort	 and	 I	 was	
just	 the	 benefactor	 of	 a	
tremendous	 offensive	
line	 and	 backfield	
teammates	 that	 made	
my	 job	 easy.	 	 I	 have	
the	 greatest	 respect	 for	
Coaches	 Donald	 Mike	
Mayer	 and	 Gene	 Davis	
for	 their	 leadership	 in	
guiding	 us	 to	 such	 a	
successful	season.”
 Tackle James Carl 
Prince:	 “It	 is	 a	 great	
honor	 for	 us	 to	 be	
recognized	 for	 that	
tremendous	 season.	 	 It	
was	 a	 total	 team	 effort	
and	I	was	glad	to	be	a	part	
of	it.		I	know	there	have	
been	 many	 great	 teams	
at	 Coalgate	 and	 I	 want	
to	wish	others	 the	 same	
honor	 to	 be	 bestowed	
upon	 them	 someday	 as	
what	 has	 happened	 for	
us.”	
 Fullback Tommy 
Loudermilk: “Wow!		
What	 a	 great	 honor	 and	
a	lot	of	good	teammates	
made	 this	 happen.	 	 We	
had	 two	 great	 coaches	
in	Mayer	and	Davis	and	
they	 prepared	 us	 each	
week.		I	am	just	so	glad	
that	 I	was	a	part	of	 that	
great	team.”
 Tackle James 
McLellan: “It	was	about	
time	and	I	don’t	mean	to	
sound	 conceited.	 	 No,	 I	
was	 really	 thrilled	 that	
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we	were	 honored	 as	 the	
first	 football	 team	 to	
be	 inducted.	 	 I	 wish	 I	
would	have	worked	even	
harder,	 but	 it	must	 have	
been	 pretty	 good	 as	 we	
won	 10	 games	 and	 lost	
only	 the	 last	 game	 by	
one	 point	 to	 Okmulgee	
Dunbar	on	their	field.”
 Tackle Jimmy Page: 
“We	 never	 thought	 we	
were	 that	 good;	 we	
thought	 we	 had	 to	 be	
better.	 	 The	 sled	 was	
lighter	 when	 Coach	
Davis	 was	 not	 on	 it	
and	 he	 was	 a	 true	 drill	
sergeant	to	go	along	with	
his	military	background.		
Also,	 no	 one	 ever	 cut	
short	 their	 trip	 to	 the	
north	pole.		That	pole	on	
the	north	end	of	the	field	
was	 where	 we	 started	
many	 laps	 around	 the	
field	 and	 helped	 us	 win	
our	 games	 as	 we	 were	
better	 conditioned	 than	
our	opponents.”
 Middle Linebacker 
Bill Larecy: “The	game	
of	 football	 teaches	 us	 a	
lot	 about	 life	 when	 we	
are	 young	 and	 easy	 to	
impress.	 	 The	 lessons	
I	 learned	 in	 football	 at	
Coalgate	HS	were	to	work	
hard,	 play	 to	 win	 and	
support	your	teammates.		
In	 my	 professional	
work,	these	lessons	have	
carried	me	a	long	way	in	
a	very	successful	career.		
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	 	 	 My	 sincere	 thanks	 to	

Coach	 Gene	 Davis	 and	
our	 unforgettable	 Coach	
Donald	 Mike	 Mayer.		
They	 both	 taught	 us	
well.”
 Quarterback Eddie 
Anglin: “We	 played	 for	
the	 school,	 our	 families,	
and	our	heroes	who	were	
former	 Wildcats	 that	
played	before	us.”
 Guard George French: 
“That	 is	 just	an	amazing	
accomplishment.	 	 It	was	
a	 real	 privilege	 to	 have	
played	 on	 that	 1968	
team.”	
 Tight End and 
Punter Steve Hudson:  
“Wonderful	 memories!!		
I	 was	 like	 most	 players	
in	that	I	didn’t	care	much	
for	practice,	but,	oh,	did	I	
love	those	Friday	nights.		
Donald	Mike	and	Coach	
Davis	 made	 practices	
very	difficult	that	playing	
both	 ways	 was	 never	 a	
problem	 for	 us	 on	 game	
days.	 	 We	 took	 away	
other	 teams’	 willpower	
in	 the	 fourth	 quarter	 by	
running	 the	 ball	 down	
their	throats.”
 Center Jerry Speer:  
“From	 this	 day	 to	 the	
ending	 of	 the	 world,	
but	 we	 in	 it	 shall	 be	
remembered	 -	 We	 few,	
we	 happy	 few,	 we	 band	
of	 brothers.”	 	 —St.	
Crispin’s	 Day,	 Henry	 V,	
Shakespeare!
	 “We	 are	 indeed	

brothers;	 we	 may	 not	
have	 seen	 each	 other	
for	 years,	 but	 the	 bond	
is	 unbroken.	 	 Our	 king	
was	Donald	Mike	Mayer,	
who	 inspired	 us	 all,	 not	
just	 in	 football,	 but	 in	
life.		I	wonder	how	many	
of	 would	 have	 achieved	
leadership	 positions	
without	 his	 inspiration;	
never	 settle	 for	 second	
place.”
	 Postseason	 accolades	
were	 numerous	 for	 the	
’68	Wildcats:
	 Named	to	the	Alternate 
All-State	 list	 were	

Billy	 Larecy,	 Tommy	
Loudermilk,	 and	 James	
Prince.	 	 They	 were	 also	
named	 All-District,	
along	with	seniors	James	
McLellan	 and	 Jerry	
Speer.
 Outstanding Blocker 
Award	 of	 the	 Year	 was	
presented	 to	 Tommy	
Loudermilk,	 and	 the	
Defensive Player	 of	 the	
Year	trophy	was	given	to	
Billy	Larecy.
 Player of the Week 
recognition	 was	 led	 by	
Frank	 Shores	 who	 was	
a	 five-time	 winner.	 	 He	
was	followed	by	Tommy	

Loudermilk	 with	 three	
selections	 and	 single	
week	 honorees	 Neil	
Salmon,	 James	 Prince,	
Eddie	Anglin,	and	Steve	
Hudson.
	 Phillip	 Cody	 became	
the	first	Coalgate	athlete	
to	 receive	 a	 Division I 
Scholarship when	he	was	
signed	 to	 play	 football	
by	 Oklahoma	 State	
University	 in	 Stillwater	
where	 he	 lettered	 three	
years.
	 Coach	 Donald	 Mike	
Mayer	 was	 named	 the	
All-District and All Area 
Coach of the Year.

2014 Hall of Fame inductee Coach Donald Mike Mayer 
with 2016 Hall of Fame running back Frank Shores.  These 
two helped lead the 1968 Football team to a 10-1-1 record, 
and that team will be inducted with the 2017 class.




