
It’s Never Too Late 

 

              
From left to right: Madison Sam, Karsyn Flowers, Donald Sprague, Breana Hale, Jake Coffee, 

and Connor Williams. 
 

Mr. Donald Sprague was presented his FFA jacket after 71 years on April 14, 2021, in 

front of the Coalgate High School Agricultural Building.  The chapter was started in 1947 with 

the agricultural teacher being Gus David Martin. Mr. Sprague was elected FFA President in 

1949. He graduated in 1950.  He didn’t purchase the jacket in high school because he was 

saving his money to purchase cattle and land.  He also wanted to be able to afford to show 

his hog at the county show.  The jacket was purchased by an anonymous donor. 

It became quite clear while visiting with Mr. Sprague that he was not afraid of a 

challenge.  Upon graduation from high school, he had received a few stipends to attend 

Oklahoma A&M, which is now Oklahoma State University, but he was able to come up with 

the rest of the money when he sold his steer.  

   The Korean War started in the summer of 1950, so after he completed his first 

semester, he joined the Army and became a Paratrooper.  He made it clear that he never 

went to Korea.  He spent his time in training.  He was stationed in Ft. Campbell Kentucky.  He 

was a member of the 11th Airborne Division. Fort Campbell is the training and development 

center for Army Air Assault Operations.  From Ft. Campbell he was sent to Ft. Benning 

Georgia for The United States Army Airborne School – widely known as Jump School. They 

conduct the basic paratrooper (military parachutist) training for the United States Armed 

Forces.  Once his training was over he went back to Ft. Campbell.   
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He later returns to Ft. Benning for Pathfinder Platoon training.   Their primary mission is to 

infiltrate areas and set up parachute drop zones and helicopter landing zones for airborne 

and air assault missions. Today, U.S. Army Pathfinders are an elite force making up less than 

. 01% of the total Army. In June of 1952, Mr. Sprague was sent to Ft. Bragg, NC where he 

became part of the 10th Special Forces Airborne group, later known as the Green Beret.   

Mr. Sprague made the decision not to re-enlist and settled in Philadelphia.  There he 

found employment at a company starting as a clerk.  He worked during the day and 

attended LaSalle University in the evening.  Mr. Sprague later graduated with his Law Degree 

from Temple University. He continued working at the same company as a Corporate Lawyer.  

After forty-five years, he retired as their Chief Legal Counsel.  

 He returned to Coalgate in 1999 to begin ranching full time.  He jokes that he became 

a lawyer so he could afford to be a cowboy. 

 Mr. Sprague still maintains a home in Philadelphia.  His wife’s name is Elizabeth.  They 

have four children.  Don Jr., a retired Geophysicist, lives in The Woodlands in TX; Mary Gay is 

an attorney in Washington, D.C.; Kathleen is a Professional Organizer in Philadelphia, PA; and 

Amy teaches at the University of Washington in Seattle, WA. He has seven grandchildren.  

 

 

                                            
                     Mr. Sprague wearing his long awaited FFA jacket. 
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From left to right:  Kathleen Fleck, Mr. Sprague’s sister; Madison Sam, Karsyn Flowers, 

Mr. Sprague, Breana Hale, Jake Coffee, and Connor Williams.  

 

    
 

                                 Mr. Sprague’s 1950 senior picture 


