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“THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE” PRESENTED BY COALGATE HS PERFORMING ARTS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MRS. 
MARY KLINGLER— From left (front) - Jaden Williams, Abby Daffern, Keith Haney, Victoria Vineyard, Hannah Heacock, Seth Hampton, Abby James, 
Baylee Hale; (2nd row) - Brandon Vandewalker, Talan Traylor, Christian Welch, Carmen Chelf, Reece Heck; (3rd row) - Mckenzie Blalock, Haven 
Williams, Dalton Calder; (top) - Teresa Freas, Toxey Franklin, Laura Kersey, and Morgan Traylor.  Four adventurous siblings — Peter, Susan, Edmund, 
and Lucy  — step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the White Witch.  
But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change…and a great sacrifice. Additional pictures page A-8.

—By Jack Bryant
 
 To steal a line from the 
movie “Ghost Busters,” 
“Who you gonna call?” 
(to get rid of the ghosts), 
who you gonna call 
when it’s fourth down 
and goal from the 3-yard 
line, game on the line — 
who in Coalgate Wildcat 
football history would 
you give the ball to? 
 Alan Casey would be 
one of the few names 
on that very short list of 

Who you gonna call?....Alan Casey
Coalgate Wildcat running 
backs for that scenario.  
Listening to former 
players, teammates 
coaches, and fans, Alan 
Casey was one of the 
toughest running backs 
in Coalgate Wildcat 
history.
 Alan Casey is one 
of this year’s Coalgate 
Hall of Fame inductees.  
Alan played football for 
the Wildcats during the 
1961-1963 seasons and 
also played one year 

for Murray State in 
Tishomingo.
 Alan was alternate all-
state selection fullback 
in 1963, when all-state 
selections included all 
classes from the largest 
schools in the state to the 
smallest schools, which 
is quite the honor.  He 
was selected as the first 
team fullback on The 
Daily Ardmoreite All-
area Team in 1963.  He 
was the leading rusher 
in the area, carrying the 

ball 270 times for 1,494 
yards, and was also 
the area’s third leading 
scorer with 102 points 
on 14 touchdowns and 
18 total extra points. 
 Alan was a first-team 
selection for District 14-
C.  He was named “Back 
of the Year” and was 
also the district leading 
scorer.  In addition, he 
was selected as “Player 
of the Week” by The 
Daily Ardmoreite for the 
game against unbeaten 
Tishomingo on October 
18, 1963.  In that game, 
Alan scored 14 points 

and gained 149 yards on 
25 carries.  The Wildcats 
stunned Tishomingo by 
shutting them out 26-0 
in a game that was very 
important for the district 
championship race. 
 In Alan’s junior year, 
the Coalgate Wildcats 
had one of the best 
teams in Wildcat history, 
going 9-2-1.  They lost 
to Hennessey in the area 
playoffs 14-6.  Alan was 
the leading rusher on 
that team that had a very 
balanced rushing attack 
with Jim Clemens, J.C. 

Continued on Page A-5
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Alan Casey

Stiles, and Jimmy Glasco. 
 Alan had a very successful career for the Coalgate Wildcats, but 
he would be the first to say that without his teammates it would not 
have been possible.
 One of the best testaments of Alan’s character and talent comes 
from Coach Jim Wills.  Quoting from an article from The Daily 
Ardmoreite, Coach Wills said the following about Alan: “Alan is 
the type of boy who eats, sleeps, and breathes football.  He never 
quits, he goes full speed all the time.”  
 The article goes on to say that Casey takes his football seriously 
by what he did during the summer — ran two 
miles every day with weights on his legs.  And 
after he got through running he would go bale 
hay and do his other chores.  “He is the type of 
boy that every coach likes to have,” Wills said.
 Casey was more or less the man of the house 
and the farm where he, his mother and brother 
lived near Coalgate.  After his father died, Alan 
had to learn to help run the household.  After 
practice, if he couldn’t get a ride home, he would 
walk, Coach Wills related.
 Following are some quotes and stories from 
Alan’s coaches and teammates about Alan’s 
great career.
 Steve Cody — It’s hard to reconstruct an era 
that happened fifty years ago into a couple of 
paragraphs, especially one that had so many good 
memories.  We were coached by Jim Wills, who 
understood all aspects of the game, loved his 
players, and had great people skills.  He made 
leaders of those born for that, found a way to get 
us average players into the game and taught us 
to play and to have fun while doing it.  Senior 
leaders were quarterback Jimmy Glasco whom 
we would follow anywhere and two good running backs named 
J.C. Stiles and Jimmy Clemens.  Also, Lloyd Loudermilk anchored 
our line with Jimmy Hudson, who was the funniest guy on the 
team, having a new joke for every occasion.  Jonah Barnett, James 
Boyd, Stanley Hickman, Bill Wilson, and Larry Wolfe caught and 
defended the ball with few mistakes and great consistency.
 Then there was Alan Casey who was more serious than nearly all 
of us.  This guy was narrowly focused and worked out all summer, 
which was unheard of then.  Football was his game and he loved 
it.  Alan played full speed and was physically strong, never running 
around any defending player.  He once played several games 
with a broken arm, cast in tow, without missing a step or dodging 
contact.  
 Not all players play both sides of the ball well, but Alan was an 
outstanding linebacker, good enough to receive a full scholarship 
at Murray State playing that position.  He was also named Ada 
Evening News Area Player of the Year.  
 Many consider him to be the best fullback in our area in recent 
years.  What made him special was that he personified our team 
with his work ethic, teamwork, and character.  Those characteristics 
were shared by our team and community.
 Alan and his wife, Ann, have lived their entire lives in Coal 
County, where they remain active in their church and community.  
They are blessed to have raised their daughter and son (Becky and 
Boyd), who, with their spouses, have five children and also reside 
in our county. 
 Thank you to all who have made the CHS Hall Of Fame possible, 
and for nominating a really great football player and a great guy 
named Alan Casey.
 Jim Clemens — Jim Clemens was a senior on the 1962 wildcat 
team that had a 9-2-1 record.  Alan Casey was only one of three 
underclassmen to have started on that team.  Jim said Alan was 
the workhorse on that team, because the offense ran through the 
fullback on the majority of the plays.
 Alan was remembered most for his skill as a fullback, but Jim 
says that Alan was also a very good and tough defensive player.  
He was the middle linebacker for a tough and stingy defense that 
had several shutouts.  He was a tough defender as well as a tough 
runner. 
 Jim recalls seeing Alan in the huddle on numerous occasions with 
a bloody mouth, either a busted lip or cut tongue.  Jim reminded me 
that there were no mouthpieces and that facemasks were not nearly 
as good as they are today.  
 He mentioned the Tecumseh game as one of Alan’s better games.  
Tecumseh was a larger school with a very good team, and Coalgate 
won the game 22-14.  In that game, Alan was the game’s leading 
rusher with 137 yards on 24 carries and scored two touchdowns.  
Alan was not the fastest back on the team, Jim said, but he was the 
workhorse that got the tough yards up the middle and around the 
goal line.
 Jimmy Hudson — Jimmy, who was a lineman for the Wildcats, 
said Alan was the toughest player that he had ever played with.

Reminiscing about Alan Casey
By Bill Wilson

 This is the first story I have done on someone like Alan Casey, 
who I grew up with and seems like I have known forever, but really, 
it’s since I was about twelve years old.  (That’s forever, according 
to my kids.) 
 It’s maybe easier to do a biography on someone older that you 
looked up to in earlier years like Ernest Paul Fanning, Roger 
Samuels, Tom McDaniel, or Lowell Green.  You want to relate 
good or important things that are in your head, but sometimes those 
important things are the hardest to say about a friend.
 Though I didn’t learn about it until years later, the Casey and 
Wilson families were connected by something substantial – land 
and a home.  
 Not long after World War II, Alan’s parents purchased the home 
(and acreage) that was built by my Grandfather Wilson in 1915, 
and that my dad and his siblings grew up in.  My grandparents were 
getting up there in age and wanted to move to town, so now the 
“old home place” was the Casey family’s home.

Who you gonna call?
Continued from Front Page

 The earliest I can remember Alan was when I was in the 8th grade 
and Alan was in the 7th.  We had a lot of fun, but I don’t remember 
much about football until my 9th grade year.  Alan and I were 
undersized guards on a team that did not win a game (0 for 5).
 I stopped growing for a while and skipped football my sophomore 
year, but Alan didn’t stop growing.  By the time I was a bench-
warming junior, Alan was a starting sophomore halfback on a team 
that was mostly seniors.  That team was huge; particularly the 
linemen, but the results were a disappointing 4-6 record.  However, 
Alan had made his mark as the “power” halfback, setting the stage 

for things to come.
  The 1962 team was not as big up front as the 
previous year, but they could run.  The front 
line included Jonah Barnett, RE; Larry Wolfe, 
RT; Gary Clemens, RG; Loyd Loudermilk, C; 
Jimmy Hudson, LG; Steve Cody, LT; James 
Boyd, LE.  Jonah sometimes played as a tight 
end, and James was usually split out.  In the 
backfield, Alan moved to fullback, J.C. Stiles 
was the flanker, or wingback, and Jimmy 
Clemens the power halfback.  Jimmy Glasco 
was the two-year starter as quarterback.  Nearly 
all these guys also played defense, including 
Alan, who was the middle linebacker.  We didn’t 
do much passing; mainly using it as a surprise 
weapon, though we did win one game against 
Marietta 6-0 on a long pass to James Boyd. 
 It’s important to mention everyone on the team, 
since in comparison to earlier teams we were 
just that, a team in every meaning of the word.  
I don’t care how good they are, no running back 
will do much without the men up front doing 
good work.  However, that didn’t mean that 
individuals could not stand out, which is what 

Alan did.  Alan was big for a running back, at 175, and was fast!  
He was also a good sprinter on the track team.
 The first “option” on our running game was designed for the 
fullback to carry the ball the majority of the time.  With a good line, 
that off-tackle “36 belly” play was good for 3-5 yards consistently, 
but an exceptional player could break a few tackles and go for good 
yardage.  That is Alan in a nutshell.
 In the Rush Springs games, the Thanksgiving afternoon playoff 
match-up that is one of the more “well-remembered” games of that 
era.  I distinctly remember one of Alan’s carries, where he broke 
almost straight up the middle, bounced off four or five potential 
tacklers and went 50 yards before finally being tackled on their 
5-yard line.  He scored on the next play.  That was truly an amazing 
run.
 We got beat the next playoff game against Hennessey on a punt 
return by Rodney Crosswhite, a fast back who wound up playing 
for OU.  That was the first time all year we had seen a runback 
as a designed play, with designated blocking creating a lane for 
the returner.  Scouting might have helped, but back in those days 
scouting was not as developed as it is now.  I think Coach Jim 
Wills was as bumfuzzled as the rest of us. 
 Our season record that year at 9-2-1 was best by far at Coalgate 
in years, since the 9-1 record of the team in 1953.
 That was Alan’s junior year.  I wasn’t around for his senior year, 
and though their team record was not quite as good at 6-4, I can’t 
imagine he played any differently or the outcomes being much 
different for him.
 “Friends come and go like waiters in a restaurant, did you ever 
notice that?” (Stephen King quote).  That’s kind of the way it goes 
sometimes.  Years after our ball-playing days were long gone, 
Alan’s family and mine re-established our friendship through our 
kids and their participation in the club calf business.  We enjoyed 
many good visits at our farms and going to various junior livestock 
events.  Now then, my kids and grandkids are scattered to unholy 
places in Texas where they can make a living, so our opportunities 
to network are substantially lessened.  Who knows what the future 
will hold?
 Jack Bryant — After reading about Alan Casey’s many 
accomplishments on the football field, and quotes and stories from 
his coaches and teammates, one can see that Alan Casey is the 
answer to the question, “Who you gonna call?” 

“GOSPEL MEETING”
April 23 - 26

“IN WORD AND DEED”
Sunday Bible Class          9:45                            “IN THE NAME OF THE LORD”
        Lyndell Werner    
   
Sunday AM Worship       10:45               “SPEAK ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD”
       Lyndell Werner

Sunday PM Worship       7:00                         “DO ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD”
       Lyndell Werner
       
Monday                           7:00 PM                    “ExAMPLES OF jESuS”
         jess Stephens
             
Tuesday                          7:00 PM               “ExAMPLES OF THE APOSTLES”
          Leon Dennis
             
Wednesday                     7:00 PM                       “ExAMPLES OF THE FAITHFuL”
        jim Begin

Coalgate Church of Christ 
305 West Ohio, Coalgate, OK. (580) 927-2831

   


