
Reading  

Reading programs used at Primary are: Saxon Phonics, Heggerty (phonemic 

awareness), Wonders (reading and vocabulary instruction), and Direct Instruction 

(D.I) Reading Mastery (supplemental phonics instruction). 

Saxon phonics is an intense, systematic phonics program used in grades K-2. The 

program teaches readers the value of letters, letter combinations and syllables.  It is 

taught in small increments. The program focuses on vowel patterns, digraphs, 

trigraphs, combinations, diphthongs, suffixes, prefixes, and final, stable syllables. 

Spelling words provided in the program are made up of sounds previously taught. 

Saxon phonics gradually builds upon old learning and regular practice reinforces 

new and old concepts. Each student is provided with a decodable reader twice a 

week that reinforces skills previously learned. 

Heggerty is a whole group phonemic awareness program used in grades K-2. 

Lessons are presented daily and take no than 15 minutes. It is an auditory program 

that best works with hand signals to help students understand concepts being 

taught. Students are taught to isolate and manipulate sounds, and blend and 

segment the sounds into spoken and written words. 

McGraw Hill Wonders serves our students with vocabulary and comprehension 

instruction. The program focuses on rich texts, fluency, and a variety of genres in 

each unit. It is divided into units and those units are based on specific themes. The 

program is used in grades K-2. Vocabulary instruction is included in this program 

and our teachers enhance students’ learning by using additional resources provided 

on the digital platform provided by McGraw Hill.  

Direct Instruction Reading (D.I.) is a supplemental reading program that has been 

used for over two decades in our district. In the early 90’s, our ELL population 

dramatically increased so our administrators researched several programs and 

found Reading Mastery  to be the best program to meet our students’ needs. This 

program has attested to our students’ academic success. D. I. is explicit phonics 

instruction. Students are grouped according to their instructional level and the 

programs’ structure allows students to move up or back as they progress or need 



support in reading. Students in grades Kindergarten- 3rd are placed in small, 

leveled groups for 45-75 minutes daily, depending on grade level. Our district 

employs 13 reading paraprofessionals and a D.I. reading coordinator. The 

coordinator works closely with teachers to monitor student progress, assess and 

move students from one group to another to meet individual needs. The coordinator 

is also responsible for coaching teachers and paraprofessionals monthly and provide 

feedback to ensure that the program is being implemented effectively.  

Program fidelity is a must for success. Our teachers, interventionists, and 

facilitators meet in the summer to vertically align all literacy programs used in our 

district. They also work together to determine strengths and weaknesses, and if 

additional resources are needed. 

We want to foster a life-long love of reading. Our media specialist, with support 

from local businesses, and administration hosts Family Literacy Nights throughout 

the year.  This helps increase authentic reading engagement and parent 

involvement.  Students’ are presented with opportunities for reading, discussion, 

and activities, targeting students on all reading levels.  

 

 


