
Science Improvement Plan 

Goal:  To increase science scores on the ACT aspire by creating a greater capacity in each student to 

understand and applying interpretation of data, the scientific process, evaluation of models, inferences 

and experimental results while solving real world problems. 

Data: Using the overall ACT aspire science scores from 2018-19, 55.7% of students in the 7th grade 

scored exceeding or ready while 44.3% were close or in need of support.  In the 8th grade, 54.6% were 

classified as exceeding or ready and 45.4% were close or in need of support.  The 9th grade Aspire scores 

showed small improvement but are still the greatest weakness overall with only 36.5% scoring ready or 

exceeding and 63.5% scoring close or in need or support. 

Looking at the readiness areas in science, 39% of this year’s 9th grade students were below the readiness 

mark, 49% in scientific investigation and 53% in Evaluation.  41% of this year’s 8th grade students were 

below the readiness mark in interpretation of data, 52% scientific investigation and 48% in evaluation. 

De Queen Jr. High had decided that the data indicates the need for much greater emphasis on scientific 

investigation, forming a plan and solving real world problems.  In addition, we believe that improving 

reading comprehension will allow students to better understand and pick information out of and make 

inferences about experiments and research results.  

Action: We will attempt to create a more relevant master vocabulary list 

Action:  Classrooms across all disciplines will use the problem of the day to teach vocabulary. 

Action: Science classes will use a Latin prefix and suffix list to teach scientific terminology. 

Action: We will seek project based and real world problem solving training for science teachers. 

Action: Science teachers will emphasize real world problem solving on a daily basis. 

Action: Teachers will research ways to create many more hands on learning opportunities in science 

 

Preparation: Science teachers met prior to school starting, looked at the data and research on 

reading comprehension and science aspire scores. 

All teachers met prior to school starting and developed a master list of vocabulary.  Teachers chose to 

integrate teaching vocabulary across the curriculum.   

Science teacher will be trained in classroom strategies to teach problem solving and how to apply those 

skills across all disciplines. 

 

Evaluation: Summative—ACT Aspire 

  Weekly classroom assessments, Quarterly assessments 

 


