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	 This	is	the	fourth	article	in	the	series	about	the	first	class	of	inductees	into	
the	newly	formed	Coalgate	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame.		Today	we	look	at	a	true	
legend	of	Coalgate	athletics	in	Coach	Donald Mike Mayer.		
	 “Dode”	was	an	outstanding	football	player	for	Coalgate	High	School	and	
graduated	in	the	class	of	1959.	 	He	was	a	 tremendous	linebacker	for	 the	
Wildcats,	and	even	though	he	was	undersized	at	5’8”,	he	was	a	three-year	
starter.	 	The	 impact	 he	made	with	 his	 ferocious	
tackling	 and	 his	 hard	 running	 as	 a	 halfback	 is	
what	so	many	fans	remember	about	his	ability	and	
contribution	to	the	team.			
	 Donald	 Mike	 then	 proceeded	 to	 play	 his	
college	 football	 at	 Southeastern	 Oklahoma	
State	 University	 in	 Durant.	 	 Again,	 he	 had	 to	
overcome	huge	odds,	but	did	so,	and	was	a	very	
solid	linebacker	for	the	Savages	in	the	early	60’s.		
Eventually	the	injury	bug	took	its	toll	and	“Dode”	
missed	 several	 games	 because	 of	 those	 difficult	
injuries.	 	After	graduation,	he	coached	a	year	 in	
Montana	and	 then	returned	 to	his	alma	mater	 in	
1964	as	an	assistant	to	Jim	Wills.	
	 In	1965	Coach	Mayer	assumed	the	head	coaching	
responsibilities	and	remained	in	that	position	until	
1978.		His	two	most	outstanding	teams	were	the	
1968	squad	that	finished	10-1-1	and	led	the	state	
with	 the	number	one	defense	giving	up	only	48	
points	 in	 12	 games	 and	 producing	 six	 shutouts.		
The	1972	team	led	by	Hall	of	Fame	inductee	Joe 
Avanzini finished	10-3	and	advanced	to	the	state	
semi-finals.	 	All	 of	 Coach	Mayer’s	 teams	 were	
known	for	their	defense	and	ball	control	offense	
out	of	the	I	formation	for	the	majority	of	his	tenure.
Following	is	an	interview	given	by	his	brother,	Tom Mayer,	regarding	

how	he	remembers	his	brother.	
TOM MAYER —	First	of	all,	I	would	like	to	say	that	the	whole	family	

Donald Mike Mayer — A Man’s Man
is	honored	and	humbled	by	this	tremendous	honor	bestowed	upon	Donald.		
He	would	have	been	 so	proud	 to	accept	 this	honor	and	would	have	been	
extremely	humbled	as	well.		
	 He	lived	and	breathed	football	his	whole	life	and	the	only	thing	he	liked	
as	much	was	hunting	 and	fishing.	 	 I	 can	 remember	 that	 he	would	 let	me	
tag	 along	with	his	buddies	when	 they	would	go	fishing	 sometimes	 and	a	

humorous	story	about	him	was	one	day	when	
he	got	a	fishing	hook	caught	 in	his	eyebrow.		
The	rest	of	us	were	freaking	out	and	Donald	
just	pulled	it	out	and	kept	on	fishing.		Also,	he	
was	extremely	athletic	and	was	the	only	guy	
at	Coalgate	that	I	ever	saw	do	a	standing	back	
flip	and	land	on	his	feet	without	falling.
	 One	aspect	of	what	Donald	did	when	he	took	
over	was	to	upgrade	the	non-district	games.		He	
said	 that	 playing	 tougher	 competition	would	
help	 his	 guys	 as	 they	 played	 to	 win	 district	
championships.		He	used	to	tell	me	that	if	he	
could	 keep	 it	 close	 until	 the	 fourth	 quarter	
that	he	felt	like	the	conditioning	of	his	players	
would	 give	 him	 a	 chance	 to	 win	 the	 game.		
That	 is	 exactly	 what	 happened	 numerous	
times	when	the	Wildcats	would	stage	a	fourth	
quarter	rally	to	pull	the	game	out.
	 We	 then	 saw	 the	 fight	 Donald	 had	 in	 him	
when	 he	 contracted	 ALS,	 or	 better	 known	
as	 Lou	 Gehrig’s	 disease.	 	 As	 people	 will	
remember,	he	still	coached	from	the	golf	cart	
until	he	became	incapacitated	and	bedridden.		
Then he was still able to communicate with 

people	by	using	the	computer	and	typing	out	words	with	a	stick	in	his	mouth	
to	push	down	on	the	keyboard.		He	fought	to	the	bitter	end;	and	the	family	
and	I	were,	and	are	to	this	day,	so	very	proud	of	our	Hall	of	Famer,	Donald	
Mike	Mayer. Continued	on	Page	A-3
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 AUDREY MAYER, 
Class of 1972 —	 Donald	
Mike	 Mayer,	 Dode,	 was	
my	 oldest	 brother	 and	 the	
light	of	my	life.	 	I	received	
an enormous amount of 
love	 and	 encouragement	
from	 him.	 	 Without	 Dode,	
I	would	not	be	the	person	I	
am	 today.	 	 He	 was	 a	 good	
man.	 	 He	 would	 take	 me	
with	 him	 sometimes	 and	 it	
was	 always	 an	 adventure.		
Those	were	happy	times.		
	 He	 loved	 football	 and	 he	
was	a	player	and	a	coach.		He	
was	 an	 inspirational	 coach.		
In	 coaching,	 he	 taught	 his	
players	 team	spirit,	 respect,	
and	 responsibility.	 	 He	
believed	 in	 being	 the	 best	
you	could	be.		Since	he	was	
born	 he	 was	 destined	 to	
impact	peoples	 lives.	 	Parts	
of	his	character	still	live	on	
in	the	players	he	coached.
	 When	Dode	was	diagnosed	
with	Lou	Gehrig’s	disease	I	
was	 so	 scared.	 	How	could	
someone who was such a 
good	 person	 be	 taken	 from	
us?	 	There	was	no	sense	 to	
it.		The	months	that	followed	
were	 heartbreaking.	 	 I	
watched	 my	 brother	 die	 a	
slow	death.	 	He	would	 still	
go	 to	 the	 football	 games	
in	 a	 wheelchair	 and	 get	 to	
be	 on	 the	 sidelines.	 	Those	
were	dark	days	and	he	was	
unable	 to	 hold	 the	 child	 he	
had	wanted	for	years	as	the	
disease	 had	 robbed	 him	 of	
his	 muscles.	 	 The	 muscles	
that	for	years	he	relied	on	to	
be	active	and	vibrant.
	 I	 will	 never	 forget	 my	
brother!	 	 If	 he	 could	 have	
talked	 before	 he	 died,	 I	
think	 he	 would	 have	 said,	
“Thanks	for	the	memories.”		
Go	Wildcats!

Reflections of Coach 
Donald Mike Mayer

 BOB CODY, Class of 
1966 —	It’s	been	almost	50	
years	 since	 Coach	 Mayer	
assumed	 the	head	 coaching	
position	 at	 Coalgate	 High	
School.		He	was	already	an	
icon	 because	 of	 his	 play	 at	
Coalgate	and	at	Southeastern	
Oklahoma	State	University.		
All	 of	 his	 former	 players	
have	 stories,	many	of	 them	
similar.	 	 He	 coached	 some	
great	 teams	 and	 had	 some	
special	players.
		 Surprisingly,	 that’s	 not	
what	stands	out	when	I	think	
of	 Coach	 Mayer.	 	 It	 was	
his	 character,	 his	 physical	
presence	 and	 his	 demeanor	
that	I’ll	always	remember.		
	 Coach	 Mayer	 never	
screamed	 or	 shouted	 at	 his	
players.	 	When	you	made	a	
bad	 play	 he	 might	 not	 say	
a	 word;	 but	 one	 hard	 look	
from	 Coach	 was	 enough	
to	 motivate	 you.	 	 As	 Joe	
Avanzini	 said	 so	 well,	
“When	Coach	Mayer	spoke,	
we	listened.”		
	 The	 large	 banner	 that	
always	 hung	 in	 the	 locker	
room was our constant 
reminder	 that	 “There	 is	 no	
I	 in	Team.”	 	Foul	 language	
was	 not	 tolerated.	 	 Three	
licks	 from	 Coach	 while	 in	
gym	 shorts	 made	 a	 lasting	
impression	 on	me.	 	He	 did	
calisthenics	and	ran	sprints.		
Even	 now,	 I	 can	 see	 him	
with	a	helmet	on	(he	didn’t	
need	shoulder	pads)	and	pick	
out	 some	 unlucky	 player	
for	 another	 demonstration	
on	 the	 proper	 technique	
of	 a	 side	 body	 block.	 	 He	
then	 proceeded	 to	 roll	 him	
backwards	 at	 least	 then	
yards.
On	 game	 day,	 Coach	
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always wore a white shirt 
with	 a	 tie.	 	 In	 all	 the	 years	
that	 I	 saw	 Coach	 Mayer	
during	 his	 coaching	 career,	
not	one	 time	did	 I	 ever	 see	
him	 berate	 an	 official	 or	
blame	 a	 tough	 loss	 on	 the	
referees.	 	The	players	were	
so	 proud	 to	 play	 for	 him.		
He	epitomized	what	young,	
impressionable	kids	needed	
so	 much	 —	 A MAN OF 
CHARACTER.  
	 It’s	been	said	many	times,	
“The	 good	 die	 young.”		
Truer	 words	 were	 never	
spoken	 concerning	 Donald	
Mike	Mayer.
 JIM COX, Class of 1959 
—	 Donald	 Mike	 was	 the	
most	 devout	 person	 I	 have	
ever	known.
 FRANK COMETTI, 
Class of 1967—	He	was	fair	
to	 everybody	 and	 treated	
everyone	the	same.		He	had	
a	way	to	get	the	most	out	of	
you	of	anyone	I	ever	knew.		
	 I	remember	being	late	for	
practice	 one	 day	 as	 I	 had	
to	 go	 get	 my	 physical	 that	
I	 had	 failed	 to	 get	 when	 I	
was	 expected	 to.	 	 Practice	
finished	 and	 he	 told	 me	 I	
had	 to	 do	 pushups	 for	 my	
mistake,	 and	 after	 a	 few	
minutes	 I	 just	 laid	 on	 the	
ground.	 	He	came	over	and	
asked	 me,	 “What	 are	 you	
doing,	 Frank?”	 	 I	 said,	 “I	
can’t	do	any	more	pushups.”		
He	then	told	me	to	never	say	
I	 can’t	 do	 something	 ever	
again	 on	 the	 football	 field.		
He	 helped	me	 to	 become	 a	
man.”
 HARRY TUNNEL, 
Class of 1959 —	 I	 had	
the	 privilege	 of	 knowing	
Donald	Mike	 from	 the	first	
grade	at	Lee	School	through	
rooming	 with	 him	 some	
in	 college.	 	 It’s	 difficult	 to	
put	into	words	what	a	good	
friend	he	was.		
	 He	 always	 wanted	 to	 be	
the	 best	 that	 he	 could	 be,	
whether	it	was	participating	
in	sports	or	working	on	 the	
family	 ranch	 during	 hay	
season.	 	 He	 always	 took	
the	 toughest	 job	 in	 the	
field.	 	 Anyone	 that	 knew	
him	knows	he	was	a	quality	
individual.
 GENE MITCHUM, 
Class of 1959 — What 
I remember most about 
Donald	 Mike	 was	 his	
intensity	when	approaching	
things	 that	 he	 was	 really	
interested	in.		When	we	were	
fishing,	 hunting,	 or	 playing	
football,	 you	 could	 see	 the	
intense concentration he 
would	exert	 in	 trying	 to	do	
the	very	best	he	could.		
 I recall more than once 
that	 after	 a	 game	we	 could	
have	won	 he	would	 almost	
be	in	tears.		Then	he	would	
try	 to	 apologize	 to	 the	 rest	
of us because he felt that if 
he	had	done	better	we	could	
have	won.
 JAMES PRINCE, Class 
of 1969 —	First	of	all,	I	did	
have	 a	 couple	 of	 run-ins	
with	Coach	Mayer.	
	 I	 remember	 one	 day	 in	
practice	 he	 got	 on	 me	 and	
I	 acted	 like	 I	 didn’t	 like	 it.		
Well,	he	grabbed	my	helmet	
and	head	butted	me	with	his	
head.	 	 It	 didn’t	 even	 faze	
him	 and	 that	 shocked	 me,	
but	 everyone	 knew	 he	 was	
one	tough	man.	
	 I	certainly	had	a	great	deal	
of	respect	for	Coach	Mayer	
and	 was	 proud	 to	 have	
played	for	Coach	and	go	to	
battle	for	him.
 DEWAYNE LAWSON, 
Class of 1972 —	 Coach	
Mayer	 was	 a	 great	mentor.		

Not	only	did	he	teach	us	to	
play	the	game	of	football,	he	
taught	 us	 to	 respect	 others	
and	the	things	around	us.	
	 Coach	 expected	 us	 to	 do	
our best whether we were 
on	 or	 off	 the	 field.	 	 If	 we	
made	a	mistake	on	a	certain	
play,	he	would	show	us	what	
we	did	wrong,	pat	us	on	the	
helmet	and	say,	“Let’s	do	it	
right	this	time.”		
	 Coach	Mayer	wasn’t	a	big	
man,	but	he	had	a	big	heart.		
He	loved	coaching	football	
and	 he	 loved	 his	 players.		
In	 my	 opinion,	 we	 could	
not	have	had	a	better	coach	
or	 role	 model	 than	 Coach	
Mayer.

TOM CORSINI, Class 

Continued	from	Front	Page
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of 1974 —	 Donald	 Mike	
Mayer,	like	all	great	leaders,	
was	 very	 influential	 on	 the	
youngsters	that	were	able	to	
participate	 in	 sports	 under	
him	at	Coalgate	High	School.		
He	was	a	disciplinarian	who	
managed	 to	 get	 the	 most	
out	 of	 his	 players	 while	
delivering	 the	 utmost	 in	
support	and	encouragement.		
He	set	the	bar.	
	 I	remember	Coach	Mayer	
delivering	 the	 utmost	 in	
discipline	 to	 some	very	big	
individuals	 with	 that	 three-
foot	 paddle	 he	 had.	 	 As	
a	 young	 junior	 high	 kid,	
he	 made	 me	 a	 believer	 in	

Donald Mike Mayer — A Man’s Man
Continued	from	Page	A-3 doing	 things	 right	 just	 by	

watching.	 	 I	 don’t	 think	
anyone	 ever	 came	back	 for	
more	correction.	
	 Today’s	 world	 could	
probably	 use	 a	 big	 dose	 of	
Coach	Mayer	ethics.		I	will	
remember	him	always.
 PHILLIP CODY, Class 
of 1969 —	Coach	Mayer	was	
one	of	the	most	competitive	
and	toughest	men	I	was	ever	
around.		
	 A	 perfect	 practice	 for	 us	
would	 include	 him	 running	
plays	 against	 our	 defense,	
he	 without	 any	 pads	
and	 wearing	 someone’s	
borrowed	helmet.	 	 It	 didn’t	
make	 any	 difference	 what	

kind	 of	 competition	 it	
was,	 football,	 basketball,	
shooting	 pool,	 he	 always	
was relentless in his will to 
win	and	to	do	his	best.	
	 Most	of	all,	he	was	a	great	
man	 and	 leader.	 	 There	
wasn’t	 anything	 any	 of	 us	
wouldn’t	 do	 for	 him.	 	 He	
had	the	character	that	made	
you	want	 to	do	 everything	
in	 your	 power	 to	 succeed.		
It truly was one of my 
greatest	blessings	 to	get	 to	
play	for	him.

T O M M Y 
LOUDERMILK, Class of 
1969 —	What	I	liked	about	
Coach	Mayer	is	that	he	was	
fair	to	everyone	in	regard	to	
not	playing	favorites.		
	 If	you	were	the	best,	then	
you	were	 able	 to	 play	 any	
position	on	the	team.		Also,	
he	 was	 a	 true	 man’s	 man	
and	I	really	enjoyed	playing	
for	him.
 GENE DAVIS, assistant 
football coach 1968-69 — 
The	 impressive	 thing	 that	
I	 remember	 about	 Donald	
Mike	 was	 that	 it	 didn’t	
matter if we won or lost 
he	 was	 always	 the	 same.		
Never	 got	 too	 high	 or	 too	
low	 and	 had	 an	 even	 keel	
personality.	
	 He	was	a	real	pleasure	to	
work	with	every	day	as	we	
went	through	the	season
 FRANK SHORES,	
Class of 1970 —	He	was	a	
unique	individual,	as	big	as	
life.		When	he	spoke	to	you	
(as	 a	 group	 or	 individual),	
you	 listened.	 	 He	 had	 the	
ability	to	get	your	attention,	
and	you	heard	every	word.		
He	 was	 a	 person	 that	 you	
felt	 secure	 with,	 a	 person	
you	respected,	a	person	that	
wanted	 to	 teach.	 	Through	
the	 use	 of	 football,	 he	
managed	to	teach	us	the	ups	
and	downs	of	life;	to	work	
as	a	group	by	improving	as	
an	individual.	
	 That	 type	 of	 teaching	
is	 the	 same	 type	 that	 is	
applied	 throughout	 life’s	
experiences.	 	 I	 feel	 safe	 in	
saying	that	most	of	us	have	
put	 that	 teaching	 (‘Never	
Quit’	attitude)	to	use	in	the	
past	40-50	years.	
	 Coach	 showed	 us	 that	
each	and	every	person	had	
a	 certain	 skill	 and	he	fine-
tuned	it;	so	we	could	perform	
as	 group.	 	 The	 results	 of	
his	years	at	Coalgate	High	
School	reflect	how	great	this	
worked.	 	 He	 may	 well	 be	
gone,	but	his	legacy	is	alive	
today	 through	 his	 players.		
I’m	honored	to	have	had	the	
opportunity	to	play	for	him.		
I	 have	 the	 greatest	 respect	
and	 admiration	 for	 Coach	
Donald	Mike	Mayer.

HALL OF FAME 
TICKET DRIVE UNDER WAY!!!

The inaugural Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet ticket 
drive has begun.  The banquet, which will honor the first in-
ductees to the Hall of Fame, will take place on Saturday, May 
24, at 5 p.m. at the high school cafeteria.  
   Tickets are only $15 and may be purchased from the follow-
ing establishments in Coalgate:  Shamrock Bank, FirstBank, 
the Brandin’ Iron Restaurant, Sonny’s Grocery, and Palace 
Drug. All previous contributors to the Hall of Fame will have 
their tickets held at the door on the night of the banquet.  We 
appreciate your early purchase by May 15, so an approxi-
mate number can be given to the caterer. 
   The first Hall of Fame class consists of Jack Ward class of 
1942, Ernest Paul Fanning 1948, Donald Mike Mayer 1959 
(deceased), Elvin Sweeten 1960, Joe Avanzini 1973, and the 
2004 Girls State Champion Track Team.  The keynote speaker 
will be Tom McDaniel, a 1956 graduate, who has had a stellar 
career in the business world and was an outstanding athlete 
at Coalgate High School.  You may contact these members of 
the selection committee for tickets.

Bill Avanzini 580-927-3048; Melva Thomas 580-927-2293
Jim Clemens 580-258-1234; Bill Wilson 580-927-5298

Trent Bourland 405-406-8635
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