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 Joe Avanzini graduated from Coalgate High School in 1973 where was 
an outstanding athlete in football, basketball and baseball and also an honor 
student.  He graduated with a 3.90 grade point 
average and was salutatorian of his graduating 
class.  He received many honors in sports, 
including being named to the 1972 All-State 
football team and alternate All-State basketball, 
Ada New All-Area Football Player of the Year 
and All-Area basketball team.
 Joe credits much of his success in the classroom 
to being taught by nuns at Saint Phillip Neri 
Elementary School in Midwest City, OK and 
also to his mom who spent many hours reading 
to him and upholding “Mom’s Law,” which 
required homework to be finished before outdoor 
play time was permitted.
 He is quick to credit teachers at CHS like 
Lucretia Gravitt for giving him a good foundation 
for college success.  “My freshman comp class 
in college was a breeze after spending two years 
with Mrs. Gravitt,” quipped Joe.  He also praised 
his coaches and teammates for making his junior 
high and high school years “the most fun time of 
my life.”

“We had Gene Davis in basketball through 
junior high and L.C. Wesberry and Bob 
Parkhill in high school.  They all pounded the 
fundamentals into us and worked our butts off.  It helped that we were all 
‘gym rats’ and enjoyed hanging out together.”
 In football, Joe commented, “Donald Mike Mayer had more influence on 
my life than anyone but my dad.  Anyone who played for Coach Mayer got 
life lessons in toughness, leadership, and a never quit attitude.  My junior 
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Joe – a fellow you need to know
year we lost our first four games.  But with Coach Mayer, a bunch of leaders 
in the class above us, and the attitude he taught us, we won our final six 

games and the district championship.  Of our five 
loses, two were to undefeated state champions (in 
A and 2A), a 10-0 team, and Class 4A Durant.  
That season set the stage for our senior year run 
to the semifinals.”
 “I was lucky to compete with a bunch of guys 
as tough as anywhere,” said Joe.  “We had to be 
tough because we were not very big or very fast.  
We just stayed together and hated to lose.  You 
can’t put a price on the coaching and experience 
we had.”
 When asked about being selected to the first 
class of inductees in the Coalgate Athletic Hall 
of Fame, Joe said, “It is an honor that I am very 
humbled by.  There are a lot of good athletes who 
have played for Coalgate High School who are 
just as worthy.  I especially want to thank my 
teammates and coaches who worked so hard 
alongside me.”
 This is what some of Joe’s teammates had to 
say about Joe:

Tom Inman – Class of 1973:  “The best 
thing about Joe was that he was a great leader.  
He made everyone better and made you want to 
play harder because of how hard he would play. 

 “I remember a game at Antlers when their coach sent three players in to 
block Joe as he was so mad about the way Joe was in on almost every tackle.  
Those three players still couldn’t get him out of the play.  He was extremely 
tough and a great competitor.”
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 Steve Hudson – Class 
of 1970:  “I remember my 
senior year in basketball 
how there was no question 
that Joe was to be good 
enough to start as a freshman 
in basketball.  We had four 
starters coming back and 
had been invited to the 
prestigious Tournament of 
Champions in Tulsa that 
year.  
 “Things were looking 
good in September, but by 
basketball season I was 
out for the year with knee 
surgery, Tommy Callaway 
chose not to play, and Joe 
was prevented from playing 
by a school rule that did 
not allow freshmen to 
participate on the varsity.  
He could have started in 
both football and basketball 
that year.  I have never seen 
a better defensive football 
player at Coalgate since I 
started watching in 1960.”
 Kevin Foxx – Class of 
1974:  “I strongly feel that 
Joe may well have been 
the best athlete to ever play 
at Coalgate.  He was an 
outstanding athlete and a 
great leader.  
 “As I look back at my 
time playing basketball 
with Joe, I am honored to 
say I played and grew with 
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Joe.  He was and is a great 
model for young athletes, a 
great leader still today, and 
a great inspiration in my 
life.”
 Joe signed with the OSU 
Cowboys in the spring of 
1973.  He was the backup 
strong safety and played on 
special teams his freshman 
year.  He won the starting 
safety job the next spring 
but a back injury and surgery 
hampered him the rest of 
his career.  He lettered 
four years and also played 
defensive end and started 
three games at linebacker.
 “The back and neck injuries 
were disappointing,” said 
Joe, “but the lessons from 
coach and support from my 
family and wife Phyllis kept 
me going.  Turns out she 
was way tougher than me…
and still is.”
 When Joe graduated from 
OSU in 1978 with a degree 
in business, he had added to 
his list of honors:  Academic 
All Big Eight and All-
American, tri-captain of the 
football team, second team 
All Big Eight Defensive 
Player, named to list of top 
ten students in the School of 
Business, numerous stories 
in the Oklahoma City, 
Stillwater, Tulsa, and other 
newspapers, the respect of 

many players, coaches and 
fans - and best of all, a new 
wife, Phyllis.
 To appreciate Joe’s 
contributions to the city 
and people of Coalgate, one 
only has to look around.  
 He has worked tirelessly 
in improving the park, 

both baseball fields and 
the batting cage; served 
on the City Council for 
sixteen years; coached the 
Peewee football team for 20 
years with much success; 
coached summer baseball 
and softball for about that 
long; and all the while with 

Tammy Palmer, his business 
partner, built a successful 
business.
 Not bad for a fellow 
who had to be spanked 
and marched back to 
kindergarten on his first day 
of school!
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