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 Jeff Mixon has been selected 
as one of this year’s inductees 
into the Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  
 A 1971 graduate of 
Coalgate High School, Mixon 
was the first Coalgate player 
to be named to the All State 
basketball team.  Also, 
Mixon was selected as the 
Ada Evening News’ Player 
of the Year for 1971 when 
he averaged 26.3 points per 
game and had a career high of 
40 points against McLish.
  After receiving a Bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1976, Jeff 
served two years with the 
Peace Corps in Africa.  He 
later received a law degree 
from the University of 
Oklahoma and has served as 
an Assistant Attorney General, 
an Assistant District Attorney, 
and a Special Judge.  Mixon 
currently practices law with a 
firm in Tulsa, where he lives 
with his wife, Teresa. 
 “Being selected to the Hall 
of Fame is the finest honor 
I have ever received,” he 
said.  “It really means a lot 
to be remembered in your 
hometown.”  
 At Coalgate High School, 
Mixon was coached for 
two years by Gene Davis, a 
basketball legend in southeast 
Oklahoma, and for one year 
by L.C. Wesberry, another 
well-known basketball player 
from southeast Oklahoma. 
 The teams on which Mixon 
played also featured other 
outstanding players such as 
Phillip Cody, Steve Hudson, 
the late Carl McCorkle, and 
Joe Avanzini. 
 “One of my favorite 
memories is of the time we 
beat Ardmore to win the 
Southeastern Invitational 
Tournament at Durant,” he 
said.  “Those boys from 
Ardmore had never even 
heard of Coalgate—until we 
whipped them on the court.” 
 Following are several 
recollections of Jeff Mixon 
from two of his teammates 
and Coach L.C. Wesberry. 
 From teammate Steve 
Hudson: 
 Jeff Mixon accomplished 
what no other basketball 
player from Coalgate ever did.  
He was an ALL STATER!
 Jeff burst onto the scene his 
sophomore year and was a vital 
cog in helping the Wildcats to 
a 19-5 record in the day of 
the single elimination post-
season.  Class A Coalgate 
finished Co-Champs in the 
Pontotoc Conference tied with 
Latta, won the Southeastern 
Invitational Tourney over 3A 
Ardmore HS, and gained a 
state ranking as high as 10th 
in Oklahoma. 
  From teammate Joe 
Avanzini:
 Jeff was the only post size 
player I have seen here who 
could handle the ball and hit 
the outside shot like a guard.
 At 6-5, he was a ferocious 
rebounder with good 
quickness and jumping ability.  
I remember him as a “quick” 
jumper with really sharp 

Jeff Mixon, 1971 All State

The Wildcats’ greatest hoopster — Jeff Mixon
elbows.
 At the time, freshmen were 
not allowed to play with the 
varsity, but I and several of 
my classmates 
were allowed 
to practice with 
them because 
the varsity 
had only eight 
players due to 
injuries.  

T h e 
e x p e r i e n c e 
was invaluable 
to us later, 
and especially 
for me since I 
was matched 
against Jeff a 
lot in practice.  
Going against 
Jeff and Carl 
McCorkle that 
season taught 
me how to 
practice like 
an All Stater 
and their 
intensity and 
work habits 
made a great 
i m p r e s s i o n 
on all of us 
f r e s h m e n .  
Watching Jeff 
work on his 
shot was like 
watching a machine at work.  
I learned to not only work on 
my shot but also the moves 
leading up to the shot from 
watching Jeff.
 The highlight of our 
freshman season was traveling 
with the high school team to 
the OKC area to scrimmage 
against area teams and attend 
the All College Tournament 
at night.  We scrimmaged all 
day at different schools and 
we played against two future 
college All Americans and 
future NBA players, Winford 
Boynes at Capital Hill High 
School and Alvin Adams at 
Putnam City.  I think we got 
spanked a little, but Jeff held 
his own with the big boys and 
I imagine his stock went up in 
the eyes of a lot of OKC area 
coaches.
 Jeff’s senior year we were a 
young team so he had to carry 
a big load against defenses 
that were stacked to stop him.  
He deserved to get deeper into 
the playoffs than we were able 
to, but our respect for him as a 
competitor and leader grew as 
the season played out.  
 We were all very happy when 
he was named to the All State 
team and very proud to have 
been his teammates.  Jeff was 
a quiet leader and, something 
I wish we had more of today, a 
great role model on and off the 
basketball court.  He is very 
deserving for a place in the 
Coalgate High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame.
 From Coach L.C. 
Wesberry:
 I had the opportunity to 
coach this exceptional young 
man during his successful high 
school basketball career.  
 During Jeff’s senior year he 
was selected as an All State 
basketball player and led his 
team to numerous victories.  

I remember Jeff spending 
countless hours in the gym 
working to perfect his game.  
His work ethic and desire 

to be a team player was an 
inspiration to everyone.
 Jeff’s work ethic and talent 
secured him a scholarship 
to play on the Columbia 
University basketball team.  

While attending Columbia 
University, he excelled in 
the classroom and on the 
court.  Throughout his entire 

b a s k e t b a l l 
career, Jeff 
upheld a true 
passion and 
respect for 
the game of 
basketball.
On a personal 
level, Jeff 
t a l k e d 
about his 
experiences of 
being able to 
play college 
b a s k e t b a l l 
at Columbia 
University in 
New York City 
and the culture 
shock that 
he embraced 
c o m i n g 
from rural 
Oklahoma. 
 “A group 
of about 20 
of us were 
able to have 
dinner with 
Arthur Miller, 
the noted 
p l a y w r i g h t 
author.  Also, 
I had a class 

under Margaret Mead, who 
was known worldwide as an 
accomplished anthropologist, 
and that was very cool.  In 
addition, I was able to attend 
a New York Knicks game at 

Madison Square Garden and 
watch my heroes Bill Bradley 
and Dave DeBusschere and 
they did not disappoint.” 
 After graduating from the 
University of Oklahoma, 
Jeff continued his worldly 
experiences by joining the 
Peace Corps.  He taught 
English to 12-15 year old 
students in the country of 
Gabon in Africa for two 
years.  
 An experience there that 
he shared was that during 
the dry season there was 
no running water.  He had 
a 50-gallon barrel that he 
would use to catch rainwater, 
and some of the natives kept 
stealing his water.  He was 
told that he had to put a curse 
on the locals.  So he went 
outside, and when there was 
a crowd of people, he said the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Nobody ever 
messed with his water again.   
  Jeff shared that his mom 
and dad, Norma and Joe, were 
very supportive of his athletic 
pursuits as a youngster and 
provided all he needed in 
order to be successful in 
athletics and academics.
 The teacher that he said had 
the greatest impact on him 
was Ms. Lucretia Gravitt.  
“She was a former basketball 
star and encouraged me 
to be the best that I could 
be in both arenas and was 
very demanding of us in the 
classroom,” he said.                                           




