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 By Melva Thomas

 Dr. Joe Leone has been 
named a member of the 
Coalgate High School 

Dr. Joe Leone — one of Coalgate’s
most inspiring leaders of young people

Athletic Hall of Fame Class 
of 2015.
 A 1950 graduate of 
Coalgate High School, Joe 
Leone has become one 

of the community’s most 
successful individuals in 
achieving the top of his 
profession.  Dr. Leone served 
as Chancellor of Higher 
Education of Oklahoma and 
has been recognized for his 
many accomplishments in 
that endeavor.

Outside of Coalgate, what 
many people don’t know 
is that Dr. Leone has been 
one of the most successful 
basketball coaches in our 
long history.  In 1957-
58, Coach Leone took 
the Coalgate girls to the 
Oklahoma State Tournament 
in Oklahoma City and led 
them to the semi-finals.  The 
ladies finished a tremendous 
season with a record of 24-
7.

In 1958-59, Leone topped 
that accomplishment with 
the Wildcat boys round ball 
team.  They were able to 
finish that season in the state 
semi-finals with a stellar 

performance and final 
record of 30-2.  Coalgate 
upset Taft in the first round 
before losing to eventual 
State Champ Waynoka. 
 The team’s thirty wins 
set the mark as the most 
number of victories by any 
basketball team ever at 
Coalgate High School.
 After high school 
graduation, Leone enrolled 
at East Central University.  
He then joined the Navy 
Reserve in McAlester 
and was unexpectedly 
mobilized to Illinois.  Joe 
says the two years active 
duty and two years reserve 
provided the means for him 
to complete his education of 
two degrees from ECU and 
earn a doctorate from the 
University of Oklahoma.
 “Playing football, 
basketball and baseball 
in high school and then 
coaching in Coalgate gave 

me confidence that you can 
compete with anyone at any 
level and be successful,” 
he said.  “One of the most 
respected persons in my 
life gave me the advice to 
‘always be from Coalgate, 
Oklahoma.’  That advice has 
provided the basis for my 
education career — my entry 
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COACH JOE LEONE with his 1957 Coalgate Wildcat team after winning the district championship trophy.  From left (front) – Robert Pierce, John 
Bills, Elvin Sweeten, Donnie Bill Pope; (center) – Coach Leone, Richard Boswell, Donald Perkins, Burney Ward, Johnnie Belletini (manager); (back) 
– Joe Vechnek, Lionel Garrett, Buddy Watkins.

Coach Joe Leone

Dr. Joe Leone — one of Coalgate’s
most inspiring leaders of young people

and advancement through 
the education system.”
 Joe says one of the first 
things he noticed in coaching 
teams in Coalgate was the 
outstanding character and 
work ethic of the players 
who believed they could 
compete and be successful 
at any level with anyone.  
 An outstanding Coalgate 
athlete that impressed him 

Continued from Front Page was Dominic Vietta.  Vietta 
went on to play in the 
college athletics program 
and become a coach.  He 
served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, earning the rank of 
Major. 
 A Coalgate teacher 
and coach that left an 
impression on Leone was 
Lowell Green.  Green later 
accepted a position with 
the State of Oklahoma 
and retired 52 years later 

as Chief Administrative 
Officer for the Department 
of Human Services.  He was 
also a WWII veteran with 
the Coast Guard.
 “To be selected to the 
2015 Class of the Coalgate 
Athletic Hall of Fame is a 
humbling honor,” Leone 
said.  He calls it his good 
fortune to have lived in a 
community of opportunities 
and have the support of 
friends and a loving family 

— his parents, three sisters 
and one brother.  He no 
longer has family members 
in Coalgate but keeps in 
touch with friends.
 Dr. Leone is the managing 
partner for Midwest 
Business Investments, Ltd. 
in Midwest City, OK.  
 He and his wife, Betty, 
have one daughter, Gina, 
and three grandchildren 
(five, counting spouses) that 
they thoroughly enjoy. 




