
 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) classes have been busy this nine week.  Mrs. Franks has had her 
Fashion Design 1 Class conducting Fiber Testing Labs to learn about the qualities of Natural and Synthetic 
material. The students conducted eight different labs to determine what a certain mystery fabric was.  The labs 
included resilience, strength, absorption, stain resistance, heat resistance, thermoplasticity, solubility, and burn 
tests.  Students spent about two weeks conducting labs.  

Strength was tested by tearing or attempting to tear fabric when dry and then again when wet.   
Testing for stain resistance involved using ink, red dye, dark cola, and oil.  Then after all the different 

stains were applied, students tried removing the stains using warm water and vinegar.  
The solubility test involved placing fabric samples in bleach and acetone to see what effect the chemicals 

would have on the fibers.  The students quickly discovered that silk will dissolve in bleach! Poof! The fabric 
would just disappear!    

Many other tests were performed in the first year Fashion Design 1 class.  Students will be glad to hear 
that Fashion Design II will be offered next year.  Mrs. Franks is hoping that students will be involved in 
quilting projects along with making their own garments.   
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Kylie Magby logging results of the burn test.           Donna Riddle and Emilee Vineyard  performing                

                                                                          solubility test with bleach and acetone.  

 
                                                          Donna Riddle, Emilee Vineyard, and Hallie Wilson 
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                 Emilee Vineyard examining fabric after a burn test.  
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Mati Smith looking on as Jayden Lambert examines fabric after a burn test.  
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The art of embroidery has also been introduced in the Fashion Design I class. For those who aren’t 
familiar with the term, embroidery is the craft of decorating fabrics or other materials using a needle to apply 

thread or yarn. The word embroidery comes from the french word broderi, meaning embellishment.  
 

                           
    Hallie Wilson and Donna Riddle                                            Shian Flowers 
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                Matie Smith                    Emilee Vineyard 
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Hallie Wilson’s embroidery project.               Bobbie Riddle concentrating on threading her needle.  
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                                              Lexie Maxwell proudly displaying her embroidery project! 

                                                                         


