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 Ernest Paul Fanning was born November 2, 1929 in Ada to Jess Lee and 
Velma Fanning.  Sisters Doris and Zanola Pearl joined the family in 1932 and 
1935, and around 1939 they moved to Coalgate from west of Clarita in Burrow 
Valley when Ernest Paul was in the third grade.  Ernest Paul went to school in 
Coalgate schools until his graduation in 1948.  He and his wife Peggy still live 
in Coal County and will celebrate their 64th wedding anniversary in October.  
They have two children, Brenda and Ernie.
 Ernest Paul played football, basketball and baseball for four years in the years 
1944-48.  He was named the District 6-B Outstanding Football Player his final 
three years.  In 1947 he was named a Second Team All-Stater in football.  In 
1947 he was named captain of the All-District basketball team, and that was 
with a volunteer coach.  In baseball, Ernest Paul 
pitched, caught and played center field, also with 
a volunteer coach. 
 “I was really pleased and thankful for being 
selected for the first class of the Coalgate Athletic 
Hall of Fame,” he said.  
 “I appreciate the recognition that I was a good 
player, but it’s never about just one player - we 
played as a team, and we had good coaching and 
a lot of good players. 
 “Some of the players I remember are J.C. 
Ward, J.R. Rogers, “Red” Tarron, Paul Walter 
Sandmann, Charles Sandmann, Louis Sandmann, 
Clovis Burden, Lacy Mahoney, Tony Smith, L.G. 
Edwards, Leroy Franklin and there are others I 
can’t think of right now.  Mahoney later became 
the punter at OU.  He could punt that ball a mile 
– never seen a kicker like him.
 “My parents divorced when I was 12, and 
Mom had two daughters to feed so she moved 
to Ada about 1944.  I wanted to play sports in 
Coalgate, so when I was 13, I stayed with a fine 
old gentleman, John Henry Hall, who was the 
janitor at the Post Office.  Johnny was a sports 
fan and supporter, and I was not the only young 
man who stayed with him.  Johnny had a great 
influence on my life during my teen-age years, Ernest Paul Fanning (graduation 1948)
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so I guess you could say he was a mentor.  He was also a good cook. 
  “Coach Lowell Green resigned as football coach when the war started 
and entered the Coast Guard, so during the war we had Bill Anderson as a 
volunteer coach.  He knew a little about football, but he was an insurance 
salesman.  Anderson was coach during my freshman year, and I started at 
right guard at 128 pounds, and the fastest man on the team.  
  “Coach Green returned from the war for the 1946 season.  It’s a good thing 
he was a veteran himself, since after the war there were lots of veterans who 
returned to graduate, and you think it wasn’t tough on a sophomore running 
back to go up against 19- and 20-year-old veterans?  It took someone like 
Coach Green to know how to handle those guys.  

 “Coach Green was one of the most influential 
men in my life growing up.  I didn’t much like 
him then, but looking back on it there’s no doubt 
he was one of my mentors.  That guy was never 
satisfied, whatever we did.  If we ran around a 
defender, he would ask, “Why didn’t you just run 
over him?”  But if you ran over him, he would 
ask, “Why didn’t you go around him?”  Never 
satisfied, and he would use a board.
 “Coach Green emphasized the fundamentals: 
blocking, tackling and being in shape.  We 
ran a single wing, double wing and short punt 
formation, with a halfback, fullback, quarterback 
and wingback - it’s a little different from today, 
but the fundamentals are the same.  We didn’t 
have a lot of plays, but we did pass some to the 
ends, mainly crossing patterns.  Coach Green 
believed that if you ran the plays correctly you 
wouldn’t need a lot of plays. 
 “Tony Smith called the plays, and he was the 
smartest quarterback, ever.  I was the halfback 
and handled the ball on most plays.  Our base 
defense was a 4-3, where I played middle 
linebacker, and our goal-line defense was a 9-2.
 “Our equipment was not like today.  I would 
go through three of those old pasteboard helmets 
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(leather) about every year.  No 
facemasks back then, either.  
Freshmen had to furnish their 
own shoes, so I had Sam 
Batchelor put some cleats 
on an old pair of work shoes.  
Later, the school would buy 
some shoes, all “high tops,” 
and we had both purple and 
white jerseys, but that was 
about it.  Considering all that, 
we didn’t seem to have many 
knee and ankle problems like 
they do now.
 “Our playing field was 
dirt.  Players today would be 
surprised at what we played 
on.  Back then, we had a 
rodeo every summer on the 
football field, so in June they 
would plow up the field for 
the rodeo.  Players learned to 
use it – sometimes a little dirt 
found its way into the eyes of 
an opponent.  They stopped 
the rodeo in about 1956 or 
so. 
 “One time we played 
Holdenville the year they 
won State, and I was across 
from a big ol’ Indian kid.  
Couldn’t move him, no 
matter how hard I tried.  
After the game he looked 
me up and complimented 
me on how hard I hit.  We 
played a lot of teams bigger 
than us like Holdenville, 
Atoka, Tishomingo, Idabel 
and Broken Bow, who we 
tied 18-18, but we won on 
penetrations.  That year we 
got in the playoffs but lost to 
Wewoka 12-6. 
 “Another time we were 
playing Lindsay, and it was 
cold, wet and miserable, but 
we were beating the tar out 
of them, 36-0.  Coach Green 
pulled the first team and we 
about froze to death and 
everybody was cussing and 
acting up.  The next practice 
we all had to run 25 laps 
because of attitude. 
 “We had bed checks during 
the season, and Coach Green 
rode a bike around town 
every night checking up on 
us.  If we weren’t where we 
were supposed to be, we 
would run laps.  I swear he 
had eyes in the back of his 
head.  Coach Green caught 
me smoking once, and kicked 
me off the team.  
 “So, I started packing to 
move to Byers, but he found 
out and came after me.  I 
could come back to the team, 
and I could smoke all the 
cigarettes I wanted, but he 
would “run the cigarettes out 
of me.”  Ran many a mile 
because of that, but I wish I 
had listened: it would have 
been better for my health.
 “I played basketball and 
baseball as well as football.  
We could have had a good 
track team too, but we didn’t 
know what track was.  Tony 
Smith, myself, John Richard 
Vietta and Jimmy Jackson 
were fast. 
 “One baseball game I 
remember was in my senior 
year with Stonewall, when 
we had a volunteer instead 
of a regular coach.  Anyway, 
the game was in Stonewall, 
and we had a chance to go 
to State if we won.  We were 
beating the tar out of them, 
9-0.  Nick Lolli would hit a 
home run, and I would hit 
one, and the way we were 
running the bases it looked 
like a merry-go-round.  
 “Their superintendent 
didn’t like that a bit, so when 
the game was about half 
over he went down on the 
field and stopped the game.  
He told us we would have 
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volunteer coach and no school 
representative was there.  We 
didn’t care about that, we just 
wanted to play.  I never heard 
of forfeiting a game because 
of no school coach.  To this 
day I still don’t really know 
if there was any such rule.
 “During the summers 
I played some American 
Legion baseball, but since 
I liked cattle and horses I 
helped Jess with the sale barn 
on the south edge of town, 
worked on ranches for Frank 
Polk, James and Ann Naylor 
and helped Curtis Floyd, 
hauling lots of hay.  
 “I was a pretty good roper 
so I rodeoed some with H.D. 
Binns who promoted rodeos 
all over the state.  The furthest 
we went was to Dewey, 
about 200 miles up Highway 
75. I was about 175 pounds
then and fast, so H.D. sold 
me on rodeoing by saying 
it would keep me in shape 
for football.  What he really 
wanted was a strong kid for 
some cheap labor.  H.D. was 
quite a politician and could 
have been governor if he 
wanted to. 
 “The trouble with rodeoing 
is that they didn’t pay well 
enough to follow for very 
long, and I learned that to 
be successful you had better 
have a good bank account. 
 “In the spring after my 
junior season, Coach Green 
resigned and the school had 
an assembly so everyone 
could say good-by and show 
their appreciation.  During 
his talk, he called my name 
and wanted me to come up 
front.  We all knew Coach 
Green had been a Golden 
Gloves boxer at some point, 
and I was about half scared 
of what he was going to do, 
but I went on up there. 
 “During his boxing days 
Coach Green had won a 
red and blue jacket, and he 
wanted me to have it.  That 
was one of the proudest days 
of my life, and meant more to 
me than the All-District and 
All-state honors.  I kept it for 
a long time, until the moths 
got to it. 
 “After being a good 
high school athlete, I was 
recruited into the Navy for 
two years to play football and 
basketball for the Destroyer 
Pacific (DES PAC) teams 
and also teams for the USS 
Moale, a destroyer based 
in San Diego.  Destroyers 
and other ships had sports 
teams with full schedules 
throughout the Pacific Fleet.  
I didn’t have any duties other 
than playing ball and I got to 
do lots of traveling.  We had 
a good coach, Bill Busey, 
who wound up at the Naval 
Academy, and he asked me 
to go with him to play ball, 
but I chose not to.
 “After discharge I went 
to work in the west Texas 
oil fields at Snyder, where 
my sister Doris lived.  I 
roughnecked for six months 
and then became a driller.  
 “I first met Peggy Lou 
Franklin when she came to 
Coalgate High School after 
grade school at Midway.  
She graduated the same time 
as I did, in 1948.  We were 
married October 3, 1950 in 
Ada, and then we went back 
to Snyder in a 1941 Ford 
convertible.  We lived all 
over that part of Texas, not 
only Snyder but also Odessa, 
Panhandle and Big Lake.  I 
went into the Masonic Lodge 
in Snyder and that is where 
I met Nolan Watson, who 

later became our banker in 
Coalgate.  Nolan loaned us 
the money to buy that ’41 
convertible.  
 “When our daughter 
was born March 31, 1952 
in Odessa, we named her 
Johnnie Brenda after Johnny 
Hall.  We moved back to 
Coal County in 1954, after 
saving enough money to 
build a home just down the 
hill from Peggy’s folks.  
We raised cattle, including 
running some on “free range” 
east of Lehigh, and farmed 
with the Franklins, but I also 
continued to work on rigs 
in the area, mostly at Babe 
Robison’s “Coal Oil and 
Gas” west of Coalgate.  
 “The cattle operation 
eventually became “F&F 
Polled Hereford Ranch.”  
We got financial backing 
from Mrs. Briggs at First 
National Bank in Coalgate, 
in those days before Nolan 
Watson moved from Snyder 
to Coalgate. 
 “Brenda and Ernie both 
went to Coalgate Schools 
for twelve years and she 
was active in FHA, National 
Honor Society and especially 
4-H.  Brenda graduated from 
Southeastern in Durant.  
 “Ernie was active in all 
sports, 4-H and FFA, and the 
whole family was heavily 
involved in the junior 
livestock program in Coal 
County, with both Brenda 
and Ernie showing several 
prize winning heifers and 
steers.  Ernie went to East 
Central in Ada on a football 
scholarship and played four 
years, making all-district 
center.  After graduating 
college, Ernie came home to 
be ranch manager, but now he 
also is an assistant coach for 
the Wildcats football team.” 
 Brenda’s son is Raymond 
Burns, 24, who played ball for 
the Wildcats but now works 
on the ranch.  Raymond has 
a daughter, Sydney Williams, 
9, and a son, Nakoma Burns, 
4. 

Ernie and his wife Debbie 
have three children: Roland, 
30; Amber 27; and Nolan, 
20. “Roland and Nolan both
played football and baseball 
at Coalgate and were good 
players…”
 After playing baseball and 
graduating from Southeastern, 
Roland was an assistant there 
for a short time, but now is 
an assistant baseball coach at 
OSU.  Roland and his wife 
are expecting a child in June. 
 Amber is currently 
employed at the Coal County 
Election Board and has a 
5-year-old daughter, Atty. 
 Nolan is playing baseball 
for Northern Oklahoma State 
College in Enid.
 “Of all the things I am proud 
of, the best is my family, the 
kids and grandkids who have 
all participated in sports at 

Coalgate.  I have always 
supported the many Wildcat 
athletes, coaches and staff 
over the years, no matter what 
sport, but I especially loved 

watching practices and games 
of my kids and grandkids.  
 “I really enjoyed it, and I 
still bleed Wildcat purple.”




