
       Ernie Fanning  

 
 Those of us who have taught here or even those that have lived here for 

any period of time, know Ernie Fanning.  He is as well known around Coalgate as 

Nike is to tennis shoes.  Ernie is a lifelong resident of Coalgate.  He graduated in 

1975 and received a full football scholarship to East Central University in Ada, 

OK. During his last semester at ECU, his grandfather, B.B. Franklin, had a stroke.  

Though difficult, Ernie made the only decision he could make.  He left school 

and headed home to help on the family ranch and the cattle order buying 

business.  He was raised with strong family values.  When family needs help, you 

step up and do what you can.  He left college behind and focused on the 

ranch.  While working on the ranch, he also began assisting Bobby English with 

building homes.   

As time went by, his desire to coach and teach grew stronger.  He had 

sacrificed his dream years ago to help out his family, now he was wondering if it 

wasn’t time to go back and do something for himself.  After all, life is short.  So 

he contacted ECU to see what it was going to take to finish up his degree.  



Much to his surprise, he had finished it!  That was news he wasn’t expecting to 

receive.   

He began the process to determine what tests he would need to take 

and began sustitute teaching at the school he had once attended himself. He 

loved working at the school.  He knew most of the students because he had 

children that had graduated from there, and his son, Nolan, was still in school.   

In 2008 he was hired.  Life had gone full circle.  This was the very school he 

graduated from only yesterday, and now here he was, teaching and coaching 

there.   

He’s done a little bit of everything during his tenure at Coalgate.  He has 

been the Driver’s Education teacher for thirteen years. He has taught Health/PE 

and been a monitor in the Choctaw Language class.  He has coached jr. high 

baseball and high school softball, football, cross country, and elementary cross 

country.  He is very proud of the fact that his high school cross country teams 

have won OSSAA Academic honors seven years in a row.  He drives the 

Centrahoma bus route every day.   

When asked about his favorite memory, he reaches into his bank of 

memories and pulls out the one that means the most during his time at 

Coalgate.  When he was the assistant high school football coach in 2011, the 

Wildcats were in the first round of the playoffs with Frederick.  The Wildcats were 

leading late in the 4th quarter and had the ball.  It was 4th down, and we 

needed seven yards for a first down. If the Wildcats didn’t get it, Frederick would 

get the ball back with the opportunity to win the game.  He saw that the 

opposing team was leaving the middle wide open, so he called the 

Quarterback Sneak.  Nolan, who was the quarterback, took the ball from the 

center and took off.  He got far enough for a first down and more!  The Wildcats 

won the game and headed to the second round.    

 He has loved his time at Coalgate. He has enjoyed picking on the kids, 

and they pick back, but it’s time to step back and take care of things he’s 

gotten behind on.  He will still be around to drive his daily bus route, and he may 

still coach the cross country team.  He has a 640 acre ranch to take care of.  

That is a full time job for several men, much less one man, but that is his plan as 

he steps away from his daily responsibilities.  He has just started purchasing 

registered Simmental cattle, and he has a lot of fence to fix and build.  He has 

pastures that need to be brushhogged and feritilized.  He has hay fields to mow, 

rake, and bale when needed.  More than anything he is looking forward to 

going to Stillwater and watching some Cowboy baseball.   

 Ernie has been married to Debbie (Forneris) Fanning for thirty-five years. 

They have three children, Roland, Amber, and Nolan.  Roland and his wife, 

Beverly, live in Stillwater, OK, with their two daughters, Emery Jo and Eastyn.  

Roland is on the baseball coaching staff at Oklahoma State University.  Amber 

and her daughter, Atty, live in Coalgate.  Amber is the Coal County Election 

Board Secretary.  Nolan and his wife, Macee, live in Midland, TX, with their two 

Golden Retrievers, Jay and Jett.  Nolan is the Assistant Baseball Coach at 



Midland College and Macee is a Teacher’s aide and is working on her teaching 

degree.   

If you were fortunate enough to have had Ernie Fanning as a teacher or if 

he has touched your life in some way, please send a card, a letter, a short note, 

or even a picture to Coalgate Public Schools, c/o Ernie Fanning, 2 West Cedar, 

Coalgate, OK  74538.  Please let him know how much he has meant to you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

 



 
 

Ernie sharing a laugh with student, Kale Horton.  


