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	 Jack	Ward	is	this	week’s	featured	selection	to	the	first	class	of	the	Coalgate	
Athletic Hall of Fame.  Jack was the oldest of 13 children born to Jack 
and	Mae	Ward.		He	was	born	August	31,	1924	and	attended	Cairo	School	
through	the	eighth	grade.		He	attended	Coalgate	High	School	ninth	through	
twelfth	grades	and	graduated	in	1943.		
	 When	asked	about	his	reaction	to	being	selected	
to	the	first	class	of	the	Coalgate	Athletic	Hall	of	
Fame,	 Jack	 stated	 that	 he	 was	 very	 surprised	
and	 honored	 to	 be	 selected,	 especially	 since	
there	have	been	so	many	excellent	athletes	that	
have	participated	in	sports	at	Coalgate	over	the	
decades	since	his	years.		
	 “I	 played	 football	 when	 we	 wore	 leather	
helmets	 and	 sometimes	 our	 opponents	 didn’t	
even	have	protective	gear.	 	 I	 am	very	 thankful	
to	 be	 recognized	 with	 this	 honor	 for	 my	
accomplishments	so	many	years	ago.”		
	 Jack	said	he	doesn’t	remember	a	lot	of	specific	
scores	and	records	from	his	years	playing	sports	
at	 Coalgate,	 however	 there	 are	 several	 games	
that	stand	out	in	his	memory.		
	 Jack	 played	 both	 football	 and	 basketball	
all	 four	 years	 at	 Coalgate	 High	 School.	 	 He	
recalls	 having	 to	 hitchhike	 seven	miles	 to	 and	
from	school	every	day	in	order	to	participate	in	
sports.		
	 “My	 sophomore	 year	 there	 was	 a	 bus	 that	
started	 coming	 to	 transport	 students,	 but	 I	 still	
had	 to	 hitchhike	 home	 every	 evening	 because	
football	 and	 basketball	 practice	 ended	 much	
later	than	the	bus	ran,”	he	explained.		
	 Jack	was	 starting	 quarterback	 his	 junior	 and	
senior	years,	and	said	one	of	his	best	memories	
was	being	voted	captain	of	the	football	team	his	
senior	year	in	the	fall	of	1942.		He	stated	that	the	
captain	got	to	crown	the	homecoming	queen	at	
the	Thanksgiving	Day	game.		He	also	shared	that	
the	captain	had	to	kiss	the	queen	as	she	was	crowned,	which	was	awkward	
because	she	was	engaged	to	be	married	to	someone	else.		
When	asked	who	his	mentors	in	sports	were,	Jack	stated	that	during	his	

freshman	 and	 sophomore	 years	 he	 was	 understudy	 and	 second	 string	 to	
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quarterback	Earl	Hart.		
	 “Earl	 taught	me	everything	I	knew	about	football	and	set	me	up	to	be	
successful	 as	 starting	 quarterback	my	 junior	 and	 senior	 years,”	 he	 said.		
The	head	coach	at	Coalgate	for	Jack’s	freshman	through	junior	years	was	

Lowell	Green,	who	Jack	identified	as	a	
mentor,	teacher	and	role	model.		

Jack shared that Green was drafted 
and	 had	 to	 leave	 Coalgate	 before	 the	
start	of	Jack’s	senior	year	and	that	the	
team	missed	him	very	much.		
 When asked about teammates that 
were	outstanding	on	and	off	 the	field,	
Jack	 remembered	 J.D.	 Smith,	 G.	 D.	
Inman,	and	Charles	Hudson.		

In	 response	 to	 questions	 regarding	
any	 particular	 high	 school	 game	 that	
stands	out	in	his	memories,	Jack	stated	
that	 the	 Thanksgiving	 Day	 game	 his	
senior	year	and	the	victory	over	Atoka	
is	 at	 the	 top	 of	 his	 memories.	 	 This	
victory	was	a	big	deal,	he	said,	not	only	
because	Atoka	was	their	biggest	rival,	
but also because at that time Atoka 
was	Class	A	and	Coalgate	was	Class	B	
—	which	made	the	victory	even	more	
enjoyable.		
	 After	 graduation,	 Jack	 went	 to	
Michigan	to	visit	relatives	and	decided	
to	stay	and	work	there	for	a	year.	 	He	
was offered a football and basketball 
coaching	 position	 at	 Log	 Cabin	High	
School,	 and	 in	 1944	 he	 coached	 the	
football	 team	 to	 their	 first	 undefeated	
season since the school started their 
football	program	in	1907.		In	1945	Jack	
returned to Oklahoma and enrolled at 
East	Central	State	in	Ada.		He	tried	out	

for	the	football	team	and	was	selected	as	first	string	quarterback.	
	When	asked	about	his	most	memorable	games	from	his	college	career,	

Continued	on	Page	B-1		



COALGATE	RECORD	REGISTER—APRIL	9,	2014—PAGE	B-1

Jack	recalled	two	favorites.		
He shared that because of the 
war,	many	teams	were	short	
on their rosters and had to be 
creative	to	find	opponents	to	
fill	their	schedules.		
	 “We	 traveled	 to	 Great	
Bend	Army	Base	in	Kansas	
to	 play	 against	 a	 team	 of	
Army	 soldiers.	 	 Then	 the	
most	 memorable	 game	 we	
played	was	inside	the	prison	
in	McAlester	 on	 the	gravel	
against	the	prison	team.		The	
guards	were	the	referees.		I	
remember that one of the 
prison	players	did	not	have	
a helmet on and one of our 
teammates	 told	 the	 guard.		
The	guard	said	not	to	worry	
about	it	and	that	the	prisoner	
would	 figure	 it	 out,	 so	 we	
just	 went	 on	 playing	 the	
game.	 	 I	 remember	 that	we	
won	both	of	those	games.”
	 Jack	returned	to	Michigan	
a	few	years	later	and	started	
a	 metal	 finishing	 business,	
which he owned and 
operated	 for	over	40	years.		
He	continued	to	be	involved	
in	 athletics	 throughout	
those	years.	 	 In	 the	1990’s,	
he	pitched	in	a	70’s	and	up	
senior	slow	pitch	league.
	 Teammate	 J.D.	 Smith	 is	
pleased	 that	 Jack	 has	 been	
chosen	 to	 the	 first	 class	 of	
the	Coalgate	Hall	of	Fame.		
J.D.	 shared	 some	 of	 his	
thoughts	 about	 Jack	 and	
their	football	days.
  “Jack Ward was an 
outstanding	 quarterback	
for our football team.  He 
lived	in	Cairo,	and	I	lived	in	
Cottonwood.	 	We	 rode	 the	
school	bus	to	Coalgate	High	
School.	 	 At	 that	 time	 the	
school	buses	were	privately	
owned,	so	sometimes	when	
we	 had	 games	 away	 at	
night,	we	went	 on	 the	 bus,	
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pickups,	and	once	in	a	cattle	
truck.		After	the	games,	we’d	
walk home or ‘thumb’ a 
ride.  
	 “We	had	12	or	13	boys	on	
the team.  Lowell Green was 
our	first	 coach,	 but	 later	 on	
Coach	Green	was	called	into	
the	military	in	WWII	so	Bill	
Anderson was called to take 
his	place	coaching	us.
	 “Bill	 worked	 at	 the	
courthouse	 and	 would	 type	
out	 the	 game	 plays	 on	 his	
typewriter.	 	 Sometimes	 he	
would	 have	 us	 come	 to	 his	
office	and	we	would	go	over	
the	game	plan.	
	 “Bill	said	many	times	that	
someday	 Jack	 would	 play	
for	a	college	team.		He	had	a	
good	arm	and	control	of	the	
football.
	 “Our	football	field	was	all	
dirt and was also used for a 
rodeo	 ground,	 so	 after	 the	
rodeo	we	played	football.
	 “Once	 we	 played	 the	
prisoners	from	Stringtown	or	
McAlester,	and	one	of	them	
got	his	nose	broke	during	the	
game	that	day.
	 “I	 think	 Jack’s	 favorite	
game	may	have	been	playing	
in	 Atoka	 on	 Thanksgiving	
Day	 1942.	 	 We	 beat	 them	
19	to	6.	 	That	was	the	most	
important	game	of	the	season	
for	us	to	win	since	they	were	
our	rival.		
	 “Jack	 was	 a	 friendly	 guy	
and	 everyone	 on	 the	 team	
liked	 him.	 	 I’m	 glad	 to	
have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 say	
something	about	him.	 	 Jack	
is	 very	 deserving	 of	 this	
honor	 to	be	 in	 the	Coalgate	
Athletic	Hall	of	Fame.”
	 Here	 are	 some	 of	 G.D.	
Inman’s memories about 
Jack	 and	 their	 high	 school	
football	team:
	 “Jack	was	very	competitive	
and	liked	to	win,	and	he	never	

got	upset	about	anything.		I	
remember	 one	 game	 when	
he	was	in	the	end	zone	and	
he	got	on	his	knees	with	 a	
broken	hand	and	caught	the	
ball.
	 “He	 was	 a	 good	 passer	
because	he	had	large	hands.		
He	 was	 very	 accurate	 —	
and	 he	 would	 have	 had	 a	
better	 percentage	 if	 he	had	
had	 a	 better	 receiver	 to	
send	the	ball	to	(referring	to	
himself).
 “I remember we had 
several	 games	 where	 we	
had to ride in the back of 
a	cattle	 truck,	but	 it	wasn’t	
too	bad.	 	There	was	hay	in	
the back of the truck for us.  
Half	 the	 team	 would	 have	
to	walk	home	after	a	game,	
some	 of	 them	 for	 several	
miles.  Jack and I would 
walk	together.
  “Our season was cut short 
because of the war and 
Coach	 Lowell	 Green	 went	
to	war.		Bill	Anderson	took	
over	as	a	volunteer	coach.”	
	 In	2001,	Jack	retired	from	
business	 and	 moved	 to	
Frisco,	Texas	so	he	and	his	
wife could be closer to their 
daughter.	 	 “Retirement	 got	
a	bit	boring,”	he	said.	 	“So	
at	the	age	of	78,	I	got	a	job	
with	the	Frisco	Independent	
School	District	maintenance	
department	and	today	at	age	
89,	 I	 continue	 to	work	 full	
time for the school district.  
I	plan	to	continue	doing	so	
as	 long	 as	 I	 am	 physically	
and	mentally	able.”	
	 In	 describing	 how	
participating	 in	 athletics	
influenced	 his	 life,	 Jack	
stated,	“I	learned	discipline	
and the rewards of hard 
work	 through	 participation	
in	 athletics	 at	 Coalgate.	 	 I	
learned	 to	 set	 goals	 and	
never	 stop	 working.	 	 And	
I	 enjoyed	 sharing	 the	
love	 of	 sports	 with	 my	
grandchildren	as	they	grew	
up,	especially	my	youngest	
grandson	 who	 played	
football	in	high	school.”	
	 	 Jack	 and	his	wife	 Joyce	
have	 two	 daughters	 and	
sons-in-law,	four	grandsons,	

two	 granddaughters,	 and	
two	 great-granddaughters.		
He	 has	 several	 sisters	 and	
brothers	 and	 many	 nieces	
and	nephews	that	continue	to	

live	in	Coalgate.		He	returns	
annually	 for	 the	 Ward	
Family	Reunion	and	at	other	
times	 for	 special	 family	 or	
community	events.		




