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 What a football player!!!  Chris Rainey, a 1989 graduate of Coalgate 
High School, is one of four Wildcats selected to be inducted into the 

Chris Rainey:  All-time leading football 
player in total tackles for the Wildcats

Chris Rainey and Stacy Ward during Chris’ SOSU Savage days.  They were 
married in 1996.

2019 Wildcat Hall of Famer Chris Rainey

Coalgate Athletic Hall of Fame on May 
25 at the gymnasium. 
 Chris was a 1989 graduate who started 
three seasons and ended his career as the 
all- time leader in tackles made playing 
for the Wildcats with an eye-opening 
total of 633. Rainey made All-State 
Special Recognition and was the 2A 
All-District Back of the Year his senior 
campaign.  He was the KHKC Player 
of the Week twice and went on to play 
football at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University. 
 Rainey was a four-year starter and 
team captain at Southeastern for three 
years and made the OIC All- Conference 
first team in 1991 and 1992, second team 
All-Conference in 1993, and the NAIA 
All-District 9 first team in 1992.  
 In his career for the Savages, Chris 
made the OIC Defensive Player of the 
Week twice and the KLBC Player of 
the Week three times.  In his junior 
season, he had a receiving touchdown, 
two interceptions, and was third on the 
team in tackles.  He had four fumble 
recoveries and led the team in sacks.
 Chris was recently interviewed about 
his selection to the Coalgate Hall of 

Fame and had this to say: 
 “My first reaction was just an awesome feeling and very humbling 
because of all the great athletes who have played for Coalgate High 
School.  I am very grateful to the voters who made this possible 
and I want to share it with all the people who helped me become 
successful. 
 “I look back, and my very first mentor was Kenny Pebworth who 
spent a lot of time coaching me.  George Heck and Stan Addy were 
my high school coaches who gave me a lot of direction in playing 
football the right way.  My Loudermilk uncles, Tommy, Chuck and 
Dan, were very supportive every step of the way during my career.”
 Chris reflected on his football career at Coalgate with some 
memorable games and situations. 
 “My sophomore year our team really came together in game nine 
as we upset the favorite Tishomingo 40-34 in overtime.  That game 
propelled us into the playoffs and it was on Halloween and was a 
crazy game.  
 “Our first playoff game we traveled to Jones and beat them 28-14 

and it was the coldest weather that I ever played a football game.  It 
hurt every time you hit somebody and I was just happy to get out of 
there with the win.  
 “The quarterfinal game was at Coalgate and we jumped out early 

on Plainview and led 18-8, but they 
played a great second half and we lost 
the game 28-18.  I would like to say that 
our leader and MVP that year was Billy 
Hefley who kept us focused throughout 
the season.
 “The next year, 1987, we started 4-0 
and played Valliant on the road.  Steven 
Hughes broke his jaw in the game and 
yet we survived and won 20-19.  I was 
fortunate to score two touchdowns 
in the game and make the tackle to 
preserve the victory when they went 
for the two-point conversion down by 
one.  That made us 5-0 and we were 
really pumped up.  
 “Steven Hughes, who was an 
excellent quarterback, along with 
three other teammates, Bryan Franks, 
Ben Cody and Brad Thomas, were 
outstanding players who led us to a 
playoff berth.  We were able to finish 
the year 8-3.  
 “Playing football at Coalgate High 
School was a great experience and 
helped to prepare me for what came 
next.”
 Chris Rainey then took his talent 
to Southeastern Oklahoma State 

University where he continued to achieve at the next level. 
 “College football was definitely a challenge as the players were 
bigger, faster, and stronger.  My first big game came my sophomore 
season against Northeastern Oklahoma State.  
 “We had to go up against a transfer, Derrick Moore, from Auburn.  
He had 4.5 speed and ended up playing 11 years in the NFL for 
Detroit and Atlanta.  He scored on a fake punt from about 40 yards 
out and that was the difference in the game.  Moore finished that 
year as one of the top rushing leaders in the country, and it was 
satisfying holding him to only 45 yards on the day.  We finished the 
year as the #1 ranked defense in the country.
 “My junior year we were tied with East Central for the conference 
title, and the rivalry game was played in Ada.  I can remember 
the whole Loudermilk clan was there to see the game, and I was 
fortunate to have played a good game. 
 “I had an interception and returned it to the two-yard line to set up 
a touchdown.  It was bittersweet as we lost the game and finished 

in second place.  Also, I had a couple of sacks that 
allowed me to lead the team in sacks for the season. 
 “An honor that I was very proud of was the award 
that was given to the hardest worker in the offseason.  
I was selected as the recipient all four years, and 
coincidentally the award was named the “Wildcat” 
award, which I thought was pretty cool.”
 Chris lives in Ada with his wife, Stacy Ward, 
who was his high school sweetheart. They have 
two children, Molly, a senior at Byng HS who will 
be attending the University of Central Florida on a 
softball scholarship next year.  Also, a son, Nathan, 
who is in the eighth grade and an avid baseball player.
 Following are quotes from some of the coaches and 
teammates that were supporters of Chris during his 
time at Coalgate and Southeastern:
  Morris Sloan, former head football coach, 
Southeastern: 
 Chris was a young man who came to the football 
program as a walk-on athlete.  He quickly proved that 
he could play and was given a scholarship.  His work 
ethic was off the charts.  
 I coached 15 years at Southeastern and he is in 
the top five of all players that I had the privilege of 
coaching.  Chris was the epitome of toughness.  If I 
was having to go to a bad neighborhood of a major 
city, I would definitely want Chris Rainey with me.
 Brooke Stafford, football teammate at 
Southeastern: 
 First of all, having Chris Rainey as a teammate and 

Continued on Page A-5
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Oklahoma Farm Bureau agent today
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Kevin Haney
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OKLAHOMA
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INSURANCE

1007 S. Broadway
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C: 580.927.5029
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For details about Oklahoma Farm Bureau,
visit us online at okfbins.com
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OKLAHOMA
FARM BUREAU
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MICHAEL L. DIAL, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry & Orthodontics

104 Ruth Avenue, Atoka
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•Root Canals •Cosmetic Dentistry
•Oral Surgery •Teeth Whitening

•Sedation
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Chris Rainey:  All-time leading football 
player in total tackles for the Wildcats

Chris Rainey was a four-year starter 
and team captain for the Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University Savages for 
three years. 
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friend has been one of the 
great blessings of my life.  
I have used Chris as an 
example in my 
professional 
and personal 
life almost 
daily for 
the last 25 
years.  He is 
the toughest 
and most 
d e t e r m i n e d 
player I have 
ever been 
around. 
 His career at 
Southeastern 
was an 
i n s p i r a t i o n 
to anyone 
that had the 
privilege to 
be a part of it.  
I have been 
fortunate in 
my football 
c o a c h i n g 
career to have 
over 250 
players that 
have gone on 
to play college football.  
Several have gone on to 
play in the NFL, four or 
five have played in the Pro 
Bowl, and a couple have 
a chance to be in the NFL 
Hall of Fame someday.  
However, none of them 
are respected as much as 
Chris by his teammates at 
Southeastern.  This is a 
well-deserved honor and 
Chris has always been so 
proud of being a Coalgate 
Wildcat.   
	 Billy	 Hefley,	 1987	
Coalgate graduate and 
teammate: 
 Chris was two years 
younger than me in high 
school, a sophomore 
when I was a senior.  
We were teammates for 
one season in the fall of 
1986.  After an incredible 
season the prior year with 
an 11-2 record in Class A, 
I started off the ’86 season 
less than confident we 
could follow that up with 
a winning record.  Not 
only had we graduated the 
majority of our starters, 
we moved to Class 2A to 
face district powerhouses 
like Tishomingo.  We had 
to do that with several 
underclassmen who 
were expected to fill the 
cleats of those departing 
seniors.
 Chris Rainey was one 
of those young players, 
and as I recall he never 
backed down from the 
challenge.  During two-a-
day practices I really got 
to find out what kind of 
player he was.  I quickly 
learned Chris was the 
type of player that gave 
120% effort all the time. 
He was always willing to 
put in extra work to make 
himself better.  He had 
all the qualities of a great 
athlete you read all about. 
He was different in that 
he NEVER gave up. 
 Chris was somewhat 
of a quiet guy off the 
field and even shy at 

times.  However, when 
he stepped onto the field 
to play football he turned 

into a different dude 
with an intensity most 
players never reach.  I 
can remember more than 
once looking at Chris in 
a defensive huddle and 
seeing a look in his eyes 
that told you he was ready 
to play. 
 Back in those days, we 
had a right of passage 
where as a sophomore 
you had to prove yourself 
to the upperclassmen.  I 
can remember my chance 
to “test” Chris during a 
drill one afternoon.  Here I 
was, this returning senior 
starter going against a 
youngster.  All the time I 
was thinking I was going 
to level this guy.  I gave 
Chris all I had and he 
came back for more every 
time.  Before long, it was 
Chris giving me all the 
hits that I could handle. 
He just never gave in….
 I then gained the 
confidence in our team 
I was unsure of before 
the start of pre-season 
practices.  That Rainey 
boy gave me that 
confidence and I knew 
we would be alright.  You 
never had to worry about 
Chris taking care of his 
assignments.  Actually, 
he would be the guy 
shedding his blocker and 
coming to help everyone 
else.  
 We finished that season 
with a winning record of 
7-5 and surprised a lot of 
people.  We were able to 
take down Tishomingo, 
and that was the first 
time in several years 
that Coalgate had beaten 
them.  We then defeated 
Holdenville who was 
expected to win our 
district.  
 All the accomplishments 
that season were due 
to the efforts of those 
underclassmen, especially 
Chris Rainey!!!!  What a 
STUD he was.

 Keith Baxter, former 
offensive coordinator 
Southeastern: 

 It was 
one of those 
cold days of 
February and 
the Savages 
were in 
o f f - s e a s o n 
preparing for 
spring football.  
Head Coach 
Morris Sloan 
and myself 
were running 
the tire pulling 
station and 
witnessed one 
of my most 
m e m o r a b l e 
times at 
Southeastern.  
 C h r i s 
Rainey had 
put on the 
h o m e m a d e 
harness to 
pull the semi-
truck tire the 
required 60 
yards and what 

I witnessed over that 
distance says more than 
I could ever say about 
what is means to be a 
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SAVAGE.  
 We had watched several 
before and many after, but 
there was just something 
different, something 
special about that one 
rep Chris performed.  He 
exemplified everything 
a coach could want in a 
player.  Courage, strength, 
heart, perseverance, 
passion, loyalty, love, 
work ethic, leadership, 

Chris Rainey:  All-time leading football 
player in total tackles for the Wildcats

Tishomingo 
610 E. 24th

(580)371-2343

Coalgate 
107 E. Post Avenue 
(580)927-2828

Atoka 
1556 S. Virginia 
(580)889-4746

If you have questions regarding the risks or symptoms 
of colorectal cancer, please contact one of FHCSO’s 

three convenient locations. 

March is National Colorectal 
Cancer Awareness Month 

Preventable
Treatable
Beatable

OPEN: MON - SAT    Store - 580-258-8686
       9•5:30         James -  580-258-0911

NOW OPEN   

TROYER’S DISCOUNTGrocery LLC

37097 CR 1730 31 & 48 Junction • Coalgate, OK 74538

~DISCOUNT GOODS~
Monday & Thursday

Homemade Bread
Cinnamon Rolls

Fried Pies 
Every Thursday

WE ACCEPT ALL MAGAER CREDIT CARDS

          Indian Taco Sale &

Friday, March 8, 2019
Coalgate Choctaw Community Center

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
(Includes taco, drink, & dessert)

Silent Auction Closes at 1:00
Proceeds to go toward cHoctaw senIor trIP

Call
580-927-3641

for deliveries or 

  Silent Auction

to go orders

$7 
per meal

Continued from Page A-5 unselfishness, grit, 
spirit, attitude, purpose, 
opportunity, every
positive attribute a coach 
could ask for from a 
player.  
 That short distance
of 60 yards says a lot 
about Chris Rainey and 
the way he has lived his 
life.  This event was so 
impactful there was an 
award named in Chris’ 
honor that is still in use 
today for the person who 
has the best off-season — 
The Wildcat Award.
 The first time I met 
Chris is also very special.  
He walked into our
coach’s office, shook 
hands (great handshake) 
with Coach Sloan, Coach 
Ray Richards and myself 
and simply asked for a 
chance to be a part of the 
Savage football team, not 
a scholarship, a starting 
position, just a chance.  
 Little did we know
at the time what an
impact he would have 
on Southeastern football 
and our lives.  All of 
the aforementioned
characteristics started to 
unveil themselves each 
and every day.  
 Another event that
shows Chris’ true
character was prior to his 
senior season.  He had 
established himself as
one of the best defensive 
ends in the OIC but 
was asked to move to 
defensive tackle to shore 
up a weakness.  He did 
so without reservation
or question and quickly 
became a force inside.  
Unselfish, for the good of 
the team.
 Chris became a great 

player for the Savages 
not because of his ability 

 alone, it was how he 
played the game with 
everything he had.  
Nothing was ever left 

 in his tank. You always 
knew that it was never a 
question that Chris would 
give maximum effort.  
 He also had the lighter 
side.  Back then the 
players could celebrate 
after an outstanding play.  
Well, Chris developed 
the move we all came 
to know as the Coalgate 
Quake.  After he or his 
teammates would make 

 a good play, you could 
bet the Quake would be 
unleashed!!!
 He has lived his life 
with by those same 
standards that were 
developed by family and 
coaches in Coalgate.  
Serving his country to 
the sacrifice of himself 

 and time away from his 
 family.  Leading and 

developing soldiers that 
span the world, leaving 
a little bit of Wildcat and 

 Savage instilled into each 
of them.  His professional 
career has produced 
the same results, being 

 identified as a leader in 
 his industry.

 Beyond all of this, Chris 
is a great family man, a 

 good husband and father, 
always being an example 
of how to do things the 
right way.
 It is an honor to get 
to write a few of my 

 thoughts of this man I 
respect and love and am 
blessed to call a friend.
 Congratulations, Chris 
Rainey, on your induction 
into Coalgate High 
Athletic Hall of 
Fame! 


