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By Bill Wilson

 Tom J. McDaniel, CHS 
Class of 1956, is being 
inducted into the third class 
of the Coalgate High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.
 Here is Tom’s reaction 
when notified of the 
induction: 
 “I was really surprised, 
pleased and thankful for 
being selected for the 

Tom McDaniel as a Coalgate Wildcat.
Tom McDaniel served as the 16th president of Oklahoma 
City University from 2001 to 2010.

A portrait of success — Tom J. McDaniel
third class of the Coalgate 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  I am 
honored by the recognition 
that I was a good player, 
but it’s never about just 
one player - we played as a 
team, doing something we 
enjoyed, and we had good 
coaching and a lot of good 
players.” 
 Tom was born August 
24, 1938 in Muskogee to 
Solon and Ardith Branson 

McDaniel, and for the 
earliest part of Tom’s life, 
the family lived near Stigler, 
in Haskell County.  At some 
point during the early ‘50s, 
Mr. McDaniel applied for 
a job with the “Stringtown 
Training School for Boys,” 
located north of Atoka.  A 
rent-free house, located 
at Limestone Gap several 
miles north of Stringtown 
was included with the job.  
 Limestone Gap was not 
much more than a school, 
surrounded by farms and 
ranches.  A concern of 
the McDaniel family was 
that the school had no 
mathematics program.  
However, Vocational 
Agriculture was required 
for high school boys, and 
it was the last hour of the 
school day (when most 
teams are practicing sports).  
Not exactly what they were 
looking for. 
 Somehow, Noel 
Thomason, the new football 
coach in Coalgate, found 
out about Tom, who at an 
early age showed potential 
(meaning good size), and 
it was not long before he 
paid the McDaniel family a 
visit.  
 And yes, Coalgate had 
mathematics (and Vo-Ag 
was not a requirement).  Tom 
transferred to Coalgate in 

1952, playing four seasons 
of football, basketball, 
baseball and track, starting 
his last two years at 
quarterback in football and 
forward in basketball. 
 The years 1952-56 were 
among the most successful 
ever at Coalgate.  In 1952, 
the football record was 8-1-
1, and in 1953 the Wildcats 
went 9-1, one of the best 
years ever.  1954 was an off 
year and the team dropped 
to 2-8, probably due to the 
loss of numerous starters 

from the previous year.  
Coach Thomason then took 
a job in Okemah. 
 In 1955, new coach Buddy 
Murrell rekindled the 
winning Wildcat spirit with 
a 7-3 record in Tom’s senior 
year, including a district 
championship and playoff 
game with Wilburton, but 
Coach Murrell stayed only 
one year. 
 After an opening game 
7-0 loss at Holdenville, 
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The deadline for free political announcements in 
the Record-Register will be 5:00, Monday, April 
18. Any announcement after that will be considered 
paid advertising.

Deadline

 My name is Bryan 
Jump and I am seeking 
reelection for the position 
of Coal County Sheriff.
 It has been an honor and 
a humbling experience 
since I took office on 
December 1, 2012.  I felt 

My name is Melvin 
“Hopper” Jackson and 
I am running for Coal 
County Commissioner 
District 2.

My wife Sheila and I 
have been married for 31 
years and have 2 children 

Tony Watson killed 
in accident.

Story page A-5

Jump announces 
for reelection

then, as I do now, that I 
am running for sheriff for 
the right reasons.  
 I care about this county 
and the people in it.  
Since I have been in 
office, I have strived to 

Hopper Jackson Announces 
for Commissioner District 2

and 2 grandchildren. My 
wife is a Nursing instruc-
tor at Kiamichi Technol-
ogy in McAlester. She is 
the daughter of the Late 
Mark Gwinn and Cair-
lyon (Coffee) File. My 

 The three-day filing 
period for county and 
state offices began today, 
Wednesday, April 13, at 
8:00 a.m. and will close 
Friday, April 15, at 5:00 
p.m.
 Candidates for county 
offices file with the 
Secretary of the County 
Election Board. 
 The following Coal 
County offices will be 
filled this year:
 Coal County 
Commissioner District 2 
(currently held by Johnny 
D. Ward).
 Coal County Sheriff 
(currently held by Bryan 
Jump).
 Coal County Clerk 
(currently held by Eugina 
Loudermilk).
 Coal County Court 
Clerk (currently held by 
Rachel Nix).
 The Oklahoma 
Statewide Primary 
Election will be held June 
28. 
 For more election-
related information, 
please call the Coal 
County Election Board 
office at 580-927-3456, 
or visit www.elections.
ok.gov.

Candidate
filing period 

starts
Wednesday

Continued on Page A-2 Continued on Page A-2
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the Wildcats reeled off a 
7-game winning streak, 
including: Eufaula, 
Tecumseh, Broken Bow, 
Atoka, Tishomingo, 
Antlers, and Durant “B.” 
 Comments from some of 
Tom’s games included: 
 Eufaula, (14-6) - Tom 
was 9 of 18 passing for 146 
yards, with both TD passes 
completed to Richard 
Boswell;
 Tecumseh, (34-14) - Tom 
had two rushing TDs, and 
was 4 of 8 passing for 45 
yards, including a TD pass 
to Boswell;
 Broken Bow, (20-19) - 
Tom had another TD pass 
to Boswell and scored on 
a 3-yard keeper – Boswell 
also scored on a 31-yard 
carry up the middle;
 Atoka, (20-13) – Tom 
scored a TD and an extra 
point.  However, this game 
was more noteworthy for 
two long Wildcat scoring 
plays that were called back 
due to penalties;
 Tishomingo (28-13) – 
Tom scored 7 points and 
was 3 of 4 passing for 
69 yards, including TD 
passes to Bobo Swoveland 
and Burney Ward – most 
sensational play of the 
game was an 85 yard run 
behind perfect blocking; 
however, McDaniel had 
stepped out of bounds early 
in the run and the TD was 
called back;
 Antlers (34-19) – With 
this win, Coalgate captured 
2 football championships 
– a Conference Title and 
the District crown.  In the 
championship game, Tom 
went 91 yards for a rushing 
TD and passed 45 yards 
for another TD to Richard 
Boswell.   
 Durant “B” (39-31) — 
Tom had 1 TD and 1 extra 
point in this win. 
 Coalgate closed the 
regular season with a 14-6 
loss at Okemah against 
Tom’s former coach, Noel 
Thomason, and his new 
team. 
 The playoff game at 
Wilburton came two weeks 
later and unfortunately was 
another loss (19-13) in the 
season’s final game.
 The basketball teams also 
were successful, with 1954 
graduate Roger Samuels 
earning a college basketball 
scholarship.  The next year 
Coach Claude Kedy’s 
1954-55 team put together 
a late 10-game winning 
streak that carried through 
the district and regional 
playoffs, earning the team 
a trip to the state playoffs, 
the second Coalgate 
boys basketball team to 
accomplish this feat.
 According to a clipping 
from the Tulsa World, 
“McDaniel has one of the 
most outstanding athletic 
records in the history of 
the school.  He is a 4-year 
letterman in four sports 
– football, basketball, 
baseball and track.  He 
served as president of his 
sophomore and junior 
classes and served this year 
as a member of the student 
council.  As a junior, he 
served as a page in the state 
legislature.  He is president 
of the 4-H club and serves 
as an usher in the First 
Baptist Church.”
  Tom had plans for 
college, but would need 

A portrait of success — Tom J. McDaniel

Tom McDaniel, second from left, was a four-year letterman in football and basketball at Northwestern State.

Continued from Front Page scholarships.  Elvan 
George, the long-time Ada 
High School coach (and 
former Coalgate coach in 
1935-36), was installing 
his system at East Central 
State, and he offered Tom a 
football scholarship - Tom 
appeared to be set. 
 It so happened that 
in August of 1956 the 
Stringtown facility, where 
Tom’s dad worked, would 
assume a new role and 
the “Training School for 
Boys” was moving from 
Stringtown to Helena, in 
northwestern Oklahoma.  
The McDaniel family also 
moved to Helena.  
 East Central was now 200 
miles away, so Tom’s Dad, 
knowing that Northwestern 

State in Alva was only 40 
miles away, said it would 
be a lot easier to watch 
Tom play ball if he could 
work out a scholarship to 
Northwestern.  He could 
and he did, receiving a 
Regent’s scholarship as a 
freshman at NSC.
 At Northwestern, Tom 
was a very busy young 
man.  He was a four-year 
letterman in football and 
basketball and a member of 
the “N” Club.  As a junior, 
he was president of his class 
and vice-president of the 
Senate, was voted Best All 
Around Boy by the student 
body, and was elected 
to Who’s Who Among 
Students in American 
Universities and Colleges.  

He completed his education 
at Northwestern, majoring 
in Business Administration 
and minoring in Speech 
and Journalism in 1960. 
 Tom’s plan after 
graduation was to complete 
law school, and the plan 
came to fruition when he 
received his law degree 
from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law 
in 1963. 
 In 1981, the Supreme 
Court of Oklahoma 
appointed him as 
administrative director of 
state courts.  A member 
of the Oklahoma and 
American Bar associations, 
Tom is a former state 
chairman of the Oklahoma 
Fellows of the American 

Bar Foundation.  
 His community service 
includes past or present 
positions on the Oklahoma 
Centennial Commission, 
State Fair of Oklahoma, the 
Oklahoma City Chamber of 
Commerce, the Oklahoma 
State Chamber, the UMB 
Oklahoma Bank, St. 
Anthony’s Hospital, and 
the Downtown Rotary 
Club.  He is a former 
president of the Petroleum 
Club and of the Oklahoma 
City Golf and Country 
Club.  He has also served 
as chairman of the board 
of trustees of Columbus 
Elementary Enterprise 
School, Oklahoma’s first 

Continued on Page A-4
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charter public school. 
 In 1995, Tom was the 
recipient of the Eugene 
Kuntz Award presented by 
the OU College of Law 
for his contributions to 
Natural Resources Law and 
Policy.  He retired as Vice 
Chairman and Director of 
Kerr McGee Corporation in 
2000 to serve as president 
of Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Alva, 
becoming the first and only 
graduate of that school to 
serve as its president.
 In June 2001, Tom left 
Northwestern to become 
the sixteenth president of 
Oklahoma City University, 
a position he held until his 
retirement in 2010.  The 
construction and dedication 
of the Meinders School 
of Business, the Wanda 
L. Bass Music Center, the 
Ann Lacy Visitors and 
Admissions Center and 
the Norick Art Center all 
occurred during his tenure.  
 The capital improvements 
were part of a successful 
$100 million centennial 
development campaign, 
which doubled the 
university’s endowment 
and allowed the creation 
of new academic programs 
in nursing, dance and film, 
as well as new athletic 
programs in rowing, 
wrestling and volleyball.
 Tom was named 
Oklahoma City Friday 
newspaper’s 2004 
OKCITYAN of the Year 
and in 2005 was honored 
with the Oklahoma City 
Plaza District inaugural 
“Urban Pioneer Award” for 
his work in the central city.  
In 2006 he was recognized 
for civic activities by the 
Jewish Foundation and 
Oklahoma Asian Society.  
On November 16, 2006 
he was inducted into the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame.
 Tom currently serves 
as President of American 
Fidelity Foundation, after 
having served as President 
and Chancellor of 
Oklahoma City University.
 Tom and Brenda Sue 
(Bockelman) McDaniel 
were married on June 12, 
1959.  Every successful 
enterprise depends 
on teamwork, and the 
McDaniel family is no 
different.  
 Brenda was the daughter 
of a teacher and grew up on 
a farm near Slapout in the 
Oklahoma panhandle.  She 
followed in her mother’s 
footsteps by getting a 
teaching degree, and 
received her Master’s 
degree from Northwestern, 
where she met and married 
Tom.  
 They moved to Norman 
so he could get his juris 
doctorate at OU, but 
meanwhile Brenda finished 
her education degree and 
taught arts and crafts for 
a Norman youth program.  
She later taught school in 
Oklahoma City, Waynoka, 
Alva and Edmond, and was 
named one of the top ten 
new teachers by Oklahoma 
City Public Schools in 
1963. 
 While being OCU’s 
First Lady, she earned the 
title of OCU’s number-
one cheerleader through 
a reputation of caring, 
attention to student needs 
and donations in many 
forms to events and 

Tom J. McDaniel

580-927-2729

      ~SPECIAL~
TRANSMISSION FLUSH  ANY VEHICLE $16999

Come By or Call for Appointment

Andy’s
MUFFLER & ALIGNMENT

203 N. Main - Coalgate, OK

We’re Your Diesel Performance, 
DPF & EGR Delete Headquarters

• Exhaust - A/C - Tune-Ups • Minor to Major Auto Repair 
• Alignments starts at $55

Large Or Small We Fix Em All

	 	 ALCOHOLICS

	 	 ANONYMOUS
MONDAY & THURSDAY AT 8:PM
SATURDAY MORNINGS AT 8:AM

ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
107 HANOVER COALGATE OK

580-927-0229

Continued from Pg A-3 programs on campus. 
 The McDaniels started 
a family of three sons 
in 1963, beginning with 
Mark, who is now a lawyer 
with Devon Energy; Randy 
followed in 1967 and is 
now a state representative 
in Oklahoma City; and 
Lance in 1969, who is 
Executive Director of the 
Dead Center Film Festival.  
The McDaniels have five 
grandchildren.
 On a personal note, the 
mid-50s were a wonderful 
time to be a ten-year-old, 
especially a bespectacled 
little 6th grade nerd who 
made the “Big Band” a 
year earlier (the first to do 
that).  I thought those high 
school players were just 
the most wonderful guys 
in the world, consistently 
winning more than they 
lost, and making memories 
for themselves and for us 
little squirts who really 
looked up to them.  Of 
course, they barely knew 
we were alive, but they 
were accommodating, just 
the same. 
 Imagine my surprise 
years later, when I related 
this feeling to a guy named 
Steve Hudson, who was a 
little squirt when guys my 
age were playing in 1962.  
His response – “Well, that’s 

exactly how we felt about 
you guys!”  
 I suppose that’s the way 
it should be, and maybe it 
always will be.  It was a 
long time ago, but only if 
you measure in terms of 
years.  I was living in a small 
town in Oklahoma called 
Coalgate.  There were only 
sixteen hundred and eighty-
one people, but to me it was 
the whole world.

VOTE

Melvin “Hopper Jackson
for

Coal County Commissioner
District #2

Feel free to call 580-889-0404

Look me up on facebook Paid for by Melvin Jackson
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”

Cottonwood 
Baptist 
Church

hosting

VFW Building
April 20, 2016

11:00 am to 2:00 pm

$5 
per 

plate

MONEY SMART 
PROGRAM

Checking and 
Savings accounts

Fraud issues
Ownership and
 Beneficiaries

Funding Trusts with 
Bank Assets

Program is provided in 
collaboration with

Coalgate 
Shamrock Bank

(Bank representatives are 
available for any kind of 

financial inquiry.)

Wednesday, 
April 20, 2016
@ 10:30 a.m.
Coal County 

Public Library
 Meeting Room Funeral services for 

Clark Andy Cogburn, an 
Ada resident, were held 
Saturday, April 9, 2016 
at 2:00 p.m. at Centra-
homa Bap-
tist Church 
in Centra-
homa with 
Pastor Lyle 
Shipley of-
f i c i a t i ng .  
Burial was 
in Centra-
homa Cem-
etery with 
B r o w n ’ s 
F u n e r a l 
Service of 
Coalgate in charge of ar-
rangements.

 Mr. Cogburn was born 
April 13, 1926 to Archie 
Andy and Maggie Edith 
(McKinney) Cogburn 
in Coal County, OK 
and passed away April, 
7, 2016 at Ada, OK at 
the age of 89 years, 11 
months and 25 days.  
He attended school at 
Centrahoma Schools 
and married Jewel Fran-
cis Hunter on May 6, 
1944.  She preceded him 
in death on March 29, 
1976.  Clark was a farm-
er/rancher and over the 
years worked at the cot-
ton gin, Keith’s Feed and 
Seed, C&C Construc-
tion, Brawley’s Ranch, 
Centrahoma School bus 
driver and did commer-
cial hay bailing and had 
rental property.   He was 
a member of the South-
west Church of Christ in 
Ada.  He loved to deer 
hunt and one of the loves 
of his life was attending 
the Blue Grass Music 
Festival Concerts for 50 
years.

 Survivors include his 
children, Judy Parker 
and husband, Jimmy and 
Robert Cogburn and spe-
cial friend Pam Ebison 
all of Coalgate; grand-

 Funeral services for Jack-
ie “Jack” Dale Couey, Sr., 
an Ada resident, will be held 
Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 
Brown’s Funeral Chapel in 
Coalgate with Mr. Arvel Hall 

off ic ia t ing .  
Burial will 
be in Byrd’s 
Prairie with 
Brown’s Fu-
neral Service 
of Coalgate in 
charge of ar-
rangements.

  Mr. 
Couey was 
born March 
28, 1942 to 
Leon Bryan 
and Era Fran-
cis (Stinnett) 
Couey at Vel-
ma, OK and 

passed away 
April 11, 2016 at Madill, OK 
at the age of 74 years and 14 
days.  He attended school 
at Velma Alma and Mur-
ray State College and was a 
veteran of the United States 
Army.  Jack had been a gas 
attendant at the Sinclair Sta-
tion in Ada.  He enjoyed fish-
ing and loved OU football.

 Survivors include a son, 
Steve Couey and wife, Debo-
rah of Marietta, OK; daugh-
ters, Darla C. Vaughn of 
Marietta, OK, Norma Fortner 
and husband, Kenny of Tupe-
lo and Donna Couey of Tu-
pelo; step-daughter, Nicole 
Hargis of Mustang, OK; sis-
ter, Darlene Pelham and hus-
band, Eldon of Platter, OK; 
ex-wife, Roylene Couey of 
Coalgate, OK; special friend, 
Becky Horn of Pauls Valley, 
OK; grandchildren, Baylee 
“Clarabelle” Hargis, Kaylin 
“Trudy Eileen” Hargis, Al-
yssa Shaffer and husband, 
Dillon, Sarah Smith and 
husband RJ, Blake Daffern, 
Emili Daffern, Matt Couey, 
Amber Couey, Jon Fortner 
and wife Gina, Zac Fortner, 
Kassi Fortner, Amber Thorn-
ton, Ashley Smith, Jeremy 
Couey, Jennifer Crutcher, 
Steven Couey, Jr., Ashton 
Couey, Kacey Sexton, Ash-
leigh Winton and husband, 
Leyton and seventeen great 
grandchildren.

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents; son, Jackie 
Dale Couey, Jr.; step-daugh-
ter, Tawana Sexton; sister, 
Norma Hodges, Marylyn Pel-
ham; brother, Charles Couey; 
granddaughters, Rushina 
Thornton, Shania Sexton; 
and grandson, Michael Sex-
ton. 

 Casketbearers will be 
Wayne Pelham, Eldon Pel-
ham, Jeremy Hargis, Dan 
Phares, and Joe Batchelor. 

Service Saturday for 
Clark Andy Cogburn


