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 A Coal County man 
has entered into a plea 
agreement on a child sex 
crime filed against him in 
March 2015.  
 Allen Gene Buckley, 
Jr., 45, pleaded no contest 
on April 4 to lewd or 
indecent acts to child 
under 16.  The agreement 
was made two days 
before he was scheduled 
for jury trial on April 6.
 As part of the plea deal, 
Buckley was given a ten-
year sentence with all 
time suspended except 
for one year in the Coal 
County jail with credit 
for time served.

 After almost four decades of serving Coal County, 
District 2 County Commissioner Johnny D. Ward has 
decided to retire to spend more time with his family 
and pursue other personal interests. 
 Ward is currently one of two of the longest serving 
county commissioners in the state of Oklahoma.  
 Ward and Kelly Wahl of Major County both were 
elected county commissioners 30 years ago.  Prior to 
his election, Ward served eight years as road foreman 
under District 2 Commissioner Harry Farris, bringing 
his total years of service to 38.
 Ward’s current term of office ends December 31, 
2016.     

By Jack Bryant
 
 Sherry McCulley will 

Sherry McCulley — track coach without a track

Coach Sherry McCulley, 2016 Hall of Fame 
inductee

Sherry McCulley with her husband, Joe McCulley, 
during their tenure at Coalgate HS.  Joe McCulley 
served as superintendent and coach

be inducted into the 2016 
Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame 

for her very successful 
tenure as girls track 
coach from 1998 through 
2006.  Coach McCulley 
guided the Coalgate 
Lady Cat track program 
to three consecutive state 
championships from 
2004 thru 2006.
 As a retired history 
teacher, Coach 
McCulley’s plight 
reminds me of a short 
story written by Edward 
Everett Hale entitled, 
“The Man Without a 
Country.”  
 One could also compare 
to a carpenter without 
a hammer, a mechanic 
without a wrench, or 
a doctor without a 
stethoscope, because 
Coach McCulley was 
a track coach without 
a track.  However, 
being without a track 
did not seem to deter 
her in the least.  Coach 
McCulley turned a group 

of committed girls into 
three consecutive state 
championship winners.  
 We will say more about 
that feat later.  But, for 
now, here are some of 
Coach Sherry McCulley’s 
accomplishments during 
her coaching career.
 Coach McCulley was 
not only successful in 
Coalgate, she was a 
success before she came 
and after she left.  
 Before coming to 
Coalgate in 1998, Coach 

McCulley led Grove 
High School to four 
regional championships, 
one state runner-up and 
three consecutive state 
titles. 
 After leaving Coalgate, 
Coach McCulley 
led Hennessey High 
School to three regional 
championships, two state 
runner-ups and one state 
championship from 2006 
thru 2009.

 The three-day filing 
period for four Coal 
County elected offices 
ended April 15 with a 
total of eight candidates 

Coal County District 2 Commissioner Johnny D. Ward, 
right, and Major County Commissioner Kelly Wahl. 

Allen Gene Buckley, Jr.

Filing period ends – two races begin
—Sheriff and County Clerk unopposed

Coal County 
man makes
plea deal on 

child sex crime

filing Declarations of 
Candidacy.  Two races 
now begin –one for 
District 2 Commissioner 
and one for Court Clerk.
 Two big questions 
remained unanswered up 
until 5:00 p.m. Friday:  
 Whether Coal County 
Sheriff Bryan Jump 
would draw an opponent 
and whether District 2 
Commissioner Johnny D. 
Ward was going to hang 
up his hat after serving 
thirty years in that 
capacity.
 Jump, as it turned out, 
was the lone filer for 
sheriff.  His second four-
year term of office begins 
January 1, 2017.  
 An interesting question 
has arisen since Friday:  
Is Jump the first Coal 
County sheriff to run for 
office unopposed?  At this 
point, we’re not sure – but 
we do know that every 
elected sheriff as far back 
as F.R. Heck (1975-1985) 
had at least one opponent.  
More research is needed 
– and will be done - on 
elections prior to 1975.
 As to Commissioner 
Ward, he did not file for 
reelection and will hang 
up his commissioner hat 
the end of this year.  Ward 
has served as District 2 
commissioner for 30 years 

and has an additional eight 
years with the county as 
District 2 road foreman 
under Harry Farris.
 Four hopefuls filed 
for the Commissioner 
District 2 seat: Joel 
Coffee, Melvin “Hopper” 
Jackson, Nick Lee and 
Thomas McCoy (listed 
alphabetically).  
 Coal County Clerk 
Eugina Loudermilk 
breezed by the filing 
deadline without drawing 
an opponent.  Loudermilk 
began serving her first 
term of office in 2005 and 
will begin her fourth term 
in January 2016.
 Two persons filed for 
Coal County Court Clerk 
– incumbent Rachel Nix 
and LaDonna Flowers.  
Nix has served two full 
terms as Court Clerk.  
She was appointed 
acting Court Clerk in 
January 2006 following 
the retirement of Betty 
McCurry and was 
elected in July 2006 to 
fill McCurry’s unexpired 
term.  She was reelected 
in 2008 and 2012.
 So…Coal County 
voters will be deciding 
two offices in a couple 
of months – District 2 
Commissioner and Court 
Clerk.  The Primary 
Election is June 28.

Commissioner Ward 
announces retirement

—Ward is one of two longest serving 
county commissioners in state
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 Her track accomplishments include 11 regional championships, 
four state runner-ups and seven state championships.
 McCulley also coached cross-country along the way.  Her cross-
country accomplishments in Coalgate included three regional titles 
as well as two state runner- ups.  McCulley’s total cross-country 
achievements were ten regional championships, five state runner-
ups, and one state championship.
 Sherry McCulley has coached 25 All-Staters in her career, 
including six two-sport All-Staters.  She also coached softball 
and basketball while at Coalgate, taking the Coalgate Lady Cat 
basketball team to two area tournaments in four years. 
 McCulley began her coaching career in 1988 and retired from 
coaching in 2009.  She possessed many traits that made her a very 
successful coach.  She had a love for the sports that she coached 
and enjoyed and cared for her student athletes.  She expected and 
received 100% effort from her athletes. 
 Coach McCulley did not have a track to work out on, so she had 
to improvise by running the streets of Coalgate and measuring off 
distances on the football field.  Coach McCulley was never over-
worked.  She spent lots of time on weekends, late evenings, and 
hours in the summer to give her athletes the training they needed to 
be the best they could be.
 Sherry and her girls made many trips to Ada so they could practice 
on a “real” track.  Going to Ada increased their practice time by two 
extra hours, which made for many long days.  Sherry always went 
above and beyond what was expected of her, and this trait carried 
over to her athletes. 
 Here are a couple of quotes by some of her former athletes:
 “Sherry McCulley didn’t merely expect 100% from her athletes 

Sherry McCulley — track coach without a track
Continued from front pg

but she pushed and expected more than what we even thought we 
were capable of.  Her expectations and love for the sports garnered 
her the respect she received from her athletes.  This is clearly visible 
by the achievements of her teams while coaching at Coalgate Public 
Schools.  
 “You always hear coaches say that they had certain players that 
they were thankful to have the privilege of coaching, but Sherry 
McCulley was the coach I will always be thankful and honored to 
have had the privilege of playing for.”  —Rebekah Lambert Justus
 “Sherry McCulley led us to be very successful in girls athletics 
here in Coalgate.  She not only taught us how to win but how to 
achieve our goals in life.  She reinforced characteristics such as 
discipline, endurance, perseverance, and what she likes to call 
“mental toughness.” 
 “She drove us to want more for ourselves and never settle for 
second place.  This not only helped us to perform well in athletics but 
to succeed in life.  Teamwork was always expected as well as your 
best effort.  She has helped so many girls grow up to be outstanding 
women in the workforce and the community.  She was an exceptional 
coach and we feel very privileged to have had her as our own.  She 
sacrificed her summers, hours before and after school, and weekends 
just so we could be the best we could be.” —Amanda Roebuck and 
Echo Smith
 Coach Sherry McCulley had the ability to get more out of her 
athletes than even her athletes thought they had to give.  
 Her method of coaching taught her athletes how to win, not only 
on the field or court, but how to face life in later years and to solve 
problems — like being a track coach without a track. 

By HeRMAn BROWn
Coalgate correspondent
 

Tupelo Tigers will host 
the district tournament this 
weekend.

Coach Clay Weller’s 
Tigers will be joined in 
the Class B playoff event 
by the Wanette Tigers 
and the Sasakwa Vikings.  
The double-elimination 
tournament is scheduled to 
be played on Thursday and 
Friday.

Last week, Tupelo hit a 
bit of a bump in the road.  
The Tigers won once but 
lost three times in varsity 
baseball action.

The visiting Sulphur 
Bulldogs scored an 8-3 win 
on Tuesday at the Tupelo 
baseball facility.

From there, Tupelo 
moved on to the Roff 
baseball tournament.  The 
Tigers played twice on 
Thursday and once on 
Friday.

THS edged the Allen 
Mustangs 3-2 in a seven-
inning showdown at Roff.  
However, Tupelo was on 
the wrong side of another 
one-run game later that 
day.  The Tigers lost 2-1 to 
Leedey in the tournament 
semi-finals.

On Friday, Tupelo 
played in the third-place 
game.  The Tigers were 
overpowered 9-1 by 
Lookeba-Sickles.

Tupelo finished in 
fourth place at the Roff 
tournament.

Last Tuesday, Tupelo 
hosted Sulphur and edged 
out to leads of 1-0 in the 
second inning and 2-0 in the 
third.  However, Sulphur 
exploded for seven runs in 
the top of the fifth inning 
and then added another run 
in the seventh.  The Tigers 
managed only one run in 
the bottom of the seventh 
and ended up on the wrong 
side of the 8-3 final score.

The Tigers had eight 
hits to six by SHS.  But 
the home team suffered 
five errors to four by the 
Bulldogs.

Coach Weller used 
two pitchers in the game.  
Jordan Thunderbull was 
the starter and worked 4.1 

Tupelo to host Class B district tournament
 —Tigers finish in fourth place in recent Roff baseball event

innings.  He allowed 4 runs 
on 3 hits and 1 walk while 
recording 5 strikeouts.

Dalton Barnes was 
pressed into a relief role and 
worked 2.2 innings.  Barnes 
gave up 4 runs on 3 hits and 
3 walks while striking out 
three batters.

The top two hitters for 
THS were Tyler Daffern 
with a single and a double 
in four at-bats and Luke 
Leland with a 3-for-4 
showing and two RBI.

Others with this were 
Casey Stowe, Chace Krebs 
and Avery Gould.

 On Thursday, Tupelo 

notched a 3-2 win over the 
Allen Mustangs.

The Tigers fell behind 2-0 
in the top of the first inning.  
They answered back with 
a run in the bottom of the 
first inning and two more 
in the bottom of the second 
en route to the one-run 
verdict.

Luke Leland was the 
winning pitcher.  He went 
the full 7 innings, allowing 
2 runs on 6 hits and 3 walks.  
He recorded 6 strikeouts 
against the Mustangs.

Caleb Watson led the 
5-hit offensive attack for 
THS.  Watson was 2-for-
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