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By Clay Mowdy

 Gina Corsini will be inducted 
into the 2015 Coalgate Athletic 
Hall of Fame on May 23.
 In 1974 – 1976, few athletes 
were more dominant in their 
sport than Coalgate’s Gina 
Corsini.  At a time when the 
only sport for women offered 
by Coalgate High school 
was women’s basketball, 
Gina dominated southeastern 
Oklahoma as a forward for 
Coalgate.  Beautiful and 
smart, Gina’s athletic ability 
was overshadowed only by 

Gina Corsini — a shining star

her competitiveness.

 Born and raised in Coalgate, 
Gina’s parents, Tony and 
Norma Corsini, were both 
proud Coalgate graduates 
and fine athletes in their own 
right.  Gina’s older brother, 
Tom Corsini, still resides 
in Coalgate and excelled 
in football, basketball and 
baseball during his high 
school years.  Growing up 
with an older brother in a 
neighborhood of boys, Gina 
quickly became an incredible 
athlete.  There was never any 
need to give Gina any special 
treatment because she was a 
girl; she was always simply 
the best athlete, boy or girl.

 It was probably in junior 
high that everyone really 
knew Gina was going to be 
something special.  Before 
that time, she was always a 
great athlete, but the sports 
themselves were not as serious 
or organized.  But in junior 
high, school sports became 
more serious and everyone 
quickly realized that Gina was 
in a class by herself.  
 As a sophomore, Gina 
led Coalgate to the regional 
championship, leading all 
scorers.  In 1975, Gina took 
Coalgate to the District 
Championship, again leading 
all scorers.  She was named to 
the All Area Team three years 
in a row and was the Ada Area 
Player of the Year her senior 
year.  A three-year letterman in 
basketball, Gina also lettered 
one year in boys baseball.  
Because Coalgate did not have 
a girls softball program, Gina 
was allowed to try out for the 
boys baseball team her junior 
year.  Not only did she make 
the team, she was the starting 
second baseman the entire 
season.  
 A great senior season ended 
in disappointment as Gina 
was overlooked by the All 
State Selection Committee, 
receiving only honorable 
mention honors.  Although 

graduation.  

 In 1976, Gina received a 
full scholarship to Seminole 
Junior College.  At that time, 
Seminole Junior Collage 

Gina Corsini lettered three years in basketball at 
Coalgate High School.

Gina Corsini with her biggest fan, her dad, Tony 
Corsini.

was a nationally recognized 
program, in large part due to 
the success of Coach Dixie 
Woodall.  
 At the time Gina arrived 
in Seminole, Coach Woodall 
had a four-year record of 
108-10.  In only her first 
year, Coach Woodall quickly 
recognized Gina’s talent and 
competiveness and made 
her starting guard.  Gina 
led Seminole to the NJCAA 
National Tournament in 
Kansas City, where they 
finished as runner-up National 
Champions, losing by only 
one point in the finals and 
finishing with an incredible 
40-3 record.  Gina was named 
to the NJCAA All American 
Team. 
 The next year, Coach 
Woodall was hired as head 
coach of the women’s 
basketball team at Oral 
Roberts University in Tulsa.  
Coach Woodall immediately 
offered Gina a scholarship 
to Oral Roberts, which she 
accepted.  Gina transferred to 
Oral Roberts and immediately 
became the starting point 
guard for the Division 1 Lady 
Titans.  In her first year as 
point guard for Oral Roberts, 
Gina and the Lady Titans won 
35 of 31 games. 
 Gina was a three-year 
letterman at Oral Roberts.  Her 
recognitions include Queens 
Team and the Southwest 
Missouri All Tournament 
Team.  Gina was also invited 
to Squaw Valley, California, 
to try out for the United States 
Olympic women’s basketball 
team.
 Gina’s love for the game 
of basketball, and indeed 
all sports, carried on after 
her college career.  After 
graduating from Oral 
Roberts in 1980, Gina went 
on to become a successful 
basketball coach in Oklahoma 
and Texas. 
 After graduating, Gina 
first accepted the position 
of assistant girls basketball 
coach in Prague, Oklahoma, 
under Coach Rick Johnson 
who had coached Gina in 
junior high.  As assistant to 
Coach Johnson, Gina had a 
successful tenure in Prague 
from 1981 – 1987.  Although 
she was coached in junior 
high by Coach Johnson only 
two years, she would always 
credit him for instilling in 
her a tough playing style and 
work ethic that benefitted her 
in later years.
 Gina left Prague in 1987 to 
accept the position of head 
coach at Coalgate, where she 
coached until 1990.  In 1990, 
she moved to Laredo, Texas, 
accepting a position as middle 
school basketball coach.  She 
then accepted the position of 

head girls basketball coach 
at John B. Alexander High 
School in San Antonio, Texas, 
where she coached until 
1998.  In 1998, Gina accepted 
a position at Bush Middle 
School, Northeast ISD, in San 
Antonio, where she coached 
basketball, volleyball and 
track until 2010.  Gina is now 
retired from coaching and 
still lives in San Antonio.
 While Gina modestly 
credits many people for her 
success, she is always sure to 
give due credit to her father, 
Tony Corsini, as the person 
who most influenced her 
life and career.  Sadly, Tony 
passed away April 12, 2010.  
“He was always my biggest 
critic and fan,” Gina says, and 
lovingly recalls the hundreds 
of hours he spent rebounding 
basketballs for her.  
 Gina’s mother, Norma 
Corsini, now lives near her 
in San Antonio, and Gina 
enjoys making visits back 
to Coalgate to see her many 
family and friends.  
 When asked to comment 
on her induction into the 
2015 Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame, 
Gina had this to say:  “I am 
surprised and honored to be 
recognized among the elite 
athletes of Coalgate.  I want 
to thank my parents and 
family for providing me the 
love and support that allowed 
me to play the game I loved.  
I would also like to dedicate 
this recognition to my father, 
Tony Corsini.  All those 
who remember him know 
how much he would have 
appreciated this honor.  Thank 
you.”

Gina was disappointed that 
she was not chosen for All 
State honors, she would later 
admit that her failure to make 
the All State team drove her 
to compete even harder after 




