
Dancing and Stickball  
 

The Choctaw Cultural Center from Durant sent four representatives to E. E. Emerson 

Elementary summer school on June 8, 2021. Haleigh Gibson, Cultural Coordinator Teacher; 

Joshua Jacob, Cultural Affairs and Arts Education Coordinator; Brad Joe, Cultural Specialist; 

and Malinda Steve, Cultural Demonstrator. They demonstrated the Jump Dance which was 

performed before all dances as a replica of the beginning of life or the beginning of 

anything in particular and the Snake Dance. The Snake Dance is danced in honor of the 

Eastern Diamondback rattlesnake. The diamonds on Choctaw regalia represent the 

diamonds of the rattlesnake.  The Choctaws honor the snake because the snake ate the 

insects and the small animals that otherwise would destroy the food crops.   

Students in grades K-6 were invited to participate in the dancing and the Stickball 

game.  Even a teacher and some high school students joined in the fun.  

Before fun and games were to begin, students were completing assignments in the 

classroom.  

 

 

  
         Johanna Soto, left, and Willow Haney are busy in Mrs. Hix’s class.  

 

  
Mrs. Lay finishing a math assignment with her soon to be third graders.  

         Left to right: Stella Ward, Jentry Smith, and Zoey Hensley.  

 

 

More pictures below 



 
 

 
Top left: Dalayna Fortenberry and Dixie Hensley finishing up assignments. 

                                                        Bottom: Rosa Penney  

 

               
From left to right: Brad Joe, Cultural Specialist; Haleigh Gibson, Cultural Coordinator 

Teacher; Malinda Steve, Cultural Demonstrator; and Joshua Jacob, Cultural Affairs and Arts 

Education Coordinator. 

More pictures below 



Let the Games Begin 
 

Once students had finished assignments and the Choctaw representatives had set up 

for their activities, students were taken to the gym in two groups: K-2 and 3-6.  

 

    
Brad Joe addressing Emerson students      Students receiving directions for the Snake dance.  

 

 

   
Cody Coats, Dorothy Rogers, and Tori Plunkett paying close attention to the Snake dance  

taking place on the floor.  

 
                       Prinicipal Charles Canida always has a smile on his face.  

                                           More pictures below 



    
     Third graders preparing to play Stickball.   

 

 
Trey Wilkinson, Gavin Blue, and Emerson teacher, Kayla Blue decided to 

join in on the fun!   
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          More pictures below 



    

 

    
These ladies work tirelessly to provide an education for the children of 

Coalgate.   

Top: Kim Hedgecock, Rachel Hall, and Cheryl Lawrence. 

Middle: Bcky Hix   

 

 

                    The End 


