
De Queen High School Improvement/ Literacy Plan, 2022-2023
Goal: Implement assessments and interventions to increase ACT Test scores to prepare students for college and career. The district aspires that 
through the use of evidence-based professional development and instructional practices provided in the science of reading; resources and 
curriculum that support the science; and assessing, progress monitoring, and providing targeted intervention in areas of deficit, reading 
achievement will increase for all students.  Curriculum based on Arkansas standards and the science of reading evidence-based practices are 
implemented in instruction.

LITERACY PLAN DATA LITERACY PLAN ACTION 
STEPS

LITERACY PLAN PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING

LITERACY PLAN 
EVALUATION

MAP Growth: 

10th grade- STAR Reading scores (2021-2022 MOY) indicated 
that 22% of students were on the pathway to be in the Ready or 
Exceeding range. 

11th grade- ACT (2020-2021) scores show that 35% of students 
scored a 19 or higher in English and 38% of students scored a 
19 or higher in Reading. The college readiness score in English 
is an 18 with 42% of students meeting that benchmark while the 
college readiness score for Reading is a 22 with 19% of students 
meeting that benchmark. 

Overall: Using 10th and 11th grade data overall Reading is the 
area with lowest readiness performance in literacy. This is with 
19% of the 11th grade students meeting college readiness 
benchmarks on the ACT (2020-2021) and 62% of the 10th grade 
students scoring at close or in need of support on the ACT 
Aspire assessment (2020-2021).

ACT Aspire:

10th grade- Reading weaknesses being noted in the area of 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas with only 33% of students 
being at the ready or exceeding level. (noted from (2020-2021 
ACT Aspire assessment)

ACT:

11th grade- Reading weaknesses being noted in the area of 
Craft and Structure and Key Ideas and Details with only 31% of 
students being at the exceeding or ready level. (noted from 
2020-2021 ACT)  

12th grade- Scores from the 11th grade ACT state assessment 
(2020-2021) scores show that 35% of students scored a 19 or 

DHS teachers will design 
and implement curriculum 
that aligns with Webb’s 
Depth of Knowledge and 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 
creating a scaffold for 
complex thinking. 

DHS will continue to offer 
ACT preparatory courses 
to 10th-12th grade 
students in Literacy and 
math prep. 

DHS teachers will 
implement Science of 
Reading strategies in 
content area curriculum. 

DHS literacy teachers will 
specifically target 
vocabulary instruction and 
implicitly and explicitly 
teach vocabulary 
strategies and core 
reading skills. 

Targeted students will 
have a literacy support 
class. 

Science, Literacy, and 
Math courses will utilize 
ACT Aspire Interim 
Assessments to measure 
student growth and 

DHS literacy, math and science 
teachers attended ACT Aspire 
training at the De Queen Mena 
Coop provided by the Arkansas 
State Department of Education.

DHS teachers’ PLC groups will 
meet 4 times throughout the school 
year to evaluate and plan units of 
study.

Teachers will build lessons based 
on the science of reading and 
grade level standards.

Teachers participate in data days to 
analyze the data and make needed 
adjustments to instruction as based 
on STAR Assessment data.

De Queen High School participates 
in services offered by the De 
Queen Mena Educational 
Cooperative for professional 
development training and additional 
support provided by specialists.

Summative-ACT Aspire

STAR Interim 
Assessments

ACT composite scores

Classroom audits

Classroom assessments
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higher in English and 38% of students scored a 19 or higher in 
Reading. The college readiness score in English is an 18 with 
42% of students meeting that benchmark while the college 
readiness score for Reading is a 22 with 19% of students 
meeting that benchmark. 

progress toward 
readiness.  
   
DHS teachers will use 
comprehensive literacy 
strategies/interventions 
with small group (reduced 
class sizes in Literacy) 
instruction targeted to the 
needs of students in order 
to increase academic 
achievement and 
decrease gaps.

DHS Instructions 
accommodate 
individual learning 
differences in flexible 
learning environments to 
increase academic 
achievement and the 
success of all students.

DHS Teachers utilize IXL 
software program to 
enhance reading and 
critical thinking instruction.

English Language 
Learners have the 
opportunity for specialized 
instruction with a full time 
ESL teacher.  

Rosetta Stone software is 
utilized as an additional 
English proficiency tool.

The district uses the 
approved Sonday 
curriculum for targeted 
intervention for students 
receiving Dyslexia 
services.
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Science, Literacy, and 
Math courses will utilize 
ACT Aspire Interim 
Assessments to measure 
student growth and 
progress toward 
readiness.  

MATH AND SCIENCE PLAN DATA MATH AND SCIENCE 
ACTION STEPS

MATH AND SCIENCE 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MATH AND SCIENCE 
EVALUATION

Map Growth: 

10th grade- STAR Math scores (2021-2022 MOY) indicated that 
11% of students were on the pathway to be in the Ready or 
Exceeding range. 

10th grade- ACT Aspire (2020-2021) assessment scores 
indicated that 26% of our students meet the projected ACT 
Aspire benchmarks in Math. 

10th grade- ACT Aspire (2020-2021) assessment scores 
indicated that 34% of our students meet the projected ACT 
Aspire benchmarks in Science.

11th grade- ACT (2020-2021) scores show that 28% of students 
scored a 19 or higher in Math. The college readiness score in 
Math is a 22 with 13% of students meeting that benchmark.

11th grade- ACT (2020-2021) scores show that 45% of students 
scored a 19 or higher in Science. The college readiness score in 
Science is a 23 with 13% of students meeting that benchmark.

ACT Aspire:
 
10th grade- Math weaknesses include Geometry with 18% of the 
students meeting benchmark, Integrating Essential Skills with 
19% of students at benchmark. (noted from ACT Aspire (2020-
2021) assessment) 

10th grade- Science weaknesses include scientific investigation 
with 24% of the students scoring at the Ready or Exceeding 
level. (noted from ACT Aspire (2020-2021) assessment)

ACT:

DHS teachers will design 
and implement curriculum 
that aligns with Webb’s 
Depth of Knowledge and 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 
creating a scaffold for 
complex thinking. 

DHS will offer ACT 
preparatory courses to 
10th-12th grade students 
in Literacy and math prep. 

DHS teachers will 
implement Science of 
Reading strategies in 
content area curriculum. 

DHS math teachers will 
specifically target 
vocabulary instruction and 
the study of Greek and 
Latin roots in the content 
area. 

DHS science teachers will 
target the study of Greek 
and Latin roots and 
implicitly and explicitly 
teach vocabulary and 
vocabulary strategies 
through active reading 
units and non-fiction 
reading.

DHS literacy, math and science 
teachers attended ACT Aspire 
training at the De Queen Mena 
Coop provided by the Arkansas 
State Department of Education.

DHS teachers PLC groups will 
meet 4 times throughout the school 
year to evaluate and plan units of 
study.

Teachers will build lessons based 
on the science of reading and 
grade level standards.

Teachers participate in data days to 
analyze the data and make needed 
adjustments to instruction based on 
STAR assessment data.

De Queen High School participates 
in services offered by the De 
Queen Mena Educational 
Cooperative for professional 
development training and additional 
support provided by specialists.

Summative-ACT Aspire

STAR Interim 
Assessments

ACT composite scores

Classroom audits

Classroom assessments
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11th grade- Math weaknesses are indicated in Preparing for 
Higher Math (16% met ready or exceeding level) Functions (19% 
met ready or exceeding level), Statistics and Probability (19% 
met ready or exceeding level, and Modeling (19%met ready or 
exceeding level). (2020-2021 ACT)  

11th grade- Science weaknesses include Evaluation of 
Models/Inferences (18% met ready or exceeding level), and 
Interpretation of Data (18% met ready or exceeding level). (2020-
2021 ACT)  

DHS teachers will use 
comprehensive literacy 
strategies/interventions 
with small group (reduced 
class sizes in Math) 
instruction targeted to the 
needs of students in order 
to increase academic 
achievement and 
decrease gaps.

DHS Instructions 
accommodate 
individual learning 
differences in flexible 
learning environments to 
increase academic 
achievement and the 
success of all students.

DHS Teachers utilize IXL 
software program to 
enhance reading and 
critical thinking instruction.

DHS will offer after school 
tutoring in Math and 
Science by certified 
teachers to all students 
10-12 grade. 

English Language 
Learners have the 
opportunity for specialized 
instruction with a full time 
ESL teacher.  

Rosetta Stone software is 
utilized as an additional 
English proficiency tool.

The district uses the 
approved Sonday 
curriculum for targeted 
intervention for students 
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receiving Dyslexia 
services.

Science, Literacy, and 
Math courses will utilize 
ACT Aspire Interim 
Assessments to measure 
student growth and 
progress toward 
readiness.  


